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Preface

In India, since long back, women were considered as an oppressed section of the
society and they were neglected for centuries. Gender disparities occur in different
spheres of society. They occur in Education, work force participation, economic and
in political spheres. To remove gender disparity from society women empowerment is
an important tool. Empowerment has become the key solution to many social
problems like high population growth rates, environment degradation, and low status
of women. “Power” is the key word of the term “Empowerment” which means
‘control over material assets, intellectual resources, and ideology. The status and
empowerment of women 1s a domain that still has not been explored intensely in
interior and isolated places like Barak valley. In Karimganj District of Barak Valley
also the socioeconomic position of women is still very low. Keeping this in view, the
present study seeks to investigate the overall status of women in the District by
measuring the empowerment level of them. Since the role of women in children’s
educational attainments is also a well researched area of study, the study also seeks to
investigate the impact of women empowerment on their children’s educational
attainment.

The present study is arranged and demonstrated in six different chapters. General
introduction of the study is elucidated in Chapter-1. In this chapter, numerous
important issues associated with women empowerment in Indian context are first
discussed. Relevant statistics relating to women empowerment in developing
countries and the role of education in empowering women are also briefly discussed.
The discussions take into account the present scenario of women in India. Issues

related to statement of the problem, the necessity scope and importance of the study is
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discussed. The objectives and research questions of the present study are explained.
The purpose of this section is to present a comprehensive view of the basic ground
and necessities of the women empowerment.

Chapter-2 of the thesis presents review of literature under two broad categories. The
first deals with different aspect of women empowerment. The second kind of reviews
is on the impact of mother’s empowerment on different aspect especially in children’s
education. Finally a discussion on the research gap of the previous studies is outlined.
Chapter-3 presents the socio-economic profile of women and children’s education in
Assam and collection of secondary data are expressed in detail. Finally the
background (profile) of the study area (Karimganj District) is presented.

Chapter-4 chapter presents conceptual framework and methodology of the study.
Conceptual framework is developed on the basis of different studies on different
aspects of women empowerment and keeping in mind the requirements and objectives
of the present study. In methodology portion, the variables and the models used in the
study are briefly discussed.

Chapter-5 relates to the analysis and the interpretation of the primary data collected
through household survey. Broadly, the study uses the five methods of analysis. The
first is the analysis of the survey outcomes using the descriptive statistics, tables and
diagrams. Secondly, the Principal component Analysis is done to determine the
mother’s empowerment level in Karimganj District. In the third method of analysis,
econometric technique like the OLS regression model is estimated and in the fourth
method of analysis, small sample t- test and correlation coefficient is calculated and
tested for statistical significance and in finally multinomial logistic regression is

estimated.
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Chapter-6 relates to the summary of the whole thesis, important findings, conclusion
and the recommendations for the study.

It is hoped that the thesis will be of considerable help to socio-economic planners and
policy makers of the region. This thesis is the first of its kind on ‘Mother’s
empowerment and Its impact on Children’s Education: A Study of rural and Urban
Areas of Karimganj district.” Thus all researchers and scholars working on similar
problems both in this region as well as in the rest of the country would find this thesis
helpful. No study can be considered as sufficient and this is applicable for this
research as well. It is thus hoped that readers would find the study useful and would
contribute positively towards its improvement through further studies either in this

region or in the rest of India.
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