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PREFACE

The research work ‘A Study of the Evolution of Soma in Vedic
Mythology and Ritual’ has been undertaken to ascertain the evolution of an
earthly plant, later personified as a divinity and heavenly being and called king

and made sovereign in the field of Vedic mythology and ritual.

The text of the Vedic Samhitas, the Brahmanas and the Srauta Sitras
and other reference books have been studied for formulating the thesis. Data
has been collected from primary and secondary sources. Journals, seminar
proceedings and internet has been consulted. This research work has been

prepared with the best possible sincerity.

The proposed research work is divided into five chapters. The first
chapter provides an introduction to the present work with a discussion on Vedic
Gods, association of Soma with other Gods, Vedic rituals and the ninth
mandala of the Rgveda. The second chapter deals with characteristics of the
Soma and his medicinal power. The third chapter deals with rituals of
Somaydga and inter relation of Somayaga with other yagas. The fourth chapter
deals with a study on the synchronization of rituals and myths of the God Soma
and the fifth chapter resumes to its major findings and provides for the

concluding observations of the proposed research work.

The God Soma is one of the prominent Deities of the Veda. Soma
in creeper form is crushed for procuring its juice for its useful role in the
ritual. The Soma drink was considered the most effective of all medicinal
preparations. Soma being regarded as a divine drink which bestows
immortal life. Soma is the soul of sacrifice. As the ritual plays a very
important role in Rgveda it 1s only natural that Soma, the plant, the juice
of which is so much used in the ritual is deified as one of the most

important of Vedic God Soma. Soma, the Vedic God or Soma ritual is the
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making of synchronization of myth and ritual. So much the mythology of

Soma is clear enough the actual plant lies immediately behind the god.

In fine, I must add that I am fully conscious of the probable short

coming in my work. I however, humbly submit here:
drstam kimapi lokesmin na nirdosam na nirgunam |

avrnudhvamato dosan vivrnudhvarm gunan budhah ||
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SCHEME OF TRANSLITERATION
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VOWELS
I=A =R
A=A U=E
=1 La=Ai
é— ~1 AEa=0
3=U 3t =Au
3=U
CONSONENTS
d=T ¥=S
Y =Th q=S
¢ =D g =H
T =Dh & =Ks
o= Anusvara[ " ]=M
T =P Visarga [:]=H
% =Ph F=Tra
=B Tq=Ji
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