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“It can be defined by summarizing the term,
‘autobiography’ implies the description (grapkia) of
an individual human life (bios) by the individual him

LERY

self (auto).
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“Though essentially representations of individual

personalities, autobiographers are bound always to be
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representative of their period, within a range that will
vary with the intensity of author’s participation in
contemparary life and with the sphere in which the
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character. He exists to some degree as an object, a
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from outside, and he needs to give to some extent the
genetical story of this person. But he is also the
subject, a temperament whose inner and outer world
owes its appearance to the manner in which he sees
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A 2V(TeTa F AT FN 'confessions' TG &0E GSItd
csTtz«— " The real object of my confessions is to com-
municate an exact knowlege of what | interiorly an and

have been in every situation of my life." ®
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“The purpose of true autobiography must be

“sellestlesiming,” a search for one’s inner standing. It si
an affain of conscience, and in its immediate source
and purpose suggeste something of a metaphysical
urge, or at any rate something that can not be reduced

to a rational of or social function.™
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reminiscence is much harder to drow-or rather, no clear
line can be drawn. There is no autobiography that is

not in some respect a memoir, and no memoir that
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without autobiographycal in formation; both are based
on personal experience, chronological, and reflective."
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