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PREFACE

The dissertation entitled ‘A dichotomic interpretation of the
sacrifices of Rajastiya, Vajapeya and Asvamedha: their ritualistic and
monarchial strata with reference to the Satapatha Brahmana’ attempts to
take up a study of the sacrifices mentioned in the title to search the
monarchial elevation of the sacrifices veiled under the ritualistic
performances as found in the Satapatha Brahmana of the Vajasaneyi
Samhita. The Brahmana texts chiefly enlighten us with the course of
ritualistic activities. The Brahmanas are the oldest source from which a
comprehensive description of all the sacrificial ceremonies can be
obtained. The most important and voluminous Satapatha Brahmana is
attached to Sukla Yajurveda of Madhyandina recension, where we get
detail information of all forms of sacrifices. The objective of the research
work 1s to find out the ritualistic and monarchial importance (dichotomic
strata) of the Rajastiya, Vajapeya and the A§vamedha sacrifice.

This dissertation paper is prepared with a survey of the Vedic
texts-the Rgveda, the Yajurveda, the Samaveda, the Atharvaveda, the
Aitareya Brahmana, the Taittirtya Brahmana, the Gopatha Brahmana, the
Satapatha Brahmana, the Tandya Maha Brahmana, the Sa'lnkhya'lyana

Brahmana and the Srauta Sitras of different Vedas. The Satapatha



Brahmana ed. by Maitreyee Deshpande, New Bharatiya Book
Corporation, Delhi-2008, remained the main source of transliteration.
The present work 1s divided in to seven chapters. The first chapter
1s an introductory chapter, where a discussion is made on the importance
of the Veda, Brahmana, its division and subdivision and so on. In the
second chapter a general survey 1s prepared on the sacrifices of the
Satapatha Brahmana. Various sacrificial matters and the importance of
sacrifice are also discussed in this chapter. The third chapter deals with
the special position and significance of the sacrifices having political
importance. The subject matter of the fourth chapter is the major
sacrifices of the Satapatha Brahmana -Rajasiiya, Vajapeya and
As$vamedha and its relation to monarchy in Ancient time. In the fifth
chapter, the minor sacrifices of the Satapatha Brahmana (Purusamedha,
Sarvamedha, Agnicayana, Caturmasya and Sautramani) are discussed
with its royal significance. The sixth chapter 1s on the dichotomic
interpretation of the major and minor sacrifices of the Satapatha
Brahmana. Finally, the thesis resumes to its concluding observation that
the political genesis of ancient India was impregnated in these sacrifices.
A derivative interpretation of the details of the rituals of these sacrifices
had a dichotomic approach which contributed a lot in bringing up in to

shape or come in to existence of monarchy in ancient India.
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ABBREVIATIONS

Atharva Veda A V.
Apastamba Srauta Siitra Apa.Sr.Si.
Aitareya Brahmana Ait.Bra .
Aévalayana Srauta Sitra Aév.Sr.Sa.
Apastamba Yajiia Paribhasa Siitra Ap.Yajii.P.Su.
Brhadaranyakopanisat Brhad.Ar.Up.
Baudhayana Srauta Siitra Baudh.Sr.Si.
Chandogya Upanisat Chandy.Up.
Gautama Dharma Siitra Gau.Dh.Si.
Gopatha Brahmana Gop.Bra.
Jaimintya Brahmana Jai.Bra.
Katyayana Srauta Siitra Katy.Sr.Si.
Manu Samhita Manu.Sam.
Nirukta Nir.

Pirva Mimamsa Sutra Pir.Mim.Su.
Rgveda R.V.
Religion and Philosophy of the

Veda and Upanishads RPVU.
Satapatha Brahmana Sat.Bra.
Sankhyayana Brahmana Sankh.Bra.
Sama Veda S.V
Taittirtya Brahamna Taitt.Bra.
Taittirtya Samhita Taitt.Sam.
Tandya Brahmana Tandy.Bra.
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