CHAPTER - I

Introduction



A Dbrief discussion of Education system in the Samihit@ Period, in the

Brahmanic Period, in the Epic Period and in the Puranic Period :

India had a very rich tradition and interesting history. The glory of our
ancient India was its education system. The unique features of our ancient
Indian education system were religion, spiritual values and moral values. Their
attitude of life was very simple. They think that the whole universe is like one
unit. That is why, when the Vedic Rsis attained highest knowledge they did not
confine their knowledge for their own self. For the development of society they
spread their knowledge.

During the age in a very beautiful and in a peaceful atmosphere the
students used to listen and understand the mysteries and complexities of life.
They live in the house of preceptor. And in very beautiful surroundings, the
pupil sitting at the feet of his preceptor and understands all the experiences of
life. They are not restricted on book only, because the teacher gives all the
practical knowledge. They perform all the menial services or duties of his
preceptor. They have to collect the fuel wood; they have to beg alms, supply
water, tending the cattle of his preceptor. In this way they not only receive the
instruction on education but also learn the correct lesson of the dignity of
labour and service.

No doubt, our ancient education system have very unique feature. But
this education system is not developed in one day. Slowly and gradually they
make its path. First in the Samhitas period, after that the other ages were

developed. That means, the evolution of the educational system in different



periods a new form of educational system is evolved and this is our subject
matter of discussion here.
Education system in the Sarizhita Period :

The Samihitas are the collections of Mantras. It is the oldest part of the
Veda. From the very beginning (when the Rsis attained highest knowledge)
Mantras were collected in the form of Sas:hitas. This Sarihita part is divided in
to four parts called — the Rgveda Samhita, the Samaveda Sarzhita, the
Yajurveda Samhita and the Atharvaveda Sam:hita.

The Rgveda Samhita reveals to us two stages and types of education and
the educational method. The first stage was the visualization of hymns and the
second was the preservation of these hymns through the long austerities or
Tapas. In Rgveda X.109.4, there is a reference of seven Rsis absorbed in
Tapas!. The Tapas as explained by Sayana consisted of austerity, sacrifices and
penance. Rita and Satya were regarded as being originated from of Tapas; even
the whole creation is thought to be the result of Tapas of Brahma?. The Rsis
were lived in a state of Samadhi. Through the Samadhi they realized the
highest knowledge. They dwelling in the forest attained Eternal Bliss and
acquired highest knowledge by virtue of Tapas and Samadhi®. When through
the Tapas, the highest knowledge was acquired then they spread this
knowledge to his pupils. Every Rsi, would impart his knowledge, which he had

personally realized. The disciples received this knowledge according to their

! Deva etasyamavandanta piirve saptarsayastapase ye niseduh|RV.X.109.4.
2 Rtam ca satyam cabhiddhattapaso 'dyajayatal|lbid X.190.1.
3 Sa idvane namasyubhirvacasyate caru janesu prabruvana indriyam | Ibid .1.55.4.



individual capacity. And in this way the boundary of education becomes broad
day by day.

During the age the Tapas or Samadhi was the main method of acquiring
knowledge but when Rsi spread the knowledge they also maintained some
rules. From the Taittiriya Samhita we find the reference that during the age
every morning before the sun rise, the student started recitation of the Vedic
hymns*. Like croaking frogs® the Vedic students recite the hymns. The special
attention was paid to correct pronunciation and recitation of the Vedas. On this
the Rgveda points out that the Veda is useless learning to him who only recites
its Rk without comprehending its meaning®. So in that age great value was
attached to the very sound of letters and syllables. The passage of the Rgveda
1.164.24 gives reference that by conjunction of letters are produced seven
Metres i.e., Sapta chandamsi’. These Metres were the roots of the recitation of
any mantra. This passage again defines that Chandas or Metres was made of
Padas or division and Padas of letters or Aksara. And Sayana mentions that
Aksaras are the roots of any hymn. The slightest lapse in uttering a letter or
Aksara of the Vedic Mantra is the great disaster because slightest lapse
changes the meaning of any hymn. So in the Sarzhita period the meditation and
comprehension of the Mantra was considered to be far more important than the

mechanical recitation of the Mantras. It is a matter of fact that their main motto

4 Tait.Sarm.V1.4.3.1.
5 Samvatsaram Sasayana brahmana vratacarinah |
vacam parjanyajinvitam pra manditka avadisuh || RV.VI11.103.1.
8 rco aksare parame vyomanyasmindeva adhi visve niseduh |
yastanna veda kimrca karisyati .................... |[1bid.1.164.39.
" Gayatrena prati mimite arkamarkena sama traistubhena vakar |
vakena vakam dvipada catuspadaksarena mimate sapta vanih || 1bid.l.164.24.



was to acquiring Absolute knowledge or Paramabrahmajfizna®. That is why
the special attention was paid on correct pronunciation and recitation of the
Vedas. They also think that the knowledge which was received from the mouth
of the teacher was regarded as purely Vedic. Thus the teaching method was
mainly oral.

The Rgveda Samihita also reveals that Learned Assemblies (Brahmaza
Samgha, as Sayana calls them) were also developed during the age. The
Rgvedic hymn X.71.3 indicates that in the time of sacrifice, several learned
scholars come together for the purpose of developing the truth, which they had
realize in their heart and mind through the Tapas. They disclose and discuss the
hymns, which they had themselves individually attained as the result of their
long austerities. Several students join this gathering of the learned and acquired
knowledge according to their individual capacities. Brahmana Samgha or
Learned Assemblies created the highest type of learning during the age®.

During the age subjects of study were also developed. In Rgvedal® we
find reference that the teacher do not teach pupils who have no knowledge in
Grammar, lack of intelligence and not a regular pupil living with his preceptor.
Yaska in Nirukta also mentions that for the understanding of the Vedic text the

Grammar had already evolved and included in the curriculum. Like that the six

8 Brhaspate prathamarm vaco agram yatprairata namdheyarn dadhanah |

yadesam srestam yadaripramasitprena tadesam nihitam guhavih || RV. X.71.1.
® Yajiiena bacah padaviyamayantamanvavindannrsisu pravistam |

Tamabhrtya vyadadhuh purutra tam sapta rebha abhi sarm navante || Ibid X.71.3.
10 Uta tvarn sakhye sthirapitamahurnainarm hinvantyapi vajinesu|

adhenva carati mayayaisa vacam susruva afalampuspam|| Ibid X.71.5.



Vedangas and Gatha, Narasamsi, Itihasa and Purana were also developed in
Sarihita periodtt.

In those days education was not regarded as hereditary institution but an
occupational one. There was one such passage of the Rgveda which gives
graphic pictures of the realities of life that- in a family the father was a
Physician (Vaidya), the son a Vedic Poet and the mother an ordinary grain
grinder'?2. A number of Ksatriya king'® such as Ambarisa, Trasadasyu,
Sindhudvipa, Mandhata, Sibi also attained to the status of Rsi only through
their Tapas. In the Rgvedic age the word Sizdra is used not in the sense of caste
but in the sense of one who is mentally so decrepit as to learn nothing in spite
of the best efforts of Preceptor. Women too were entitled to receive education
in the Rgvedic age. The Women ascetics were admitted to full religious rites
and complete educational facilities. We find that the Rgveda and the Yajurveda
suggest that a young learned maiden should be married to one who is learned
like her?4,

The Secular and non religious education were also popular during the
age. The Rgvedic hymn 1X.112, gives a clear idea that there was a provision

for the masses of secular science and technical education®®. The people should

Y Itihasasya ca vai sa puranasya ca gathanam ca narasamsinam ca priyam dham bhavati ya evam
veda|A.V.XV.6.12;

raibhyasidanudeyt narasamst nyocani| surydaya bhadramidvaso gathayaiti pariskrtam|| RV.X.85.6.

2 Karurahar tato bhisagupalapraksini nand| nanadhiyo vasuyavo 'nu gdiva tasthimendrayendo pari
straval|lbid.1X.112.3.

13 1bid.1.100.17; 1V.42;X.9;X.134;X.179.

1“4 dhenavo dhunayantamasisvih sabardurgah sasaya apradugdhdh ||navyanavyd yuvatayo
bhavantirmahaddevanamasuratvamekam || 1bid.111.55.16; YV.VIIL.I.

15 nananam va u no dhiyo vratani jananam..................... Sepo romanvantau bhedau varinmandiika

ichhatindrayendo pari strava| RV.IX.112.



receive knowledge in Agriculture, Animal husbandry, Handicrafts and many
other technical training for attaining high norm of progress in society. Thus we
safely conclude that the Rgvedic education system not only provide the
religious education but also provide the Secular, Social and practical form of
education.

The other Samhitas also reveal the same type of educational process.
There was no change according to age. But when we examine together both the
systems of education then we find that the Rgveda Sarihita does not give any
clear reference of Upanayana ceremony. But the word ‘Brahamacari’ is
mentioned in the Rgveda in the sense of the life of religious student.'®. The
Atharvaveda Samhita very beautifully explained the Upanayana ceremony?’.
The Atharvaveda Samhita mentioned that Vedic students were called
‘Brahmacari” and the teacher ‘Acarya’. The initiation of the student was
regarded as spiritual birth. His first births he owes to his Parents who give him
only body. But it is the spiritual birth which unfolds his mind and soul.
Through this ceremony he became Dvija or twice born Brahmana. This
Initiation ceremony was performed in very simple way. After the initiation
ceremony, the student is a new and changed person both externally and
internally. The student lives in his preceptor’s house with very definite rules
and regulations. He always wears the girdle (Mekhala) of Kusa grass, the skin

of an antelope, used to keep matted hair and also used to carry sacred fuel to

16 Brahmacari carita vevesadvisah sa devanarm bhavatyekamanagam | tena jayamanvavindad
brhaspatih somen nitam juhum na devah || Ibid .X.109.5; Ibid.l11.8, 4-5.

Y Brahmacarisnamscarati rodast ubhe tasmin devah sarhanaso bhvanti...... ..... sa snato babhruh
pirigalah prtivyam bahu rocate ||A.V.XLV.



offer Agni both in the morning and in the evening. He also follows some inner
discipline like he always controls his senses and emotion; he practises
asceticism or Tapas and always leads a dedicated life. Besides this, the other
Samhitas also mention that generally there was no provision for observing
holidays. But teaching and learning was suspended on occasion of festivals and
in cloudy and storm weather?8,

To sum up, we observe that in the Samhita period the ideal of education
was very high. Everyone was entitled to receive education. Women too
occupied a special status in society. The concept of a born caste had not yet
evolved in this period. Ample opportunities were provided to the pupil for the
development of their personality. Their main aim of education was to realize
the Absolute knowledge. So, they devoted their entire life to realize the
Paramabrahmajfian. The perfect meditation and the comprehension of the
mantra are great value during the age. They do not like the Mechanical
learning. Religious education plays a dominating rule. But to build up the
proper economic life in society, secular education and technical education were
also very popular. But during the age literary and scientific progress could not
reach the stage of perfect solidarity and maturity. But this does not mean that
the Samhita period education could not really reach the destination. Through
this education system our later periodic education systems were developed. The
scheme of the Samhita periodic education was the foundation of the ancient

Indian education system.

18 AV.VIL.66.



Education in the Brahmanic Period :

The Brahmanic period also maintains the same tradition but it was more
refined and developed form of education system then the Samihita period.
During the age the Sages or Rsis were dwelling in solitude forests lived in a
state of Samadhi for attaining the eternal bliss. This mystical experience
manifested in the Brahmanas, the Arapyakas and the Upanisats. These
Brahmanas, Arapyakas and Upanisats are the main sources of knowledge
about the education system in Brahmanic period. Since in the Brahmana, the
Aranyakas and the Upanisats the sacrificial rite, metaphysics, philosophy of the
soul, theology, mysteries of creation are throughly discussed. In those days
great importance was given in education of these philosophies. The teachers
devoted themselves in imparting education to pupils on these fundamental
truths. In different places of diversed environs the students were receive
education. So we can say that these Brahmanas, Aranyakas and Upanisats
introduced a more systematic and standardized education system.

Admission and Period of Studentship :

During the Brahmanic period normal period of studentship was started
after the Upanayana ceremony. The three high born castes viz., Brahmana,
Ksatriya and Vaisya were eligible for the Upanayana ceremony. They had to
go to preceptor’s house after the Upanayana ceremony. The Satapatha
Brahmana beautifully explained this Upanayana ceremony'®. Having being

initiated by his preceptor the student entered upon the spiritual career. He was

19 SR B.XL.5.4.



called Brahmacari, up to the age of twenty five years he could continue his
studies. This period of studentship was necessary for every individual. In the
Chandogya Upanisat? we find that Svetaketu s father says to his son that in his
family or his clan none has been remained without the formal pupilage. This
formal pupilage or studentship was normally fixed for twelve years in general
case. Svetaketu and Upakosala Kamalayana ?* had studied at his preceptor’s
feet for twelve years. But the students who like to continue their studies, they
can extend the period of their academic career even beyond twelve years. In the
Aitareya Brahmana?? we find such pupil (Nabhanedishtha) who remained at
his preceptor’s house for a very long time, so much so that his father ceased
hoping for his return and distributed his property amongst his other sons. In
the passage of the Chandogya Upanisat??, we find such reference that a person
devoted to the pursuit of knowledge for all his life. However at the same time
some evidence seem to be indicated that during the age formal pupilage was
not absolutely binding for pursuit the knowledge. In the Brhadaranyaka
Upanisat?* we find that without the formal pupilage Yajiavalkya instructs his
wife Maitreyi and King Janaka, who were not strictly his pupil.

Conditions and Duties of Studentship :

20 Somyasmatkulinohananiichya brahmabandhuriva bhavatiti ||Ch.U. VL1 1.

2 Sa ha dvadasavarsa upetya]| loid.VI.1.2;
tasya ha dvadasa varsanyagnin paricacara ||Ibid 1V.X 1.

22 Nabhanedistam vai manavarh brahmacarye vasantam bhrdataro nirabhajamatso ébravidetya kim
mahyambhdtketyetameva nistavamavavaditaramityabruvamastasmatdhyapyetahim pitaram putra
nistavo 'vavaditetyevacaksate............ ||A.B.V.14.

23 Hasmai varsayati ha ya etadevam vidvan ICh.U.11.3.

24 Yadeva bhagavan veda tadeva me brahiti||B.U.I1.4.3;

namastehastu yajiiavalkyanu ma sadhiti... ... ..........||Ibid 1V.2. 1.



The first condition was that the students had to live under the roof of his
preceptor. The Tuaittiriva Brahmana, the Satapatha Brahmana and the
Aitareya Brahmana also mention that it was essential for pupil, to reside at the
house of the preceptor?®. The term acarya kula vasina and dcarya antevasina
which is found in the Chandogya Upanisat, clearly indicates that the student
who stays under the roof of his preceptor?. Further the student had to go for
begging alms for his preceptor and for himself. This tradition was carried out
invariably by all poor or rich, prince or peasant. The Satapatha Brahmana?
also mentions that the student should beg alms without feeling ashamed. These
begging alms inculcated in pupil the noble spirit of humility.

Another duty of the pupils was to tending the sacred fire at his
preceptor’s house?®. The student should daily collect the sacred fuel from forest
to feed the fire of preceptor’s house. On the completion of his academic career
he placed the last fuel and took the final bath. In the Chandogya Upanisat?® we
find that Upakosala Kamalayana tended the fire for twelve years at his
preceptor’s home. This divine flame of sacrificial fire was symbolic of
intellectual development and spiritual illumination of the pupil.

The next duty of the student was to look after the house of his preceptor

and his belongings. The Satapatha Brahmana® mentions that the students

% TBII7.6.3;SR.B.XI3.3.2; AB.V.14

% Ch.U.11.23.1; IV.10.1.

21 Brahmacarf ahrirbhiita bhiksate || SR.B.X1.3.3.5.

28 sa yadagnaye samidhamaharati||Ibid..XI.3.3.4.

2 tasya ha dvaadasa varsanyagnin paricacara || Ch.UIV.X.1.

% Brahmacarina acaryam gopdyanti; grhan pasiinnenno paharanti || SR.B.IIL6.2.15.
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should guard their master’s house and his cattle. The Chandogya Upanisat®!
also recounts that how Satyakama went away with his preceptor’s cattle to a
distant country and during his return the number of the cattle had become
thousand. The major part of the life of the student was devoted to the service of
the Guru. These services of Guru made him physically and morally fit.

Along with these duties, the study was the primary duty of the student.
Without the proper academic career he was not able to become a perfect
member of the society and also not able to acquire the Supreme knowledge.
That is why; the Chandogya Upanisat®> mentions that after the manual services
of teacher, the students should prosecute his studies. But the Gopatha
Brahmana **mentions that during the period of studentship, the student should
also overcome certain passions and evil habits of mind in order to give full
concentration on his studies. Such evil habits are caste, pride, fame, anger,
bragging, personal beauty, excessive sleep, music, dancing, and so on. The
Upanisats®* also require that the Brahmacari before the acquisition of highest
knowledge he should overcome his habits because pupils’ main motto was to
receive the proper education. All these make him a perfect student and he
becomes a true member of the society and also allows to receive proper

education.

81 Saha varsaganam provasa ta yada sahasrarm sampeduh || Ch.U.1V.4.5.

32 Acaryakulad vedamadhitya yathavidhanarm guroh karmatisesenabhisamavrthya || 1bid.VI11.15.

33Sa yadmrgajinani vaste, sa yadaharahardcaryaya karma karoti, sa yat susupsur nidram
ninayati... ..................noparisayr syad na gayno na nartani na sarano na nistivet||G.B.11.2-7.

34 Tasmadevamvicchanto danta uparatastitiksuh samahito bhiitvatmanyevatmanar pasyati
sarvamatmanam pasyati|| B.U.1V.4.23.
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Subjects of Study :

In Brahmanic period various types of subjects come in to existence.
From the dialogue of Narada and Sanatkumara® we find that during the period
the Rgveda, the Yajurveda, the Samaveda, the Atharvaveda, the Epic and
mythological poem as fifth Veda ,Grammar (Vyakarana), Necrology (Pitrya),
Arithmetic(Rasi),Diviation(Nidhi),Chronology(Kal nirupan Vidya), Theology
(Vakovakyam), the doctrine of prayer(Deva Vidya), Necromancy (Bhiita
Vidya), the art of War(Kshatravidya or Dhanur Veda), Astronomy( Naksatra
Vidya), Snake charming (Sarpa Vidya) and the Fine Arts(Deva-Jana-Vidya)
formed the chief subjects of study. During the age the Vedic study was the
most important. One should study the Veda every day. This Vedic study was
called Svadhyaya®. Besides these the Satapatha Brahmana also gives detailed
syllabus of various subjects. The Satapatha Brahmana® mentions that
Anusasana, Vidya, Vakovakyam, Itihasa- Purana, Narasamsi, Gathdas,
Akhyana, Anvakhyana, Anuvyakhyana, and Vyakhyana were the important
subjects of study during the age. All these subjects form a vast curriculum of
study. In spite of varied subjects Para Vidya was the most important subject of

study during the period. Without the Para Vidya everything was but in words.

3 Rgvedamn bhagavohadhyemi yajurvedam samavedamarthavanam caturthamitihdsapuranam
paficamam vedanam vedam pitryam rasim daivam nidhim vakovakyamekayanam devavidyam
brahmavidyam bhitavidyam Kstravidyam naksatravidyam sarpadevajanavidyametad
bhagavohadhyemi]| || Ch.U VII.I.1.

3 Svadhyayo vai brahma-yajiiah ||SR.B.XL.5.6.3.

3" Yadanusdasanani vidya vakovakyamitihdsapurangathd nardsayarnsaya sa ya evam
vidvananusasanani vidya vakova kyamitihdsapuranagatha... ... ..................|| Ibid. X1.5.6.7.
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The Upanisats speak about this highest knowledge technically called Para
Vidya®.
Methods of Study :

In Brahmanic period the methods of study become more and more
scientific. Doubts had to be cleared by question, cross question and answers
method. These methods were explained in a very fascinating manner by
employing all the available sources viz. — illustration, stories, and parables®®.
But the Upanisats mentions that the main part of education was the work of the
student and not the teacher. So the student was not merely a passive listener to
his teacher. Through the Sravapa, Manana and Nididyasana he should realize
the actual truth of knowledge. This Sravana, Manana and Nididyasana were
the basic pedagogic principle of education. Through this they can realize the
ultimate truth of the knowledge“°.

Position and Duties of the Teacher :

In Brahmanic period the teacher held a great position and honour.
During the period life of teacher served as a model for the society. The
Taittariya Aranyaka** mentions that ‘@carya deva bhava’ that means he was as
respectful in all its respect .He leads darkness into the light. It is his sacred
duty. He looks after the students and gives all his support for the proper
development of students. The Satapatha Brahmana®? mentions that teacher

reveals everything to his pupil. It was matter of fact that without the teacher no

38 Atha para —yaya tadaksaramdhigamyate||Mun.U.1.1.5.
3 Prasna.U.II;Katha.U. I; Kena.U.III.

“ATAVIL1IL2.

42 SR BXIV.11.26,27.
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one can able to clarify the doubts of the students and give all the absolute
knowledge*®. That is why, the society paid high esteem to teacher. But during
the age the teaching profession was restricted only for Brahmins. But Some
Ksatriyas also acquire fame as teacher, whom Brahmana also approached for
highest Knowledge. In the Brhadaranyaka Upanisat** we find that for the
attainment of highest knowledge Svetaketu and his father went to the
Pravahapa Jaivalis court and became his disciple.

Educational Institution :

To emerge the education system in Brahmanic period variety of
educational institutions were developed like Sakha, Charana, Gotra, Parisats.
But during the age, as an educational institution Gurukula received the actual
status*. The Parisat also received the high status because these Parisats were
the association of teacher and students. These Parisats were something
corresponding to modern university. The Paficala Parisat*® was one of the
famous Parisats during the age.

Education of Women :

Women were highly respected and honoured in Brahmanic period. They
had the fullest extent of freedom to develop their personality. It was the notable
element of the Brahmanic period that women participated in sacrificial ritual.
Without them no Yajfia or Sacrifice was considered to be complete. Wives of

Rsis were the partner with their husbands in spiritual rituals. The Satapatha

3 Gurukrpam vihaya brahmavidya durlabheti| Sv.U.VI.23.( Sankarabhdsya)

4 paimyaham bhavantamiti................. sa hopayanakirtyovasa||B.U.VI.2.7.

45 Mookeriji, R.K. Ancient Indian Education (Brahmanical and Buddhist), Motilal Banarasi Dass
Publishers, Delhi 2011, P.133.

“ BU.VI2.1; SRB.XL4.1.
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Brahmana*’ mentioned that they were the hind part of sacrifices. They enjoyed
the privilege of receiving education. They were called Brahmavadinis or
Rsikas. Some authorities mentioned that girls too were entitled for Upanayana
or Sacred thread ceremony. They were participated in learned discourses. The
Upanisats mention several learned women scholars. The two wives of
Yajiiavalkya, Maitreyi and Katyayani were the erudite scholarly ladies of those
days*. But in the last phase of the Brahmanic age, the child marriage seems to
have come in to vogue. For this reason, the ratio of women education was
therefore, on a constant and steady decline. Nevertheless, Girls who were
belonging to noble families were essentially receiving education on equal terms
with other residential pupils.

Education of the other castes :

In Brahmanic period the outlines of the caste system having become
something changed. The studentship was open for the first three classes. The
Brahmanas were received education in the Vedas and the other Sastras. But the
Vedic study came to be regarded as of secondary importance of Ksatriyas and
Vaisyas. The Ksatriyas generally studied the Ksatravidya, the Niti-Sastra or the
Dhanurveda which they had to learn from the Brahmanas. But Upanisats
reveals many Ksatriyas profound knowledge in the Vedas. Even many
Ksatriyas defeated the Brahmaras. King Janaka of Videha, Pravahana Jaivali
of Paficalas and Asvapati Kaikeya had profound knowledge of the Vedas and

other divine knowledge. The Brahmana and the Upanisats texts mentioned that

47 Jaghandrdho va esa yajiiasya yat patni. SR.B. V.2.1.8.
8 Yajiiavalkyasya dve bharye babhiivaturmaitreyi ca katydyani ca tayorha maitreyi brahmavadini
babhiiva striprajiiaiva tarhi katyayanytha... ............||B.UIV.5. 1.
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the large number of Brahmanas who had studied the Vedas used to go to King
Janaka to slake their thirst for transcendental knowledge®.In the learned
assembly commenced at Paficala, both Svetaketu and his father Aruni could not
answer any question put to them by the Ksatriya King Pravahana Jaivali. As a
result of which, they had to become Jaivalis disciples®. The Vaisyas also had
the opportunity to studied the Vedas but their main pursuit of knowledge was
agriculture, production and distribution of corn which were their main
functions. In some occasion they also took part in wars. But their chief
ambition in life was to become a village headman. There was no evidence to
show that they take part in intellectual life as the Ksatriya did. Like the
Vaisyas, the Sudras too learnt agriculture, cattle rearing, dairy farming and
handicrafts. They were not allowing to receiving education in the Vedas. But
their main pursuit of knowledge was the Deva-Jana Vidya which means music,
dancing and instrument playing. The Brahmapas imparted to the Sudras
education in these subjects.

End of Studentship :

During the period at the completion of studentship the teacher delivers
Convocational address to the students. This Convocational address to the
students was called the Samavartana Ceremony. Through this ceremony the
teacher reminds the students of their duties in practical life. These duties
embodied primarily speaking of truth, performance of duties, study of the

Veda, maintaining good health, performance of sacrifices, service to parents

“®B.U.IV.1; SR.B.XL6.2.1.
%0 paimyahari bhavantamiti | lbid.VI1.2.7;Ch.U.V.3..
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and teachers’, charity and other similar deeds. The Taittiriya Upanisat® very
beautifully addressed this farewell address to the students. The Samzhita period
does not give any reference about the convocation ceremony. It is from the
Brahmanic period where we find that on the completion of academic career the
students used to take their last bath in the residence of the preceptor. And the
student became Srataka, after the final bath. The preceptor then addressing the
students gave the eternal message. This message was very important because
through this message the student became aware of his responsibilities. And he
became perfect member of the society.

In the resume it can be said that during the Brahmanic period Yajfia
occupied the predominant place in the system of education. The students had to
spend much of their time in performing Yajfia. The aim of education in the
Samhita and the Brahmanic period remained the same but the means remained
different. The Brahmaras were the real intellectual leaders controlling
education system during the age. Various rituals and number of subjects in the
curriculum were developed in the Brahmanic period. But the Para Vidya was

insisted upon. The studentship was open for first three classes of people. The

' Vedamaniichyacaryohantevasinamanusasti | satyamh vada | Dharmam cara |svadhyayanma

pramadah |acaryaya privam dhanamdrtya prajatantm ma vyavcachetsih |satyanna pramditvyam |
dharmanna pramaditavyam |kusalanna pramaditavyam |bhiitaiya na pramaditavyam | svadhyaya
pravachanabhyam na pramaditavyam |devaptrkaryabhyam na pramaditavyam |matrdevo bhavo
|ptrdevo bhavo |acaryadevo bhavo |athitidevo bhavo |yanyanavadyani karmani |tani sevitavyani |no
itarani | yanyasmakam sucaritani |tani tvayopasyani || no itorani |ye ke chasmacchreyamso
brahmanah | tesam tvaydsanena prasvasitavyam |Sraddaya deyam |asraddyahadeyam |sriya deyam
|hriya deyam | bhiya deyam |samvida deyam |atha yadi te karmavicikitsa va vrttavicikitsd va syat ||ye
tatra brahmanah sammarsinah |yukta ayuktah | aliksa dharmakamah syuh | ytha te tatra varteran |
tatha tatra vartethah |athabhyakhyatesu ye tatra brhamanah sammarsinah |yuktd ayuktah | aliksa
dharmakamah syuh |yatha te tesu varteran |tatha tesu vartethah |esa adesah | |esa upadesh | esa
vedopanisat| etadanusasnam | evamupasitavyam |evamu caitadupasyam | T.UL11.
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period of studentship was twelve years in general case. The Upanayana and
Samavartana ceremony were compulsory during the age. Variety of
educational institutions was developed. But Gurukula occupied the supremacy.
Varpa system was prevalent during this period. Women and other castes also
enjoyed the educational right and acquired fame for learning. Various aspects
of education came in to lime light. Various methods of education were also
developed. So we can say that through this education system we find the real
educational structure of ancient India.

Education in the Epic Period :

The Ramayana and the Mahabharata were the two main epics of
ancient India. The value of these two epics was considerable indeed because
these two epics give us a very clear idea about the highly developed culture of
ancient India. But these two epic do not contain much regard to education.
These epic mainly deal with action not in the thought. So purely educational
evidence of the Epics is however very meager. But when we going through the
subject —matter of the Ramayana and the Mahabharata then we find that the
two epics also give us some very useful information bearing on educational
ideals and institutions.

Admission and Period of Studentship :

During the age the pupils’ first introduction to education was started
through the Vidyarambha ceremony. This ceremony was known as Upakrama
ceremony in Epic age. After the performance of this ceremony the pupil started

their Vedic studies. In the Mahabharata Pandavas started their Vedic studies
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after the performance of Updakarma or Vidyarambha ceremony®2. But the
pupils’ actual education was started after the performance of Upanayana
ceremony. In the Ramayana, Rama and his half brothers started their education
after the Upanayana ceremony®. In the Shanti parva®* of the Mahabharata
mentioned that after the performance of Upanayana ceremony the Brahmana
boys started their Vedic education. Drtardastra, Pandu, Vidura also started their
education after the performance of Upanayana ceremony >° .

During the age the period of studentship was also spread over the
twelve years. The Mahabharata®® mentioned that up to the age of twenty five
years the Brahmacari could continue his studies.But the Naisthika
Brahmacaris devoted their entire life to pursuit the knowledge. For the pursuit
of knowledge the ideal student named Utasika® who spread his major part of
life in his preceptor’s house.

Conditions and Duties of studentship :

In the earlier period aforesaid that after the Upanayana ceremony the
student used to live under the roof of his preceptor. It was their first condition
of studentship. But now situation was something changed. Some students lived

with his preceptor and some student under the appointed private teacher after

52 Tatah panduh kriyah sarvah pandavanamakarayat... ............kasyapah Krtavan
sarvamupakarma ca bharata... ... ...............vaidikadhyayane sarve samapadyanta
paragah \M.Bh.Adi.123.32.

%3 Dasa sapta varsani tava jatasya ragava||Ram.Ayoda.20.45,.1.20.

5 Krtopanayanastata bhaved vedaparayanah|M.Bh.Shanti.326.14.

% Drtardastrasca pandusca viudurasca mahamatih... ...............samskaraih samskrtdste tu
vratadhyansariyutah ||Ibid Adi.108.18.

% Ayusasta caturbhagam brahmacaryanasuyakah|Ibid. Shanti.242.16.
vedavratopavasena catuthai cayuse gate.Ibid. Shanti.242.28.

57 Satavarsositarm mam hi na tvamabhyanujanitha| Ibid,Asva.56.16.
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the Upanayana ceremony. In the Adi parva of the Mahabharata *8we get the
following account of the education of the Kauravas and the Pandavas,
Mahatma Bhisma brought to his place the Vedic scholar Drondcarya and
entreated him to educate his grandsons in proper conduct and warfare. So
during the age it was not mandatory account that everyone should live with his
preceptor’s house. But majority of the students had their schooling under the
discipleship of Gurus residing with them in their abodes. This was the general
practice. Rama after the Upanayana lived with his preceptor and finished the
education®. Mahatma Bhisma, Guru Dronacarya, King Draupad also lived in
the house of his preceptor for proper training®.

As regards the duties of the students, the Epic period also mentioned
that, an ideal student always served for his teacher. He observed all the rules
and conduct of his teacher. He always got up early in the morning and slept in
after his preceptor. Every morning and evening he had to performed the
Sandhya adoration. With the clean body he started his daily courses. He used to
beg alms for his preceptor and look after his house and cattle. He also
controlled over his senses and avoided mado, moha and chapalata. He used to
avoid honey, perfume, garlands. He also avoided the female company. Through

the proper prayaschita he purified his soul. These were the some important

%8 Yutrupah sa hi gururityevamanucintyaca |athainamaniya tada svayameva susatkrtam||
M.Bh.Adi.130.38

%9 caritabrahmacaryasya vidydsnatayasya dhimatah || Ram.Ayoda..82.11.

8 Brahmacari vinitatma jatilo vahulah samabh... ... ... .......tenaharh saha sarhgamya vartayan suciram
prabhau ||M.Bh.Adi.13.41-43.
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duties and restrictions of studentship of Epic age. Without these duties and
restrictions none can able to receive the proper training or education®’,
Subjects of study :

The Ramayana and the Mahabharata give the detailed syllabus of
various subjects. During the age Veda, Anvisiki, Vartta, Dandaniti, were the
main subjects of study. Besides these many other subjects like Yuktisastra,
Sabdasastra, Gandarvasastra, Purana, Itihasa, Akhyana, and Kalavidya were
included in the curriculum®2,

During the age specialization of any subject was compulsory because all
the castes groups had their special curricula appropriate to their occupations.
The Brahmanas were the priest. They studied all the subjects. But they were
specially trained in the Vedas®® .The Ksatriyas were the rulers. They had
compulsorily to learn Military education, the art of archery, ‘Dhanurveda”. The
Ramayana contains a reference to the military training of King Dasarata’s sons
during their boyhood®. Like that in the Mahabharata we also find the military
training of Kauravas and Pandavas. Guru Drondcarya imparts education to

Kauravas and Pandavas in a very short time®. The Vaisyas were studied all the

81 Brahme muhurte budhyet dharmartho canucintayet |utthaydcamya tistet pirvarm sandhya
krtafijalih || M.Bh.Anu.104.16.
tasmat tistet sada parvam pascimam caiva vagyatah| 1bid.Anu.104.18-19;
sarvadharmanirato vidvan sarvendryato munih|guroh priyahito yuktah satyadharmaparh sucihl||
Ibid.Aswa.46.2;
jitendriyah sarvto viprayuktah |1bid.Adi.91.5;
Napriksita caritram vidya deya katharican || Ibid.Shanti.327.46.
82 Trayt canviksiki caiva Vartta ca bharatarsabha |dandanitisca vipula vidyastatra nirdirsitd)|
Ibid.Shanti.59.33;
yuktisastra ca te jeflyam savdasastram bharata |Ibid. Anu 104.147.
83 “Traividyo brahmano vidvan--------- esa smyto dvijah’|Ibid. Anu. 141.66.
8 Te capi manujavyagra vaidikadhyayane rata |pitrsusrupanarata dhanuRVede ca nistitah|
Ram.18.35-36.

M.Bh.Adi.131.9;
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Varttasastras®. But when we discuss about the education of princes then we
find that a person is also able to qualify in diverse course of subjects.

In the Ramayana we find that Ra@ma and his brothers were well versed
in all the Sastras. Specially Rama was well versed in the Veda, Vedangas,
Dhanurveda, Nitisastra, Vartta, Itihasa, Purapa, Military arts, Poetry,
Philosophy, Arthavivaga, riding on horses and elephants. He was also an expert
charioteer®’. He was mastered in the use of all kinds of missiles and weapons
that were known as Vala and Ativala®. He was also profoundly proficient in
Music®®,

In the Mahabharata™ we find that the Pandavas studied all the Vedas,
various Sastras, Niiti, Itihasa, Purana, Archery, and different types of military
arts. Acarya Dropa taught them Dhanurveda in all its branches. Arjuna taught
Abhimanyu and other princes on the same line’2. So it is clear the Epic
introduced the variegated curriculum of studies. But the main emphasis was
laid down on the study of Military sciences.

Methods of Study :

gadayuddheo’sicaryayam tomaraprasasaktisu | dronah samkirnayuddhe ca siksayamasa
kauravan| | Ibid.Adi.131.29.
8 Krsi goraksa vanijyam vaisyam karma svabhavajam| M.Bh. Bhisma.40.48;
vaisyasya satatam dharmah pasupalyam krsistatha|lbid.Anu.141.54.
57 Vedavedargatatvajiio Dhanurveda ca nistitah||Ram.Bdla.l 14.
Sarvasastarthatatvaijah smrtimanpratibhanavan|Ibid.Bala. 15,
arohe vinaye caiva yukto varanavajinam |Ibid.Ayodha.1.28.
8 Dharayantyasurd yani dadamyetani sarvasah ||Ibid Bala.27.13;
Mantragramam Qrhana tvam valamativalam tatha |1bid.Bala.22.12.
8 gandharve ca bhuvi resto vabhuva bharatagrajah||1bid.Ayodha.2.34.
0 Tato dronah panduputranstrani vividhani ca... ... ........ tamstu sarvan samaniya
sarvavidydstrasiksitan|M.Bh.Adi.131.9-67.
"L Tato dronah panduputranastrani vividani ca| grahayamasa divyani manusani ca viryavan||
Ibid. Adi.131.9;
gadayuddheo ’sicaryayam tomaraprasasaktisu | dronah samkirpayuddhe ca siksayamasa
kauravan|| Ibid.Adi.131.29.
2 arjunad veda vedajiioh sakalam divyamanusam|| Ibid Adi.221.72 ;
jagrhuh sarvamisvastramarjunad divyamanusam||\bid Adi.221.,88.
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During the age the methods of study were varied from class to class. But
recitation and recapitulation were very popular during this period”. Every day
students’ were required to spend a part of their time in the school in jointly
reciting a portion of work they had committed to memory. As a result of this
training the memory of average student was very highly developed. During the
age Tapasya, Svadhyaya, Debate and discussion were still popular’. Besides
this storytelling and listening the learned person was also very popular during
the age. In the Mahabharata™, the learned Ugrasrava went to the
Naimisaranya, the hermitage of Saunaka, where he delivered the lectures in
front of Saunaka’s disciples about the Brahmatattva. Practical examination was
another method which was very popular during the age. We find in the
Mahabharata’ that Dropacarya frequently took the practical examination, to
test the students’ quality of education.

Position and Duties of the teacher :

The teacher also possessed the highest moral and spiritual qualifications
during the age. The teachers’ were generally called the Acarya and Guru. We
find the three types of Acarya during the age viz., Chandovit Acarya, Vedavit
Acarya, and Vedyavit Acarya. The Vedavit Acarya was the chief among the two

types of Acaryas’’’.

73 Rcho bahvrecamukyaisca preyarmanah padakramaih| M.Bh.Adi.70.37.

"4 Tapah svadhyayaniratam tapasvi vagvidam varam|Ram.Bala.1.1;
svadhyayr aluvdhoniyatavratah| M.Bh.Aswa.46.6.

S Tamasramamanupraptarn naimisaranyavasinam|citrah srotam kathastatra
parivabrustapasvinah|| ||Ibid. Adi.1.1.3.

8 dronah praharanajiiane jifiasuh purusasarohah || Ibid.Adi.131.67.

7 Misra,Babulal. Mahabharatkalin siksa pranali,Prathibha Prakasan, Delhi,P.66.
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Various descriptions were met with in the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata of celebrated Gurus like Vasistha, Viswamitra, Sandzpani,
Dropa, Parasurama and Kapva. In the Mahabharata we find some stories
like — the story of Ekalavya, the story of Upamanyu, story of Aruni and Veda’®.
From these stories we gathered that the teacher received high reverence during
the age.

As regards the duties of the teachers’ in the Epic also mentioned that the
teacher was the guardian of the students’ life. He had immense moral
responsibility. He builds the life of his student. The Mahabharata’™
mentioned that that the parents only create the body of his child. But the
preceptor gives new birth of his student.

Educational Institution :

The educational institutions during the Epic period were mostly
correspondence with earlier period. But during the age hermitage education
was very popular. In the hermitage the students used to have very congenial
atmosphere for learning. The Epics tell us numerous hermitages where pupils’
from distant parts of the country gathered for instructions. A full-fledged
hermitage had several departments, which were enumerated as follows:-

1) Agnisthana — The place of worship.

8 Tato nisadarajasya hiranyadhanusah sutah|ekalavyo mardj dronamabhyajagama
ha.....................tatah Saram tu naisadiraiigulibhirvyakarsata| na tatha ca sa signro’bhiida yatha
purvam naradhipa || M.Bh.Adi.131.31-51.

Etasminnantre kascidrsirdhaumyo namdayodastasya sisyastrayo
babhitvuripamanyurarunirvedascita... .............cccco...... tatparitosacach sreyah sarvajiiatam
cavapa|Esa tasyapi pariksa vedasya |Ibid Adi.3.21-80.

9 Sariramaitau srjatah pitd mata ca bharata| acarya $asta ya jatih sa satya
sajaramardl|lbid. Anul05.18-19.
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2) Brhama sthana - The place of study Veda.

3) Visnu sthana - The place for teaching Rajnitividya.

4) Mehandra sthana - Military section.

5) Vivasvata sthana - Astronomy section.

6) Soma sthana — Section of Botany.

7) Garuda sthana - Section dealing with Transport and conveyances.

8) Kartikeya sthana - Military organization®.
Some of the famous hermitages during the Epic period were:-
1) The hermitage of Valmiks : The famous hermitage of the Valmiki was
situated in Chitrakata hill on the bank of the river Tamasa®. Many students
resided in this hermitage to become proficient in Sastrik knowledge. The twins
sons of Rama, Kusa and Lava were taught the Vedas, Vedangas and the art of
music in this hermitage®?. The beauty of this hermitage was so admirable that
many venerable guests like to come in this hermitage again and again. It was
the most famous hermitage during the Epic period.
2) The hermitage of Bharadvaja : The hermitage of Bharadvaja was situated
near the confluence of the river Ganga and Yamuna®®. Rsi Bharadvaja was

master in astravidyas. That is why, his hermitage was basically popular for

8 Mookerji, R.K. Ancient Indian Education (Brahmanical and Buddhist), Motilal Banarasi Dass
Publishers, Delhi 2011, P.333.

81 Citrakutamimarm pasya pravrdvasikharam girim...........................abhigamyasram sarve
valmikimbhivadayan||Ram.Ayodha.56.10-16.

82 Sangam ca vedamadhyapaya kificidutkranta —$aisavau| sviketim gapayamasa kavi-
prathamapaddhatim||Raghuvamsam. XV 33.

8 Gangavascapi samtaram bharavdjsya darsanam |Ram.Bala.3.15;
Gangddvaram pratimahan babhuva bhagvanrsih|bharadvaja iti khyatah||M.Bh.Adi.129.33.
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military education. King Drupada and Dronacarya, the son of Rsi Bharadvaja
were received education in this hermitage8.

3) The hermitage of Agastya : The hermitage of Agastya was situated in
Dandakaranya®®. Several students used to live here to study the various
Sastras. The Mahabharata refers to that king Yudhisthira visited this
hermitage®. In this hermitage the students performed the different types of
Yajfias and continuously study the Vedas, Vedarngas and different other
subjects.

4) The hermitage of Maharsi Kanva : The hermitage of Mahaysi Kanva was
situated on the bank of the river Malin’. There were many small hermitages
situated on the bank of the river Malini but Maharsi Kanva'’s hermitage was
one of the best among them. The whole environment of the jungle tract around
the Malini used to be odorous with the blazes of the sacrificial altar and
resonant with the chanting of the Veda mantras®. In this hermitage there lived
eminent scholars of Veda, Jurisprudence, Philosophy, Smrti and so on.

5) The hermitage of Saunak : The hermitage of Saunak was situated in
Naimisa forest®. Thousand of disciples lived with Saunak. The presiding
personality of Saunak was called Kulapati. It was his designation because

thousand of disciples used to study under the roof of sage Saunak. The wide

84Sa nityasramarn gtva dronena saha parthivah| cikidadahyayanam caiva cakara
ksatriyarsabhah||M.Bh.129.42.

8 Rama.Bala.1.41.

8 agastyasramamasadya durjayamuvasa ha||M.Bh.Bana.96.1.

87 Malinimbhito rajana nadirm punyam sukhodakam..........................tasydtire bhagavatah
kasyapasya mahatmanah || Ibid Adi.21.

8 Ibid Adi.70.19-26.

8 Namisdranye Saunakasya kulapatedvadasavarsike satre || Ibid Adi.1.1.1.
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ranges of subjects were studied in this hermitage. This hermitage was also the
holy spot of pilgrimage.

Besides these hermitages many other hermitages like the hermitage of
Vyasa, Vaisistha, Viswamitra, Parasurama, Dhaumya and Kdasyapa also were
held in high esteem during the age.

Education of Women :

The education of women was still extensive but we find divergent views
regarding the education of Women. Some authorities expressed that women
were not found adequate opportunity during those days. But when we discuss
the overall status of women then we find some changes. But with regard to the
educational status of women in the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, we find
the name of several erudite scholars. This throws light that during the age
women also received education. Parents were eager to educate their daughters
so that they might emerge as learned scholars. Sita, the wife of Rama was an
erudite scholar. After the marriage she continued to have her lessons on Sruti
from famous Brahmanas. During her exile period she could pride herself on
being Pandita®® . Like that many other women were highly qualified during the
age. They were Kausalya, Tara, Sakuntala, Draupadi, Kunti, Gandart, Savitri,
Shiva, Vidula, Sulava, Gautami, Arundati, Sandili, Damayanti, Sikand, Gariga,
Satyavati, Gandhari, Madhavi, Subadra, Chitrangada, Sabari and so on. Some

women like Yogini Sula, Sidhi Shiva,Tapasvini Sandilyaduhita observed

9 Sarkar,S.C. Educational Ideals and institutions in Ancient India, Janaki Parakashan,
Patna,1979.P.65.
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permanent celibacy. They were the Naisthika Brahmacarinis throughout their
lives®?,

During the age parents generally appoints private teachers for their
daughters. In the Mahabharata® we find that Draupadi along with her brothers
received his education from the private teacher. In the Virara parva of the
Mahabharata®, we find that as a private teacher Vrhannala Arjuna, taught
dancing and singing to Uttara.

Education of other Castes :

In the epic period, the three upper classes, such as, Brahmana, Ksatriya
and Vaisya were entitled to Vedic studies. But there is divergent opinion
regarding Sudra’s right to education. Sudras had no right to be invested with
the sacred thread and therefore, they were debarred from prosecuting the Vedic
studies. But in the Mahabharata we find that Lomaharsan Sauti and Sanjay
belonging to charioteer class were very proficient in knowledge®. They did not
study the Vedas, nevertheless they were acquainted with the essence of the
Vedas by means of going through the Puranas. We find that Yudhiszhira
appointed Yuyutsa to safe guard Hastinapura. None would appoint an ignorant
person in such a strategic position. Certainly Yuyutsa was an intelligent and

learned man. In the Rajasuya sacrifice Yudhisthira addressed Sudra as

A traiva brahamant siddha kaumarabrahamacarinilyogayukta divam yata tapah siddha tapasvini|
M.Bh.Salya.54.6-8.
Atra sidda Siva nama brahamant vedaparaga |adhitya sakhilan vedan lebhe svam
dehamaksyam||Ibid.Udyog.109.19.
92 Brahmanam me pitd piirvam vasayamasa panditam|so ‘pi sarvamitro praha pitre me
bharatarsabhal|nitim brhaspatiproktarm bhratrn meo 'grahayat purd|tesam sakasada
Srausamahametam tada grhe|| 1bid.Ban.32.60-61.
93 Sa Siksayamasa ca gitvaditam ||Ibid. Virat.11.12-13.
% Lomaharsanputra ugrasravah sautih pauraniko...............................vinayavanato bhiitva
kadacit siitnandanah||Ibid Adi.1.1-2.
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‘Venerable’. From the term ‘Venerable’ it may be presumed that during those
days Sudras were held in the eye of high esteem®. Besides, in the cabinet of
ministers there were three persons belonging to Sudra class. We may also point
out the case of high-minded Vidura. He was born from the womb of Sudra
woman. But by means of his paternal introduction Vidura was entitled to the
Vedas. Nevertheless, he introduced himself as Sudra®. From the aforesaid
references it may be said that during those days there were many doubts
regarding Sudra’s right to education in the society. Almost in all cases Sudras
were engaged in the service of the upper three classes. Hence there were many
obstacles and restrictions regarding Sudras right to education during those
days.

End of Studentship :

The studentship terminated with the performance of Samavartana
ceremony. There were no extra innovations and alterations. All the students,
offering the proper gurudaksing performed Samavartana ceremony and
thereafter started their family life. But in the Mahabharata® we find an
Interesting thing that sometime the teachers were satisfied with the unalloyed
(pure) devotion of their students, they offered their own daughters in marriage
with the students after the Samavartana ceremony and thereby made the

teacher-student relationship more closer. For example, the sage Uddalaka and

% Manyana $iidramsca) M.Bh Sabha.33.41;
trims$ca Siidran vinitamsca Sucin karmani piirvake ||Ibid Shanti.85.8.
% Siidrayonavaham jdto .....................||Ibid Udyog.41.5.
% Tasmai pradata sadya eva Srutiica, bharyayarica vai duhitararm svam sujatam ||
Ibid.Van.132.9;
dadani patnim kanyarica svam te duhitaram dvija ............... tatastam pratijagraha yuba
bhiitva yasisvaniim || Ibid. Aswa.56.23.
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the sage Gautama offered their daughters to Kahoda and Uttanka respectively
in marriage.

To sum up the system of education in Epic age, we find that during the
age Brahmana, Ksatriya and Vaisya received actual education. Military
education received special emphasis. The method of learning was also varied
from pupil to pupil. The students’ finished their education at the age of twenty-
five. The status of teachers was also high. We find three types of teachers
during the age. The Hermitage education was very popular during the age.
Some hermitages were very popular where thousands of students flocked there
to study the Vedas and the other Sastras. But regarding the education of women
and Siidra there were divergent views in society. It was a matter of fact that
Siidra status in epic age was much misunderstood. So we find that variegated
development of education was the contribution of the Epic age.

Puranic period :

The word Purara means old narrative i.e., what is very old. The Vedic
and Buddhist literature mentioned that it was the fifth Veda. It denotes the
history of the world. From the Atharvaveda, for the first time we find the word
Purana. It indicates that it was a class of work. But when we go through the
details of the Puranas, we find that it was designed for those who had no
access to Vedic literature. Mass people were not entitled to study the Vedas and
to perform its sacrificial rite, because the Vedic rites were very sacred. That is
why, in ancient period the Puranas were developed to give the proper

education and knowledge among those who were debarred from the Vedas.
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There are eighteen major Puranas, such as, Brahma Purana, Padma
Purana, Vispu Purdana, Siva Purana or Vayu Purana, Bhagavta Purana,
Narada Purana, Markendeya Purana, Agni Purana, Bhavisya Purana,
Brahma-Vaivarta Purana, Linga Purana, Varaha Purana, Skanda Purana,
Vamana Purana, Kiarma Purana, Matsya Purana, Garuda Purana and
Brahmanda Purana. But besides these Puranas there are also eighteen minor
puranas such as, Sanatkumara, Narasimha, Vayu, Sivadharma, Ascarya,
Narada, the two Nandikesvaras, Usanas, Kapila, Varuna, Samba, Kalika,
Mahesvara, Kalki, Devi, Parasara, Marici and Bhaskara or Sarya®. All these
Puranas contain the history of that age. All the historical, political, cultural and
educational records are existed in the Puranas. They describe the history of
ancient period.

Admission and Period of Studentship :

Like the Vedic age, during the age through the initiation ceremony the
student also started their educational career. The students performed the
Upanayana ceremony at the very early age. In the Purana® we find that Krsna
and Balarama also performed the Upanayana ceremony. After the Upanayana
ceremony these two Yadu youths went to Sandipani who resided in Avantr.
Sivadatta who was expert in all the sacred lores performed this Upanayana
ceremony at the very early age!®. But during the age the child could start his

education at home. Occasional references shows that Home education was

%8 Vahyam piranam prathamam pddyarn vaisnavameva ca.. weveee e eneooastadasa puranani
srutva samksepato dvijah|| Kirma Purana, Piarvabhaga.l. I 3 156

9 Tatasandipani kasyamavanti puravasinam)| vidyartham jagmaturbalau krtopanyanakrmaul| Visnu
Purana.V.21.19.

100 Brahmanda Purana.ll.3.35.
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popularized during the period. But actual education was started after the
initiation ceremony. At that time he used to live in the preceptor’s house®!. In
the house of the Preceptor Prahldada was being taught by many preceptors®?,
The Naisthika Brahmacari lived throughout his life in the preceptor’s house.
But if the Naisthika Brahmacari wished to become a house holder then after
the death of his preceptor he could be a regular house holder. Like the other
ages during the age the student should follow some rules and regulations and
also perform some duties for his preceptor®®. The students should always put
on Mekhala, wear matted hair and carry a Danda or staff in his hand. They had
to engage in what is pleasing and beneficial to his preceptor. He would follow
the path of purity and acara as prescribed in the Dharmasastral®. He would
read the text from his preceptor and should follow his instructions. He would
salute his preceptor and other elderly persons. He would take care in doing
welfare to others. He would do the morning and evening adoration, worship the
deities and should learn the Vedas'®. He would not roam here and there
unnecessarily. He would take rest when instructed by his preceptor. He would

daily beg alms for his preceptor and go to the forest, fetch the fruits, water,

101 Balah krtopanayano vedaharanataparah|gurugrhe vasedbhupa brahmacari samahital|
Visnu Purana.lll.9.1.

192 Jtuktho ’sau tada daityairnito gurugrham punah lJagraha vidyamanisam
gurususriasanodyatah I11bid. XV11.28.

193 Squcdcaravratam tatra karyam Susrusanam guroh|lbid.111.9.2

Upaniya guruh sisyam siksayecchaucamdaditah|dacaramagnikaryam ca sandhyopdasanameva

ca|Visnudharmottara Purana .111.228.1.

dandi ca mekhalt caiva hyadhahsyayt tatha jati| gurusrususapnam bhaiksyam Vidya vai

brahmacarinah||Brahmdanda.. Purapa 1.8.176.

Srauta-smarto hi dharmo jiandharmah sa ucyate|divyanam sadhanat sadhurbrahmacari

gurorhitah|| Matsya Purana.CXLIV.10-5.

195 Ubhe sandhye ravi bhuva tathaivagnim samahitah..........................tenevoktarn patdedvedam
nanyacitah purasthitah| Vispu. Purana 111.9.3-5.

104
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sacrificial twigs and kusa grassi®. After collecting begging alms he should
hand over these to his preceptor and therefore should start his study. He should
look after the house of his preceptor and his cattle. Even in the absence of his
preceptor he was also entrusted with various duties. He was called Sadha
because he worked for the welfare of his preceptor'®’. Besides these the Purana
also mentioned that the student should control over his senses and should
totally abstain from the sexual acts'%. Without the control over the senses, the
student could not able to attain the true knowledge. During the age the
disciplined life was most important thing, to attain success in life. We find that
during the age if any student would disobey the order of the preceptor and do
irreligious works then the preceptor would give him severe punishments. We
find that Yajaavalkya was reported to have been punished by Vaisampayana'®.
Subijects of Study :

During the age was some changes were made in the subjects of studies.
The Students were not always confined with limited subjects and the traditional
subjects. They had to study the divergent subjects. During the period subjects
of study were categorized into two heads viz., (1) Primary course and
(2) secondary course. The Primary courses comprises reading, writing, and
arithmetic, storytelling, drawing, singing, dancing and swing for girls

particularly. The students were not troubled with long table of arithmetic result

18 4vagahedapa purvamacaryenavagahitah|samijjladikam cdsya kalyam kalyamupdanayate ||
Visnu. Purana. 111.9.6.

Y7 Vidyayah sadhandt sadhur brahmacari gurorhitah | Brahmanda. Purdana 1.2.32.24.

198 Maithunasyasamacaro na cinta namjalpanam| Ibid. 1.2.32.51.

109 Tatah kruddho guruh praha Yajiiavalkyarm mahdamatih |mucyatam yat tvayadhitamatto
vipravamanaka || Visnu Purana.V.8.
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and abstract lessons. The teacher used to explain all these things with the help
of books. The secondary courses comprise numerous subjects. Basically the
fourteen Vidyas were recommended by the Purapas. These fourteen Vidyas
were — four Vedas, six Vedangas, Puranas, Nyaya, Mimamsa, and
Dharmasastra. These fourteen Vidyas were again added with other four Vidyas
viz., Ayurveda, Dhanurveda, Gandarvaveda and Arthasastra. Besides these
Vidyas the Veda, Vyakarana and Rajniti Vidya received special attention during
the age.!1°

Methods of Study :

As regard the Methods of study of the Puranas, there were no
perceptible changes. The old intensive study of the text was still in the general
rule. Even in the case of memorizing oral transmission of education was also
insisted on. But without understanding of anything, learning was still
prohibited. That is why, during the age the knowledge was received very
slowly. Regular self study was also prevalent during the age*!. Besides these,
debate, discussion, observing, illustrating, travelling and questioning were still
very popular. But during the age Verbal products was very popular. Puranra
mentioned that Verbal product was greater than all other objects*?,

Position and Duties of the teacher :

Y10 angani vedascatvaro mimamsa nyayavistarah .....................arthasastra caturtha tu Vidyd
hyastadasaitvatah|| || Visnu Purana .111.V1.28-29.

11 Svadhyayerapantyena prajapatim|| Ibid.111.9.9.

Y12 sarvebhyo 'pi padarthebhyah $abdam vastu mahattaram||Brahmanda. Purana .11.38.3.
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During the age the teachers position was also very high. Society payed
high respect and honour to the learned teachers'3. They were called the
Acarya, Guru and Upadhyaya. But by this time two types of teachers were
recognized by the society viz. 1) Diksa Guru and 2) Siks@ Guru. The Diksa
Guru was the family priest, who guided the boy through the initiation
ceremony and taught him the first easy lesson from religious texts. The Siksa
Guru who undertook the real education of the pupil after taking the charge of
the student. Both the teachers received high reverence from the society. They
were self imposed, non arrogant, well disciplined and straight forward persons.
They spread the real education in society. They established the good code of
conduct in society. They guided the students what is right or wrong. They were
the guardian of students’ health, habit and behaviour. They were the real
creator of society. They choose the students according to their capacity and
tendered real education. We find that by this time one teacher had thousand of
disciples. The students from different parts of the country used to gather to
these teachers and receive the highest knowledge.

Women Education and Education of other caste :

The Women and Sidras received special attention during the age. From
the Bhagavata Purana*'* we find that during the time of Puranas the Women
and Sidras can able to receive proper education. In the Mahabhdarata we find

that Lomoharsan. Sanjay, and Sauti received higher education from the

3 Pijrvam datva tu gurave sesanapyarcayed budhah|
uktanantatrtivaisa sadanantaphalaprada ||Matsy. Purana.LX11.33.
114 Bhagavta . Purana.l.10.21-30.
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Puranas*®. The Purana also mentions that women received special attention.
They were called Brahmavadinis and Sadyavadus. Even married women can
able to become Brahmavadint during the age. It is stated that Vyhaspati’s sister
was an excellent woman, who had taken the vow of celibacy and become a
Brahmavadini**®.

So it is clear that Purana was developed for the propagation of learning
of those mass people who were deprived from the society. But they did not
neglect the Vedic religion. They would always follow the Vedas. That is why,

it was said that ‘Puranam Vedasammatam’.

Y15 Adhithya ca puranam ca vinito Lomharsanh|rsina ca tvayd pstah krtprajiih sudharmikah||
Brahmanda. Purana.l.15
116 |bid.11.33.
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