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PREFACE

Weaving as a craft developed independently in ancient India. Each region in India has
unique aptitude for the craft of weaving and have its own traditional style, and design. Indian
handloom fabrics received popular patronage. Our handloom and handicraft products are fast
becoming major lifestyle statements and have secured a place for India in the lives of millions

across the world.

The word ‘handloom’ derives its meaning from the process of manual operation of a
country- made wooden structure called ‘loom’. As an economic activity, the handloom sector
occupies a place second only to agriculture in terms of employment. Mahatma Gandhi said “the
spinning wheel is a nation’s second lung”. He considered the spinning wheel, a symbol of
revolution. So, handloom weaving is the most important cottage and labour intensive industry in
India. Indian artisans are famous for hand-spinning, hand-printing and hand-dyeing. They are
accustomed to the art of weaving as a hereditary occupation. There are historical records to show
that handloom fabrics of India established their reputation in the international market long before
the historic Industrial Revolution in the West. The Handloom industry being a part of the Indian

culture and tradition, it is one of the oldest cottage industries in India.

The handloom industry generates production at low capital cost, mostly using indigenous
raw material and utilizing local skills, widens entrepreneurial base, facilitates balanced regional
growth and prevents the migration labour to the metropolitan areas. The handloom sector plays an
important role in the economic development of the rural poor in the state. But unfortunately in

Cachar District handloom sector is not in a favorable environment due to various reasons. Despite



several measures taken by the government by the way of institutional support and direct financial
assistance to the handloom weavers, they have been in miserable state due to many problems and
are sustaining continuous losses. These problems include improper supply of raw material, price
hike in yarn, lack of proper marketing facilities, lack of market awareness and promotion, lack of
proper financial resources, involvement of middlemen, competition from mill and power loom
products, lack of modern technology, lack of prompt and timely support from the government and
other allied agencies and so on. Thus though handloom industry was once a significant household
cottage industry, like those in many other parts of the country, the most of the units have closed

down here, while others are finding it difficult to survive.

The standard of living of the weavers is significantly low and they are leading miserable
and pitiable life due to unemployment and underemployment. This pathetic condition of handloom
industry in Cachar District demands thorough investigation into the problems and measures to plug
the loopholes and find remedies to the problems confronting handloom weavers. The declining
trend in handloom sector is certainly an unhealthy phenomenon. If this trend is allowed to continue
then the country with the population increasing at 1.2 crore every year has to suffer for want of
cloth. Over the decades, the situation of most weaver’s has deteriorated into a pitiful state, as

weavers face increased poverty, hunger, health issue and inability to provide for their families.

Viewing the declining situation of handloom, many scholars have shown their interest to
find out the causes of the problem faced by the handloom industry. However, not a single study
has been conducted on the declining trend of handloom industry in the context of Cachar District.

Thus the present study entitled “The Decay of Handloom Industry In the Cachar District of Assam



An Analysis of the Causal Factors and Socio Economic Impacts” intends to bridge the research
gap arising in assessment of handloom industry in Cachar District.

The Cachar district 1s one of the backward areas of India facing poverty, unemployment, under
employment, lack of infrastructure, lack of proper education skill, research, training etc. and so
on. So, Cachar district offers an appropriate scope for studying the factors responsible for the decay
of the traditional handloom industry and assessing the socio economic conditions of the weavers

and also to find out the possibilities to avert any further decay.

The present study investigates the socio economic impact of the decay and also to find out
the factors that are mainly responsible for the decay. The study is organized in six chapters. The
Chapter I deals with the origin, growth and development, of handloom significance and strength
of handloom sector and its relevance in a modern economy. It also deals with various other aspects
like organisational structure, production of handloom fabrics, the need of the study, the objectives,
and hypotheses, profile of the study area and methodology of the study. The Chapter I is devoted
to review of literature. The review of literature has been done in three sections — first section deals
with the international level studies, the second section deals with national level studies and the
third section deals with local or regional level studies. The Chapter III deals with socio economic
problems of the weaver due to the decay of handloom industry. The entire chapter is divided into
two parts, viz, Socio economic profile of the weavers and Socio economic problems of the weavers
in the district. This study is based on the primary data collected at the time of field survey. The
Chapter IV deals with analysis of the objectives and hypotheses formulated in this study based on
the primary data and secondary data. Tabular analysis, percentage analysis and econometric
models like simple regression and multiple regression have been used in testing the hypotheses.

The regression models have been estimated using the advanced statistical packages like SPSS 17.
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The Chapter V presents an analysis of various steps and initiatives taken so far towards the solution

of the problem. The sixth and the final Chapter is devoted to conclusions and suggestions.

Dated.........cccvvevnnnn, Tanaya Choudhury
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