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PREFACE

The utterance of a famous poet runs thus,
kothay svarga kothay narak ke bale ta bahudiir |
manuser mdjhe svarga-narak manusete surasur ||

Indian Judiciary has its roots in the themes of the Dharmasastras, the
resemblance of both Dharmasutras and the Smrti works. The word Dharma can
be used in many senses. In the Judiciary it 1s used as Law. In ancient time, the
very word is used in the sense of righteousness or code of conduct or duties of
every individuals etc.

Man as a social animal, it has inborn and acquired instincts. Due to the
influence of those instincts people are compelled to divert themselves from
their peaceful behavioural life. Dharmasastras are such type of works which
help them to control their instincts and to lead a healthy and peaceful
behavioural life.

When I was a student in the Graduation level, my immediate elder sister
was a student of LLB Course. She had a paper on the Hindu Law and she had
discussed many points and had taken many materials from my studies. Even we
had discussed the ancient laws through the modern views. At that time the
wonderful activities of the ancient Law makers arrested my attention.
Basically, I would like to do research in the status of women in the

Dharmasastra works. So, when I get the chance to study on the Vasistha
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Dharmasiitra, 1 think my desire will partially come in true. But after the study,
I feel that Vasistha’s views are more different in comparison with the other
Dharmasiitra works.

In fact with high intellect, astounding talent, extra ordinary knowledge
about human psychology, depth in human conduct, sound knowledge of
penology and exact feelings about the need of society, the Great Vasistha has
enlisted some code of conduct for the welfare of the human race. The present
research work seeks to focus a pen picture about the social and cultural aspects
enlightened in the Vasistha Dharmasiitra with the touch of the contemporary
Views.

In fine, I must add that I am fully conscious of the probable short-
comings in my work. I, however, humbly submit here —

drstam kimapi lokesmin
na nirdosam na nirgunam |
avrnudhvamato dosan

nivrnpudhvam gunan budhah ||
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SCHEME OF TRANSLITERATION

VOWELS

I =A %® = R

3 =A T =

g =1 T =Ai

g =1 Ali = O

3=U 3 = Au

=0

CONSONENTS

F =K d =T ¥ =S
g = Kh ¥ =Th g =S
T=G a =D & =H
g = Gh &7 =Dh &T =Ks
T =N T =N Anusvara [ ]=M
T=C g =p Visarga [{]=H
& = Ch % =Ph I =Tra
of =] d =B A=Ji
g = Jh d =Bh Avagraha ()= O’
=N A =M
c=T IJ =Y
S =Th T =R
s=D of =L
@ = Dh da=YV
o7 =N r =S
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