Chapter- 3

PHONOLOGY

Phonemic inventory of Hajong consists of 6 vowels, 11 diphthongs and 25 consonants
under segmental features. The phonemic inventories of this language are presented

below.

3.1. Vowels:

It is seen that Hajong has six oral vowel sounds /1, e, a, o, u, wy/.

3.1.1. Vowels Chart: The vowel phonemes are shown in the chart below.

Chart of Vowel Phonemes
Front Centre Back
U R |U R |U R
Close 1 w u
Mid e 0
Open a
3.1.2. Description of vowels:
Phoneme Description
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N/

le/

la/

fw/

/

/o/

3.1.3. Distribution of vowels:

close, front, unrounded vowel.

mid-open, front, unrounded vowel.

mid- open central un-rounded vowel

close back un-rounded vowel

close back rounded vowel

mid-open back rounded vowel

In Hajong, all the six vowels occur initially, medially and finally. There is no

contrast in vowel length. The following examples show the occurrence of vowels in

different word-positions:

/i/ Word-Initial position:

/ikrw/

/itw/

/ir1/

N1s/

/isk"ati/

/iswumas/

‘root’

‘brick’

‘grain’

‘middle part of plough’

‘plough lock’

‘shrimp’
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/ilwas1/

/i/ Word-Medial position:

/asirbad/
/blitur/
/biturte/
/blitu/
/barib"itw/
/bisib"at/
/bebakdigi/
/dingpora/
/hidul/
/hizabare/
/mitwri/
/mundir/
/nidun/

/pit*w/

‘cardamom’

‘blessing’

in

‘among, within’

‘plot of land for building’

‘dwelling’

‘sticky rice’

‘everywhere’

‘rice cooked in bamboo’

‘dry fish with yam leaf added’

‘rabbit’

‘sweets’

‘temple’

‘drum’

‘fried sweet made of rice flour and often

coconut’

90



/¢irw/ ‘flat rice’

/Ciku/ ‘piece of food e.g. betel nut’
/tin/ ‘three’

/tinali/ ‘three-way intersection’
Jup"is/ ‘office’

/i/ Word-Final position:

/agaguri/ ‘everywhere’

/ali/ ‘boundary marker’

/bari/ ‘farm’

/bebakdigi/ ‘everywhere’

/b"ati/ ‘west’

/6"iturni/ ‘inside’

/¢ikuni/ ‘one who is very neat and clean’

/dinni/ ‘everyday, always, daily’

/dini1 rati/ ‘day and night’

/diki/ ‘traditional rice grinder operated by foot
pedel’
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/giywni/ ‘wise’

/ ghuri/ ‘to turn, spin, return’
/hani/ ‘pot for making rice’
/k™udri/ ‘small portion’

/murt/ ‘crispy rice’

/morasali/ ‘graveyard’

/ni/ ‘in, at’

/pani/ ‘water’

/pithli/ ‘rice flour, powdered rice’
/ruti/ ‘bread’

/tari/ ‘mountain’

/tinali/ ‘three-way intersection’
Jalti/ ‘to overturn’

/e/ Word-Initial position:

lela/ ‘now

[eite/ ‘here’

/ek/ ‘one’



/ekseo/

/ekonda/

/egaro/

/e/ Word-Medial position:

/bela/

/bera/

/bekon/

/d"emna/

/kene/

/kengka/

/nenra/

/penkata/

/pepa/

/sek/

/tero/

/e/ Word-Final:

/bare/

‘little way, a short distance, few steps’

‘each, every’

‘eleven’

(3 b

sun

‘wall of the house, fence’

‘both, two’

‘boil or rash that is not itchy’

‘why?’

‘how?’

‘lame’

‘safety pin’

‘horn, flute’

‘hot poultice to relieve pain’

‘thirteen’

‘to serve food’
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/base/

/dore/

/dhore/

/hakle/

/kare/

/lage/

/mare/

/maphe/

/mame/

/pasre/

/thame/

/a/ Word-Initial:

/abu/

lazo/

/ada/

/adidar/

/ag/

‘to live, survive, be saved from’

‘to fear’

‘to grasp, catch, hold, seize, Fig

‘soon, quickly’

‘to snatch’

‘to hit, need’

‘to kill, hit, murder’

‘to weigh, measure, compare’

‘to descend’

‘to forget’

‘to land, stop, e.g. boats, birds’

‘grandmother’

‘grandfather’

‘ginger’

‘landowner’

‘front’

. to agree’
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/agaguri/

/akon/

/akra/

/akas/

/alikPon/

/amorsa/

/amsikluk/

/aggurgota/

/a/ Word-Medial:

/bani/

/base/

/dankli/

/ghapat/

‘everywhere’

‘medicinal plant, leaf is used as medicine for
curing pains’

‘hooks, for hanging towels’

‘sky’
‘a kind of bird’

‘sad’

‘yellow bird, medium sized, song like the

name’

‘bird, with a black beak, white breast, moves

its tail’

‘masmelon, shaped like a mango, green,

yellowish when ripe, used as fruit/vegetable’

‘searching’

‘wooden tool used as hammer’

‘sudden, for biting, catching’
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/katabazu/ ‘armband, traditional upper arm band worn

by bride’

/kharu/ ‘bangles, worn on hands and legs of bride

during traditional Hajong wedding’

/sathal/ ‘courtyard, dirt compound surrounding a
house’
/tat/ ‘handloom’

/a/ Word-Final:

/ada/ ‘ginger’

/adha/ ‘half’

/akra/ ‘hook for hanging towels’

/krasa/ ‘bamboo basket to store vegetables, bottles,

(it can be carried on the head)’

/na/ ‘right?’

/petelkana/ ‘halfboiled, used for rice only’
/rowa/ ‘rice seedling to transplant’
/€orkPa/ ‘spinning wheel’
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/sara/

/soltha/

/ukthaapaktha/

/o/ Word-Initial:

/ogodepta/

/okha/

/oktai/

/opuman/

/ot/

/ola/

/o/ Word-Medial:

/bowa/

/dobhaza/

/dos, dof/

/dhona/

‘whole (used for time e.g. whole day, every

year)’

‘long thread’

‘opposite, wrong side, upside down’

‘devil’

‘dandruff’

‘to spit/vomit, foam at the mouth’

‘blasphemy’

Clip’

‘his’

‘weaving net, a string net covered with

plastic used for weaving’

‘fried rice grain, cira that has been refried’

2

‘ten

‘beams, refers to all horizontal beams,

e.g. main beam of a roof, axel on a vehicle’
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/gonyrai/

/hangor/

/¢orkha/

/kodal/

/soltha/

/somaz, homaz/

/o/ Word-Final:

/atharo/

/brokto/

/koto/

/kusto/

/pozonto/

/pondro/

/rokto/
/sulo/

/sogkho/

‘to roar (used for lion, tiger)’

‘wooden latch for blocking the door in the

middle so that no one can break it down’

‘spinning wheel’

‘spade’

‘long thread’

‘society’

‘eighteen’

‘disciple’

‘how much?’

‘leprosy’

‘until, to that point, till, even, for time,

directions’

‘fifteen’

‘blood’
‘sixteen’

‘conch’
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/sotoro/

/tero/

/u/ Word-Initial:

/ubhisap/

Juguur/

/unnis/

/usut/

/ukthupaktha/

/uphur/

/ultw/

/ut/

/usptus/

/usut/

/ulumpalay/

/u/ Word-Medial:

/angur/

/bursi/

‘seventeen’

‘thirteen’

‘curse’

‘burps, belch’

‘nineteen’

‘medicine taken internally’

‘opposite, wrong side, upside down’

< 2

up

‘opposite, upside down’

‘camel’

‘uneasy feelings’

‘medicine (taken internally)’

‘distressed’

‘grapes’

‘fish hook’
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/gududum/

/kuyw/

/munthw/

/purt/

/putu/

/raguwu/

/ramdbunu/

/zulp1/

/u/ Word-Final:

/abu/

/bastu/

/dadu/

/daru/

/guru/

/hulu/

2

‘long-faced, associated with anger

‘rotten, used for cooked food’

‘salty, used for biscuits’

‘twenty kilogram’

‘a fruit/vegetable shaped like a porol,

but smaller’

‘short tempered’

‘rainbow’

“fish trap, long, cylindrical and placed

over the fish’

‘grandmother’

‘nature’

‘ringworm’

‘poultice, medicine applied on outside of

the body e.g. on broken bones or wounds’

‘teacher’

‘gibbon, a kind of monkey’
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/maru/

/putu/

/ramdhunu/

/zuntu/

/ur/ Word-Initial

ftuat/

Jaryw/

/wuskwy/

/umuglu/

/wunwzi/

/wuguui/

fwrwly/

ftuwsw/

/ua/ Word-Medial:

/binic¢wl/

/buuri/

‘crispy rice ball’

‘fruit/vegetable shaped like a porol,

but smaller’

‘rainbow’

‘animals, generic term’

‘profit’

‘mom, to address own mother’

‘today’

w¢E

‘eye disease, pimples in the eyelid’

‘to go ahead’

‘wild duck’

‘a kind of paddy’

‘sticky rice grain’

‘grove’
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/bulwsora/

/bursw/

/bruiswul/

/¢wl/

/ghurmuut/

/kws/

/phukuur/

/suuit/

/tawury/

/umuwbusyw/

/w1/ Word-Final:

/amagumu/

/birw/

/hirw/

/hutlw/

‘reef’

‘rainy season’

‘earthquake’

‘rice’

‘sudden (used with meeting people after a

long time)’

‘ceramic’

‘spring, water that comes up from the

ground’

‘sixty’

‘brother or sister's father-in-law’

‘dark night’

‘cloudy, looks like rain, but then the sun

comes out’

‘equal to forty pieces’

‘diamond’

‘short worm, stinging hairs cause itchiness’
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kuawlw/

/puilw/

/rupur/

/Cipwr/

/sutwr, hutw/

fultw/

3.1.4. Contrasting pairs of vowels:

‘cloudy, fluffy clouds’

“first’

‘silver’

‘narrow, used for roads’

‘thread’

‘opposite, upside down’

Above mentioned vowel sounds are established on the basis of minimal pairs and

where minimal pairs are not available, sub minimal pairs are used for the purpose.

Examples are presented below:

fi/ vs /e/:

/bari/

/bare/

/ir1/

fer1/

‘“farm’

‘to serve food’

‘grain’

‘edi’
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/zati/ ‘press, run over’

/zate/ ‘so that’
/il vs la/
/bis/ ‘twenty’
/bas/ ‘bamboo’
/bisi/ ‘seed’
/bisa/ ‘insect’
/€ali/ ‘verandah’
/¢ala/ ‘tent, temporary shelter of
leaves/branches’
/Cirw/ ‘flat rice’
/Cara/ ‘plant’
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/dari/

/dara/

/din/

/dan/

/hani/

/hana/

/ita/

/ata/

/soz1/

/soza/

‘beard’

‘peak, roof support’

2

‘sky

‘donation/gift’

‘pot for making rice’

‘a type of marriage, by elopement’

‘brick’

‘wheat’

‘flour’

‘simple, streight’
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fi/ vs lui/

/bir1/

/birw/

/kumli/

/kumlw/

falti/

/ultw/

fi/ vs /u/

/dari/

/daru/

/el vs /a/:

/mela/

/mala/

‘bidr’

‘equal to 40 pieces’

‘jaundice’

‘immature’

‘to overturn’

‘opposite’

‘beard’

‘poultice’

‘festival, mela’

‘garland’
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/pen/

/pan/

/tera/

/tara/

/tel/

/tal/

/al vs o/

fat/

ot/

/brak/

/bhok/

/bat/

/bot/

‘pant’

‘betel leaf’

‘squint-eyed’

‘star’

‘oil’

‘palmyra tree’

‘eight (number)’

‘lip7

‘division’

‘hunger’

‘cooked rice’

‘wild berry’
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/dhan/

/dron/

/hagra/

/hogra/

/el vs /u/

/det/

/dui/

/kber/

/kbur/

/mek/

/muk/

‘paddy’

‘wealth’

‘thum cultivation’

‘antelope’

‘to give’

‘two

‘straw, thatch, hay, used for making

aroof’

‘a razor’

‘rain’

‘face’
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[l vs la/

/bwz/

/buz/

/bhuui/

/bhui/

/gurw/

/guru/

/al vs [/

/bisra/

/bisruy/

/bari/

/buuri/

‘music’

‘understand’

‘brother’

‘paddy or grain field’

‘powder, smashed rice’

‘cow, generic term’

‘poor’

‘search, look for’

‘farm’

‘grove’
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/bhai/ ‘to, trough’

/bruri/ ‘younger brother’
/il vs o/

/bari/ ‘farm, uncultivated grove’

/baro/ ‘twelve’

/b"okti/ ‘honor’

/b"okto/ ‘disciple’

/din/ ‘sky’

/don/ ‘measuring basket’ (of cane)
/al vs la/

/Can/ ‘moon’

/Cun/ ‘lime’

/dat/ ‘tooth’

/dut/ ‘breast’
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/mas/ ‘fish’

/mus/ ‘moustache’
/pare/ ‘to pluck (used for fruit)’
/pure/ ‘to read’
/phal/ ‘plow blade’
/phul/ ‘flower’
lolvs le/
/bor/ ‘blessing’
/ber/ ‘temporary storage, esp. rice’
/mola/ ‘my, mine’
/mela/ ‘festival’
/posa/ ‘rotten’
/pesa/ ‘owl’
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/tol/ ‘below’

/tel/ ‘oil’
/u/ vs o/
/pura/ ‘study’
/pora/ ‘burn’
/p"ul/ ‘flower’
/p"ol/ “fruit’
Jut/ ‘camel’
/ot/ ‘lip’
lwl vs /o/
/dwl/ ‘lentils’
/dol/ ‘a group of men’
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/mun/ ‘man, male’

/mon/ ‘mind’

3.2. Diphthongs:

There are 11 diphthongs in Hajong viz. /ai, ao, oi, ui, uw, ei, eu, ia, iw, wi, wu/.

All diphthongs do not occur in all the position in a word.

3.2.1. Diphthong chart: Formations of diphthongs are given below with chart.

a e 1 0 u w
a ai ao
e el eu
1 a 1w
0 ol
u ul uw
w wi wu

3.2.2. Description and Distribution of Diphthongs:

All the Hajong diphthongs do not occur in all positions. They are mostly found to
occur in word medial and final positions. So far our study shows, the occurrence of
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diphthongs in word initial position has been found less frequent as compared to those

occur in the medial position. The occurrences of diphthongs in various positions are

shown below:

Initial position:

/ai/

/ao/

/oi/

fuwt/

/ui/

lei/

/eu/

/ain/

/aina/

does not occur

/o1/

/oita/

/o1 sumuui/

does not occur

Juidinw/

fuidinkw/

/eibtai/

feite/

does not occur

‘law

‘mirror’

‘he, she’

‘that one’

‘then’

‘that day’

‘that day’

‘this way’

‘here’
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/oui/

fuu/

fia/

/iaa/

Medial position:

lai/

/ao/

/oi/

/ui/

[unywy/

does not occur

does not occur

does not occur

/baindar/

/baigon/

/daini/

/saina/

/gaonia/

/boisak"/

/koila/

/koira/

/thoila/

/bruisul/

‘mother’

‘one who plays musical instrument’

‘brinjal’

‘witch’

‘shadow’

‘singer’

‘the month of Baisakh (first

month of Bengali year’

‘bitter gourd’

‘how many’

‘sack’

‘earthquake’
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/huiswl/ ‘whistle’

/huilw/ ‘short worm, stinging hairs cause

itchiness, cured by rubbing hair on

the skin’
/puilwr/ “first’
/puisa/ ‘paisa’
/awt/ /duuur/ ‘door’
/duuat/ ‘inkpot’
/zuwr/ ‘bajra’
lei/ does not occur
/eu/ /deusi/ ‘one who kills the animal for buli
(religious rite of sacrificing)’
lia/ /bhian/ ‘morning’
/gian/ ‘knowledge’
/iw/ /kusiwr/ ‘sugarcane’
/piwz/ ‘onion’
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[ani/

wu/

Final position:

/ai/

/buuiza/

/suit/

/kwusw/

/kuuwu/

/muuww/

/aklai/

/asrai/

/barai/

/berai/

/b ayai/

/¢ai/

/danai/

/dPorp” orai/

/dai/

‘sterile’

‘sixty’

‘tortoise’

‘crow’

‘barbar’

‘to hug’

‘to beat (used for clothes)’

‘to offer’

‘to walk’

‘to break’

‘to look at, behold, observe, see’

‘to beat to death’

‘to convulse, used of spasms e.g.

before death’

‘foster mother’

117



/ao/

/oi/

/kamrai/

/Kai/

/kobai/

/zolphai/

/oktai/

/sibai/

/zai/

/dao/

/gao/

/mao/

/rao/

/tao/

/zao/

/d "oi/

/KPoi/

‘to bite’

‘to eat, drink’

‘to beat, to strike, to hit, to hammer,

also for goading animals’

‘olive’

‘to spit/vomit, foam at the mouth’

‘to chew’

‘to go’

‘chopper’

‘body’

‘mother’

‘voice’

3

yet’

‘wife of husband’s brother’

‘to wash’

‘puffed rice’
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fuwt/

/ui/

/ei/

/eu/

/moi/
/toi/
/zanyoi/
/bid"utw/
/geruw/
/guuy/
/dui/
/b"ui/
/zui/
/dei/
/nei/

/ gheu/
/teu/

/zeu/

Iz eu/

‘ladder’

3 2

you

‘daughter’s husband, son-in-law’

‘widow’

‘saffron’

‘betel nut’

‘two

‘paddy or grain field’

‘fire’

‘to give’

‘to take’

‘ghee’

‘roof’

‘life’

‘daughter’
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fia/

/iw/

Juai/

/bia/ (also /biwr/)

/gaonia/

/biw/

/duniw/

/d"uniw/

/haldiu, hildiw/

/KMuliva/

/nimuniwy/

/paniuw/

/biswi/

/¢igkhruai/

/duwrwruni/

/dwpPui/

/dithuni/

/huzwi/

‘marriage’

‘singer’

‘marriage’

‘world’

‘coriander’

‘yellow’

‘one who plays on khul- a musical

instrument’

‘neumonia’ (desease)

“liquid’

‘to ache e.g. head ache, tooth ache,

stomach ache’

‘to pinch’

‘to run’

‘to throw’

‘aunt (father's elder brother's wife

or mother's elder sister)’

‘to climb, get in’
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Juru/

3.2.3. Contrasting pairs of diphthongs:

Mot/

/muzui/

/buru/

/Taru/

/muru/

/rouu/

‘to kick’

‘to ripen’

‘elder brother’s wife, son’s wife’

‘gourd’

‘honey’

‘a kind of fish’

Above mentioned diphthong are established on the basis of minimal pairs and

where minimal pairs are not available, sub-minimal pairs are used for the purpose.

Following list is presented to show the contrasting pairs of diphthongs.

/ai/ vs /oi/

/khai/

/khoi/

/d"ai/

/doi/

‘to eat, drink, smoke, inhale’

‘pufted rice’

‘foster mother’

‘to wash’
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/ai/ vs /uii/

/barai/ ‘to offer’

/buarui/ ‘to appear’

/ao/ vs /ei/

/dao/ ‘chopper’
/dei/ ‘to give’
/nao/ ‘boat’
/net/ ‘to take’

/ao/ vs /eu/

/tao/ “fit’

/teu/ ‘yet’

/ao/ vs /uwt/

/gao/ ‘body’

/guur/ ‘betel nut’

/ui/ vs /ei/

/dui/ ‘two’
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/dei/ ‘to give’

/ui/ vs /oi/
/bbui/ ‘paddy field’
/bhoi1/ ‘fear’
/dui/ ‘two’
/do1/ ‘curd’

/eu/ vs fia/

/beu/ ‘weaving tool, traditional way to

tighten the thread before the tar was

used’
/bia/ ‘marriage’
/deu/ ‘god’
/dia/ ‘to give’
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/eu/ vs fim/

/beu/ ‘weaving tool, traditional way to

tighten the thread before the tar was

used’
/biw/ (also /bia/ ‘marriage’
/deu/ ‘god’
/diw/ ‘through’
/teu/ ‘yet’
/tiw/ ‘parrot’
/uai/ vs/wi/
/b ui/ ‘paddy or grain field’
/b wi/ ‘brother’
/gui/ ‘an iguana’
/guai/ ‘a female cow’
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3.3. Consonants:

Investigation reveals that there are twenty-five (25) consonantal phonemes in Hajong as

the following: / p, b, t, d, k, g, p", b", t*, d", k", g, m, n, n,&, s, z, 2" h, L1, w, y/.

The consonants, as a whole, include 12 stops and 13 continuants. The stops show
voiced, voiceless and aspirated, unaspirated contrast. Among the continuants, there are 3
nasals, 4 fricatives, 2 affricates, 1 trill, 1 lateral and 2 approximants. The nasals, the trill,
the lateral and the approximants are all voiced and the affricate is voiceless whereas the
fricatives show voiced and voiceless. Place of articulation can be divided into bilabial,

labio-dental, alveolar, palatal, velar and glottal.

3.3.1. Consonant chart: The consonant phonemes are presented below with a chart.

125



Hajong Consonant chart

Bilabial Alveolar | Palatal Velar Glottal
VL VD | VL VD | VL VD | VL VD | VL VD
Unasp p b t d k g
Stops
Asp ph B h 4 K o
Unasp ¢ z
Affricates 7'
asp
Fricative S I h
Nasal m n )
Lateral 1
Trill r
Semi w y
Vowel
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3.3.2. Description of consonants:

/p/

/p"/

/b/

/bh

It/

/iy

/d/

/dhy

/k/

/Kby

g/

/g"/

/m/

m/

voiceless unaspirated bilabial stop

voiceless aspirated bilabial stop

voiced unaspirated bilabial stop

voiced aspirated bilabial stop

voiceless unaspirated alveolar stop

voiceless aspirated alveolar stop

voiced unaspirated alveolar stop

voiced aspirated alveolar stop

voiceless unaspirated velar stop

voiceless aspirated velar stop

voiced unaspirated velar stop

voiced aspirated velar stop

voiced bilabial nasal

voiced alveolar nasal
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y/ voiced velar nasal

/z/ voiced alveo-palatal unaspirated affricate

/2" voiced alveo-palatal aspirated affricate

/¢/ voiceless unaspirated alveo-palatal affricate

/s/ voiceless alveolar fricative
/f/ voiceless palatal fricative
/h/ voiceless glottal fricative
N voiced alveolar lateral

It/ voiced alveolar trill

/w/ voiced bilabial semi-vowel
Iyl voiced palatal semi- vowel

3.3.3. Distribution of consonants:

In Hajong, all the consonantal phonemes do not occur in all the positions. The
phonemes /ph, b, b t" d, d" k", g, gh, s, ¢, z, h, 1, w/ do not occur in the final position. On
the other hand, the phonemes / 1, y/ do not occur in initial position. All the phonemes

except /b", g/ occur in the medial position.
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The following set of data is prepared on the basis of our investigation which

shows the Hajong consonant phonemes in their different positions.

/p/ Word-Initial

/pathin/

/pas/

/pase/

/palta/

/pata/

/pepa/

/pithw/

/porsat/

/pona/

/pusu/

/p/ Word-Medial/

/bapzada/

/Capa/

‘Pathin, homespun dress of the

Hajong women’

‘back’

‘after that’

‘rightside up’

‘leaf, page’

‘horn, flute’

“fritter, fried sweet made of rice flour

and often coconut’

‘food offered to idols’

‘adoption’

‘animals’

forefathers

‘cheek’
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/dingpora/ ‘rice cooked in bamboo’

/dPopra/ ‘ready to ripen’

/hakpat/ ‘vegetable’

/hapal/ ‘child’

/hatpet/ ‘forearm’

/nawrapata/ ‘nawra leaf, medicinal and good to

eat, barks can be used for jaundice’

/tapa/ ‘fish curry with soda’

/p/Word-Final

/ap/ ‘cloud’

/bap/ ‘father (used for another's father)’
/pap/ ‘sin’

/sap/ ‘snake’

/ubhisap/ ‘curse’

/wap/ ‘wild cat’

/zhap/ ‘jungle, bush’
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/p"/ Word-Initial:
/p"ara/
/p"ake/
/p"okra/
/pPol/

/p"ukuur/

/p"ul/

/p"ulw/
/p"/ Word-Medial

Jatap”ol/

/dorp"orai/

/tusp”ol/
Juphis/
Jusp"us/

/petp"ulw/

b

‘torn

‘side’

‘hooligan, deceiver’

“fruit, generic term’

‘spring, water that comes up from

the ground’

‘flower’

‘swelling, inflamation’

‘custard apple’

‘to convulse, used of spasms e.g.

before death’

‘mulberry’

‘office’

‘uneasy feelings’

‘flatulence’
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/p"/ Word-Final
/boropt/
/zirap"/

/b/Word-Initial
/bahi/

/bid"wn/

/bia, biw/

/biswi/

/basuli/
/bat/

/bowa/

/buli/

ice

‘ziraffe’

‘bamboo flute used for puja’

‘seedling, collected to plant rice for

the next year’

‘marriage’

‘to ache e.g. head ache, tooth ache,

stomach ache’

‘paralyses

‘allergy’

‘weaving net, a string net covered

with plastic used for weaving’

‘sacrificing for God (decapitation
from the back of the neck, head and
blood are sacrificed, usually goats,

ducks etc.)’
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/b/ Word-Medial
/asirbad/
/baba/
/dombol/
/leba/
/tabis/
/tulibu/

/b/ Word-Final

/b"/ Word-Initial
/6" wi/
/bhay/
/bPalukzor/
/b"okdat/

/bPoskai/

/bMian/

‘blessing’

‘dad, to address own father’

‘gland, tumor’

‘powdered rice curry’

‘amulet, talisman’

‘Nift’

does not occur

‘younger brother’
‘to 2
‘malaria’

‘molar’

‘to prick/pierce with a needle, to
push something out with a needle’

‘morning’

133



/b" Word-Medial

/dob"aza/

/patbar/

/silb"ar/

‘fried rice grain, chira that has been

refried’

‘plant’

‘bronze’

/b" Word-Final- Occurance of this phoneme is very rare.

/labh/

/t/ Word-Initial

/tat/

tiyw/

/titwal/

/tol/

/tokda/

/tuli/

/tusphol/

‘profit’

‘handloom’

‘parrot’

‘tamarind’

‘below’

‘anesthetic, a body part falling

asleep’

‘to lift, pull up, pick up, carry (for
rising children, plants, objects,
crossing legs)’

‘mulberry’
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/t/ Word-Medial

/atok/ ‘cut off, separated, isolated by the
community e.g. for marrying across

racial lines’

/Capta/ ‘flat’
/itw/ ‘brick’
/katabazu/ ‘armband, traditional upper arm band

worn by bride’

/sutw/ ‘thread’

/t/ Word-Final

/bhat/ ‘cooked rice’
/dat/ ‘tooth’
/hat/ ‘market’
/not/ ‘nose ring’
/usut/ ‘medicine taken internally’

/t"/ Word-Initial

/thaka/ ‘branch of a tree’

/thame/ ‘to land, stop, e.g. boats, birds’
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/thanda/

/then/

/thotla/

/t"/ Word-Medial

/anthi/

/builwpathar/

/banthi/

/buthi/

/bawkunthi/

/soltha/

/metha/

/pithu/

/zothor/

/t"/ Word-Final

lath/

‘cold’
Lleg’

‘stutterer, who has a speech

impediment/difficulty’

‘ring (on finger)’
‘desert’

‘bracelet, metal bracelet or fetters put

around the wrists or ankles’

‘to roll’

‘whirlwind’

‘long thread’

‘ug1y9

“fritter, fried sweet made of rice flour

and often coconut’

‘spinning wheel

‘eight’
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Nuwt®/

/d/ Word-Initial

/des/

/delpa/

/dig/

/dobhaza/

/dol/

/d/ Word-Medial

/badri/

/bandor/

/bogda/

/genda/

/hidul/

/hindul/

‘kick’

‘country’

‘dented, e.g. frying pan’

‘length’

‘fried rice grain, chira that has been

refried’

‘a group of people’

‘bat’

‘monkey’

‘not sharp’

‘male infant, used to address one’s

own son’

‘dry fish with yam leaf added’

‘large tree, fruit used for cloth
similar to cotton, it has red flowers,

thick petals’
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/kanda/

/d/ Word-Final

/asirbad/

/mod/

/moszid/

/s1d/

/d"/ Word-Initial

/dhar/

/d"emna/

/d"ol/

/d"ola/

/dPum/

/dPupuul/

/d" Word-Medial

Jad"a/

/bid"wn/

‘near’

‘blessing’

‘wine’

‘mosque’

‘whole bunch of rice’

‘sharp’

‘boil or rash that is not itchy’

‘flood’

‘white’

‘addiction, infatuation, mania’

‘windstorm’

‘half’

‘seedling, collected to plant rice for

the next year’
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/gad"a/
/gond"ar/
/kbukrid"onda/
/d"/ Word-Final
/k/ Word-Initial
/kaka/
/kamar/
/kamla/
/kapur/
/kirumni/
/kon/
/kola/
/kopat/
/kotal/

/kukul/

‘donkey’

‘thino’

‘window’

does not occur

‘uncle, father's younger brother’

‘blacksmith’

‘servant’

‘cloth, garment, clothing’

‘clerk’

‘tell’

‘generic name for all bananas’

‘door panel’

‘cymbals’

‘dog, the generic term’
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/k/ Word-Medial

/akon/ ‘medicinal plant, leaf is used as

medicine for curing pains’

/bakra/ ‘barren field, playground’
/bPalukzor/ ‘malaria’

/dakra/ ‘messenger’

/penkata/ ‘safety pin’

/zolka/ ‘dull’

/k/ Word-Final

/battik/ ‘ripe, ready to gather or pluck’
/bebak/ ‘every’

/bhak/ ‘division, chapter’

/bPaluk/ ‘bear’

/€abuk/ ‘whip’

/€orok/ ‘thunder’

/khatak/ ‘short’

/mek/ ‘rain’

140



/suk/
/zonak/
/k"/ Word-Initial

/kham/
/kPolpa/
/k"on/
/k"oran/
/khul/

/khunzuni/

/khuri/

/K"/ Word-Medial
/Corkha/
/&inkbrui/
/mak"u/

/pak"a/

/nolk"agri/

‘happiness’

‘moonlight’

‘post, pillar for building houses’

‘bamboo frame’

‘hole’

‘dry season, drought’

‘drum’

‘small leather drum like a

tambourine but with no bells’

‘firewood, wood for burning’

‘spinning wheel’

‘to pinch’

‘shuttle, used for weaving’

‘feather, fur e.g. cat, rabbit and

human body hair’

‘reed grows in water’
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/k"/ Word-Final does not occur

/g/ Word-Initial

/guui/ ‘cow’

/geza/ ‘sprout, before germination’
/gili/ ‘to gulp, swallow’

/giri/ ‘author’

/gom/ ‘wheat’

/guru/ ‘teacher’

/gurumas/ ‘powdered mixture of fish’

/g/ Word-Medial

/borgas/ ‘banyan’

/bPogoban/ ‘god’

/bhotbugri/ ‘berry, white when ripe’
/hagol/ ‘goat’

/sigri/ ‘quick, at once’
/zongol/ ‘forest, jungle’
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/g/ Word-Final
/ag/

/bag/

/dig/
/meg/

/g"/ Word-Initial
/ghas/
/ghwm/
/ghurmuusi/
/ghangra/
/ghar/
/ghawa/
/ghes/
/g"wi/
/ghor/

/g"ora/

‘front’

‘anklet, traditional anklet worn by

bride’

‘length’

‘rain’

‘grasses

‘sweat’

‘heat rash’

‘phlegm’

‘shoulder’

‘wound’

‘hump of a bull or camel’

‘main’

‘house’

‘horse’
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/ghughu/

/g"/ Word-Medial
/gulighor/
/pak-ghuri/

/g"/ Word-Final

/s/ Word-Initial
/salzawa/
/sek/
/sorol/
/soman/
/surdi/

/s/ Word-Medial
/kusto/
/moska/
/pPesra/

/s/ Word-Final

/bas, banos/

‘dove’

‘cowshed’

‘to go around in circles’

does not occur

‘bruise’

‘hot poultice to relieve pain’

‘simple, easy’

‘equal, even’

‘cold’

‘leprosy’

‘break, a dislocated bone’

‘chicken pox’

‘bamboo’
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/gas/

/kubiras/

/tabis/

/z/ Word-Initial

/zanla/

/zoyal/

/zanoi/

/zor/

/zai/

/zate/

/zibon/

/zuntu/

[zuumrw/

/z/ Word-Medial

lazo/

/bMuzi/

/bazar/

‘tree’

‘shaman, a medicine man’

‘amulet, talisman’

‘bamboo support for vines’

‘yoke, for oxen’

‘son-in-law, groom’

‘fever’

‘to go’

‘to run over, press’

‘life’

‘animals, generic term’

‘grapefruit, pomello’

‘grandfather’

‘sister-in-law, elder brother's wife’

‘market’
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/dobtaza/ ‘fried rice grain’

/geza/ ‘sprout, before germination’
/hazar/ ‘thousand’

/kPozon/ ‘short fleshy drumstick’
/kPizur/ ‘date’

/muzuri/ ‘to ripen’

/z/ Word-Final

/bwz/ ‘music’
/raz/ ‘iron comb’
/somaz/ ‘society’

/z"/ Word-Initial

/zMyw/ ‘a kind of vegetable, like snake
gourd’

/z "eu/ ‘daughter’

/Z"uri/ ‘cymbal’

/zhapi/ ‘zapi, a cultural symbol of the
Assamese’

/z"orna/ ‘stream’
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/zhora/ ‘stream’

/7"/ Word-Medial does not occur

/2" Word-Final does not occur

/h/ Word-Initial

/hakim/ ‘judge’

/hawri/ ‘helper, labourer with no wage’

/hagna/ ‘dysentery’

/ham/ ‘small pox’

/hilipora/ ‘tumeric charm, a necklace worn to
cure jaundice’

/hijabare/ ‘rabbit’

/hupuni/ ‘asthma’

/horol/ ‘a kind of dal’

/huisul/ ‘whistle, horn’

/hurin/ ‘deer with horns’

/h/ Word-Medial

/baha/ ‘nest’
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/dohandi/ ‘relationship of husband's elder

brother to wife's elder brother’

/kahol/ ‘jackfruit’
/mahi/ ‘aunt, mother's younger sister’
/pahar/ ‘mountain’
/ruhun/ ‘garlic’
/h/ Word-Final does not occurr

/¢/ Word-Initial

/&a/ ‘tea’

/eal/ ‘roof’

/€ali/ ‘verandah’

/Can/ ‘moon’

/Cara/ ‘sapling, for plants, trees’
/Cathal/ ‘courtyard’

/€ondon/ ‘sandalwood’

/€orek/ ‘hen’

/Ean/ ‘granary, barn’
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/Cwl/

/&wur/

/¢/ Word-Medial

/binicwl/

/bhingi/

/teléora/

/¢oncol/

/¢/ Word-Final

/bakodé/

/kakoé/

/f/ Word-Initial

/fanti/

/fin/

/forek/

/f/ Word-Medial

/ofant1/

‘rice grain, uncooked rice’

‘four’

‘sticky rice grain’

‘brother-in-law, elder sister's

husband’

‘cockroach’

‘restless’

‘box’

‘paper’

‘peace’

‘horn’

‘to go away’

‘peaceless’
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/f/ Word-Final

/akaf/

/baf/

/m/ Word-Initial

/manek/

/madar/

/mana kusu/

/mithwr alu/

/motor/

/mudtuprol/

/m/ Word-Medial

/bemar/

[kumrw/

/gurtumas/

/m/ Word-Final

/am/

2

‘sky

‘bamboo’

‘to obey’

‘tree, with small, red flowers, wood
1s used to make toy car wheels’
‘big wild yam’

‘sweet potato’

pea

‘papaya’

‘illnesses’

‘gourd’

‘powdered mixture of fish’

‘mango’
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/bom/

/gom/

/n/ Word-Initial

/naru/

/nir/

/noy/

/mnarkul/

/n/ Word-Medial

/ad™unik/

/andar/

/sona/

/zonak/

/n/ Word-Final

/K"oran/

/gon/

/mon/

‘bud especially leaf, blade of

grasses’

‘wheat’

‘crispy rice ball’

‘dew’

‘nine’

‘ripe coconut’

‘modern’

‘dark’

‘gold’

‘moonlight’

‘dry season, drought’

‘common people’

‘equal to 40 kg’
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/zan/

/m/Word-Initial

/n/Word-Medial

/ansa/

/boyso/

/pona/

/n/Word Final

/dhay/

/gay/

/hurin/

/kadan/

/zoy/

/I/Word-Initial

/labra/

/leba/

/letrabbat/

/lewa/

‘stream’

does not occur

‘liver’

‘ancestor, kin’

‘adoption’

‘gong7

‘river’

‘deer with horns’

‘mud’

‘pointed’

‘mixed veg curry’

‘powdered rice curry’

‘sticky rice, boiled’

‘climber, creeper, vine’
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/lore/ ‘shake’

/I/'Word-Medial

/bela/ ‘sun’

/bolla/ ‘wasp’

/bilki/ ‘magic’

/guadlu/ ‘cloudy, rain clouds’
/telka/ ‘cold’

/I/Word-Final

/ataprol/ ‘custard apple’

/bel/ ‘wood apple’

/¢ul/ ‘rice grain, uncooked rice’
/hiwl/ ‘jackal’

/mol/ ‘flower of fruit bearing plants’

/r/Word-Initial

/ramdhunu/ ‘rainbow’
/rot/ ‘sunshine, the sun's heat’
/rokto/ ‘blood’
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/rowa/ ‘rice seedling’

/rut1/ ‘bread’

/rupur/ ‘silver’

/r/Word-Medial

/Corta/ ‘wise, clever’

/dara/ ‘peak, roof support’

/dakra/ ‘messenger’

/dorza/ ‘door’

/giri/ ‘author’

/guru/ ‘teacher’

/kirumi/ ‘clerk’

/mistri/ ‘carpenter’

/nolkharu/ ‘anklet, traditional anklet worn by
bride’

/sonaru/ ‘goldsmith’

/r/ Word-Final

/bakhar/ ‘many, more’
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/buidwr/ ‘nomad’

/duwuur/ ‘door’

/daktor/ ‘doctor’

/dhar/ ‘sharp’

/ghar/ ‘shoulder’

/kapur/ ‘cloth, garment, clothing’
/methor/ ‘sweeper’

/uphur/ ‘up’

/zor/ ‘fever’

/zothor/ ‘spinning wheel’

/w/ Word-Initial

/wap/ ‘wild cat’

/w/ Word-Medial

/lewa/ ‘climber, creeper, vine’

/powa/ ‘one quarter, used for kilos/litres’
/rowa/ ‘rice seedling’

/sawa/ ‘male infant’
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/w/ Word-Final
/o aw/
/raw/

/y/ Word-Initial

/y/ Word-Medial
/ayuzon/
/biya/
/proyuzon/

/y/ Word-Final
/bay/
/noy/

/soy/

3.3.4. Contrasting pairs of consonants:

‘right’

‘voice’

does not occur

‘arrangement’

‘marriage’

‘need’

These consonantal sounds are established on the basis of minimal pairs and where

minimal pairs are not available, sub-minimal pairs are used for the purpose. Contrasting

pairs of consonants are presented in following list:
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/p/ vs /b/

/pase/

/base/

/pare/

/bare/

/pas/

/bas/

/pap/

/bap/

/pat/

/bat/

‘after that’

‘searching’

‘to pluck (used for fruit)’

‘to serve food’

‘back’

‘bamboo’

Sin

‘father, for another's father’

‘leaf’

‘allergy’
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It/ vs /d/

/tonke/

/donke/

/tari/

/dari/

K/ vs g/

/kasa/

/gasa/

/kan/

/gan/

/kan/

/pan/

‘mostly’

‘humorously’

‘mountain’

‘whiskers, beard or whiskers like on

a cat’

‘raw unripe’

‘lamp’

ear’

‘song’

ear’

‘betel leaf’
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Ip/ vs /b"/

/pat/ ‘leaf’

/bat/ ‘cooked rice’

/pokpoka/ ‘loose, soft’

/brokbroka/ “fully ripe’

/pore/ ‘to fall down’

/brore/ ‘to fill up’
/p" vs /b"/

/p"ot/ ‘boils’

/b"ot/ ‘wild berry’

/phara/ ‘torn’

/bhara/ ‘rent, fare’
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/phul/
/bbul/

Ip/ vs Ip"/
/para/
/pPara/

/b/ vs /b"/
/bui/

/bhwi/

/bera/

/bhera/
It vs 1t

/ata/

Jat"a/

/gata/

/gatha/

‘flower’

‘mistake’

‘village, locality’

b

‘torn

‘elder sister’

b

‘younger brother

‘wall’

‘lamb’

‘hole’

‘to sew’
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/taka/

/taka/

/tana/

/thana/
/k/ vs /K"

/koy/

/k"on/

/kata/

/Krata/

/kam/

/k "am/
Ig/ vs Ig"/

/gui/

/ghwi/

‘rupee’

‘branch, one of a cluster’

“to pull’

‘police station’

‘tell’

‘hole’

‘to cut’

‘short’

‘work’

‘post/pillar for building houses’

cow

‘main’
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/gas/

/g"as/
/d/ vs 1d"

/dol/

/ d%l/

/dan/

/d"an/
/m/ vs /n/

/kam/

/kan/

/morek/

/morek/

/mum/

/muwmn/

‘tree’

‘grasses’

‘a group of people’

‘floods’

‘gift’

‘paddy’

‘work’

car

‘to die’

‘to move away’

‘food, boiled rice’

‘people’

162



/m/ vs I/

/€an/ ‘moon’

/Cay/ ‘bamboo bed’

/dPhan/ ‘paddy’

/dhan/ ‘gong’

/sunwy/ ‘hear’

/sunu/ ‘smell’

/zon/ ‘person, to mean an individual’

/zoy/ ‘pointed’
/m/ vs /y/

/kom/ ‘less’

/koy/ ‘to tell’
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/rom/ ‘a kind of wine’

/ron/ ‘color’

/m/ vs /m/ vs /y/
/zom/ ‘god of death’
/zon/ ‘person, to mean an individual’
/zoy/ ‘pointed’

/s/ vs /h/
/sorol/ ‘simple, easy’
/horol/ ‘a kind of dal’
/sal/ ‘skin’
/hal/ ‘ploughing’
/sar/ ‘teacher’
/har/ ‘fertilizer’
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/s/ vs /z/

/bis1/

/bizi/

/punsi/

/punzi/

N vs Ir/

/bel/

/ber/

/sagol/

/sagor/

/¢wl/

/&wur/

‘seed’

‘needle’

‘to arrive, reach’

‘capital money’

‘wood apple’

‘wall, fence’

‘goat’

S€a

‘rice grain, uncooked rice’

‘four’
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Iwl vs Iyl

/ baw/ ‘right’
/bay/ ‘to’
/sawa/ ‘child’
/saya/ ‘shadow’

3.3.5. Consonant combinations:

Consonant combinations may be classified into three categories, viz, (1) consonant
cluster (i1) consonant sequences and (111) geminates. Consonant cluster means
combination of more than one consonant occurring together within a single syllable,
while consonant sequence means combination of more than one consonant occurring
between syllables and geminate means combination of two same consonant phonemes in

a word. Following are the examples:

3.3.5.1. Initial two consonant clusters:

Initial consonant clusters are not found in an abundant number in Hajong
language. In the initial clusters, the first member can be /p, b, t, k, g, s,/ while other
consonants viz. liquids /1, r/, and stop /t/ occupy the positons as the second member of the

clusters. The chart presented below will elucidate the above fact.
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Chart of Initial two consonant cluster

First member Second Member
t r 1
p - + -
b - + +
t - + .
d - + i
k - + )
g - + -
S + + +

Stop + liquid:
/pr-/  /prithibi/ ‘world’
/probtu/ ‘master, lord’
/proyuzon/ ‘need’
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/br-/  /bristibar/ ‘Thursday’

/brindo/ ‘all, to mean more than one’
*/braf/ ‘brush’
*/breik/ ‘brake of car, bike etc’
/bl-/  */bluauz/ ‘blouse’
*/bled/ ‘blade’
/tr-/  Jtriful/ ‘trishul- trident’
*/trein/ ‘train’
/dr-/ */drum/ ‘drum’
*/dres/ ‘dress’
/kr-/  /kranti/ ‘revolution’
/kristno/ ‘Lord/ God’
/gr-/  /grohon/ ‘eclipse’
/grahok/ ‘consumer’

* English loan words used as everyday Hajong words
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Fricative + liquid:

Isl-/  */slet/ ‘slate’
*/slim/ ‘smooth’

/sr-/  /srini/ ‘class’
/srota/ ‘listener’

Fricative + stop:

/st-/  */steson/ ‘station’
*/student/ ‘student’
*/stail/ ‘style’
*/stok/ ‘stock’

3.3.5.2. Medial two consonant clusters:

The language has medial two consonant clusters and the various combinatotory
possibilities are presented below with a chart and examples. However, the occurrences of
these clusters are very few. In the medial consonant clusters, the first member can be / b,
t, d, kb, g, s,/ while other consonants viz. liquids /1, r/ occupy the positon as the second

member of the clusters.

*English loan words used as words everyday Hajong
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Chart of Medial two consonant cluster

First member Second Member
r 1
b + -
t + -
d + -
kb + -
g + +
s + -
Voiced obstruent + liquid
/-br-/ /he-bre/ ‘rabbit’

Voiceless obstruent + liquid

/-tr-/ /do-tra/
/-dr-/ /ba-dri/
/ban-dra/

/bru-drurburw/

‘musical instrument’

‘bat’

‘naughty’

‘cattail’
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/Eon-dro/ ‘moon’

/pon-dro/ ‘fifteen’
/-K"r-/ /€in-khruri/ ‘to pinch’
/-gr-/ /he-gra/ ‘rebel, stubborn person/
animal’
/ho-gra/ ‘antelope’
/mo-gra/ ‘boasting’
/-gl-/ /a-ma-glu/ ‘we’
/koto-glu/ ‘how many?’
/u-glu/ ‘they’

Fricative/Affricate + liquid:

/-sr-/ /a-srai/ ‘beat to death’

3.3.5.3. Final Two Consonant clusters:

A small number of two consonant clusters occur in the final position of a
word in Hajong. Most of the consonants which occur in the final cluster do not
occur in the word initial position. Interestingly, most of the words, where the final
clusters occur are the loan word from English. At the same time, it is also seen

that the final cluster is found only in the speech of educated persons whereas there
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1s a case of final consonant cluster deletion when the same words are used by the
uneducated native speakers. The possible combinations of final two consonant

clusters are indicated in the chart below.

Chart of Final two consonant cluster

First member Second Member

t d S m
n + + + -
S + - - -
1 - + + +

The following are the examples of words having final consonant cluster.

/-nt/
/eksident/ ‘accident’
/grant/ ‘grant’
/karent/ ‘light’
/siment/ ‘cement’
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/-nd/
/bodolend/
/nagalend/
/phand/
/-ns/
/edbPans/
/€ans/
/depPens/
/saens/
/-st/
/rest/
/post/
/-lm/
/p"ilm/

3.3.5.4. Consonant sequence:

‘Bodolannd’

‘Nagaland’

‘fund’

‘advance’

‘chance’

‘defence’

‘science’

‘rest’

‘pillar’

“film’

As per investigation, consonant sequences in Hajong are found in various

forms as diccussed below.
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3.3.5.4.1. Two Consonant Sequences:

Two consonant sequences are found in abundant numbers in the Hajong

language. The most possible combinations of these sequences are indicated by the

following chart.
Ist member 2nd member
pt (t,g" zs,1r,)
p" + (n)
b+ (d,Lr)
t+ (p, p" b, b, k, kM, gl s, m, n, 1, r)
th+ (D
d+ (b,g,n,1,1)
dh+ (k)
k+ (p, b, t,th, d, d" gh, z,s,n, 1, 1)
kh+ (L 1)
g+ (d,n, L, 1)
gt (n)
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z+

s+

m+

n+

nt

1+

r+

Stop+Stop:

[-p+ t-/
/Cap-ta/
/Cap-talap-ta/
/ogodep-ta/
/zap-te/

/-p+ gh-/

/ghup-ghupu/

(n, 1)

(p’ ph7 t’ k’ kh, g’ m’ n’ 1’ r)

(p, b, d", k,k" s, n, 1, 1)

(b, t,th,d,d™ ¢, 7,8, 1, 1)

(pa pha ta tha k: kha g9 z,S, ha lvr)

(p> pha ba bha ta tha da ka kha g, éa z, Zha S, m, Il)

(pa pha ba bha ta da ka kha ga z, s, 1m, n)

‘flat’

‘misshapen, flat things)

‘devil’

‘until, up to’

‘deep darkness’
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/-b+d-/

/ab-dar/ ‘appeal, request’

/deb-daru/ ‘a kind of ornamental tree’
/-k+ b-/

/mek-batas/ ‘storm’
/-k+ g"-/

/pak-ghuri/ ‘to go around in circles’
/-k + p-/

/¢uk-pani/ ‘tears’

/€uk-pakha/ ‘eye lash’

/Cuk-pata/ ‘eyelid’

/duk-pawa/ ‘wounded’

/muk-pat/ ‘face’

/pek-peka/ ‘sticky’
[-k+ t-/

/bPuk-ti/ ‘honor’

/dak-tor/ ‘doctor’
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/hak-t1/ ‘meat’

/rok-to/ ‘blood’
/sok-to/ ‘stern, hard texture’
/ok-tai/ ‘to vomit’
/tok-ta/ ‘lumber’
Ik +t"-/
/ sik-thu/ ‘rubbery’
/uk-thwpak-tha/ ‘opposite, wrong side’
/-k+ d-/
/ak-dat/ ‘incisor’
/bebak-digi/ ‘everywhere’
/b"ok-dat/ ‘molar’
/tok-da/ ‘anesthetic’
/-k +db-/
/ nak-dronda/ ‘nostril’
/-g+ d-/
/bog-da/ ‘not sharp’

177



/-t +b-/
/bat-bis/
/b"ot-bugri/
/-t +b"-/
/ pat-b"ar/
/-t+ p-/
/hat-pet/
/- t+ ph-/
/ pet-ptulu/
/-t+ K-/
/hot-ketetew/
/kot-kota/

/let-ku/

/sit-kupoka/
/sit-kari/

/sut-kes/

‘arthritis’

‘berry’

‘plant’

‘forearm’

‘flatulence’

‘a kind of bird’

‘brittle, crisp like new’

‘a kind of edible fruit (tastes
a mixture of a bit sour and

sweet)’

‘flea, a jumping insect’

‘a bolt’

‘suitcase’
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/-t +Kkb-/

/hat-khola/

/-t +gh-/

/g hut-g hutw/

/-d+g-/

/bPud-gurw/

/- d+b-/
/bu d-bar/
[-db+k/

/dudh-kuci/

Stop+Nasal:

/ph+n/

/daph-na/
/t+m/

/hat-makha/
/-t+n-/

/Cat-ni/

/hut-ni/

‘market place’

‘dark, extreme black’

‘cream of rice’

‘Wednesday’

‘snake gourd’

‘shoulder’

“fist’

‘chutney’

‘co-wife’
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/d+n/

/sad-nw/

/-k+n-/
/buk-ni/
/€ik-nury/
/kek-na/
/drak-na/
/-k" +n-/
/ba k"-nawa/
/g+n/
/bug-nw/
/bhag-na/
/bPuug-nw/
/hag-na/
/zog-nath/

Stop + fricative/ affricate:

[-pts-/
/ Cap-si/
[-ptz-/
/bap-zada/
[-t+s-/

/éikit-sa/

‘vomit’

‘Juicy’
‘tasty’
ant

‘lid’

‘admired, praised’

‘cooking pot’

‘river fish, 1 % inches wide’

‘nephew’

‘dysentery’

‘pumpkin’

‘talkative’

‘forefathers’

‘checkup’
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[-k+s-/

/buk-suli/

/bhak-samas/
/dik-s1/

/nak-si/

/pPok-sa/

/phak-suli/

/uk-sw/
/-k+z-/

/braluk-zor/

Stop + liquid:

[-p+1-/

/tap-lw/
[-ptr-/

/dPop-ra/
/-b+1-/

/gab-la/
/-b+r-/

/lab-ra/

/deb-ra/

‘shirt, ageneric term for
clothing’

‘dry fish’

‘cooking pot’

‘cattle ring, put in the nose of
an ox/cow to control it’
‘lungs’

‘armpit’

‘tall, high’

‘malaria’

‘buttock, lap’

‘ready to ripen’

‘mixing bow!’

‘mixed veg curry’

‘left’
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[-t+1-/

[-t+r-/

/-th+1-/

[-d+l/

[-d+r-/

/kit-l1i/
/git-lu/
/ghot-lai/
/pat-la/
/put-lur/

/thot-la/

/bawsit-rw/
/dhut-ra/
/ket-ra/
/set-ra/
/let-rabtat/

/bhot-ra/

/pith-1i/

/bhid-11/

/khud-ri/

/¢ad-ra/

‘kettle’

‘singers’

‘to stir/shake’

‘thin, light (not heavy)’
‘carved idol, doll’

‘stutterer’

‘slanted (rain)’
‘thorn apple’
‘eye mucus’
‘plenty’
‘sticky rice’

‘dull, blunt, not sharp’

‘rice flour, powdered rice’

‘bad smelling creeper’

‘apportioned, small portion’

‘fat man’



/-k+1-/

/bak-la/ ‘tree bark’
/Cak-la/ ‘part, division’
/hak-le/ ‘early’
/tok-le/ ‘wild berry’
[-k+r-/
/ak-ra/ ‘hook, for hanging towels’
/kuk-rikana/ ‘night blindness’
/ktuk-r1/ ‘a curved dagger’
/ktuk-rid"onda/ ‘window’
/bak-ra/ ‘barren field, playground’
/pPok-ra/ ‘hooligan, deceiver’
/ik-rar/ ‘root’
/mak-ra/ ‘spider’
/kak-ra/ ‘crab’
/tok-ra/ ‘gourd container for storing

salt, dried meats’
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/dok-ron/

/-kbv+1-/

/ak"-la/
Jak™lig"or/
/Cuk-lw/
/puak-lur/

/zokh-1a/

/ghog-labey/

/dig-lwy/

/bag-rum/

/bug-ri/

/hag-ra/

/nag-ra/

/nolkrag-r1/

/og-run/

‘scream, shout, call of an

animal e.g. rooster’

‘clay’

‘kitchen’

‘paralyzed (whole body)’

‘buttock’

‘bamboo ladder’

‘toad’

‘long, tall’

‘a kind of piegon’

‘berry’

‘thum cultivation’

‘announcement drum’

‘reed, grows in water’

‘a kind of dress worn by women’
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/sig-ret/ ‘cigerate’

Liquid + stop/nasal/fricative/affricate

[-1+p-/
/batul-pithu/ ‘steamed fritter coated with powdered rice’
/dPol-pohor/ ‘dawn’
/kPol-pa/ ‘bamboo frame’
/tol-pet/ ‘abdomen’
/zul-p1/ “fish trap’
[-H+p"-/
/dol-phin/ ‘dolphin’
/sul-phithw/ ‘ribbon, hairbow’
/-14+b-/
/monol-bar/ ‘Tuesday’
/1+b"-/
/sil-brar/ ‘bronze’
[-1+t-/
/bal-ti/ ‘bucket’
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/pal-ta/ ‘rightside up’

/kPol-tai/ ‘to pronounce’
/ul-twr/ ‘opposite, upside down’
[-1+th-/
/kol-thur/ ‘heart of a plantain tree’
/sol-tha/ ‘long thread’
[-1+d-/
/dul-duli/ ‘quicksand’
/hil-di/ ‘turmeric’
/hil-dw/ ‘yellow’
/kal-dat/ ‘canine’
[-1+Kk-/
/bPil-ki/ ‘magic’
/gul-kibatas/ ‘cyclone’
/kel-kusi/ ‘armpit’
/kwl-kuw/ ‘yesterday or tomorrow’
/petel-kana/ ‘halfboiled, used for rice only’
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/-1+kh-/

[-1+g-/

/-1+m-/

/tel-ka/

/twal-kw/

/¢wl-kumrwy/

/zol-ka/

/nol-khagri/

/mol-kharu/

/kPul-kMhulipoka/

/ al-ga/

/al-goseya/

/dwl-gota/

/gul-muris/

/kortal-mas/

‘cold’

‘palate’

‘white gourd’

‘dull’

‘reed, grows in water’

‘anklet, traditional anklet

worn by bride’

“fruit fly’

‘separate’

‘careful, more than careful’

‘nose ring, nose ornament’

‘black pepper’

‘pangolin, scaly anteater’
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/-1+n-/

/zal-na/

[-1+¢-/

/¢wl-Cura/

/¢ol-Cola/

[-1+s-/

/bel-sa/

/dal-sin1/

/khul-s1/

/khol-sa/

/tul-si/

[-1+z-/

/kul-zw/

/sal-zawa/

[-I4Z"-/

/zhol-zhola/

/-r+p-/

‘window’

‘house sparrow’

‘crystel clear’

‘shovel’

‘cinnamon’

3

pot’

‘a kind of small fish’

‘basil’

‘heart’

‘bruises’

‘watery (curry)’
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/her-pai/

[-r+ph-/

/borp"i/

/phor-ptora/

/-r+b-/

/asir-bad/

/Cor-bazar/

/dor-barkhana/

/por-bo/

/sor-bot/

/-r+bh-/

/gor-broboti/

/zor-brana/

[-r+t-/

/bhitur-te/

/bhor-ta/

‘to peel’

‘a kind of sweets’

‘clean white, extremely

white’

‘blessing’

‘black market’

‘assembly hall’

‘festival, generic word’

‘cold drink’

‘pregnant’

‘eyebrow’

‘among, within’

‘mashed eatables with a

pinch of salt and mustard oil’
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/hor-tal/ ‘a kind of piegon’

/mur-ti/ ‘idol’
/sor-ta/ ‘wise, clever, cunning’
/kor-talmas/ ‘pangolin, scaly ant eater’
[-r+d-/
/sur-di/ ‘cold’
/hur-duw/ ‘rebel’
/-r+k-/
/kir-kun/ ‘elbow’
/kbir-ki/ ‘window’
/kor-kora/ ‘strong, hard, tight, crisp’
/nar-kul/ ‘ripe coconut’
/per-kok/ ‘brown bird, size of a crow’
/swr-kani/ ‘square’
/tar-kata/ ‘nail’
/-r+kh-/
/Cor-kha/ ‘spinning wheel’
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/Cor-khela/ ‘festival dance during the

month of Kartika (October)’

/dorbar-khana/ ‘assembly hall’
[-r+g-/
/bor-gas/ ‘banyan tree’
/bor-giri/ ‘brother-in-law’
/gur-gurwini/ ‘thunder’
/hur-gun/ ‘vulture’
/kPor-go/ ‘rhino horn’
[-r+m-/
/am-ra/ ‘hogplum’
/b"or-mon/ ‘travel’
/dar-ma/ ‘rash’
/¢or-maga/ ‘festival begging during
sorkhela festival’
/mor-mora/ ‘crispy’
/saper-mui/ ‘salamander’
/tor-muz/ ‘water melon’
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/-r+n-/

[-r+s-/

[-r+ z-/

Nasal + stop:

/bhitur-ni/

/ghur-nibatas/

/bur-si/

/buwr-sw/

/por-sat/

/hwr-sora/

/sur-swy/

/bir-zi/

/ gir-zw/

/dor-za/

/dur-z1/

/-m+p-/

/b"umikom-po/

‘inside’

‘cyclone’

‘fish hook’

‘rainy season’

‘food offered to idols’

‘necklace’

‘mustard’

‘mongoose’

‘church’

‘door’

‘tailor’

‘earthquake’
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/kam-pulukuy/

/som-pereka/

/-m+b-/

/dom-bol/

/kom-bol/

[-m+dh-/

/ram-dhunu/

/-m+Kk-/

/sam-kahol/

/-m+Kkh-/

/tam-khtu/

/-n+b-/

/bagan-bari/

/bon-bari/

/dhan-bari/

“fruit, like a star fruit, used as

a vegetable’

‘shrunken, shapeless’

‘gland, tumor’

‘blanket’

‘rainbow’

‘a kind small jackfruit’

‘tobbaco’

‘garden’

‘forest’

‘paddy field’
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/-n+t-/

/khon-ta/ ‘a spud’

/zun-tu/ ‘animal’
/-n+th-/

/bawkun-thi/ ‘whirlwind’
/-n+d-/

/an-dar/ ‘dark’

/bPen-di/ ‘ladys finger’

/dohan-di/ ‘relationship of husband's
elder brother to wife's elder
brother’

/gen-da/ ‘son, male infant, used to
address one's own son’

/kun-dwy/ ‘which?’

/than-da/ ‘cold’

/hin-dul/ ‘large tree, fruit used for
cloth similar to cotton’

/in-dur/ ‘rat’
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/kan-da/ ‘near’

/mun-dir/ ‘temple’
/-n+d"-/
/gon-d"ar/ ‘thino’
/bison-d"an/ ‘seed of a grain’
/-n+p-/
/din-pora/ ‘rice cooked in bamboo’
/then-pet/ ‘calf’
/-n+ph-/
/sen-phurylu/ ‘crooked, used for clothing’
[-n+t-/
/tan-tana/ ‘sunny’
/ghan-ta/ ‘bell’
/then-tola/ ‘foot’
/-n+th-/
/an-tha/ ‘charcoal’
/an-thi/ ‘ring (on finger)’
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/ban-thi/ ‘bracelet, metal bracelet or

fetters put around the wrists

or ankles’
/-n+k-/
/gan-kola/ ‘riverbank’
/han-kay/ ‘big earthen plate-shaped
lamp used for worship’
/kan-kara/ ‘a crab’
/ken-ka/ ‘how’
/nin-kur/ ‘tail of animals, birds, and
fish’
/-n+kh-/
/kan-khi/ ‘the outer edge of the mud
foor of a house’
/son-kPo/ ‘conch’
/-n+g-/
/an-gur/ ‘grapes’
/mon-gol/ ‘Mars’
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/zon-gol/

Nasal + fricative/affricate

/-m+s-/

/gham-sa/

/hum-swy/

/-n+s-/

/sun-suni/

/son-sa/

/pun-suy/

/-n+¢-/

/bMin-¢&i/

/-n+z-/

/kbun-zuni/

/gun-zi/

/zin-zini/

/zun-zuni/

‘forest, jungle’

‘handful, what fits in one

hand’

‘mildewy smell’

‘bitter flower’

‘core, inside a banana tree’

‘watery taste, waterlike color’

‘brother-in-law, elder sister's

husband’

‘a small leather drum’

‘to plant in a cluster (rice)’

‘medicinal plant’

“firefly’
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/-n+s-/

/an-sa/ ‘liver’
/bon-so/ ‘ancestor, kin’
/ten-sa/ ‘short tempered man’
/tepen-sa/ ‘little, esp. liquid’
/-n+z-/
/ponen-zali/ ‘newborn, only for animals’
/-n+h-/
/sin-ho/ ‘lion’
Nasal + liquid
/-m+1-/
/kum-li/ ‘jaundice’
/kum-lur/ ‘immature’
/kam-la/ ‘servant’
/gam-la/ ‘metal basin used to wash’
/lim-limuwy/ ‘smooth’
/kom-la/ ‘orange’

198



/-n+l-/

/kan-loti/

[-n+1-/

/an-la/

/Can-11/

/zanla/

/nanlikara/

/sin-lw/

/-n+r-/

/an-ra/

/Cen-ra/

/nen-ra/

/gon-rai/

/ghan-ra/

/dan-ra/

/z*an-ra/

‘earlobe’

‘a kind of fruit’

‘sifting basket, sieve’

‘bamboo support for vines’

‘plowing tool, rope joining
jongal and nangol’

‘green’

‘charcoal, burned’

‘youth, adolescent’

‘lame’

‘to roar (used for lion/ tiger)’

‘phlegm’

Gbig9

‘sifting basket, sieve’
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/[-m+r-/

/bPim-rul/ ‘wasp’
/ ¢alkum-rur/ ‘white gourd’
/ cam-ra/ ‘skin’
/dam-ra/ ‘male calf’
/kam-rena/ ‘a kind of acid fruit’
/zuum-ra/ ‘grapefruit, pomello’
/zwum-r1/ ‘big citrus fruit’
/kum-ru/ ‘white gourd’
/-n+r-/
/baigonrorn/ ‘purple’
Nasal + nasal:
/-m+n-/
/dumni/ ‘cluster fig’
/dremna/ ‘boil or rash’
/-n+m-/
/sepymas/ ‘a kind of fish’
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Fricative + stop/trill/

/-s+p-/
/nas-poti/ ‘a kind of pear’
/-s+ph-/
/pPus-phusi/ ‘lungs’
/tus-pPol/ ‘mulberry’
/-s+t-/
/as-te/ ‘slow’
/bas-tu/ ‘nature, earth’
/bhas-t1/ ‘niece, brother's daughter’
/kus-to/ ‘leprosy’
/kas-ta/ ‘groin’
/nas-ti/ ‘navel’
/girus-ti/ ‘family’
/gus-ti/ ‘relative’
/gus-timuwmn/ ‘guest, visitor’
/mas-tor/ ‘teacher’
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/sas-t1/

/-s+k-/

/mos-ka/

/mus-kuw/

/bros-kai/

/mus-ki/

/tas-ka/

/-s+Kkh-/

/1s-khati/

/-s+g-/

/tus-gurwy/

Fricative+ nasal/trill/ liquid:

/-s+m-/

/mos-mosa/

/-s+n-/

/mus-ni/

/bas-na/

‘punishment’

‘break, dislocated bone’

‘chair, furniture’

‘to prick’

‘to sprain’

‘brittle’

‘plough lock’

‘chaff’

‘brittle’

‘duster’

‘flavour, fragrance’
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/bas-natel/ ‘perfume, sweet smelling oil’

/bas-nai/ ‘to wait’
[-s+1-/
/pis-lai/ ‘to slip away’
/pis-lw/ ‘slippery’
/mos-la/ ‘spice’
/lus-lusw/ ‘spongy’
/bPus-luk/ ‘at a glance’
[-s+r-/
/pPes-ra/ ‘chicken pox’
/mus-ri/ ‘mosquito-net’
/sus-r1/ ‘mother-in-law’
/kus-rikasra/ ‘wrinkle’
/pas-re/ ‘to forget’
/kus-ripoka/ ‘grasshopper’
/[-z+n-/
/bwz-nuwr/ ‘housefly’
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/soz-na/ ‘horse raddish’

[-z+1-/

/kez-la/ ‘jolly person’

3.3.5.4.2. Three consonant sequences:

In this language, there are only a few three consonant sequences available where
the first member is always a stop/nasal/trill/lateral and the second member may be stop or
fricative. The third member is either a trill or a lateral. Three consonant sequences never
occur 1n word 1nitial and final position. The chart below shows the possible combinations

of these sequences.

First member Second & Third member
n+ (tr, dr)
n+ (k1, kr)
r+ (pr)

Following are the examples of words with three consonant sequences:

[-n+tr-/ /mon-tri1/ ‘minister’
/-n+dr-/ /¢on-dro/ ‘moon’
/-ntkl-/ /don-klapani/ ‘slough’
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/dan-kli/ ‘wooden tool used as hammer’

J-g+k"r-/ /&in-kKPrwi/ ‘to pinch’
/-r+pr-/ /zor-propat/ ‘waterfall’
3.3.5.4.3. Geminate

As per our investigation, the following stop, affricate and laterals form

geminates in medial positions in Hajong. For example,

Ip+p/ /Coppya/ ‘mishappen, shrunken’
/happen/ ‘shorts, half pants’
/-t+t-/ /battik/ ‘ripe, ready to gather or pluck’
/hatta/ ‘spatula’
/tatta/ ‘joke’
/d+d/ /adda/ ‘a regular meeting place’
/€uddo/ ‘fourteen’
/poddop"ul/ ‘lotus’
/k+Kk/ /bukka/ ‘foolish’
/khokken sap/ ‘a kind of snake’
/m+m/ /bromma/ ‘coriander’
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/n+n/

N+1/

3.4. Syllable:

/dinni/

/unnis/

/bolla/

/€elli/

/kagkalliruy/

/mella/

/sillu/

3.4.1. Mono-syllabic words:

3.4.1.1. Open mono-syllabic words:

Cv

Cvv

/¢a/

/mi/

/te/

/b ui/

/KPai/

‘everyday’

‘nineteen’

‘wasp’

‘a kind of fish’

‘garden lizard’

‘many, a lot’

‘a female kite (kind of bird), eagle’

‘tea’

‘in/at’

‘within’

‘paddy or grain field’

‘to eat, drink, smoke, inhale’

206



3.4.1.2. Closed mono-syllabic words:

VC

CvcC

/KPoi/

/zai/

/ag/

/am/

/ot/

/tus/

/guil/

/bor/

/bak/

/bhat/

/bok/

/Can/

/€ual/

/¢un/

/der/

/des/

2

‘puffed rice

‘to go’

‘front’

‘mango’

Clip’

‘husk’

‘round’

‘blessing’

‘division, chapter’

‘cooked rice’

‘hunger’

‘granary, barn’

b

‘rice grain, uncooked rice

‘lime’

‘one and a half’

‘country’
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/dual/
/d"an/
/d"ar/
/gom/
/ ghor/
/hak/
/hat/
/muwm/
/pan/
/pas/
/sid/
/tol/

/tus/

3.4.2. Disyllabic words:

3.4.2. 1. Open disyllabic words:

VCV /abu/

/azo/

b

‘lentils

‘paddy’

‘sharp’

‘wheat’

‘house’

‘curry’

‘market’

‘food, boiled rice’

‘pan leaf’

‘back’

‘whole bunch of rice

‘below’

‘husk’

‘grandmother’ /a-bu/

grandfather’ /a-zo/
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/ada/
/ad"a/
/ali/
/alu/
/ata/
/ir/
/itwr/
Juryw/
VCCYV /akra/
/alga/
/ansa/
Jant"/

/awsa/

VCCVYV /asrai/

/aklai/

/oktai/

‘ginger’ /a-da/

‘half’ Ja-d"o/
‘boundary marker’  /a-li/

‘potato’ /a-lu/

“flour’ /a-ta/

‘grain’ /i-r1/

‘brick’ /i-tw/

‘to address own mother’ fw-yw/

‘hook (for hanging towel)’  /ak-ra/

‘separate’ /al-ga/

‘liver’ /an-sa/

‘ring (on finger) Jan-t"i/

‘kind of paddy’ /aw-sa/

‘to beat (used for clothe) /as-rai/
‘to hug’ /ak-lai/

‘to spit, vomit’ /ok-tai/
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CVCV /beka/ ‘uneven twisted’ /be-ka/

/bisi/ ‘seed’ /bi-si/
/buli/ ‘sacrificing for god’ /bu-li/
/¢aka/ ‘lump’ /¢a-ka/
/¢aki/ ‘small earthen lamp used for puja’  /Ca-ki/
/¢ikw/ ‘piece of food e.g. betel nut /¢i-kw/
/dala/ ‘branch’ /da-la/
/mela/ ‘festival’ /me-la/
/pani/ ‘water’ /pa-ni/
CVCVV /barai/ ‘to offer’ /ba-rai/
/burui/ ‘to appear’ /bwr-rui/
/b anai/ ‘to break’ /b a-nai/
/Eibai/ ‘to chew’ /¢i-bai/
/huzai/ ‘to climb’ /hu-zai/
/zalai/ ‘to sprout’ /za-lai/
CvVCCV /bakra/ ‘brren field’ /bak-ra/
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/bogda/ ‘not sharp’ /bog-da/

/¢akla/ ‘part, division’ /¢ak-la/
/Capta/ ‘flat’ /Cap-ta/
/debra/ ‘left, north’ /deb-ra/
/hagra/ ‘Z"um cultivation’  /hag-ra/
/kanda/ ‘near’ /kan-da/
/labra/ ‘mixed vegetable curry’ /lab-ra/
/porbo/ ‘festival’ /por-bo/
/punsi/ ‘to arrive’ /pun-si/
/zolka/ ‘dull’ /zol-ka/
CVvVCv /diuli/ ‘new corn puja’ /diu-li/
/niuri/ ‘a large deciduous tree’ /niu-ri/

3.4.2. 2. Closed disyllabic word:

(First syllable open, closed second syllable)

VCVC /agal/ ‘top of a plant/tree’  /a-gal/

/amon/ ‘a kind of paddy’ /a-mon/
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CvCvC

CVCCVC

/uguur/
Jup"is/
/bagan/
/bazar/
/b"itur/
/€ohor/
/hidul/
/masan/
/mathay/
/ruhun/
/t"okon/
/borgas/

/budbar/
/b"ormon/
/¢ondon/

/hindul/

‘burp, belch’ /u-guur/
‘office’ Ju-p"is/
‘garden’ /ba-gan/
‘market’ /ba-zar/
‘in’ /b"i-tur/
‘town’ /€o-hor/
‘dry fish with yam leaf added’ /hi-dul/
‘meat’ /ma-san/
‘central’ /ma-thay/
‘garlic’ /ru-hun/
‘from’ /t"o-kon/
‘banyan tree’ /bor-gas/
‘Wednesday’ /bud — bar/
‘travel’ /b"or-mon/
‘sandal wood’ /€on-don/
‘a large tree’ /hin-dul/
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/mundir/

/raikos/

/sorbot/

/sindur/

3.4.3. Trisyllabic words:

‘temple’ /mun-dir/

‘demon’ /rai-kos/
‘syrup’ /sor — bot/
‘vermillion’ /sin — dur/

3.4.3.1. Open (Third syllable is open):

CVCVCV  /dob"aza/

/solsola/

CVCVCCV  /bMiturni/

/bliturte/

CVVCVCV  /b"uibtita/

CVCCVCV  /Earkani/

/Gunéuni/

/din-po-ra/

/gagkola/

/hatk"ola/

‘fried rice grain’ /do-ba-za/

‘straight’ /sol-so-la/
‘inside’ /bMi-tur-ni/
‘within’ /bi-tur-te/
‘land’ /b"ui-b"i-ta/
‘square’ /¢ar-ka-ni/

‘edible red flower with bitter taste’

/€un-cu-ni1/
‘rice cooked in bamboo’ /din-po-ra/
‘riverbank’ /gan-ko-la/

‘market place’ /hat-k"o-la/
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/pawruti/

/pakguri/
/punziku/
/Z"olZ"ola/

CVCCVCCYV /gawkansi/

/s egphayla/

‘loaf’ /paw-ru-ti/
‘to go around in circles’ /pak-gu-ri/
‘almanac’ /pun-zi-ku/
‘watery (curry)’ /z"ol-z"0-1a/
‘backside of the village’

/gaw-kan-si/

‘crooked, used for clothing’

/ selj-phay-la/

3.4.3. 2. Closed (Third syllable is closed):

VCVCVC

VCVCCVC

CVCVCVC

/anaros/

/opuman/

/ozogor/

Jub"isap/

/asirbad/

/bak"adur/

/bini¢ul/

‘pineapple’ /a-na-ros/
‘blashphemy’ /o-pu-man/
‘python’ /0-zo-gor/
‘curse’ Ju-b"i-sap/
‘blessing’ /a-sir-bad/
‘remote’ /ba-k"a-dur/

‘sticky rice grain’

/bi-ni-cwl/
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/bisib"at/ ‘sticky rice, steamed’ /bi-si-b"at/

/b0 goban/ ‘god’ /b"o- go-ban/
/dalidor/ ‘piggish, eating all the time’ /da-li-dor/
/guramas/ ‘powdered mixture of fish’ /gu-ra-mas/
/hurilot/ ‘religious food’ /hu-ri-lot/
CVCCVCVC /letrab"at/ ‘sticky rice, boiled’ /le-tra-b"at/
/tayk"orok/ ‘demanding’ /tay-k"o-rok/

CVCVCCVC /kuzayghor/  ‘temporary shelter built with leaves and branches’

/ku-zay-ghor/

3.4.4. Tetra-syllabic words:

Our study reveals that in Hajong, tetra-syllbic words occur in a very less number.

Due to this, only a few examples have been given.

3.4.4. 1. Open Tetra-syllabic (Fourth syllable is open):

VCCVCVCV

/algoseya/ ‘careful’ /al-go-se-ya/
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VCVCVCV

/agaguri/

/alaziba/

/ athupare/

VCVCVCCV

/ogodepta/

VCVCCVCV

Jasond"ore/

/agurgota/

CVCVVCV

/barealu/

CVCCVCVCY

/bPodrobura/

/€ompereka/

‘everywhere’

‘vocal chord’

‘to kneel’

‘devil’

‘to sit with legs crossed’

/a-ga-gu-ri/

/a-la-zi-ba/

Ja-t"u-pa-re/

/o-go-dep-ta/

/a-son-d"o-re/

‘a bird with a black beak, white breast’

‘root’

‘cattail’

‘shapeless’

/angurgota/

/ba-re-a-lu/

/b"o-dro-bu-ra/

/€om-pe-re-ka/
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/kampulukuw/ ‘a kind of fruit, like star fruit’

/kam-pu-lu-kur/

/nawrapata/ ‘nawra leaf’ /naw-ra-pa-ta/
CVCCvVCvCev

/Captalapta/ ‘mishappen’ /€ap-ta-lap-ta/

/kokrabekra/ ‘twisted’ /ko-kra-be-kra/

/tewratewri/ ‘crooked, uneven’ /tew-ra-tew-r1/
CVCVCVCV

/bamonani/ ‘priest’s wife’ /ba-mo-na-ni/

/b ikititw/ ‘small, bitter fruit’  /b"i-ki-ti-tw/

/Capalaga/ ‘burned’ /€a-pa-la-ga/

/Corekani/ ‘butterfly’ /¢o-re-ka-ni/

/Cunamara/ ‘deep, used for baskets’

/€u-na-ma-ra/

/d"epepeka/ ‘small, flat, used for intimate things’

/d"e-pe-pe-ka/
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/katabazu/

/katamasi/

/kusuloti/

/kh"ukrid"onda/

/lurapaka/

/lewatana/

/morasali/

/mohokuma/

/pokalera/

CVCCVCCVCY

/dorbark"ana/

/doléekcéeka/

CVVCVCVCV

/baizapuka/

‘armband’

‘black fly’

‘roots of yam’

‘window’

‘coiled’

/ka-ta-ba-zu/

/ka-ta-ma-si/

/ku-su-lo-t1/

/kh"u-kri-d"on-da/

/lu-ra-pa-ka/

‘song about pulling creepers’

‘gravyard’

‘sub-division’

‘worm’

‘assembly hall’

‘acquatic insect’

‘wasp’

/le-wa-ta-na/

/mo-ra-sa-li/

/mo-ho-ku-ma/

/po-ka-le-ra/

/dor-bar-k"a-na/

/dol-¢ek-Ce-ka/

/bai-za-pu-ka/
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/kuilutitw/ ‘bitter gourd’ /kui-lw-ti-tw/

CVCCVCVCV

/kindiliww/ ‘millipede’ /kin-di-li-wu/
CVCCVCVCVV

/hotketeteo/ ‘a kind of bird’ /hot-ke-te-teo/

3.4.4.2. Closed Tetra-syllabic (Fourth syllable is closed):

CVCVCVCCVC

/¢ukabaygon/ ‘tomato’ /€u-ka-bay-gon/
CVCVCVCVC

/dotalaghor/ ‘two-storied house’  /do-ta-la-ghor/

3.4.5. Pentasyllabic words:

The occurrences of such words are also found very less in Hajong. So, we

could not find more examples during our data collection.

3.4.5.1. Open Pentasyllabic (Fifth syllable is open):

CVCVCVCVCY

/barohazari/ ‘a dialect of Hajong’ /ba-ro-ha-za-ri/
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3.4.5.2. Closed Pentasyllabic (Fifth syllable is closed):

VCCVCVCVCVC

/agrikowa muwn/

3.5. Morphophonemics:

3.5.1. Phonologically conditioned changes:

3.5.1.1. Epenthesis:

‘fortune teller’

/ag-ri-ko-wa- muwmn/

A semi vowel /y/ or /w/ 1s mnserted between /1/ or /o/ or /u/ or /e/ and

another vowel to break the cluster of these vowels. Examples are given below:

/bea/> / beya/
/korea/> /koreya/
/bia/>/biya/
/dunia /> /duniya /
/g "oa/> /g Moya/
/kuwr/> /kuyw/

/noa/> /noya/

‘bad’

‘frying pan’

‘marriage’

‘world’

‘seed, hard shelled seed’

‘rotten, used for cooked food’

new
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/roa/> /rowa/ ‘rice seedling’

/kuw/> /kuww/ ‘fog’
/guw/> /guwu/ ‘betel nut’
/gerua/> /geruwa/ ‘saffron’
/alsia/> /alsiya/ ‘lazy’
/sian/> /styan/ ‘intelligent’

3.5.2. Morphologically conditioned changes:

/d"/ is optionally replaced by /d/ when followed by vowel or /b/. It is because of

voiced feature of the following sound. Examples are given below:

/ adbMyar/>  /adiyar/ ‘tenant’
/adPamora/ > /adamora/ ‘half-dead’
/bud"bar/ > /budbar/ ‘Wednesday’

3.5.3. Prothesis:

/i/ 1s added before borrowed (English) words beginning with a consonant

cluster having /s/ as the first member of the cluster in order to break the cluster,

e.g.:
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/stop/> /istop/ ‘stop’

/skul/ > /iskul/ ‘school’
/stupid/ > /istupid / ‘stupid’
/steson/ > /isteson/ ‘station’
/stul/ > /istul/ ‘stool’
/skel/ > /iskel/ ‘scale’
/skru/ > /iskru/ ‘screw’
/sports/> /isports/ ‘games’
3.5.4. Apocope:

The last consonant of the final consonant cluster 1s dropped from the borrowed

English words. Examples are as follows:

/belt/> /bel/ ‘belt’
/result/> /resul/ ‘result’
/karent/> /karen/ ‘current’
/lemp/> /lem/ ‘lamp’
/post/> /pos/ ‘pillar’
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/siment/> /simen/ ‘cement’

The medial consonant cluster of /tr/ is broken by inserting /1/ between /tr/. e.g.:

/1stri/ >/istiri/ ‘iron’

/mistri/ > /mistiri/ ‘carpenter’

The medial consonant cluster of /ns/ is broken by inserting /i/ between /ns/. e.g.:

/inspector/> /inispector/ ‘inspector’

The final vowel sound is dropped out as in the words below.

/haturi/> /hatur/ ‘hammer’

/botali/> /botal/ ‘a chisel’

3.5.5. Syncope:

Medial vowel sound is dropped from the second syllable of the word e.g.

/bPagina/> / bhagna/ ‘nephew, sister’s son’
/koleza/> /kolza/ ‘heart’

/natini/> /natni/ ‘grand daughter’
/narikol/> /narkul/ ‘ripe coconut’
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e.g.:

3.5.6. Aphesis:

Initial vowel sound is lost in some words as in the following:

/obhyantor/ > /bhitur/ ‘inner part’

/olau/> /luru/ ‘gourd’

3.5.7. Diphthongization:

In this language, diphthongization of vowel sound at the end of a word is noticed

/da/> /dao/ ‘chopper’
/ma/> /mao/ ‘mother’
/ga/> /gao/ ‘body’

3.5.8. Deaspiration-Devoicing:

Voiced aspirated sound 1s de-aspirated and then changed into unvoiced sound

e.g.
/bagh/> /bag/> /bak/ ‘tiger’
/meg"/> /meg/> /mek/ ‘rain’
/megh—batas/ > /meg-batas/ > /mek-batas/ ‘wind’
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3.5.9. Devoicing:

Voiced sound turns into voiceless sound as noticed in the following examples:

/gulab/> /gulap/ ‘rose’
/morod/> /morot/ ‘male’
/pPulkobi/> /phulkopi/ ‘cauliflower’
/sob/> /sop/ ‘all, whole’
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