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Subjects studied in the Vedic and Buddhist Period :

Sarhita Period :

Subjects studied during the Vedic period is an effort to find out an
outline of the objective scope of education in those days. The concept of
syllabus oriented education, as found in modern days, of course was not there.
In course of time i.e., during the post Vedic period, some coinage of the subject
came up which is the basis of the chapter.

At the early stage of the Vedas, the Seers acquired knowledge through
long austerities and visioned the Rk, Sama, and Yajus which initiated the early
stage of education. Rk VI1/35/14 states that the Seers visualised the new
mantras constantly and those were transmitted among the disciples through
recitation'. But Buddhism was a new sect and had new education system. They
had proper subjects of studies. They follow the Vedic education system. From
the Jataka stories we find that in Taksasila, the Vedas are the most important
subjects of study. Students always choose Vedas instead of other Buddhistic
subjects.

In the first half of the Vedic period, i.e., in the Samhita period the
recitation was the only method of teaching. In course of time they developed
various metres i.e. Sapta Chandamsi. These Sapta Chandamsi were Gayatri,

Usnik, Anushgup, Brihatr, Pankti, Tristupa, Jagati. The Rgvedic passage

Y Aditya rudra vasavo jusantedarn brahma kryamanam naviyah | Srovantu no divyah parthivaso
gojata uta ye yajiiyasah|| RV VI11.35.14.
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1.164.24 very clearly mentioned that the conjunction of the letters produced the
seven metres or Sapta Chandamsi?. These Sapta Chandamsi were the roots of
the recitation of any text. We also find that the Rgvedic passage X.71.1
mentioned that the child in the first stage uttered those words which were free
from defects®. That means, it was the indication for the study of Grammar
because without the study of Grammar, the words would not be uttered
flawlessly or perfectly. The same sense was conveyed by Rk X.71.3 where
Vedic words were described as refined words. The speech was refined and
created by the mind of the learned scholar through the proper practice of
grammar*. So, it is clear that in the first half of the Vedic period, the Grammar
and Phonetic were developed as very important subjects of study. It is a matter
of fact that the understanding of the meaning of the mantras is necessary. The
Rgveda® is very clear on this point that the Veda is useless learning to him who
just imitates the mantras without understanding the real meaning. The six
Vedangas- Siksd, Kalpa, Vyakarana, Nirukta, Chanda and Jyotisa were also
developed and included in the Vedic curriculum. In the Vedic period, we find
references of Gatha, Narasamsi, Itihasa and Purana. Both Rgveda and

Atharvaveda give references of Gatha, Nardasamst Itihasa and Purana®. So

2 Gayatrena prati mimite arkamarkena sama traistubhena vakam | vakena vakam dvipada
catuspadaksarena mimate sapta vanih ||RV.1.164.24.

3 Brhaspate prathamam vdco agram yatprairata namadheyarn dadhanah | yadesam srestam
yadaripramasitprena tadesam nihitam guhavih | |1bid. X.71.1.

4 Yajfiena bacah padaviyamayantamanvavindannrsisu pravistam |
Tamabhrtya vyadadhuh purutra tam sapta rebha abhi sam navante || 1bid.X.71.3.

5 Rco aksare parame vyomanyasmindeva adhi visve niseduh| yastanna veda kirmrca
karisyati... .......... [|Ibid.1.164.39.

8 Itihasasya ca vai sa puranasya ca gathanam ca narasamsinam ca priyam dham bhavati ya evam
veda O A.V.XV.6.12;
raibhyasidanudeyt narasamsi nyocani| suryaya bhadramidvaso gathayaiti pariskrtam|| RV.X.85.6.
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these subjects were the part of Vedic curriculum. Like that there was an
arrangement for secular and vocational education for the people in Vedic age.
From the Rgvedic hymns we find reference that during the Vedic age people
have various occupations’. For the development of economic life, people in
those days choose diverse occupation. The following hymns® throws light on
the economic life of those days, which indicates that people choose various
occupations which might have some academic exercises before opting those as
occupations :

I am the Physician; papa is the Panegyrist, mamma throws the corn upon
the grinding stones; having various occupations, desiring riches we remain (in
the world) like cattle (in the stalls): flow Indu for Indra

Various our acts, (various) are the occupations of men; the carpenter
desires timber, the Physician disease, the Brahmana, a worshipper who effuses
Soma: flow, Indu for Indra.

With dried plants (are arrows made), with the feathers of birds (and)
with glistening stones; the smith seeks a man who has gold: flow Indu, for
Indra.

The draught horse (desire) a cart easy (to draw); those who invite guests

(desire) merriment; the frog desires water: flow, Indu for Indra.

" nananam va u no dhiyo vratani jananam| taksa ristam rutam bhisagbrahama

sunvantamicachatindrayendo pari strava|| RV.1X.112.1

8 Karuraham tato bhisagupalapraksini nand|
nandadhiyo vasuyavo 'nu gaiva tasthimendrdyendo pari straval|
Jaratibhirosadhibhih parnobhih sakunanam| karmaro
asmabhirddyubhirhiranyavantamicchatindrayendo pari strav||
asva volha sukham ratham hasanamupamantrinah|sepo romanvantau bhedau varinmanditka
icchatindrayendo pari straval| Ibid.1X.112.1,2,3,4.

Satamsamanmayinam puramindro vyasyat |divodasaya dasuse || 1bid.1V.30.20.
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Indra has over turned a hundred stone built cities for Devodas, the donor
of oblations.

From the afore mentioned hymns we presumed that since the people had
different occupations; so they definitely received vocational training for the
prosperity of their life. So during the age, the following subjects such as
Composing of verse, Agriculture, Horticulture, Animal husbandry, Science of
Medicine, Science of Building, Hand crafting subjects such as Carpentering,
making Carts, Chariots and draught and wagons were developed and may
included in the Vedic curriculum as per the reference of the Rgvedic hymns.

Brahmanic Period :

In the Brahmanic period the subjects of study were large in number than
those of the earlier Vedic age. The different new subjects and the new rules
were added to the curriculum. But the earlier subjects were still popular in this
age. From the Satapatha Brahmana we find the detailed syllabus of various
subjects. The Satapatha Brahmana mentions that the Vedas including
Brahmana, Aranyaka, Upanisats remained the main subjects of study. For the
continuity of Vedic studies, the students daily recite Rk, Yajus, and Sama. This
Vedic study was called the Svadhyaya. With the concentration of mind, every

day the students had to study the Vedas®. It was also called Brahmayajiia°.

® Aharahah svadhyayamadhite tasmat svadhyayo, dhyetavayah|SR.B.XL5.6.3.
0 Svadhyayo vai brahma-yajfiah |1bid.X1.5.6.3.
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Apart from the Vedas, the many other subjects were also included in the
curriculum. The Satapatha Brahmana'* mentions that Anusasana, Vidya,
Vakovakyam, Itihasa- Purana, Narasamsi, Gathas, Akhyana, Anvakhyana,
Anuvyakhyana, and Vyakhyana were the important subjects of study during the
age.

Sayanal?> commenting on this passage mentions that Anusasanas were
the six Vedangas Viz- Siksa, Vyakarana, Nirukta, Channda, Jyotisa and Kalpa
or the rules of the Grammar and etymology.

Vidya was the philosophical systems of Nyaya, Mimamsa and so on.
While the other authorities mentioned that it was the special science or the
Science of Snakes (Sarpa Vidya).

Vakovakyam was the theological discourses or the art of disputation.
Sayana mentions that it was identical with Brahmodya, where the theologians
started discussion about the spiritual matters.

Itihdasa- Puranas were the cosmological myths and the stories of old
times. The Atharvaveda®® first properly mentions these two terms. Later on
Brahmana and Upanisat explain the meaning of these two terms. They

mentioned that Itihasa and Purana were the fifth Veda!s. But Sayana® clearly

' Yadanusasanani vidya vakovakyamitihdasapurangatha narasayarnsaya sa ya evam
vidvananusasanani vidya vakova kyamitihasapuranagathd... ... ...........................|| 1bid.X1.5.6.7.

2 Anusasananiti|anusisyante vyutpadyamte ebhirityanusdsanani vyakarananiruktadini
sadangani|nyayamimamsadayah ‘vidyah |uktiprayuktirupam prakaranam ‘vakovakyam’|Sayana
Bhasya. SR.B..X1.5.6.7.
The Satapatha Brahmana edtd by Maitreyee Despande, Book-4, New Bharati Book
Corporation,2008, P. 1526.

13 AV.XV.6.12.

Y Itihasa veda.SR.B.XII1.4.3.12.
Piranam vedah.lbid.X111.4.3.13.
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explained that the Purana means the stories of old heroes and heroines like
Puraravas and Urvasz, whereas the /tihasa means the stories of universe like
‘In the beginning this universe was nothing but water’.

Narasamst and Gathas were the ballads or a kind of memorial hero
songs. Sayana®® in the first place takes the two as one meaning i.e., the stanzas
telling about men. But later on he refers that Garhas were such verses about the
great Snake driven from the lake and the Narasamsis were such verses that
telling about men such as Janamejaya and his horses.

Akhyana, and Anvakhyana were the short narrative and supplementary
narrative. Anuvyakhyanas were the explanations of mantras and the
Vyakhyanas were the commentaries.

These were some important subjects of study during the age. Each and
every student tried to specialise in these varied subjects. But these subjects
were gradually swelled and became bulky with the inclusion of new subjects.
This fact is proved by the dialogue between Narada and Sanat Kumara in the
Chandogya Upanisat. In the Chandogya Upanisat!’ Narada insisted Sanat
Kumara on instructing him, then we find that he mentioned that he had already
studied the Rgveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda, the Atharvaveda, the Epic and

mythological poem as fifth Veda, Grammar (Vyakarana), Necrology (Pitrya),

15 Apo ha va idamagre salilamevdsa ityadikam Srstipratipadakarn brahmanam ‘itihdsa’|urvasi
hapsarah pururavasamaindam cakame ityadini puratanapurusavritamatapratipadakani ‘puranam’|
Sayana Bhasya. 1bid.X1.5.6.7.

16 Nard manusyah tatprsamsapadakah lokah ‘narasamsthah 'gathah| Sayana Bhasya.

Y adhihi bhgava iti hopasasada sanatkumdaram naradastam hovdca yadvethe tena mopasida tatasta
urdvam vaksyamiti sa hovaca ||Rgvedam bhagavohadhyemi yajurvedam samavedamarthavanam
caturthamitihasapuranam paficamam vedanam vedam pitryam rasim daivam nidhim
vakovakyamekayanam devavidyam brahmavidyam bhitavidyam Kstravidyam naksatravidyam

sarpadevajanavidyametad bhagavohadhyemil|| || Ch.U. VILI. 1.
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Arithmetic(Rasi),Diviation(Nidhi),Chronology (Kal nirupan Vidya), Theology
(Vakovakyam), the doctrine of prayer (Deva Vidya), Necromancy (Bhiita
Vidya), the art of War (Kshatravidya or Dhanur Veda), Astronomy (Naksatra
Vidya), Snake charming (Sarpa Vidya) and the Fine Arts (Deva-Jana-Vidya).
These subjects were very popular subjects of those days. Students studied all
these subjects. But in spite of varied subjects Sanat Kumara mentioned that he
was only Mantravit!®, So Sanat Kumara should instruct him about the highest
knowledge or Para Vidya. The supremacy of the Para Vidya was declared
during the age.

In the Brahmanic age Para Vidya or the knowledge of Absolute was the
main subject of study. After getting all the knowledge, the students try to
realise the highest knowledge because it was the supreme knowledge. It was
the sarva-vidya-pratistha®®. All the authorities declared that it was the supreme
knowledge technically called the Para Vidya. Without the Para Vidya
everything was in words. It was the essential part of education during those
days. All the learned persons tried to become a master in Para Vidya. In the
Upanisat we come across several learned scholars, elderly persons approaching
famous teacher for this highest knowledge or secret knowledge. In the above
we already mentioned that Narada approached Sanat Kumara where he
admitted that he was only Mantravit and not Atmavit. He was desirous to
become a master in Atmavidya from Sanat Kumara. In the several other

examples as found in the ancient Indian scriptures we find that learned persons

18 sohaham bhagavo mantravidevasmi natmvicachrat tam... ... . .... || Ch.U.VILL3.
1 sa brahmavidydm sarvavidyd pratistam| Mun.U.1.1.1.
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try to master in Para Vidya. In the Chandogya Upanisat?®, we see that where
Svetaketus’ father himself realised that his son’s education was incomplete
because he was not a master in Para Vidya. He himself took responsibility to
educate his son. Later on Svetaketu and his father also approached King
Pravahana Jaivali for this highest knowledge because they realised that their
education was incomplete?l. In the Brhadaranyaka Upanisat?® we find that
Maitreyi, Gargi, Arthabhaga approached Yajiavalkya for this secret
knowledge. In the Mundaka Upanisat?®, Saunaka, who is described as great
scholar also approached Angirasa for this special knowledge. From these above
mentioned examples it is clear that besides the other useful knowledge, the
Para Vidya was the most important part of education during the age. Without
this Para Vidya anyone was not regarded as a learned person. The Upanisat
mentioned that Para Vidya cannot be gained by mere scholarship. Every
individual had to develop his individual personality by rigorous discipline and
also by means of controlling his senses and thereby he could be a master in
Para Vidya. 1t was a long austerity. Through the eight fold Yoga- Yama
(discipline consisting in truthfulness, honesty, chastity, non-injury), Niyama
(self-restraint, purity, contentment, study and devotion), 4sana (sitting in the
right place and in the correct bodily attitude or Correct posture), Pranayama

(regulation of breath), Pratyahara (suppression of the organs of the sense),

20 Ch.U.VIL1.

21 Yatheyam vidyeteah piirvar na kasmimscana brahmana uvasa tam tvaham tuvyam vaksyami ko hi
tvaivam bruvantamarhati pratyakhyatumiti ||B.U.VI.2.8.

22 Yadeva bhagvan veda tadeva me bruhiti || 1bid.11.4.3;
Ibid 111.8.3; 2.13; IV.3-4.

23 Atharvane yam pravadeta brahmahatharva tam purovdcangire brahmavidyarm|Mun.U.1.1.2.
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Dharana (concentration of the attention), Dhyana (meditation) and Samdadhi
(absorption) one can be able to master in Para Vidya®*.

So in Brahmanic age subjects of study were larger in number than those
of the Samhita period and this gradual progress were till continued in Sitra
period.

Siutra Period :

In Satra period the subjects of study were comparatively large than the
other periods. During the age all the subjects were expanded. Because the Sitra
age was close to Buddhist period. In Buddhist period there were gradual
developments of new subjects of study. These subjects were much easier than
those of the Siitra period. They developed a new system of easy devotion. The
vast majority of people liked this easy devotion system. They also attracted the
people, who were trying hard to gain the knowledge of Vedas but they were
unable to get this. So people were attracted in Buddhism for easy devotion. For
this reason, there began a conflict between the two education systems. That is
why, for defence, the Sutrakaras developed easier method of instruction for the
people. To acquaint the reader, the variety of subjects came in to existence.
First the Srauta Sitras developed. These Srauta Sitras may be regarded as the
continuation of the Brahmanas especially in their ritualistic and formal aspects.
Secondly Grihya Sitras, mainly deal with the ceremonies applicable to

domestic life of man and his family from birth to death. Thirdly the

% tena etasyai devatdyai sayujyam salokatam jayati || B.U.1.5.23.
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Dharmasutras, deal with the customs of our daily social life. And the
Sulvasitras, acquaint us the measurement required for the construction of the
Vedi (Altar). This was also to be regarded as the earliest mathematical literature
of India. These were the new invented subjects of Siitra Period?.

Besides this, the traditional subjects like Vedas, Brahmanas,
Rahasyavidya (the transcendental knowledge of Upanisats and Aranyakas),
Itihasa, Purana were the indispensible part of education during the age.
Manu?®mentioned that a twice born Brahmana had to master in all the Vedas
with their Rahasyas. During the age the Vedas were the most important part of
education. Manu?’ on this point mentions that Veda is the ‘akhila
dharmamula’. So for pursuing other knowledge, the Vedic knowledge was
necessary. He also states that by practising the pieties of Vedas one is able to
acquire fame and happiness in this life and excellent happiness in the next life.

For the sake of comprehending the Vedas, the knowledge of Siksa,
Chandas, Vyakarana, Nirukta, Kalpa and Joytisa were also necessary. These
are collectively known as Vedangas. According to Visnu Dharmasiitra a
student must acquire all the Vedas and Vedangas by heart. If any student not
studied the Vedas and Vedangas then he degrades himself as Sidras?®.

Next it is necessary to mention here that the Suafra age was an age of

scientific study and specialization. In this period specialisation of any branch of

% History of Sanskrit Literature by MacDonnell, Kessinger Publishing,2006,P. 264.
% Tapovisesairvividhairvrataisca vidhicoditaih |
vedah krtsnohadhigantavyah sarahasyo dvijanmana || M.S.I1.165.
27 |bid.11.6-9.
28 Evam vedam vadau vedanva svikurydt | Vis.D.S.XXVI11.34;
Tato vedangani |lbid. XXVIII. 35;
Yasvanadhitavedo 'nyatra sramam kuryadasau sasamatanah Sudratvameti ||Ibid. XXVIII. 36.
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learning is necessary. During the age the subjects of education were widen out
and the several Arngas of the Vedas were developed. So it was not possible for
any particular student to study the entire Vedic literature. This led the system of
specialised subjects like Geometry and Algebra, Astronomy and Astrology,
Science of Anatomy, Grammar and Philology, which reached the highest points
in this age. Geometry and Algebra arose out, to elaborate rules for the
construction of altars. Astronomy and Astrology arose, to give proper
knowledge of the position and movement of stars and planets. It was also
essential to know the suitable days and hours for the performance of sacrifice.
The Science of Anatomy or surgery was founded on dissection of the animal to
be immolated. And the Grammar and Philology grew out, for the proper care
and preservation of sacred text?°.

During the age caste system was also prevalent, so all the Varnas were
not allowed to study all the subjects. Particular courses of study were
prescribed for particular Varnas of students. The Brahmana student was able to
study all the courses. But especially Vedas and their angas were meant for
Brahmanas. The Ksatriya student was entitled to study the Vedas and
Rajnitividya but Manu states that from the learned Brahmanas they must study
the Veda, Dandaniti, Anviksiki, Brahmavidya, Trade and Agriculture, Cattle
rearing, and the Science of wealth®. And Vaisya students were also entitled to

study the Vedas but the Agriculture, Trade and Commerce, Cattle rearing and

29 Mookerji, R.K. Ancient Indian Education (Brahmanical and Buddhist), Motilal Banarasi Dass
Publishers, Delhi 2011, P. 168.

30 Traividyevyastryim vidyad dandanitifica $asvatim | Anvisiksikificatmvidyam vartaramvamsca
lokatah ||M.S.VII1.43.
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Science of wealth were the main subjects of their study. Because Manu®! states
that Rearing of cattle (sheep, etc.) gift-making, performance of sacrifices, study
(of the Vedas), merchandise, money-lending and agriculture are the duties of
Vaisya. So they had to study all these above mentioned subjects.

During the age the other few subjects also began to develop as a result
of their freedom of thought and study. The Panini Grammar, the Commentary
of Patanjali or Patanjali Mahabhdasya and the Kautilyas’ Arthasastra were the
creation of this age. Along with this, the study of Philosophy and Metaphysics,
which had its origin in Vedic Sarmhitas also developed and the six systems of
Indian Philosophy viz. Purva Mimamsa, Uttar Mimamsa, Samkhya, Yoga,
Nyaya, Vaisesika were also evolved®?. We also find that Secular studies were
simultaneously developed during the period. Several Fine Arts viz., Dancing,
Singing, Music as well as Economics and other sciences of useful arts and
trades were attaining a high water mark of perfection during the age. These
Arts were cultivated mainly by Women and Sidras®®. These treasuries of
knowledge were known as Upavedas which had linked up with other branches
of knowledge of the Vedas.

Epic Period :

The Epic also introduced the variegated curriculum of studies. During

the age, Vocational and Professional educations received special emphasis. The

81 Pasinam raksanam danamijydadhyanameva cal
Vanikpatham kusidarica vaisyasya krsimeva cal|lbid.1.90.

32 Manusarmhita, edtd by Dr.Manavendu Bandoyapadhya Sastri, Sanskrit Pustak Bhandar,
Kolkata,1419, P 141.

3 s nistha ya vidya strisu Sidresu ca| Ap.D.S.IL11.29.11.
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hermitage education system was popular during those days. In one hermitage
there were several departments like department of Veda, department of Rajniti,
department of Astronomy and department of transport®. This departmental
education system shows that during the age the courses of study were become
numerous and variegated. Basically both the epics, the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata, mention that during the age Veda, Vedargas, Dhanurveda,
Nitisatra, Vartta, Dandaniti, Anviksiki, Music, Poetry, Itihdsa, Purana, the lore
of elephant and chariots, Langhana (Jumping), Plavana (Swimmimg), Lekhya
(Writing), Alekhya (Painting), Sabdasastra, Yuktisastra, Gandharvasastra and
Astanga Ayurveda were the chief subjects®®. During the age all the students
were not allowed to study all these varied subjects. Specialisation of course
was necessary. The each Varpa had their own profession. According to
differentiation of Guna and Karman the each Varnas were developed®. For
their profession they choose their own subjects and become specialized in that
subject.

The Brahmanas were the priest. Their main duties were studying,
teaching of Vedas, performance of Yajfia for themselves as well as others,
receiving and giving gifts®’. They guide the entire community. They also

undertake the responsibility of the education of the Ksatriyas and Vaisyas. That

34 Mookerji, R.K. Ancient Indian Education (Brahmanical and Buddhist), Motilal Banarasi Dass
Publishers, Delhi 2011, P.333.
35 Trayi canviksiki caiva Vartta ca bharatarsabha |dandanitisca vipula vidyastatra nirdirsita)|
M.Bh.Shanti.59.33;
yuktisastra ca te jefiyam savdasastram bharata |Ibid. Anu 104.147;
Anu.104.148;Ram 1.80.27.
3 Caturvarnyam maya srstam gunakarmavibhagasah || Srimatbhagvadgita.\V.13.
" Yajanam yajanam caiva tatha danapratigrahau |adhyapanam cadhyayanam satkarma
dharmabhag dvijah||M.Bh.Anu.141.65.
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iIs why, they studied all the subjects. But they were specially trained in the
Vedas. The Mahabharata®® gives reference on this point that ‘Traividyo
brahmano vidvan....... esa smrto dvijah’. That means the Brahmana who have
the knowledge of three Vedas become actual Brahmana. The Ksatriyas were
the rulers. The defense, protection of people and administration was their main
duty®. For the efficient performance of such responsibility, the training of
intellectual faculties, military education, knowledge of Dharmasastra,
Nitisastra were essential. But greater importance was given to the knowledge
of Vedas and military training. The Ramayana contains a reference to the
military training of King Dasaratha’s sons during their boyhood. Like that in
the Mahabharata we also find the military training of Kauravas and Pandavas.
Guru Drondacarya imparts education to Kauravas and Pandavas in a very short
time*'. As regards the Vaisyas, agriculture, animal husbandry, and trade was
their chief occupations. That is why, they studied all the Varttasastras*?. But it
is also natural that a student was not able to study all the subjects. That is why,
in the Mahabharata®® Mahatma Bhisma suggested his grandson Yudiszhira that
he had to study the Vedas Rajnitividya, Tarkasastra, Varttasastra and
Dandaniti because it was expected that a King must be proficient in all these

subjects.

% M.Bh.Anu.141.66.

39 Ksatriyasya smrto dharmah parjapalanamaditah |Ibid.Anu.141.47.

40 Te capi manujavyagra vaidikadhyayane ratd |pitrsusrupanaratd dhanurvede ca nistitah|
Ram.18.35-36.

41 Tato dronah panduputranastrani vividani ca| grahayamasa divyani manusani ca viryavan)|
M.Bh.Adi.131.9;
gadayuddheo 'sicaryayam tomaraprasasaktisu | dronah samkirpayuddhe ca siksayamasa
kauravan|| Ibid.Adi.131.29.

42 Krsi goraksa vanijyam vaisyam karma svabhavajam| Ibid. Bhisma.40.48;
vaisyasya satatam dharmah pasupalyam krsistatha|lbid.Anu.141.54.

% Ibid Shanti.63.
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Besides this, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata give many examples
where a person is qualified in diverse course of subjects. In Ramayana we find
that Rama and his younger brothers were well versed in various subjects. Rama
was well versed in Veda, Vedangas, Dhanurveda, Nitisastra and all the other
subjects*. From the time of childhood he studied all the Vedas and observed
the vow of Brahmacari and became master in all the Sastras. When Rama went
with Viswamitra to kill the demons, he learnt various kinds of sciences of
missiles and weapons and became master in all the weapons*. During this time
he learnt the two mantras called Vala and Ativala which were the mother of all
learnings*®. He was profoundly proficient in Dhanurveda. He was first class
charioteer and expert in riding elephant*’. He was a master in all those arts that
are specially studied for travelling purpose. He was also proficient in poetry,
philosophy, music and in fine arts*®. It was matter of fact that Rama was
proficient in all these varied subjects because during the time of intervals he
used to cultivate the sastras and became a master in all these varied subjects.

Laksmana was also proficient in all the sastras .But he was specially
proficient in the art of warfare and in Nitisastra where as Bharata was

proficient in three Vedas, Varttasastras and in Dandaniti®®.

4 Vedavedangatatvajno Dhanurveda ca nistitah||Ram. Bala.1.14.
Sarvasastarthatatvviijah Smrtimanpratibhanavan|Ibid.Bala. 15.

% Dharayantyasurd yani dadamyetani sarvasah ||Ibid Bala.27.13.

4 Mantragramam grhana tvam valamativalam tatha |Ibid Bala.22.12;
vala cativala caiva sarvajiianasya matarau |Ibid. Bala.22.16.

4" Dhanurvedavidarm sresto lokeo tirathasammatah | 1bid.Ayodha.1.29);
arohe vinaye caiva yukto varanavajinam |Ibid Ayodha.1.28.

8 gandharve ca bhuvi $resto vabhuva bharatagrajah||1bid.Ayodha.2.34.

4 Eseo’sya laksmana ......... naye yuddhe ca kusalah sarvasastrabhrtam varah||
Ibid.Yuddha.28.25.
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Rajarsi Dasaratha, the father of Ra@ma and his brothers was well versed
in all the sastras. But he was specially specialised in the Veda and the
Vedangas.*

Ravana, the king of Lafika was proficient in Veda and Vedangas®. His
son Indrajit and Prince Aksa were well versed in the art of warfare. Indrajit
was very proficient in the use of the Brahmastras where as Aksa was proficient
in aiming and throwing the arrows®2.

Hanumana the minister of Sugriv was a Vedic scholar. He observed life
time the bow of Brahmacari. His educational attainment was so impressive that
Rama also appreciated his talent. He was a Pandita and master in all the Vedas,
Vedangas, Nitisastras, Dharmasastras, art of warfare, Nyaya and in statecraft.
He was a great grammarian because he never used wrong and unsuitable
words. His speech was very fluent and clear. He also knew Ayurvedasdastra.
His debating skill was so impressive that he surpassed Brhaspati the guru of
Gods®.

The twin sons of Rama and Sita, Lava and Kusa were also highly
talented. They were both educated at the hermitage of Valmiki or Valmikis’

Asrama. The Valmiki gave them specialized training. They were expert in

S0 Tasyam puryamyodhydyam vedvitsarvasamgrabh......... ......taya dasaratho raja
vasanijagadapalayat||
Ram.Bala.6.1-4.

%1 |bid.Yuddha.110.

52 Tamastra vicchastravidam varistah... ... ... .... pitamahdragharisancitastrah|| Ibid.sundra.48.2;

tatah sa virah sumukhanpatatrinah suvarnapunkanasavisaniviragan |

Samadhisamyogavimoksatatvavit Saranatha trinkapimiirdhanyapatayat ||Ibid.Sundara.47.14.

%3 yo brahmamastram vedasca veda vedavidam varah |lbid.Yuddha.28.21.
samitravrtyarthapadam mahartham......... .... vaisarade chandogatau tathaiva||lbid. Uttara.36.45;
Sarvasu vidyasu tapovidhane praspardhateyam hi gurum suranam |Ibid.Uttara.36.46.
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Vedas, Vedangas, and were very much comprehensive in knowledge in music,
poetic and in elocution®,

In the Mahabharata we meet with similar account. On the educational
attainments of Kauravas and Pandavas we find that all the Princes were
proficient in their own field. Duryodhana and Bhima were expert in mac
fighting®™. Nakula and Sahadeva were expert in swords®. Dharmaraj
Yudhisthira was expert in Vedas and Dharmasastras but he was highly expert
in driving horse and chariots. And Arjuna was an unrivalled bowman®’. They
also studied the other Sastras but they were specially trained in their own filed.
Dronracarya, the son of Rsi Varadvaja was the guru of Kauravas and
Pandavas. Mahatma Bhisma appointed him as their guru. He was master in all
Vedas and Vedangas. From Parsurama he had learnt all the Astra vidyas and
the Dhanurvedasastra®. Kauravas and Pandavas received all education from
Guru Drondacarya within a very short time.

Mahatma Bhisma was expert in all the sastras. He learnt all the Vedas
and Vedangas from guru Vaisistha. He was an unrivalled bowman and master
in Dhanurvedasastra, and in Yudhasastra. As a warrior he was equal to Devraj

Indra®®. Like that Pandu was an expert Dhanurveda. Bidura was an expert in

% Sangam ca vedamadhyapaya kificidutkranta —Saisavau| svikrtim gapayamasa kavi-

prathamapaddhatim||Raghuvamsam.XV.33;
tau tu gandharvatattvajiiau murchandsthanakovidau |
Bhratarau svarasampannau ... ....... s .|| Ram.Bala.1V.10.
% Dronasya tu tada Sisyau gaa’ayogyau babhuvatuh |M Bh.Adi.131.61.
%8 tathapi purusananyana tsarukau yamajavubhau||Ibid Adi 131.62.
5" Yudhisthira rathasrestah sarvatra tu danamjayah| Ibid..Adi.131.63.
%8 Vedvedangavidvan sa tapasa dagdhkilbasah|Ibid Adi.129.45;
pratigrhaya tu tatsarvarm Krtastrao dvijasattamah|Ibid.Adi.129.66.
% Vedanadhijage sangan vasistadesa viryavan |
Krtastrah paramesvaso devrdjsamo yudhi |||1bid. Adi. 100.35.
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Dharmasastra and in Nitisastra whereas Drtharastra was an expert in his own
strength®°,

During the age various other subjects like Yuktisastra, Sabdasastra,
Gandarvasastra, Itihasa, Purana, Akhyana, Hastisitra, Asvasiitra, Rathasitra,
Yantrasitra, Nagarasastra, Nitisastra, Paficharatrasastra, Mahabhasya,
Ganitvidya, Vanaspatividya, Aswvavidya and Yudhavidya also receive
importance®®. During the age subjects of study were divided in to two parts-
Primary course and the Secondary course. In primary course the students
generally studied all the Vedas and Vedarngas and in Secondary course they
studied all the Satras and became proficient in their own field. In the
Mahabharata we find that Pandavas and Kauravas before started their
secondary education they learnt the entire primary course from Kypacarya®?.

Buddhist Period:

The Buddhist education system also introduced very rich curriculum of
studies. They also started with scriptures. Their principal and prominent
subjects of study were the Sutta Pitaka, Vinaya Pitaka and Abhidhamm
Pitaka®. These three were the core subjects of study. All the students had to
learn by heart these subjects. Besides these, many other subjects were also
included in the Buddhist curriculum.

During the age education system was divided into Primary course and

Secondary course. Hiuen Tsang and I-tsing the two Chinese travellers very

80 pandurdhanusi vikranto naresvbhydhiko ’bhavat ... ... ..............dharmanityastathd rajan
dharme ca paramam gath||M.Bh.4di. 108.21-22.

61 Misra,Babulal.Mahabharat kain siksa pranali, Pratibha prakasan,Delhi,2003,P.48.

82 M.Bh.Adi.129.23-25.

8 Mahavagga.1V.15.4.
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clearly mentioned that during the age the students had to learn the primary
courses; after that they received the secondary courses of knowledge. I-tsing
mentioned that the education of the child began at six years of his age. From
the very beginning of his education, the students first studied the Siddhirastu®4.
This Siddhirastu contained the Sanskrit alphabet and syllables arranged in
slokas. Next at the age of eight, the child learnt the Sitras of Panini. This took
the eight months to finish. After gaining the knowledge of alphabet and Sitras
of Panini, from ten to fifteen years the student learnt the Dhatu, Khilas and
Kasikavritti®. These were the slokas and commentaries which were composed
by learned Jayaditya, a man of very striking literary power.

Next the student began to learn the composition in prose and verse,
logic, metaphysics and the introductory work composed by Nagarjuna called
Nyaya-dvara-taraka-sastra. And at the end of the elementary course, the
students studied the five vidyas viz. Sabdavidya, Silpasthanavidya,
chiktsavidya, Hetuvidya, and Adhyatmavidya®®.

Having finished the elementary courses, the students studied the
secondary courses. In the secondary courses included with Grammar,
Mahabhasya, Bhartrihari-Sastra, Bhaytrihari’s Vakyapadiya, and Bhartrihari
Beda(probably Sanskrit Beda) . These Bhartrihari works probably are the

slokas and commentaries which were composed by great scholar Bhartrihari®’.

84 |-Tsing.P.170-172.
8 Ibid.P.175.

8 Ibid.P.127.

67 Ibid.P.178-180.
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Besides these, from the Jataka stories and from the evidence of Milinda
Pafiha give idea about the subjects of studies in Buddhist education system.
The Jataka stories and the Milinda Pafiha mentioned that Vedas and Sippas or
liberal arts were the principal subjects of study in Buddhist period. In Taksasila
the students always studied the Vedas and eighteen Sippas®®. The Jataka stories
mentioned that Sippas were eighteen in number. They did not enumerate the
Vedas in the Sippas. Whereas Milinda Pafiha referred to nineteen Sippas, they
enumerated Vedas in the Sippas. Milinda Pafiha also gives the individual
names of the nineteen Sippas viz., Satthas (Sastras) which includes the four
Vedas and described as Suti (Sruti), Samuti (Smyti), Sankhya (Samkhya), Yoga,
Niti (Nyaya), Visesika (Vaisesika), Ganika (arithmetic) Gandharba (music)
Tikkiccha (Medicine), Catubbeda (fourVedas), Purana, Itihasa, Jyotisa, Maya
(Magic) Hetu (casuistry), Mantana (Polity), Yuddha (militaryscience),
Chandasa (prosody) and Mudda (conveyancing). Though Vedas and Sippas
were the main subjects of study in Buddhist education system but some
subjects were separately mentioned in the Jatakas and Milinda Pafiha. These
subjects were Elephant lore, Magic Charms, Spell for bringing back the dead
life, Hunting, Spell for understanding all animal’s cries, Archery, The art of
prognostication, Charm for commanding all things of sense, divining from
signs of the body and Medicine. These subjects were actually come under the

Sippas, but Taksasila gave special attention of these subjects. Students always

88 Takkasilarm gantva tayo veda attharasaii ca sippani ugganhitva| Brahdchatta Jataka 336;
Brahmanakumara ca yebhuyyena tass eva santike Sippam ugganhanti.Atheko janapadavasi
brahmano bodhisattassa santike tayo Vede attaharasaca vijjatthanani |Kosiya Jataka 130;
so vayappato Takkasilaya sabbsipani uggnhitva Baranasim paccagantva rajanam passi|Sattubhasta
Jataka 402.
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tried to specialize these subjects. We find in the Jataka stories that a Brahmana
boy was specialized in Archery, another specialized in Magic charms®. Like
that Jivaka was also specialized in Medicine™.

During the age theoretical and practical aspects of education also receive
importance. Basically the students who became mastered in Medicine, Law and
Military sciences, they had to know the practical usage of their subjects. But in
the Jataka stories we also find that all the students after receiving the
theoretical knowledge, they used to go to the far off places to realize the
practical experience of their subjects. Jivaka after seven years of his education
in Taksasila, his teacher suggested him to go far off places to receive the
practical knowledge of his subjects’’. We also find many other examples
where the students first received the theoretical knowledge after that they
wandered various towns, cities and villages for the practical knowledge. In the
Jataka™ stories mentioned that Prince of Magadha who was mastered in all the
arts of Taksasila, wandered through the various countries to acquire the
practical use of his subjects. There was mentioned of Prince of Kosala who
after receiving education at Taksasila, travelled about the idea of mastering the

practical uses of the sciences’s.

8 Tada eko baranasibrahmano manavo takksilaya dhanukamme nipphattim... ... .. ............pandito
nama ahosi |Jataka 219;
bodhisattvo hatthacariyakule nibbattitva vayappatto hattacariyasippe

nipphattim................. upatthasi|lbid.94.

0 Takkasild yena so vejo ten--------------- iccham aham dcariyo Sippam sikkhitum ti. Ten he bhane
Jivaka sikkhassii tilMahavagga. VIILI. 6

L Aharn kho acariya bahum...............satta ca me vassani.................|teno hi bhane Jivaka khanttim

adaya Takkasilaya samantd yojanem ahindanto yam kifici abhisajjam paseyyasi tam aharati|
Ibid. VIILLY.

2 Darimukha... ............sabbasippani uggnhitva sabha samayasippani ca sikkhissama
descarittaii ca janissama ti gamanigamadisu caranta... ..... |Darimukha Jataka 378.

3 Takkasilato nikhami, sabbasamayasippani sikkhanto ekam paccantagamakam papuni |
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But when we look at the educational institution of Buddhist period, we
find that the subjects of study during the age were not only rich but were very
vast in number. They offered both the Brahmanic and Buddhists subjects of
study. The renowned teachers were the master of both Brahmanical and
Buddhist subjects. We are told a teacher at Taksasila from whose lips five
hundred Brahmana pupils learnt the Vedas’™. Even from the Jataka stories we
find that instead of Sippas the student can able to choose the Vedas as their
core subject of learning. There were no restrictions. As a matter of fact during
the age caste distinction did not come in the way of choosing the subjects.
There we find many references that many Brahmin students in Taksasila learnt
divation, magic charms, archery, science under their teachers in exclusion their
own subjects”. The Bhimsena Jataka, Koseya Jataka, Asadisa Jataka and
many other Jatakas mentioned that Bodhisattva himself was mastered in three
Vedas and eighteen Sippas. At the age of sixteen he went to Taksasila and
learnt the Vedas and Sippas’®.

The Milinda Pafiha also indicates that the Brahmanical education too
was existence in Buddhist curriculum. The Brahmanical subjects like the

Vedas, Vedangas, Itihasa, Purana, Samkhya, Yoga, Nyaya, and Vaisisika were

Brahdchatta Jataka 336.

4 Atit Takkasilayar Bodhisatto disapamokkho acariyo hutva paiica manavakasatani
mante vdacesi |Namasiddhi Jataka 97.

S Tada eko baranasibrahmano manavo takkasilaya dhanukamme nipphattim... ... ... ......
pandito nama ahosi |Culladhanuggaha Jataka 374.

76 Tesu Bodhisatatto solasavassakale Takkasilarh gantva disapamokkhasa dcariyassa santike tayo
vede attharasa sippani ca ugganhitva issasasippe asadiso hutva Baranassim paccagami| Asadisa
Jataka 181;

Bodhisttassa santike tayo vede attharasa|Kosiya Jataka 130;
Takksilaya disapamokkhassa acariyassa santike tayo Vede attharasa vijjatthanani ugghetva
sabbasippe hippattimpatva |Bhimsen Jataka 80.
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the main subjects of study during the age. Besides these, many other subjects
like special knowledge of Ksatriya was also included in the curriculum™.

During the age Mahayana and Hinayana the two schools of Buddhist
thought were very popular. Many universities provided one branch of learning.
Nalanda University provided Mahayana school of thought where as Valabhi
was specialised in Hinayana Buddhism. But both the universities did not
neglect each other thought. That is why, the Nalanda University also provided
education in Hinayana Buddhism. Here the curriculum of some famous
Buddhist Universities is given :

Taksasila :

Taksasila was a centre of higher education and students went there at the
age of sixteen. They provided higher education curriculum. The many Jatakas
mentioned the conventional list of the subjects of study at Taksasila. These
subjects were the Vedas, Grammar, Philosophy and eighteen Sippas. These
were the principal subjects of study. Among these subjects many other subjects
like Medicine, Surgery, Archery, Military Science, Astronomy, Astrology,
Conveyancing, Magic, Sanke Charming, the Art of finding treasures, Law,

Music, Dancing and Painting were also included in the curriculum.

Nalanda -
Nalanda was also centre of higher education. The subject of study in
Nalanda was very exhaustive. They basically provided education in Mahayana

Buddhism. Hiuen Tsang studied the Mahayana Buddhism in Nalanda

7 Milinda pafiha.lV.3.26;1.9.
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University where as I-tsing studied Hinayana Buddhism in Nalanda
University. Nalanda also provided Brahmanical subjects of study because
Hiuen Tsang mentioned that the students at Nalanda study both the old and
new books. The old and new books mentioned by Hiuen Tsang includes works
such as Vedas, Vedarngas, Samkhya, Nyaya, Yoga sastra, Vaisesika and works
on Buddhist sastras with all its subdivisions. Besides this, from reference of
Tibetan works of Nalandg, it is evident that Tantra was very popular among
the students as well as the teachers of Nalanda. The Tantra was also included
in the curricula of Nalanda University. Nalanda also provided the ordinary
subjects of study like Hetuvidya, Sabdavidya, Chikitsavidya and the works on
Magic. But they thoroughly investigated the miscellaneous works.

Valabht and Vikramsila :

Valabhi and Vikramsila Universities were famous for their educational
activities. Both the Universities provided very rich educational facilities to their
students. But we have very little information about the subjects of study in
Valabhi and Vikramsila Universities. As a matter of fact both the Universities
faced many political vicissitudes, so their curricula were thoroughly destroyed
for these political ups and downs. We do not find any material evidence about
the curricula of Valabht and Vikramsila University. But it is gathered that both
the Universities follow the curricula of Nalanda Universities. We also find that
Valabhi was school of Hinayana Buddhism. They provided education in
Hinayana Buddhism. They also imparted education in secular subjects like

Economics, Accountancy, Politics, Medicine, and literature. Where as in
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Vikramsila University, Grammar, Logic, Mataphysics, Tantra and Ritualism
were the main subjects of study. The Vikramsila University had special
arrangement for the study of non religious or secular subjects.

The Vedic and Buddhist education systems started with their scriptures
and both aimed at over the subjects studied. It was not only religious but non
religious and secular subjects were also part of the study.

Although the education systems started with their scriptures, the
Buddhist education system incorporated the Brahmanical subjects too. It is a
matter of fact that Buddhist education systems always tried to establish their
own faith and cult. As Buddhism was a new thought and new religion. They
always faced the Brahmanic challenges. For this reason they required to know
more about the Brahmanical subjects and Buddhist teachers also encouraged
their students to study the Brahmanical subjects. But Buddhist and Brahmanic
systems did not remain antagonistic to each other. Both the systems were
complimentary to each other. The Brahmanic scholars respected the Buddhist
society. They also imparted education to Buddhist scholars. Brahmanic scholar
also went to Buddhist University to gain the knowledge on Buddhistic subjects.
We have already mentioned in the third chapter that in Kathasaritsagar, we
find the reference of a Brahmin boy completed his education in Valabhi

University 8.

8 Antaravedayamabhiitpiirvarm vasudatt iti dvijah |
Visnudattavhidhansca putrastasyopapadyata ||
Sa visnudatto vayasa piarnasodasavatsarah|
Gamtum pravavrte vidyapraptaye valbhipuram ||

Kathasaritsagar, XXXII,42-43.
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