
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

At the veiy outset, I would like to express my sincere thanks to my research guide 

Dr. Asok Kumar Sarkar without his support it would not have been possible to 

complete the present study. I really appreciate his ideas and meticulous approach 

in pursuit of research and knowledge. His suggestions and co-operative nature 

were provided immense support to me to complete this thesis. To be very frank, 

any acknowledgement of gratitude to him in words will not be sufficient here. 

I extend my deep sense of gratitude to the key informants who provided 

information and helped me during the data collection process. I also gratefully 

acknowledge the support and encouragement of four NGOs such as Banaskantha 

Dalit Sanghtan, Behavioural Science Centre, Ashadeep, Centre for Human 

Development and Navsarjan Trust, who have been the main source of information 

during the last phase of data collection. In absence of their help, this study would 

not have been completed. 

I am obliged to the librarian and his helping staff of Indian Social Institute, Jamia 

Millia Islamia, Jawaharlal Nehru University, University of Delhi, Indian Institute 

of Public Administration, Assam University, Gujarat University, Sardar 

Vallabhbhai Patel University for allowing me to consult the necessary documents 

and resource materials. 

I would like to place on record my sincere thanks to the Dr. Neelam Sukhramani, 

Dineshbhai Parmar, Harsukh Kathad, Manjulaben Pradeep, Fr. Erwin Lazrado, Fr. 

Paul D'souza, Fr. Jimmy Dabhi, Hirabhai Rathod and Vajubhai without their 

support data collection of the study would not have been possible. My sincere 

thanks also to the dalits of selected eight villages, with whom researcher stayed 

and share their food. They very happily offered hospitality and made my stay 

comfortable in the dalit 'vas'. 



My sincere thanks also to the Jamia Millia Islamia administration for considering 

my appHcation for study leave and relieving me from regular departmental 

responsibilities to complete the present work. 

With out the support and encouragement from friends, colleagues and family 

members this work would not have been possible. Thanking especially to my wife 

would be little formality but she is the main force behind the completion of work. 

Her understanding and sacrificing nature freed me from household duties and 

helped to complete the study. I regret for not giving enough time to my son, 

Anshul during the course of study but his presence always inspired me to 

complete this work. 

Finally, I take sole responsibility for the all shortcomings and errors of this study. 

Silchar, Assam 

March, 2008 

INDRA RAMESH PATH. 


