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CHAPTER -1V

New Dimension of Communist Movements (1946-1950)

The Second World War brought several problems in the life of the common masses of
India and the working class and peasantry of India were the worst sufferers in the post
war situation. The Indian peasantry and working class who were the victims of
inhuman colonial exploitation for long past, rose to the highest peak of struggle after
the end of the war and a period of mass upsurge opened in India. On the one hand,
inflation, rising prices, food scarcity in different parts of India during 1945-46,
unemployment caused by retrenchment in ordinance factories, railway workshops and
in private industries engaged in war work generated economic discontent. On the
other hand, nationalism was at its peak and all classes of the Indian people raised the

demand for independence.*®

Peasantry and working class after independence:

Even after independence, the condition of the Indian peasantry was not satisfactory.
The nationalist leaders failed to bring any improvement in the life of the peasantry
after independence which they committed during the freedom movement. The
agrarian policy of the Government of India after 1947 has been criticized by the
Communists. According to the left, the agrarian policy of the ruling class was to a
large extent based on illusory economic and political assumptions. Firstly, it accused
the ruling classes of preserving semi-feudalism while what they were doing was to
change the agrarian structure but not by giving land to the landless tiller but by
gradually transforming the landlords into rich peasants and capitalist farmers and by
making middle and large peasants’ landowners. Land ceiling, thus, did not generate

land for distribution but it did generate a large number of rich peasant holdings.361
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The post 1947 period marked a major change in so far as the country won
political independence and state power was no longer excercised by alien rulers who
were interested in accentuating the forces of national integration. But the process of
peasantry’s integration into the nation had not been completed and therefore
continued.*** The post independence Congress rule, as the successor of the imperialist
rule of Britain, adopted capitalist path for the development of India. This was done
without eradicating feudal elements and ending their exploitation on which was super
imposed the exploitation of the capitalist class. The process of double exploitations
carried on for decades, impoverished the peasant masses and pauperized large
sections of them, reducing them to landless agricultural workers. Seething discontent
was the inevitable result all over the countryside of India. In this situation, the kisan
struggles brought about a substantial change in the alignment of class forces in the
rural areas.’® During post independence period, the peasant movement continued in
different parts of the country with full enthusiasm and acquired more militant nature.

The socio-economic condition of the peasantry of Assam was not different from
the rest of India. In Assam, the first land reform legislation was the Assam Adhiars
Protection and Regulation Act 1948 — which was enacted when mass movement on
adhi system was initiated by the Communists parties in the wake of the famous
Tebhaga Movement of Bengal and Cachar district of Assam. The most important
feature of the land tenure system of Assam is share cropping system which is known
as ‘Adhi Bhag’. The word Adhi (means half) itself indicates that half of the produce
should go to the non-cultivating landlord. Government, no doubt, enacted the Adhiars
Protection and Regulation Act in 1948 prescribing that only one fourth and later one
fifth of the principal crop should be given as crop rent by the share-croppers to the
landlord, but for want of proper administrative mechanism to enforce the provisions,
the legislation remained paper legislation only. The adhiars themselves were
supposed to seek redress against the landlord which they could not do because of their
weak bargaining power. The act of the adhiars did not improve even now though the
Tenancy Act of 1971 recognises adhiars as tenants. The latest modus operandi of the
landlords to prevent the adhiars being recorded as tenants is a novel one. The adhiars
are forced to sign an agreement in which they bind themselves with the undertaking

that they will plough the land that year for a lump-sum payment of Rs. 500/-. The
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adhiars get the land only after signing these documents and the landlords produce
these documents before the settlement staff to prove that the land is not under tenant
or adhiars.>**

Even after independence of the country, the condition of the Indian working
class did not improve to a satisfactory level. After transfer of power, to promote better
relations between employers and employees and to bring about an industrial truce an
industries conference consisting of representatives of employers, workers and the
government was held at New Delhi in December 1947. The conference revealed basic
differences in the view point of labour and management, but eventually an Industrial
Truce Resolution was arrived at unanimously. The conference recommended that
fullest use should be made of statutory and other machinery for fixing fair wages and
conditions of labour should be set-up, and in each industrial undertaking works
committee should be constituted. After this Industrial Truce Resolution was passed,
the Government of India incorporated the same in its Industrial Policy Resolution of 6
April 1948. In pursuance of the Industrial Truce Resolution, the government also
appointed two committees namely, the Profit-Sharing Committee and Fair Wages
Committee in 1948.%

After 1947, when the non-communists left the AITUC, the Communists were in
full control. The attitude of the Communists to the Indian government was very
different from that of other labour leaders. Believing that the central government was
utterly reactionary, in 1948, the Communists organised a number of strikes in various
industries all over India. The government at the centre and in the various states
adopted repressive measures against the Communists. In March 1948, the West
Bengal Government banned the CPI, arrested a number of Communist leaders and
sealed the office of the Bengal branch of AITUC. In April 1948, the Bombay
Government arrested a number of Communist leaders, including S. A. Dange-
President of the AITUC and S. A. Mirjakar, President of the Bengal branch of the
AITUC. Leading Communists were arrested in different parts of the country in 19948
under the Public Safety Act. In protest, the Communists campaigned for launching an
all-India railway strike and for this a call was given by Jayaprakash Narayan, the

Socialist leader and the President of the All India Railwaymen’s Federation. The all
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India railway strike was to take place from 9 March 1949 but averted as a result of
negotiations between Jayaprakash Narayan and Gopalswami Ayyanger, the Minister
of State and Transport. The Communists, however, continued to organise strikes in
different parts of the industrial sector. Throughout the period from 1948 to 1950 the
Communists campaigned for intensifying the strike offensive. The militant policy
pursued by AITUC during 1948-1950 was countered by severe repressive measures
by the government. Since India attained independence, the working class movement

in India has developed very rapidly.**®

Working class movement in Surma-Barak valley after the Second

World War:

After the end of the Second World War, like people from different walk of life, the
Indian working class was also largely affected by the situation created by the war like-
price rise of essential commodities, decrease in real income of the labourers, black-
marketing etc. So like peasantry, the Indian working class also organised various
movements to get redressal from the problem created due to the war as well as for
their legitimate demands. Like other parts of India, the working class of Surma valley
was also very active in organising various movements against all sorts of economic
injustice and problems concerning their lives. In Surma valley, there was only one
plantation workers’ trade union, the Sylhet-Cachar Cha-Bhagan Mazdoor Union that
continued to function. Its activity had, however, to be carried on stealthily. To
forestall the advance of Communists in the plantations, five individual plantations
labour unions, and the Assam Tea Labourers’ Federation affiliating them, were
formed in Shibsagar in May 1945 through the efforts of P. M. Sarwan.*®’

The condition of the working class which emerged after the Second World War
provided a golden opportunity to Indian Communists itself to uplift their sinking
image which they lost during the people’s war period by utilizing the sentiments and
grievances of the working class. The Communists in Surma valley was also not
lagging behind in this respect. At the Communist influence, in Surma valley the postal
employees also expressed their anger by holding public meetings. They had demands

for increased pay and dearness allowances. Employees in Sylhet proposed to wear
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“Hungry Postal Employees” badges from February 1946 and organise strike.’®® The
nation-wide railway strike which was to commence on the mid-night of 27 June 1946
was supported not only by the postal employees but also by the Motor Transport and
Commercial Carrying Company of Assam. These circumstances gave scope to the
Communist leaders to increase their hold over the workers. But this was frustrated.
After a three day session held in June 1946, the general council of the All India
Railwaymens’ Federation which submitted the strike notice decided to withdraw it in
view of Rail Board’s assurance to fulfill their more important demands by accepting
the award of arbitration.*®

The Communist workers of the Cachar district under the direction of the Assam
Provincial Organising Committee of the CPI were busy in organizing railway strike in
co-operation with the Rail Board Workers” Union. They actively organized
propaganda work in this regard in various places like-Katakhal, Badarpur, Lower
Haflonf and Langting centres by distributing leaflets.*’” A meeting of about 500
persons organized by the Rail Board Workers union was held at Badarpur on 10/06/46
with Jyoti Basu MLA (Bengal) in the chair. In the meeting it was decided to engage a
mobile party to carry message and to collect information etc. During the ensuing
strike, it was also decided to recruit a good number of volunteers from outside to
render necessary help to the strikers. After this meeting, Jyoti Basu also visited
Haflong, Lumding, Tinsukia and Dibrugarh for the same purpose.®”!

Regarding organizing the railway strike, a public meeting of about 800 persons
was held at Silchar on 18/06/46 with Moulavi Golam Sabir in the chair. People fro
different political groups except the Muslim League attended the meeting. Shakti
Ranjan Bose, Asstt. Secretary of the Railway Employees Association, Badarpur
branch, Moulvi Abdur Rahman Khan, a member of the Bolshevik Party, Achinta
Kumar Bhattacharjee, Moulvi Jalal Uddin Ahmed and Moulvi Golam Sabir Khan
addressed the meeting. They said that the strike would be for a short duration and the
railway administration would surrender before long. Achinta Kumar Bhattacharjee

further appealed to the Assam Police not to interfere with the strikers.....he also
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requested the people to form ‘Strike Aid Committees’ in every place to help the
workers.*’? In this way the Communists tried their best to organize the working class

to fight for their legitimate demands.

Peasant movement after the Second World War:

The third phase of the Nankar Rebellion of Sylhet district was started after the Second
World War. Though the Communists were not able to make much influence among
the working class of Surma-Barak valley in particular after the end of the Second
World War, but reverse was the case in respect of the peasantry. After the war, the
Communists were very active and dominant among the peasantry of the valley. The
Nankar Rebellion of Sylhet district again raised its head after the war with full
determination and militancy directly under the influence of the Communists. With the
interference of the Communists, the historic Nankar Rebellion took a new dimension
after the end of the Second World War and it can be regarded as the third phase of the
Nankar Rebellion.

The Nankars of Lauta-Bahadurpur area of Karimganj sub-division for the first
time rose in organised form of revolt during the post war period. The revolt was
initiated in 1945 and was continued afterwards under the direct leadership of the
Kisan Sabha. A few leaders from the Nankars took initiative and started to organise
various secret meetings to organise the Nankars of Lauta-Bahadurpur area for a
militant revolt. Among those Nankars, Naim Ullah was the most active and
prominent. He took initiative to organise an open meeting of the Nankars of this area
to start a revolt against the zamindars and mirasdars. In the month of April 1946,
under the banner of Kisan Sabha, an open meeting of the Nankars was held at
Tikarpara with Taiyab Ali in the chair.’*” The main demand of the meeting was to
stop the zamindary oppression and abolition of the Nankar system. This was the first
open meeting of the Nankars under Communist influence against the zamindars where
Chittaranjan Das, Sylhet district Secretary of the Communist Party was the main

speaker.374
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After this meeting, the Communists intensified on the propaganda work among
the Nankars. A quite number of youths from middle class family also took part in this
propaganda work. On the other hand, the zamindars and mirasdars did not sit silent.
They attempted to suppress the propaganda work by adopting various measures but
failed to break the unity of the Nankars of Lauta-Bahadurpur area. The most powerful

375 When the zamindar

zamindar of the area was Soyab Mia (Nurul Islam Choudhury).
failed in every attempt to suppress the Nankars, he conspired to create a communal
clash among the Nankars who were composed of both the Hindus and Muslims.
Again, this attempt of the zamindar failed to divide the Nankars on communal lines.

In the month of November 1946, the Nankars of Lauta-Bahadurpur area
organised a mass rally in the demand of the abolition of the Nankar system, illegal
eviction and to unite all the Nankars for resistance against the conspiracy of the
zamindars.>’® During the last part of 1946, several secret committees of the Nankars
were formed in the area. In December 1946, a local committee of Kisan Sabha was
formed by uniting all the secret committees which was represented by the leaders of
the Nankars of all the villages of Lauta-Bahadurpur area.’”’ The important members
of this committee of Kisan Sabha were- Najib Ali (President), Akbar Ali, Naim Ullah,
Lalit Paul (Vice-President), Ajoy Bhattacharjee (Secretary), Jayed Ullah, Abdus
Suban (Asst. Secretary), Shishir Chakraborty (Treasurer) and Shailendra
Bhattacharjee as Office Secretary. Other members of the committee were Osman Alj,
Tafajjal Ali, Asid Ali, Sona Mia Gagan Das, Yasin Mistri, Mantaj Ali, Bramar Das,
Abani Malakar, Lakhicharan Paul, Sudhir Bhattacharjee, Birendra Chandra, Keshab
Namasudra and Akal Ali etc.>”® With the formation of the Kisan Sabha in this area,
the rebellion became more organised.

In December 1946, the newly formed Kisan Sabha adopted a charter of demand
which included — 1) The total abolition of the Nankar System, 2) Abolition of
zamindary oppression, 3) Abolition of the system of obligatory supply of essential

commodities to the zamindars by the Nankars, 4) To fix the unit of measurement of
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land as per government rules, 5) To fix the land revenue, 6) To stop paying revenue in
kind and 7) to stop eviction of tenant from Jote land. The committee also decided to
boycott the obligatory services to the zamindars without proper wage.’””

The Nankars of Lauta-Bahadurpur area were prepared to start a armed revolt
but only a spark was needed to flared the revolt and it was provided by killing of a
horse of zamindar Soyab Mia. The event was that, in the night of 150 January, 1947,
the Nankars were returning to their homes after a meeting at the Kisan Sabha office.
On the way, they found that a horse of Soyab Mia was grassing in the paddy field of
the Nankars. So, the Nankars, made an attack on the horse and as a result it died.
Soyab Mia suspected the Nankars of Narayanpur village and next day on 16 January,
1947, he called all the Nankars of Narayanpur and imposed a huge amount of fine on
the Nankars. As a result, the Nankars openly declared revolt against the zamindar and
left the court of zamindar.*® In this way, the open revolt of the Nankars was started.
The Nankars had organised various rally, protest meetings and demonstrations in
Lauta-Bahadurpur area against the Nankar system.’®! On that day (16 January 1947)
at night all the Nankars of the area gathered together and declared that they will no
longer render any obligatory service to their zamindars without any wages or
remuneration. They also formed a volunteer group with the young Nankars to guard
their village keeping in view the impending counter attack of the zamindars.***

Within a short period, the open revolt which was started from the court of
zamindar by the Nankars of Narayanpur village spread to Lauta-Bahadurpur area like
wild fire. The revolt spread to Botrashi, Kunashaleshwar, Mahakol, Dacca Dakshin
and Gopalganj. Everywhere the Nankars refused to render obligatory services to the
zamindar family and started to avoid the zamindars by not responding to their call. In
the revolt affected areas, the government mobilized armed police to suppress the
revolt.®® The zamindars and mirasdars also instituted various fake criminal cases

against the Nankar leaders. Though in some pockets, the suppressive measures was
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successful to a certain extent, but in Lauta-Bahadurpur area, which was the centre
stage of the rebellion, every attempts of the zamindars and administration failed to
suppress the revolt as the Nankars of this area were more organised and politically
more conscious than other parts of the district. After failing in their various attempts
to suppress the revolt, the zamindars of Lauta-Bahadurpur area went to Shillong, the
then capital of Assam and appealed to the government to carry on suppressive
measures in the area. The Nankars also continued their revolt by ignoring the
suppressive measures of the police and knaves of zamindars.

In this situation, under the leadership of Bahadur Ali, a delegation of Nankars
went to Shillong and met many members of Legislative Assembly and ministers and
placed their demands for the abolition of the Nankar system. The ministers assured
the Nankars that the government will take necessary action to solve the problem. But
the result was totally different. The government increased suppressive measure in
Lauta-Bahadurpur area. The Congress Government of Assam established many police
posts in the area and also appointed special constable to suppress the revolt.*** But all
these attempts failed to suppress the agitating Nankars of Lauta-Bahadurpur area. In
this situation, the Kisan Sabha gave a call for the social boycott of the zamindars.
Accordingly, the common masses from every walk of life along with the Nankars
started socially boycott the zamindars. Even the servants of the zamindars refused to
do the domestic work and left zamindar family. So, the zamindars were socially
boycotted and they became isolated and helpless in the society. The peasants also
boycotted the land revenue.*®

Though the Nankar Rebellion was very strong in Lauta-Bahadurpur area, from
April 1947, it spread to different areas under the active leadership of the Kisan Sabha
and the Communists. The important areas of Sylhet where Nankar tenants rose in
organised revolt at that time were — Dacca Dakshin, Fulbari, Ronikheli, Bhadeshwar,
Amura, Dakshinbhag of Borlekha police station, Bualjur of Balaganj police station,

Mourapur of Fachuganj police station.*®® In the month of December 1946, a workers’
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conference was held at Burunga village in which Nankars from Dacca Dakshin
participated. In this conference, many programme and policy regarding the revolt
were adopted which gave a great impetus to the Nankars of Dacca Dakshin.**’

During that period the important zamindars of Lauta-Bahadurpur were —
Najmul Isalm Choudhury and Nurul Islam Choudhury(Soyab Mia) of
Bhagprochandakha village, Abdul Mantakin Choudhury(Aptab Mia), Abdul Baki
Choudhury(Faroi Mia), Abdul Moyead Choudhury(Mostoi Mia) of the above village
and Suraj Kumar Deb (Shyamapada Babu) of Lauta.’*®® All those zamindars were
trying to find out a way to suppress the united revolt of the Nankars. The oppression
on the Nankars by the armed police at Lauta-Bahadurpur area started to increase day
by day but failed to suppress the united revolt of the Nankars. Day by day, the revolt
of the Nankars at Lauta-Bahadurpur and other area were becoming more organised
and militant.

Due to the increasing repression, a section of the agitating Nankars decided to
resort to violence against zamindars and police force. But the Kisan Sabha adopted
the constitutional line of the movement and adopted two methods: 1) To isolate the
zamindars from all section of the people and 2) To spread the revolt to the common
people.389 In this way, the Nankar Rebellion became a mass movement when almost
all section of the common masses joined the agitating Nankars. In this situation,
repression became more and more high. The police arrested large number of agitating
Nankars who were not free from inhuman physical torture.®® From Lauta-
Bahadurpur, the Nankar Rebellion spread to almost all the corner of Sylhet district.
When the revolt became more powerful in the villages of Beanibazar and Borlekha
Police Station of Karimganj sub-division, Gopalganj Police station of Sylhet Sadar
division and some other villages of Fanchuganj and Balganj Police station area, the
symptoms of the rebellion was noticed in almost all villages of Sylhet district. In all

the area, the Nankars boycotted obligatory services to the zamindars. At that time, the
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revolt spread to new areas like — Joltup, Supatola and Dasgram of Beanibazar P.S,

Sahabajpur, Chotolekha and Panidhar of Borlekha Police Station.*!

Impact of partition on Nankar Rebellion:

The Nankar Rebellion which reached its highest peak on the eve of independence was
largely affected by communal feeling during partition and Sylhet referendum. The
Nankar society of Sylhet was composed of both Hindu and Muslims and under the
prevailing situation it was easily affected by the communal atmosphere. Though, there
was no direct communal clash among the Nankars on the question of their struggle
against their common enemy - the zamindars, but on the issue of the division of the
Sylhet district, the Nankars were divided in to two groups. The Nankars regarding the
future course of their action became hopeless and their militant spirit of revolt was
largely jeopardized during that period. Most of the Nankars from Hindu society as
well as Hindu middle class was thinking to leave Sylhet and to settle in the Indian
territory. On the other hand, the Muslim Nankars thought that, with out abolition of
the Nankar system with a hard blow, they will not be able to free themselves from the
bondage of feudal exploitation.

By taking the opportunity of the communal situation, the zamindars and
mirasdars who were socially boycotted started to move openly in the society. A quite
number of Communist and Kisan Sabha activists also not free from communal feeling
on the issue of the partition of the district. In spite of the fact, the Nankars of the
Sylhet did not bow down before the zamindars and mirasdars. They continued their
agitation by observing the boycott of obligatory service to their masters. Before few
days of Sylhet referendum, the Assam government temporarily withdrew all the cases
and arrest warrant against the agitating Nankars. All the arrested Nankars were
released from jail on bond** which largely boosted the rebellion.

After partition, the Nankar rebellion again raised its head in different parts of
Sylhet with full determination of the Nankars to get rid of the problem. Again Lauta-
Bahadurpur became the storm centre of the rebellion.””* So, the communal situation

created on the eve of partition and Sylhet referendum was unable to cause an end to
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the Nankar Rebellion. The agitation continued with its basic demand i.e. the complete
abolition of the Nankar system.

Though the communal problem was unable to cause any loss to the ongoing
Nankar Rebellion, but the partition of the country caused a great loss to the
Communist Party as well as communist movements of Surma valley. It is largely
because of the fact that the leaders and activists of the Communist Party and
communist movements of the valley were geographically divided on the basis of two
nations i.e. India and Pakistan. After partition, among the Communist leaders of
Surma valley Chanchal Kumar Sharma, Barindra Kumar Dutta, Rohini Kumar Das,
Lala Shorodindhu Dey, Digendranath Dasgupta, Angira Kumar Sharma, Rabindranath
Dash, Ajoy Bhattacharjee, Dinesh Choudhury, Lalmohan Roy, Probodanda Kar,
Suroth Paul Choudhury etc. decided to stay in Sylhet of East Pakistan.** Among
other leaders like Biresh Chandra Mishra, Achinta Kumar Bhattacharjee etc. came to
Cachar district of India. In spite of the fact, the Communists in both the part of the
border dedicated themselves in the on going communist movements and tried their
level best to continue the movement to reach the goal. At that time, the situation was
very fertile for the Communists in Cachar in comparison with the Communist of
Sylhet as the Communist of East Pakistan faced great repression by the Muslim

League Government.

The Tebhaga in Bengal:

Tebhaga was one of the militant peasant movements of Indian history. The period of
Tebhaga Movement was 1946 to 1950 which covered both colonial and post colonial
period. Basically, the Tebhaga Movement was started from Bengal and then the same
was organised by the Communists in Cachar district of southern Assam. In 1946, the
Bengal Provincial Kisan Sabha gave a call to implement through mass struggle the
Floud Commission’s recommendation of Tebhaga: two-thirds of the crop, instead of
half and even less, for the share-croppers. (bargadar, bhagchasi and adhiar) working
on land rented from Jotedars. Communist cadres, including many urban student
militants, went out into the countryside to organise bargadars, who had become a

major and growing section of the rural population. The movement caught on suddenly
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from harvest time in November, with the central slogan of Nij Khamare Dhan Tolo:
(share-croppers taking paddy into their own threshing floor and not to the Jotedars
house) to enforce Tebhaga. North Bengal Became the storm centre, particularly
Takurgoan sub-division of Dinajpur and adjoining areas of Jalpaiguri, Rangpur and
Malda. Tebhaga pockets also developed in Mymensing (Kishoreganj), Midnapur
(Mahisadal, Sutahata and Nandigram) and 24 Parganas (Kakdwip).**

The Floud Commission popularly known as the Land Revenue Commission
was the first attempt from the side of the Bengal Government to study the condition of
peasants, land revenue and land tenure system. The main aim of the commission was
“to examine the existing land revenue system of Bengal in its various aspects, with
special reference to the Permanent Settlement to examine the effect of the system on
the economic and social structure of Bengal and its influence on the revenue and
disadvantages of the existing system.”396 The Land Revenue Commission had gone
through different aspects of the Permanent Settlement and found that the condition of
the bargadars is really most miserable. The commission after going through all
aspects of the system recommended: “the provisions of the John Kerr’s bill should be
restored by which it was proposed to treat a tenant bargadars who supply the plough,
cattle and agricultural implements. If it is thought too difficult to frame a workable
definition then all bargadars should be declared to be tenants. We also recommend
that the share of crop legally recoverable from them should be one third instead of
half. "7

During that time, two district of Assam — Sylhet and Goalpara were under
Permanent Settlement. So, the immediate effect of the appointment of the Floud
Commission was felt in the province of Assam. In Assam also demand for abolition
of zamindary system were raised along with. Moulavi Abdul Bari Choudhury asked in
the Assam Assembly, do the government proposed to appoint a commission to go into
the question (abolition of zamindary) as was appointed in Bengal — the Floud
Commission? Bishnuram Medhi, the Revenue Minister in reply said that at present
they did not contemplate the appointment of such commission because the

commission appointed by the Bengal Government submitted their report three years
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back and no step has been taken by the Bengal Government to abolish the zamindary
system even in some of their districts.*”®

The battle cry of Tebhaga originated from these recommendations of the Floud
Commission. Of course, the adhiars and the bargadars were agitating for justice since
long and in some cases, they demanded two-third share even before the Floud
Commission and the Bengal Kisan Sabha could think of such step. But these were
sporadic outbursts only. Immediately after the submission of the report, the Bengal
Provincial Kisan Sabha had its 4™ Annual Conference in Panjia, Jessore district, in
1940 for the first time gave the call for Tebhaga which to be the cry of bargadars in
1946 not only in Bengal but also in two district of Assam — Goalpara and Cachar. The
demand was raised in 1940 in the 4™ Conference of the Kisan Sabha but it required
six years for them to actually start the movement.* It was not before September 1946
that the BPKS decided to launch the Tebhaga Movement in the harvesting season.
The Kisan Sabha held meetings in the villages, enrolled volunteers and distributed
leaflets calling upon the bargadars to store paddy in their khamars and to demand
tebhaga.*"

Within three months of the 9™ Conference held at Moubhog in Khulna district
the peasant started the Tebhaga Movement with the slogan, ‘cut the paddy quickly’
and ‘Nij Khamare Dhan Tolo>.*' The movement started in Dinajpur district in early
December. Between December 1946 and January 1947, the Tebhaga Movement
spread to 19 districts of undivided Bengal. It seems that the bargadar’s response was
overwhelming. Within a month the movement spread to 22 out of 30 police stations in
the districts and was particularly intense in Thakurgoan sub-division. The Kisan
Sabha volunteers went to the field cut and carried the paddy to the bargadar’s
khamar. The movement spread to the adjoining Rongpur and Jalpaiguri districts. The
pattern of the movement was the same. The bargadars took the entire crop to their

khamar and demanded Tebhaga. The movement was intense in Pachagarh (Jalpaiguri)
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where Charu Mazumder was a local leader. The Tebhaga Movement also spread to a
few areas in Malda and Bogra bordering on Dinajpur district.*”

The intensity of the Tebhaga Movement in Benga