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CHAPTER-II

Formation and Growth of Communist Organisations

The Communist Party of India was initially formed in Tashkent in 1920 with the
initiative of M. N. Roy with the active support and all round assistance of the
Communist International. (CI). Afterwards, Roy took active efforts to form a
Communist Party within India and accordingly started correspondence with the
existing communist groups and leaders in different parts of India. By the end of 1922,
through emissaries like Nalini Gupta, Saukat Usmani and others, M. N. Roy had been
able to establish some tenuous and often intercepted secret links with embryonic
communist groups which had emerged in Bombay under the leadership of S. A.
Dange, in Calcutta under the leadership of Muzaffar Ahmed, in Madras under the
leadership of M. Singaravellu and in Lahore under the leadership of Ghulam
Hussain.’ It was M. N. Roy who with his sincere and painstaking efforts not only
established contact with communist world but also attracted the attention of the fiery
Indian revolutionaries and converted them into Communists with an intention to
establish economic order based on the Marxist line.’'

Through emissaries, Roy started to send various magazines, pamphlets etc. to
those groups- containing communist ideas and principles. Shortly after the formation
of CPI in Tashkent-Moscow, communist pamphlets like - India in Transition, What
Do We Want and a few others by M. N. Roy and journals like - International Press
Correspondence or Inprecor in short, a bi-weekly in English, German and French
published by the Comintern from Berlin since October 1921; the Vanguard of Indian
Independence, later renamed as Vanguard, published by Roy under Comintern
auspices from May 1922 started being smuggled into India. One of the earliest
Marxist analyses on India panned by an Indian Communist was published in the

Communist International, monthly organ of the Comintern, No.3, 1921, December
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1921, written most probably by M.N.Roy (signed ‘N’) the article “Present Events in
India”%* M. N. Roy made the first attempt as a Marxist interpretation of the various
facts of the Indian political scene.”

Within the country, the early Communists also took initiative to publish various
magazines and pamphlets in order to spread the idea of communism. The Socialist
appeared as a weekly from early August to December end of 1922. Being the first
magazine on international Socialism to be published in India, it attracted the attention
of friends and foes like S. S. Mirajkar and S. V. Ghate of Bombay actively joined
Dange, while Muzaffar Ahmed of Calcutta, M. Singaravelu from Madras M. N. Roy
from Berlin wrote letters congratulating the Socialist. A little more than a year, the
Labour Kisan Gazette was started by Singaravelu in Madras towards the end of
December 1923.%

Formation of the Communist Party of India:

The idea to have separate and independent Communist party in India getting maturity
in the mind of M.N.Roy since the day he set up the Communist Party in Tashkent.*®
In pursuit of giving effect to his idea to establish the legal party, Roy discussed the
matter with M. Singaravelu who had already formed a Labour and Kisan Party in
Madras. Thereupon, Satya Bhakta, a committed Communist of Nagpur who had
established correspondence contact with Dange by February, 1923 became
instrumental in setting up a legal Communist Party of India. With the help of
prominent Communist leaders of that time like Hasrat Mohani, V. H. Joshi, Rama
Sankar Awasthi and Pandit Ram Gopal, they formed the legal Communist Party on
September 1, 1924 with its headquarters at Kanpur. The party adopted a constitution
of its own with its objectives to establish complete Swaraj and a society based on the
principle of common ownership of property and common control of the means and

instrument of production and distribution of national wealth in the interest of the

82 Sen, Arindam & Gjosh, Partha(edited), Communist Movement in India: Historical Perspective and
Important Documents(vol. I), Samkalin Prakashan. Patna — 1991. Pp-79-80.
63 11.:
Ibid. P-52.
* Ibid. P-52.

32



whole community. It was also decided that an All India Communist Conference will
be held after three months.”*

The conference held on September 1, 1924, in which the Communist Party was
provisionally formed was not properly represented by the Communist delegates from
different corner of the country. In order to unite all the Marxist groups in different
parts of India Satya Bhakta convened the First Conference of the Communist Party of
India in Kanpur in December 19257 — which ratified the formation of the party on all
India level. This conference was presided by a leading Communist leader of Madras
named M. Singaravely. Several other Communist leaders like Muzaffar Ahmed,
S.V.Ghate, K. N. Gaglekar, R. S. Nimbker, Abdul Majid, Ajodhya Prasad and J. P.
Bagerhatta who belong to different parts of the country took part in the conference.
Hasrat Mohani declaring the aim of the Indian communists, said that the stand “to
establish Swaraj and complete independence by all fair means and after establishing
Swaraj, to see that it takes the form of Soviet Republic”.®®

As a result of the First Communist Conference in Kanpur the Provisional Indian
Communist Party was dissolved and a formal party with its name as the Communist
Party of India (CPI) has been formed. The ultimate goal of the party as declared at the
time formation was the establishment of workers’ and peasants’ republic in India.
And the immediate object of the party was the securing of a living wage for the
workers and peasants by means of nationalization and municipalisation of public
services; namely land, mines, factories, houses, telegraphs, telephones, railways and
such other public utilities which require public ownership.*’

The formation of the Communist Party of India on the national level, made it
explicitly clear that Communism in India had appeared as a force to stay. Before the
constitution of the Communist Party of India the main current of the communist
revolutionaries was towards creating mass insurrection against the British rule in
India by applying militant method. But with the formation of the CPI, the old method

of the revolutionaries lost its importance and the idea of Communism became very
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popular among the erstwhile revolutionaries. After the formation of the CPI and
subsequent joining of the erstwhile revolutionaries into the party, the old trend of
militant revolutionary method of Indian freedom struggle was ended and a new trend
emerged in the political arena of colonial India which was guided, inspired and
controlled by the ideology of Communism as well as the Communist Party of India.

The growth and development of the Communist Party of India was gradual in
nature, in spite of its being declared illegal by the British rulers, emerging as apolitical
force to be reckoned with not only amongst the workers and peasants but also a
section of intellectuals and a centralized all-India leadership came into being to guide
and to coordinate the activities of the party.

During the initial stage, the main form of political work of the Communists was
to organise peasants’ and workers’ parties and work through them. The first such
organisation was the Labour Swaraj Party of the Indian National Congress organised
by Muzaffar Ahmed, Qazi Nazrul Islam, Hemanta Kumar Sarkar and others in Bengal
in November 1925. In late 1926, a Congress Labour Party was formed in Bombay and
a Kirti Kisan Party in Punjab. By 1928 all of these provincial organisations had been
renamed the Workers’ and Peasants’ Party (WPP). All Communist were members of
this party. The basic objective of the WPP’s was to work within the Congress to give
it a more radical orientation and make it “the party of the people”.”

After the official formation of the Communist Party of India in 1925,
communist activities were very much active in Indian politics. As a result of the
gradual growth and development of the communist activities, the British Government
of India was apprehended and launched various conspiracy cases against the
Communists to suppress the development of communist activities.”' In this
connection, the Kanpur and Meerut conspiracy cases were the most prominent. The
rapid growth of Communist and WPP influence over the national movement was,
however, checked and wvirtually wiped out during 1929 and after by two
developments. One was the severe repression to which Communists were subjected
by the government. Already in 1922-24, Communists trying to enter India from the
Soviet Union had been tried in a series of conspiracy case at Peshawar and sentenced

to long periods of imprisonment. In 1924, the government had tried to cripple the
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nascent communist movement by trying S.A. Dange, Muzaftar Ahmed, Nalini Gupta
and Saukat Usmani in the Kanpur Bolshevik conspiracy case. All four were sentenced

to four years of imprisonment.

Working class and their organisation:
Modern working class in India emerged as powerful proletariat class with the
establishment of modern industries in India by British capitalists. For many years, the
Indian working class after emerging as a proletariat class, they were not able to
organise trade unions to resist the capitalist exploitation though they organise some
resistant movements in organised and semi-organised form which were sporadic
outburst in nature.”” The British economic policy expanded the number of workers
and at the same time worsened their economic conditions. However, the Indian
working class had begun to feel about the causes of their poverty and started to groan
against their exploiters. But they did not know what to do.”

The First World War was an epoch making era in the history of world and
India as well. One the one hand, the war came as a boon to the new rising industrial
bourgeoisie and on the other hand, it was a curse to the general masses and working
class of India. The prices of essential commodities rose very high and as a result, the
common masses and working class suffered very much. The situation was worsened
towards the end of the war. During this period the working class movement moved
towards stronger form of organised movement than before. This developed
consciousness of collective bargaining which was lacking so long and took initiative
for formation of modern type of trade unions.”* It was only after First World War, that
the Indian working class took to the road of organisation on class lines and
increasingly developed trade unions and political consciousness with the help of the
trade union leaders.”

During the post war period, the national liberation movement and working class
unrest in India took a new turn. It was on the eve of such a historical background the

Initiative for an all-India organisation of the working class of India was taken by some
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national leaders, social reformers and other interested in the working class movement.
They ultimately formed the first national organisation of the working class — the All
India Trade Union Congress (AITUC) in October 1920 with Lala Lajpat Rai as
president.76 The First Session of the AITUC was held on 31 October, 1920, at the
Empire Theatre Hall, Bombay, under the Chairmanship of Lala Lajpat Rai.”” 1t is to
be mentioned here that, the All India Trade Union Congress at the time of its
foundation and even up to the Second World War, was neither purely a communist
organization nor a wing of the CPL. During that period, the communists were only a
part of it. Thereupon, the country witnessed a dynamic change in the workers’
activities and in their methods of protest when Indian labour movement got long
awaited lead with the emergence of the All India Trade Union Congress in 1920. The
first lead came from the revolutionary and leftist leaders who organised the Trade
Union Congress.” In the First Session of the AITUC, political leaders of that time
representing different shades and opinions, attended.” So, it is clear that the
formation of the All India Trade Union Congress or the trade union movement in
India did not start with the initiative of any political party.

With the emergence of Communist Party in twenties, attempt to organise trade
union on the basis of Communist ideology was initiated by prominent communist
leaders. At a time when the AITUC was under complete domination of the nationalist
leaders, gradual penetration of communist ideas became manifest. This period may be
considered to be the preparatory stage to the emergence of socialist forces inside the
trade union movement. In Bombay and Calcutta the early Communists were very
much active in the trade union movement. In regard to the trade union movement, the
policy to be adopted by the Communists was clearly stated in the fifth Congress of the
Communist International held in 1924. It stated: “the Indian Communist Party must
bring the trade union movement under its influence. It must recognize it on a class

basis and purge it of all alien elements.*
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As a result of the efforts of M.N.Roy and other early Communist leaders, the
Communists established their control and started to lead the AITUC by 1927. The
seventh session of the AITUC was held in March 1927. This was the first session of
the AITUC in which the left wing led by the Communists appeared in strength.
Shapurji Saklatwala, the Indian who had become a British Communist Member of
Parliament, was present in the session. Another Communist S. V. Ghate was elected
Secretary. A close associate of M.N.Roy, Phillip Sprat, a British Communist was also
present in the session. At the eight annual session of the AITUC, held in Kanpur in
December, 1927, Communists were elected to several high offices within the
organisation. S.H. Jhabwalla was made organising Secretary, S.A. Dange was chosen
as one of the Assistant Secretaries and the Communist sympathizer D.R. Thengdi
became one of the three vice-presidents.®’ The Ninenth Session of the All India Trade
Union Congress held at Jharia in December 1928. The Conference passed the
resolution for a future constitution of India with emphasis on a Socialist Republican
Government of the working class, nationalization of land and industries, right to work
and maintenance, provision of social and unemployment insurance including
maternity relief, non-enactment of repressive and reactionary labour laws etc.*> The
most attractive feature of the Jharia Conference was that, it elected two Communists -
M. Ahmed and S.A. Dange as Vice-president and Assistant Secretary respectively for
the Nagpur Congress to be held in 1929. Thus, at the initiative of the Communists, the
activities of the Trade Union Congress became very much active by 1929.%3

The influence of the ideology of Communism gradually increased among the
working class of India. Industrial labour particularly in Bombay and Calcutta, have
since the 1920’s been influenced by Russian propaganda and by the English and
Indian agents of the Third International.** The emergence of the Communists into the
AITUC and their emphasis on the class character of the working class movement led
to conflict between the political leaders from different shades who were working in

AITUC. In the year 1924 there were many strikes in India and particularly among the
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textile workers first in Bombay and then in Kanpur. Most of these strikes were
organised by the Communists.*®

There took place a split in the AITUC between the moderate group led by N.M.
Joshi, V.V. Giri, Shiva Rao and Dewan Chamanlal and the extremist group led by the
Communists who were supported by the nationalists. After 1929 the moderate came
out of the AITUC and formed the Indian Trade Union Federation (ITUF). Though in
1929 the Communists, with the help of the left nationalists, gained control of the
AITUC, it was still working with the alliance with, and not in opposition to, the
nationalist political movement in India. But in 1931, the Communists led by B.T.
Ranadive and S.V Daspande clashed with the left nationalists, then led by Subhas
Chandra Bose, within the AITUC on the question as to what should be the
relationship of AITUC towards the nationalist movement of India.*® As result of this
contradiction, the Communists were bound to secede from the AITUC in 1931. In
1929, the Communists, with the support of the left-nationalists, succeeded in
capturing the AITUC and in ousting the moderates there-from. But in 1931 the left-
nationalists proved stronger than the Communists, and the Communists seceded from

AITUC to form the All India Red Trade Union Congress (AIRTUC).*’

Ban on the communist organisations:
After establishing its control over the working class of India, the CPI decided to wage
a barge labour movement against the British Government. Subsequently, the CPI gave
a call to the textile workers all over India to organise a general strike. Accordingly,
the textile workers all over the country observed a three months long strike. Being
afraid of the activity of the Communist Party of India, the British Government was
bound to declare CPI and all trade unions under its control as unlawful organisations
in July, 1934. As a result, the open activity of the CPI was stopped and the party’s
activities continued in underground.

The Communist Party of India after being declared illegal by the British
Government, decided to enter into the National Congress and Congress Socialist
Party. The ‘Dutt-Bradley Thesis’ which is the reflection of the policy adopted in the

Seventh Congress of the Communist International — also encouraged the Indian
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communists to project the National Congress as the platform of mass anti-British
movement. In January 1936, the Congress Socialist Party, on the recommendation of
its General Secretary, Jayaprakash Narayan, decided to admit the Communists to its
membership. As a result of this decision Indian Communists joined the Congress
Socialist Party, and thereby gained admittance into the Indian National Congress.*®
This was how the Communists established their hold in the left-wing of the Congress
and many of them held official portfolios in the CSP and the Congress sincel934.
Thereafter, the Communists and Socialists made systematic efforts to propagate the
cause of the labourers and their effects were felt in the province of Assam as well.*’
During 1936-42, the Communists build up powerful peasant movements in Kerala,
Andhra, Bengal and Punjab”® as well as in Surma valley of Assam. During that time,

this trend of the Indian Communists was largely felt in the Surma valley districts in

the province of Assam.

The Communist Party of India in Surma Valley:

In the communist, nationalist, cultural and other allied activities of India, the Surma
valley of Assam was not lagging behind. Surma valley is the continuation of Bengal
plain. During colonial period, Bengal was the epicenter of revolutionary, communist,
nationalist, cultural and other modern activities. So, the echo of any activity of Bengal
was felt in the Surma valley of Assam during colonial period. During that period,
Sylhet was the epicenter of all the nationalist and other activity of Assam. The
communist movement of Surma valley in particular and Assam in general also raised
its head from the district of Sylhet. In Surma valley, communistic ideas entered
through the efforts of some young men who were indoctrinated in Calcutta. Phanindra
Nath Dutta was one of the pioneer Communists of Sylhet who became a Communist
in the early thirties. Phanindra Nath Dutta took initiative to recruit some workers for
organizing Communist party in the Surma valley. Himself being a man originally
from Sylhet, he knew most of the students from Sylhet who were studying in Calcutta.

In December, 1935, he picked up six of them and the District organizing Committee
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of Communist Party for Sylhet was formed with six members.”’ The six members of
the newly formed committee were — Lala Sharodindhu Dey, Chittaranjan Das,
Digendranath Dasgupta, Chanchal Kumar Sarma, Dinesh Choudhury and Amarendra
Kumar Paul.”® The first meeting for the formation of the District Organising
Committee of the CPI for Sylhet district was held in a mess of the Communist
workers at Potuatola Lane of Calcutta. Phanindra Nath Dutta, Dr. Raman Sen, Nripen
Chakraborty and Mohammad Ismail were present in this secret meeting on behalf of

the Bengal Provincial Organising Committee of CPIL”

The prominent Communist
leaders who formed the Communist Party in Sylhet district were Chittaranjan Das,
Chanchal Kumar Sarma, Jyotirmoy Nandi, Prabodananda Kar, Rohini Das,
Karunasindhu Roy, Biresh Mishra, Dwijen Sengupta, Hemanga Biswas, Suroth Paul
Choudhury etc.”* Behind the formation of the Sylhet District Organising Committee
of CPI, the initiative was mainly taken by Chittaranjan Das, Lala Sharodindhu Dey
and Digen Dasgupta. The six members of the newly formed Sylhet District
Organising Committee of the CPI were belong to revolutionary organisation ‘Tarun
Sanga’.” Later on the Surma Valley District Committee of CPI under Bengal
Provincial Committee was formed in a conference at Thakurbari Dhigirpar under
Gopalganj P.S. on 13™ and 14™ December 1942. Biswanath Mukharjee, a communist
leader of Bengal, presided over the deliberations of the conference.”

An important fact about the communist movement of Surma valley is that, the
Communist Party and other communist organisations of Surma valley took birth and

developed as a political force in the condition of its being declared illegal by the
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British Government. It was mainly due to the patriotic zeal and strong commitment to
the national cause of the dedicated and hard-boiled revolutionary leaders of Surma
valley, the Communist Party and communist movement took birth and developed in
this valley in particular and whole province in general. Like other parts of the country,
the revolutionary students’ and youths of Surma valley laid down the base of the
communist movement and Communist Party of India in this valley. All most all the
youth members of different revolutionary organisation of Sylhet attracted towards
Communism and ultimately laid down the foundation of the Communist Party and
communist movement of this valley and played an equal role in it with other parts of
the country. During this period, the prominent revolutionary organisations of this area
were — Tarun Sanga, Anushilan Samiti, Jugantar, Srisanga and Welfare Association
etc.

After the formation of the organisation of the Communist Party of India in
Sylhet, the erstwhile revolutionary youth of the valley abandoned their old method of
terrorism and whole-heartedly joined the CPI. A small number of them joined CSP
and Forward Bloc but majority of them joined the Communist Party of India.”” All
most all the Revolutionaries of Tarun Sanga joined the CPI, the prominent among
them were — Shibendra Dam, Keshab Chandra Das, Angira Kumar Sharma, Narendra
Mahapatra, Dewan Mehbubur Choudhury, Yogeshwar Das, Monish Bhattacharjee,
Anadi Deb, Manik Choudhury, Swadesh Ranjan Paul Choudhury, Suroshi
Bhattacharjee, Mrinal Kanti Dasgupta, Sukumar Nandi, Kumudananda Bhattacharjee,
Binoy Ganguly, Achinta Bhattacharjee, Mohitosh Purkayastha, Tarapoda
Bhattacharjee and others. Apart from Tarun Sanga, the revolutionary youths from
other organisation like-Jugantar, Srisanga and Welfare Association also joined the
Communist Party of India. Important among them are — Hemanta Kumar Das,
Satyabrata Dutta, Ranu Dutta, Ramakanta Das and Ashu Sen from Anushilan Samiti.
From Srisanga and Welfare Association — Binoy Mazumder, Shashi Chandra and
others joined the communist party in Sylhet.”®

Though the district of Sylhet was under Chief Commissioner’s Province of
Assam, the organisation of the Communist Party in Sylhet was a District Committee

under Bengal Provincial Committee of the party. The reason behind this event was
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that, when the party organisation was formed in Sylhet, there was no organisation of
the party in the provincial level as well as in Assam valley districts. Though the
district of Sylhet was a part of the province of Assam, the nationalist and other allied
activities of this district was governed by and directly related with Bengal. Behind this
historical fact, the cultural, linguistic and geographical condition of the Surma valley
is the most dominating factor.

When the British Government declared the Communist Party of India as an
unlawful organisation, the Communists allover the country entered into the Indian
National Congress and Congress Socialist Party. The Communists in Surma valley
also followed the same principle. After the ban of CPI, most of its workers continued
their activity for national liberation movement from the platform of the Sylhet District
Congress Committee. Prominent among them were — Probodhanda Kar, Rohini
Kumar Das, Nibaran Dutta, Hemanga Biswas, Dibendra Dutta, Ramnath
Bhattacharjee, Bhupati Chakraborty, Nirodh Das, Dalgavinda Deb, Shashiprova Deb,
Bilongamayee Kar, Matangini Das, Ranadhir Shyam, Gopesh Biswas and others.”
During the banned condition of the CPI, most of the high portfolio in the District
Congress was occupied by the Communists in Sylhet district. Communist leader
Biresh Mishra was the Secretary of Sylhet District Congress Committee. After the
arrest of Biresh Mishra, Communist leader Probodhanda Kar remained as the District
Congress Secretary for many times. Lala Saharodhindu Dey was the Secretary of
Sunamganj sub-divisional Congress Committee. In the Karimganj sub-divisional
Congress Committee Swadesh Paul Choudhury and Yogeshwar Das worked as
Secretary. '® Chanchal Kumar Sarma who was actively associated with revolutionary
organization Tarun Sanga'®’ was the Secretary of Habiganj and South Sylhet sub-
divisional Congress Committee. In the Cachar district also, Communist leader

Achinta Bhattacharjee was elected as the Secretary of the Cachar District Congress
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1'% and Moni Roy was the Secretary of Silchar Town Congress

Committee in 194
Committee. Dwijen Sengupta, Jibon Banerjee, Monindra Barman were the important
leaders of Cachar District Congress.'"?

During the ban condition of the Communist Party of India, the Communists of
Surma valley were very active in spreading the communist ideology and organization.
By using the Congress platform, they tactfully did their communistic activity which
even the police administration failed to check. Admitting the fact, the Chief Secretary
to the Government of Assam wrote to the Secretary to the Government of India on
19™ June, 1942 that “The Assam Government realize the difficulty of maintaining the
ban against the Communist Party of India in present circumstances, and have no
objections to its withdrawal so far as this province is concerned.”'** As a result of the
activity of the Communists within the Congress during the banned period, the
popularity of the Congress started to increase in Surma valley. By projecting the
Congress as an anti-imperialist platform, it was not possible for the Communist Party
of India and Kisan Sabha to organise the peasants in uncompromising militant line
against the British Imperialism. The Communists at that time were motivated to
organise and lead all the peasant and working class movement considering the safety
and interests of the Congress. To keep in view the safety of the newly formed
Congress coalition ministry in Assam was the main aim of the Surma valley

Communists at that time.'®®

Trade union in Surma valley:

With the emergence of the communist organization in Surma valley, a new political
situation was emerged which largely helped in consolidating the freedom movement
of the valley. The new situation was manifested in the sudden spurt of trade union

activities. In 1938, several Trade Unions sprang up one after another. These were
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No. 11029 LB of 18.09.42. File No. A-3(6) 42, Part. II, Sub: Communism: General Activities.

19 Das, Nishith Ranjan. Swadhinata Sangramer Biplobi Dharay Asom Prodesher Communist Party.
Sabitri Publication, Karimganj - 2006. P-63.

19 Policy towards Communism. From the Chief Secretary to the Government of Assam to the Secretary
to the Government of India. No.C.54/42. File No. A-3(6)42, Part II, Sub: Communism: General
Activities.

15 Communist Survey, July 1936. Office of the Deputy Inspector General Police, C.I.D. Memo.
No.17596 dated August the 8" of 1936, 154/36 (Assam) Comm. File No. A-2(3) 36, II, Sub:
Communism: General Activities.; Sarma, Chanchal Kumar. Surma Upatyakar Krishak O Sramik
Andolener Itihas., Oriental Book Company Pvt. Ltd. Calcutta 1990. P-17.
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Sylhet Cachar Cha Bagan Mazdur Union, Surma valley Dock-Mazdoor Union,
Cachar Press Workers’ Association and Silchar Dhangar Union. The Sylhet-Cachar
Cha Mazdoor Sanghatak Committee was formed in 1938 at the initiative of Barin
Dutta, Provodananda Kar and others. Both Dutta and Kar were Communists. In 1938,
five tea gardens of Cachar were on strike where more than two thousand workers
participated.'® In the wake of this strike the organization consolidated its position and
assumed a new name, Sylhet-Cachar Cha Bagan Mazdur Union. The organization
was registered under the Trade Union Act on 27 April, 1939."7 With Arun Kumar
Chanda ' (A. K. Chanda) as its President the organization made a rapid progress in
Cachar. Subsequently, Pravodananda Kar became the president of the union with
Digen Das Gupta as Vice-President and Barin Dutta as Secretary. All of them were
Communists. Dock Mazdur Union was formed with Paresh Chandra Choudhury as
President and Dwijendralal Sengupta as the Secretary. Cachar Press Workers” Union
had Upendra Chandra Deb Roy and Mohitosh Purkayastha as President and Secretary
respectively. Dhangar Union was formed with Abong Kalui as President and
Pritiranjan Das as Secretary. Except A. K. Chanda, all the above leaders were
Communists.'”® In 1946, Assam Cha Bagan Mazdoor Union was formed at the
initiative of Gourisankar Bhattacharjee and Moni Bhoumik with Gourisankar
Bhattacharjee as President and Moni Bhoumik as Secretary.'"’

The Communists in Assam, in order to consolidate the working class of the
province, formed various trade union organization and movements were organized
under the banner of those organisations. Regarding the year of the formation of the
state level organization of the AITUC in Assam, there are two different views.
According to Hemen Das, member of the Assam State Committee the CPI (M) — there
was no state level organization of the AITUC in Assam until 1944. In this year, the
Assam branch of the AITUC was formed in a conference at Silchar with Arun Kumar

Chanda as President and Sanat Ahir as Secretary. In 1945, the Assam State
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Conference of the AITUC was held ad Gouhati. In this conference, Arun Kumar
Chanda and Gourisankar Bhattacharjee were elected as President and Secretary
respectively.”''” But historian Profulla Mishra states: “The first Conference of Assam
Provincial Trade Union Congress was held at Dibrugarh in 1943 and it’s Second
Conference at Gouhati in 1945. The APTUC, at that time was the only central trade
union organization in Assam, the Third Conference of which was held at Dibrugarh in

December 1946.°!!!

Peasantry and their organisation:
During colonial period, peasantry in India played an active role in the national
liberation movement of the country. All most in every parts of India, the peasants’
movements were more or less militant in nature against Landlordism, Capitalism, and
Imperialism which were responsible for the bad condition of the peasantry. So, the
nationalists did not feel any hesitation to organise the peasantry in the national
liberation movement. Whenever any sort of unrest took place among the peasantry,
the nationalist leaders marched towards the peasantry in order to utilise the sentiments
of the latter in the national liberation movement. Though almost all the peasant
uprisings were militant in nature, those were not able to achieve their goal largely due
to the interference of the nationalist leaders who did not allowed the peasantry to
become more militant in their struggle considering their line of compromise and share
of power with the British imperialism. But when the Communists emerged in the
Indian political scene as an organised political force, they began to represent peasants’
interests in national politics. At the initiative of the Communists, the first all-India
organisation of the peasantry — the ‘All India Kisan Sabha’ was formed in the year
1936 which provided impetus to the peasant movement of India in particular and
communist movement in general.

It seems that disillusionment at the result of the Civil Disobedience Movement
led to heart-searching among the Socialists and Communists and radical
Congressmen. There was a new found consciousness about the potential inherent in

peasant mobilization in a country where the peasants comprised about 90 percent of
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the population. In this background, the All India Kisan Sabha was formed in 1936.
The Congress Socialist Party and peasant leaders like — Ranga and Sahajanand took a
leading part in its formation. The Communist Party, which was forma