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PREFACE

The Vaisnava Philosophy occupies a significant position in the history of
Indian philosophy. After Ramanuja, Madhva, Nimbarka and Vallabha SiT
Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu has developed the doctrine of Bhakti
(devotion) in a systematic manner. He attained an important place in
Indian philosophy especially in the field of Vaisnavism. The school of SiT
Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu (Bengal Vaisnavism) is known as
accintyabhedabhedavada or identity in difference. Historically the school
1s associated with Madhva Gaudiya School. But on account of certain
fundamental philosophical differences from Madhvism, it has been
regarded as an independent school. Though Caitanya Mahaprabhu has not
composed any work, except some Sanskrit Slokas (Siksasatakam) and
Bengali stanzas. His exponents Sri Riipa Goswami has written
Ujjvalanilamani and Bhaktirasamrtasindh@i. Sr Jiva Goswami has
commented on both these great works in his Satsandarbha together with
its running commentary Sarvasamvadini. Baladeva Vidyabhiisana has
written commentary on the Brahmasiitra called Govindabhasya. The
introduction of which is known as Siddhartaratna. All of them have
furnished in detail the teachings of Caitanya which are mainly based on
the Bhagavatapuranam. According to Caitanya philophy Brahman or ST
Krsna is essentially the Saccidananda and is thus auspicious abode of
infinite good qualities and powers. Caitanya, Nityananda, Advaita,
Godadhara and Sribash Pandit play the vital role in the paficatattva theory
of Caitanya’s Gaudiya Vaisnavism. The role of the six Brahmins Riupa
Goswami, Sanatan Goswami, Raghiinath Bhatta, Gopal Bhatta, Rghiinath
Das are the major exponents in the establishment of the Doctrine of



Bhakti Movement of Mahaprabhu. Other remarkable contributors are Roy
Ramananda Govindacarya Sarvabhauma Bhatta and others. The
sentiments viz.- $anta, Dasya, Sakhya, vatsalya, Madhtrya are the major
items in the establishment of the doctrine of Gaudiya Vaisnavism. In
addition to these five sentiments of Brajalila, Mahaprabhu offers another
sentiment called Oudarya Rasa especially for the people of Kali. It is
mentionable that people of different communities e.g. Mulsims,
Christans, etc. all over the world joined in the Hare Krsna Movement of
Sri Krsna Caitanya’s Bhakti movement since its inception. Some of them
are Kaz1 of Nabadvin, Nabav Hussain shah of Bengal, Hadidas Thakar
(Haris Miilla) and many others. Mahapabhu advocates the chanting of the
holy Name of Srf Krsna and Sri Radha. According to him the chanting of
the holy Name of Sri Radha and Sri Krsna is the ultimate way for
obtaining the love and peace of the individual soul which moves forward
to the soul. ST Krsna Caitanya’s Bhakti Movement helped a large section
of the people in India and abroad for overcoming the sufferings.

With a desire to persue Ph.D. research project on Caitanya
Mahaprobha. I approached to my respected teacher Prof. Swapna Devi,
Department of Sanskrit Assam University in 2012. She encouraged me
more to conduct my research.

The present work entitled “The Bhakti movement of Sri Krsna
Caitanya Mahaprabhu: A study in Contemporary Perspective is the result
of my investigation carried on continuously more than three years with
valuable guidance suggestions of my supervisor. I must add that [ am
fully conscious of the probable short comings in my work. I, however,
humbly submit my thesis

drstam kimapi loke’s min na nirdosar na nirgunam |

avrnudhvamato dosan vivrudhvarm gunan budhah ||
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SCHEME OF TRANSLITERATION

The readers should note that for accurate pronunciation the following scheme

1s adopted for representing Sanskrit Sounds in Sanskrit to English:

a 3 C T ph %
a am ch 3 b g
1 3 ] T bh )
1 g jh ) m 7
u 3 ol El y T
u k2 t [ r T
r ® th 3 | o
e T d Ef \% g
ai 1y dh 3 S er
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Ast
B.Dh
B.S
Bha
Br
Brh
C.B.
C.C.
Cha
Gita
Gopa
H.B.
H.V.
Kali
Kali
Kath
M.U.
Ma.U.

N.B.
P.P.
Ram
Rg
SK
Sv
T.V.
Vayu
Vis
Yog

ABBREVIATION

Astadhyayt

Baudhyayana Dharmasutra
Bhaktirasamrtasindhu
Bhagavat
Brhatsamhita
Brhadaranyakopanisad
Caitanyabhagavat
Caitanyacaritamrta
Chadogyoponisad
Srimadbhagavatgita
Gopalatapini upanisad
Sri Haribhaktibilash
Sri Harivasaravratakatha
Kalikapurana
Kalisantaranopanisad
Kathopanisad
Mundakopanisad
Maitri upanisad
Megadutam

Naradiya Bhakti sutra
Padmapurana
Ramatapini upanisad
Regveda
Skandapurana
Svetasvataropanisad
Talavakara Brahmana
Vayupurana
Visnupurana

Yoginitantra

Vil
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