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PREFACE

Assam is often called a land of colours- a land of colourful nature with multi-ethnic
society. Assam has always been a meeting ground of different races that were
migrated Assam at various points of her history. An important movement of people
into Assam was that of Nepalis. In the pre-colonial times the flows of Nepalis into
Assam were smaller and the people assimilated imperceptibly into the host society.
Colonial intervention in the 19" century Assam and under the aegis of the colonial
state created conditions, through the commercialisation and industrialisation of the
economy served to stimulate the natural migratory movement of the people. Having
treaty relationship with the British Government in India, people of the Nepal were
sponsored to migrate into the subcontinent. During the 19" and 20™ century Nepalis
were came to Assam primarily in search of living as soldiers, porters, herdsmen and
marginal farmers. Assam, which earlier was thinly populated and land abundant both
in the plains and hills and was ideal for grazing and cultivation, served as
encouraging factor for the Nepalis to migrate into the province. As the population
movement on such a significant scale in northeast India did not take place before the

colonial period, this forms an important aspect of study.

The task of reconstructing a full-fledged history of the Nepalis in Assam is not an
easy task. The dearth of corroborative recorded events and scattered and fragmentary
source of information are some of the basic problems in the study of the history of
Nepalis in Assam. However, in this work, an attempt has been made to handle

carefully the available sources and correctly interpret the events.

In the present work of study efforts has been made to study the community
objectively, which neither demands full credit for new discoveries nor is a major
break-through in the study of Nepalis in Assam. It is a humble effort to re-search the
Nepalis in Assam, which in some point is fully introductory in nature, and shows

some scope of the study in future.

The scheme of the present work has been organised as follows: chapter I is devoted

to a survey of literature, scope, significance, problems, methods and the sources. It
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also discusses concisely the geographical, ecological and ethnological background,
cultural similarities, caste and religion, marital relation between Nepal and Assam.
Here an attempt has been made to study sparsely population and vast waste lands and
colonial sponsored through the treaty relation with Nepal, encouraged poor Nepalis
to migrate into Assam. In the second chapter where efforts has been made to trace out
the colonial notion against the native Assamese as indolent and lazy and most of
them were opium addicted, which served as cause of labour importation into the
province. Chapter 111 deals with the Nepalis labour employed in the coal mines, is the
continuation of chapter Il. Large numbers of Nepalis were imported through the
agencies and recruiting depots. Attempt has been made to look into the working
condition in the coal mines, mode of recruitment, payment etc. Chapter 1V is the
study of Nepali graziers into the province, where study has been made to the causes
of the growing number in the profession of grazing. It also deals with the government
policies regarding the grazing taxes, where people graze their cattle freely in to their
neighbouring forest. Attempt has also been made to study the land policies of the
colonial government and the migration land hungry East Bengali cultivators into
Assam, Line System, Grow More Food campaign, encroachment of grazing land and
clashes etc. Chapter V deals with the oil exploration and early survey operations and
genesis of Assam Oil Company labour unrest in Colonial Assam. Attempt has been
made to trace out the ground causes of strained relationship of AOC management and
labour from 1928-29 and the strike of 1939, when the labour AOC organise a strike
lasting for several months. Chapter VI, the conclusion, collates and reveals the
connection between all other chapters and attempts to present, as far as possible, the
overall picture of the importation of Nepali labours, their contribution in the economy
and society, their role in the India’s independence and labour movement and also the

unity of the mother country Assam.
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