CHAPTER -3

AFFIXATION

3.0. Introduction

An affix, added to the root or base form of the word is called Affixation. Affix is a
type of bound morpheme. Generally, there are three types of affixes realised on various
Languages. These are prefix, suffix and infix. The present study of Affixation does not
explain the Infix formation of Bodo because Bodo Language does not have the infix
formation of words. Prefix is an affix attached before the root or stem or base, for example
in English like /re-/, /un-/ and /in-/ re-make, un-kind, in-decent etc. such kind of formation
of words more in Bodo Language. An affix attached after a root (or stem or base) 1s called
suffix. For example in English like /-1y, -er, -s/ and / —ed/: kind-ly, wait-er, book-s, walk-ed

and such type of word formation is also found in Bodo Language.

Like other Tibeto-Burman languages, many words are formed by affixation in the
Bodo Language also. It 1s the process of affixes added to the verbs, nouns, adjectives to
form the new words. As per the investigation, there are two types of affixation processes
realized in Bodo language such as, Prefixation and Suffixation. In this chapter, various

types of prefixation and suffixation processes are described which produces new words.

3.1. Prefixation

In Bodo, there are a number of words realized in the word formation process by
prefixation. The following prefixes are used in the Bodo Language to derive different word

classes. They are explained below with the help of examples.
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3.1.1. Causative verbs derived by prefixation

Causative verb 1s derived from the process of Prefixation in the Bodo Language. A
verb with an argument, expresses the cause of the action described by the verb is called
causative verb. The causative prefixes in Bodo are /p"o-/, /p"a-/, /p"u-/, /pe-/, /p"i/, /p"w-/,

/swi-/, /si-/and /so-/ and those are added to the main verb to express the causativeness.

Word formation process of the causative verb is given below
Causative Prefix + Verb = Causative Verb

The prefix /p"o-/:

(1) po + dob > po-dob
CAUSPREF.+ tobend > ‘cause to curve’
i)  p'o + 70 > p"0-20
CAUS.PREF. + tosit > ‘cause to sit’
(111) pho + sor > pho-sor

CAUS.PREF. + to fall in drop > ‘make fall in drop’

The prefix /p"a-/:

(i) pa + hai > p"a-hai
CAUS.PREF. + to be down > ‘cause to put head down’
(i) p"a + ham > p"a-ham
CAUS.PREF.+to be good > ‘cause to make good’
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The prefix /p"u-/:

(1) p'u + rug > p"u-rup

CAUSPREF.+  toloose > ‘make loose’
(i) p'u + su > p"u-su

CAUS.PREF. +to be cool > ‘cause to make cool (tea)’
(111) phu + sunp > phu-sulj

CAUS.PREF. +to be short > ‘cause to make short’

The prefix /p"e-/:
(1) p'e + der > ple-der
CAUS.PREF. + to become big > ‘make large/ nourish’
(11) phe + sem > phe-sem
CAUS.PREF. +  tolessen > ‘cause to make less’

The prefix/p"i-/:

i pti + si > p"i-si
CAUS.PREF. + to wet > ‘cause to make wet’
i) phi + gidip > pli-din
CAUS.PREF. + to move > ‘cause to move’
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The prefix/p"w-/:

(1)

(i1)

(111)

(iv)

The prefix /sw-/:

(1)

(i1)

The prefix /si-/:

(1)

p'w

CAUS.PREF.

p'w
CAUS.PREF

p'w

CAUS.PREF.

p'u

CAUS.PREF

St

CAUS.PREF.

CAUS.PREF.

si

CAUS.PREF.

+ ran >
+ to dry >
+ zuub >

.+ to complete >

+ lum >
+ to cover >
+ zuu >

.+ to grow/ to be up>

+ mao >
+ to jerk >
+ gab >
+ tocry >
+ gi >
+ to fear >
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ho .
p w-ran
‘make dry’
h
p w-zwb
‘cause to complete’
h
p w-lum
‘cause to cover’
h ’
p w-zwu

‘make high’

sw-mao
‘cause to jerk/ shack’
sw-gab

‘cause to cry’

si-gi

‘make fear/ frighten’



(i) i + bai > si-p"i

CAUS.PREF. + to break> ‘cause to break’
The prefix /so-/:
(1) SO + go > 50-26/50-k"0
CAUS.PREF. + to out > ‘make out/ ‘make lose’

Formations of Causative verbs are shown by the sentences below:

1. /bi-yu wuwa-kwu. p"o-dob-bai/
He/she bamboo-ACC. CAUS.-bend-PERF.
‘He/she has made the bamboo curved.’

2. /no  bigwma-ya alasi-k'wu  no-wao p"o-z6-bai/
house owner-NOM. guest-ACC. house-LOC. CAUS.-sit-PERF.
‘The house owner has caused the guest to sit in the room.’

3. /ap bini  k"oro-k"wu  p"a-hai-bai/

| his head-ACC. CAUS-down-PERF.
‘I have made his head down.’

4. /mai boza-k"wu  da-p"u-rup/
paddy bundle-ACC. NEG-CAUS .-loose/

‘Don’t make (it) loose the paddy bundle’
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10.

. /bima-ya goto-k"wu p"e-der-dwp-muwn/

his mother-NOM. child-INST CAUS-be big-PROG-PST.
‘His mother was making the child young.’

/an-ni gosla-k"wu  da-p"i-si/

[I-GEN  shirt-ACC. NEG-CAUS-wet

‘Don’t make wet my shirt.’

/ai-ya na p"w-ran-dumy/

my mother-NOM fish CAUS-dry-PROG.

‘My mother is making dry fish.’

/p"ulis-p"wr-a sik"ao-k"wu si-gi-dwumn/

police-PL-NOM. thief-ACC.  CAUS-fear-PROG.
“The police are making fear to the thief.’

/bi-yur dwihu-k"wu  swr-mao-dumn/
he-NOM. pot-ACC. CAUS-jerk-PROG.
‘He is making the pot jerk. / He is jerking the pot.’
/bi-yur rap-k"uu so-k"¢-bai/
he/she-NOM. rupees-ACC. CAUS-lose-PERF.

‘He/she has made the rupees lost’
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3.1.2. Negation by prefixation

/da-/ 1s a negative imperative prefix in Bodo, it 1s the most productive marker in

Bodo language. It prefixes to the verbs to form the negative imperative verb.

Negative prefix + Verb = Negation

(1) da + bun > da-bun
NEG.IMP + say > ‘don’t say’

(i) da + t"an > da-t"ap
NEG.IMP + g0 > ‘don’t go’

(1) da + p"wt"ai > da-p"wt"ai

NEG.IMP + to believe > ‘don’t believe’
(iv) da + 70 > da-z6
NEG.IMP + to sit > ‘don’t sit’

The formation of Negation by prefixation is shown below citing sentences:
11./gazri  swdwb da-bur/

bad word NEG.IMP-say
‘Don’t say (the) bad word’

12. /dak"wr bari-yao da-t"an/
dirt place-LOC. NEG.IMP-go

‘Don’t go to the dirty place.’
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3.1.3. Adjective formation by prefixation

According to Endle (An outline grammar of the Bara (Bodo) language, 1884)
“Many adjectives begins with the letter g, to which a very short vowel is attached, so short
indeed that in rapid speaking the vowel of the first syllable may not be heard at all, whilst
in composition this first syllable is sometimes omitted altogether.” P.C. Bhattacharya also

mentioned that /g+Vowel-/ type of prefixes derive the adjectives in the Bodo language.

The adjectivalizer prefixes of Bodo language that is /gu-/, /gu-/, /ga-/, /ge-/,/gi-/ and
/go-/ which are used to form different adjectives from the verbal base. The prefixation
process of the adjective is ‘Adjectivalizer Prefix + Verb = Adjective’. These are given

below:

3.1.3.1. Adjective of Colour
Adjectivalizer Prefix + Verb = Adjective

The prefix /gu-/:

(1) gu + sum > guI-swm
ADJLZ.PREF. + to darken > ‘black’
(i1) gu + za > guw-za
ADJLZ.PREF. + tobered > ‘red’
The prefix /gu-/:
(i) gu + phar > gu-p"ur
ADJLZ.PREF .+ to glare > ‘white’
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3.1.3.2. Adjective of Taste

The prefix /gu-/:

(1)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

The prefix /ge-/:

(i)

gu + bab >
ADJLZ PREF .+ be over salt >
qu + dui >
ADJLZ.PREF.+ be sweeten >
gu + K'wi >
ADJLZ PREF.+ to be acid >
gu + ka >

ADJLZ.PREF .+ to taste bitter >

ge + seu >

ADJLZ PREF. + torot >

3.1.3.3. Adjective of Quality

The prefix /ga-/:

(1)

ga + ham >

ADJLZ PREF.+ be well

V
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gu-bab
‘salty’
gu-duri
‘sweet’
gu-k"wi
‘sour’
gm-kha

‘bitter’

ge-sau

‘rotten’

ga-ham

‘fine’



The prefix /gu-/:

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

The prefix /gu-/:

(1)

(ii)

The prefix /ge-/:

(i)

(ii)

gu + gur >

ADJLZPREF.+  purify >

gu + zam >

ADJLZ.PREF.+ become old >

gu + mumn >

ADJLZ.PREF + to ripen>

gu + dunp >

ADJLZ.PREF.+ tobehot >

qu + bun >

ADJLZ.PREF +to be thick >

ge + zén >

ADJLZ.PREF + to lose >

ge + ben >

ADJLZ PREF + to be straight>
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guu-guix

‘pure’

guwi-zam

‘old’

gu-muin

‘ripe’

gu-dun

‘hot’

gu-bun

‘thick’

ge-zén

‘defeated’

ge-ben

‘straight’



The prefix /gi-/:

i) g + oz >

ADJLZ.PREF .+ to rend/to tear>

(i) g + s >

ADJLZ.PREF. + to be wet >

3.1.3.4. Dimensional Adjective

The prefix /ge-/:

(1) ge + der >

ADJLZ . PREF .+ become large >

The prefix /gi-/:

i g T

ADJLZ.PREF.+ be heavy >

The prefix /gu-/:
(1) gu + zwu >
ADJLZ.PREF.+ to be up >
(i) gu + lao >

ADIJLZ.PREF.+ become long >
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gi-zi

‘tattered’

gi-si

wet

ge-der

2

‘big

gi-lir

‘heavy’

gu-zwu

‘high’

gu-ldo

‘long’



The prefix /gu-/:

(1) gu + sunp > gu-supy
ADJLZ.PREF.+ become short> ‘short’
(i) qu +  pug > gupluy
ADJLZ PREF.+  to be fat> “fat’
The prefix /ga-/:
(1) ga + hair > ga-hai
ADJLZ PREF + become low> ‘low’

The prefix /go-/:
(1) go + z0 > go-zo
ADJLZ PREF .+ tear into pieces >  ‘choppy’
3.1.3..5. Adjective of Quantity

In Bodo, some adjectives of quantity are basic forms like /ese/ ‘few/ little’, /burza/
‘much’ and compounding forms like /mak"a/ ‘part’ + /ese/ ‘few’ > /mak”a-se/ ‘some’ etc.

But the /guiban/ ‘many’ is formed by prefixation process.
The prefix /gu-/:
(1) gu + ban > gu-ban
ADJLZ PREF.+ to be more > ‘many’
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3.1.4. Noun formation by prefixation

Nouns are formed by the process of prefixation. Some verbs are becoming noun
due to the process of prefixes and some of the bound roots are also becoming noun due to
the prefixation process. Most of the kinship terms are bound roots which are becoming

Noun due to the process of prefixation.
3.1.4.1. Noun forming from verb by Prefixation

There are two types of nominalizer prefixes found in Bodo, i.e. /bi-/ and /p"i-/
which are used to form a noun from the verb. In this process, main verbs turn into nouns
by adding /bi-/ and /p"i-/ prefixes. The /bi-/ is used before voiced and voiceless phoneme

and /p"i-/ is used only before verbs having voiceless phoneme.
Nominalizer Prefix + Verb = Noun
The prefix /bi-/:
(1) bi + zab > bi-zab
PREEF. + to arrange (closely) > ‘book’
(i)  bi + bar > bi-bar
PREF. +  to bloom > ‘flower’
(i) bi o+ K'wb > bi-k"wb/ bi-k"6b

PREF. + to cover > ‘cover’
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(iv)

V)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

PREF.

bi

PREF.

PREF.

The prefix /p"i-/:

(1)

(i)

PREF.

+ ta >
+ to stay >
+ thwn >

+ to command >

+ duny >
.+ to heat >

+ dint"i >
.+ to show >

+ goy >

+ dui >
+ to sweet >
+ thwb >
.+ to wrap >
+ thai >
+  to fructify >

bi-t"a

‘homestead’
bi-t"wn
‘command’

bi-duy
‘temperature/ heat’
bi-dint"i

‘example’

bi-k"6n/ bi-k"up

.t to bend > “‘shell’ (bend size hard covering like egg’s shell)

bi-dwi

‘honey/ juice’

hs ,h
pi-t'wb
‘cocoon’
p"i-t"ai

“fruit’
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(i) phi + tor > p"i-t"or
PREF. + to be small round > clod (of soil.) (e.g. /k"a-t"or/ ‘to bind
small round’ /ha-t"or/ “clod of soil’ etc.)
There are sentences given below to explain the process.
13. /bizab-k"wiu  zab-dw/
book-ACC. arrange-IMP.
‘Arrange the book’
14. /bibar-a phulj-ao bar-w/
flower-NOM. morning-LOC. bloom-HAB.
‘Flower blooms in the morning’
15./indi emp"wu-wa  p"it"wb t"wrb-wy/
silk  worm-NOM. cocoon wrap-HAB.
‘Silk-worm wraps (a) cocoon’
3.1.4.2. Noun forming from the bound roots by prefixation

In Bodo, some root morphemes cannot occur alone as a word, they occur with a
prefix to form a word. The prefixes /bi-/ and /be-/generally affixes with the monosyllabic

roots to indicate the nouns.
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The prefix /bi-/:

It 1s a bound morpheme added to the root morphemes to form the nouns in Bodo,
for example /p"an/ means ‘tree’, /bi-/ means ‘zero’, here root is the /p"an/ and it occurs
with the prefix /bi-/ to denote the noun ‘tree’ as /bi-p"an/. Although the prefix /bi-/ has no

direct meaning, the root word /p"an/ does not occur separately to denote the Noun tree.

WFR: Prefix + Root

Noun

G bi o+ plan > bi-p"an

PREF. + tree > ‘tree’
(i)  bi + gur > bi-gur
PREF. + skin > ‘skin’
(1)  bi + lai > bi-lai
PREF. + leaf > ‘leaf’
(v) bi o+ to > bi-t"o
PREF. + bud > ‘bud’ (bud of flower or tree)

(v b+ dab >  bi-dab

PREF. + place > ‘place’
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The prefix /be-/:

The prefix / be- / 1s also added with a few roots to form a noun in Bodo language.

For example:

WFR: Prefix + Root Noun

(1) be + gor > be-gor
PREF. + seed > seed
(11) be + dor > be-dor
PREEF. + tuber/ small size edible root >‘fleshy root/ tuber/ small size meat’
3.1.4.3. Kinship Noun formation by prefixation

Most of the kinship nouns in Bodo are bound roots, they are used as a word by
adding pronominal prefixes /a-/, /nw-/, /num-/, /num-/and /bi-/. The prefix /a-/ is taken
from the first person /an/ ‘I’ and it is added to the kinship noun to indicate the ‘1* person’s
kinship relation’. The /nw-/, /num-/and /nwm-/ are taken from the second person /nuury/
‘you’ and they are also added to the kinship noun to show the 2™ person’s kinship
relation’. The prefix /bi-/ is taken from the third person /bi/ ‘he/she’ which is attached with

the kinship noun to denote ‘the possession of the 3™ person’.

WFR: Pronominal Prefix + Kinship Noun (root) = Kinship noun
The Pronominal prefix /a-/:
(1) a + da > a-da
PRON.PREF. + elder brother > ‘my elder brother’
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(11) a +
PRON.PREF. +
() a +
PRON.PREF. +
(iv) a +
PRON.PREF. +
(v) a +
PRON.PREF. +

bo >

elder sister >

mai >

maternal uncle >

buui >

grandmother >

buwu >

grandfather >

a-bo

‘my elder sister’

a-dun

‘my maternal uncle’

a-buui

‘my-grandmother’

a-buu

‘my-grandfather’

The Pronominal prefix /nw-/ is used to form a kinship noun from a Kinship root

having voiced bilabial nasal in the initial position.

(1) nw +
PRON.PREF. +
(i)  nuw +

ma >
mother >
mai >

PRON.PREF. + maternal uncle >

nuw-ma

‘your-mother’

nw-mai

‘your maternal uncle’

The Pronominal prefix /nuum-/is used to form a kinship noun from the kinship root

base having bilabial plosive in the initial position.

(1) nwm +

PRON.PREF. +

h
pa >

father >
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num-p'a

‘your father’



(i)

(111)

(iv)

nuwm

PRON.PREF.

nwm

PRON.PREF.

PRON.PREF.

+ bazuwi >

+ sister-in-law >

+ buui >
+ grandmother >
+ buu >

\Y

+ grandfather

nwm-bazun

‘your sister-in-law’

nwm-buwi

‘your grandmother’

nwm-buru

‘your grandfather’

The Pronominal prefix /nwn-/ is used to form a Kinship noun from the kinship root

base having alveolar or velar consonant in the initial position.

(1)

(i)

(111)

(iv)

v)

nwy

PRON.PREF.

nwy

PRON.PREF.

nwy

PRON.PREF.

nwmn

PRON.PREF.

nwmn

PRON.PREF.

+ da >
+ elder brother >
+ gu,Ii >

+ younger brother/ sister >
+ nanao >
+ younger sister >
+ lwgu >
+ friend >
+ sazul >
+ daughter >
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nwn-da

‘your elder brother’

nwm-guri

‘your younger brother/ sister’

nuwi-nanao

‘your younger sister’

nwy-lugu

‘your-friend (female)’

nuiy-sazuw

‘your-daughter’



(vi)

nwy

PRON.PREF.

The Pronominal prefix/bi-/:

(1)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

V)

(vi)

bi

PRON.PREEF.

bi

PRON.PREF.

bi

PRON.PREF.

bi

PRON.PREF.

bi

PRON.PREF.

bi

PRON.PREF.

—+

+

+

+

+

sazla

son

hao

father-in-law

da

elder brother

p"a

father

ma

mother

buwu

grandfather

bazuwi

sister-in-law
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V

nwm-sazla

‘your-son’

bi-hao

‘his/her father-in-law’
bi-da

‘his/her elder brother’
bi-pha

‘his/her father’

bi-ma

‘his/her mother’
bi-buu

‘his/her grandfather’
bi-bazuui

‘his/her sister-in-law’



Formations of kinship nouns are shown by the sentences below:
16. /bi-yw a-p"a/
he-NOM. PRON.PREF .-father
‘He 1s my father.’
17. /bi-yw nwm-p"a/
he-NOM. PRON.PREF .-father
‘He is your father.’
18. /bi-yw ram  bi-p"a/
he-NOM. Ram PRON.PREF-father
‘He is Ram’s father.’

3.1.5. Formation of classifier by prefixation
Numeral classifier is the combination of a classifier with the basic numeral forms in
Bodo. If the cardinal numeral is used to count a noun, like ‘one man’, ‘one box’, ‘two
seeds’, ‘one leaf” etc. the classifier occurs by prefixing the numeral in Bodo language.
Most of the classifiers of Bodo use to classify the nouns on the basis of the qualities of the
object that is identified by the noun. The qualities include the physical shape, size, and
state etc.
(1) The classifier /sa-/ is used to classify the human being in Bodo language. For example:
(1) sa-s€  mansi ‘one man’

CL-one man
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(11) sa-bruri  hinzao ‘four women’
CL-four woman

(iii)  sa-nwi goto ‘two children’
CL-two child

(iv) sa-ba  sik'la “five girls’
CL-five girl

(2) The classifier /ma-/ is used to classify the animals, birds, insects, fish, etc. and

sometimes it is used to classify the ghosts.
(1) ma-t"am bwrma ‘three goats’

CL-three goat

(i)  ma-nwi na ‘two fishes’
CL-two fish
(iii) ma-brui muwk"ra ‘four monkeys’

CL-four monkey

(iv) ma-brwi sik"ri ‘four butterflies’
CL-four butterfly

(v) ma-ba thamphLui ‘five mosquitoes’

CL-five mosquito
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(vi)  ma-sni ddo ‘seven birds’

CL-seven bird

(vil) ma-se buhut ‘one ghost’

CL-one ghost

(3) The morpheme /muwmn-/ is used as a general classifier in Bodo, except for human and

animals.

(1) muwn-se  dalai ‘one branch’
CL-one  branch

(i)  muwn-nwi k"amplai ‘two stools’
CL-two  wooden-seat

(i11)  muwn-se k"wit"a ‘one matter’
CL-one matter

(iv)  muwmn-nui rebgon ‘two pens’
CL-two  pen

(v) mun-se durisa ‘one rivulet’
CL-one rivulet

(vi)  mun-ba muwa ‘five things/elements’

CL-five thing/element
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(4) The morpheme /gon-/ is used to classify the long or strong materials. The classifier is

taken from the noun /gon/ meaning ‘horn’.

(1)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

)

muisw gon gon-t"am ‘three horns of buffalo’

Buffalo horn CL-three

dwik"r gon-se ‘one well’ (which is made by cement)
Well CL-one

wpk"am  duwi gon-nui ‘two rice cooking-vessels’
Rice cooking-vessel CL-two

laot"i  gon-ba ‘five sticks’

Stick CL-five

gopg-sni  no ‘seven houses’

CL-seven house

(5) The classifier /duwi-/ is used to classify the rope, line, lyric, song, road etc.

(1)

(i)

duruy dwi-ba ‘five ropes’
Rope CL-five
dwi-se k"ont"ai ‘one poetry’

CL-one poetry’
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(1) lama dwh-nun ‘two roads’
Road CL-two

(iv)  dwb-gu met"ai ‘nine songs’
CL-nine song

(6) The classifier /p"on-/ is used to classify the speech sounds, noise.

(1) p"on-se swdwb ‘one word’
CL-one word

(i)  p op-nwi bat'ra ‘two sentences’
CL-two sentence

19. /bi-yw p"on-se swduwb bun-dwm/
he/she-NOM. CL-one word say-PROG
‘He is saying one word.’
(7) The classifier /t"wm-/ is added to the numerals to count hands or legs.

(1) t"wy-nwi  ak"ai ‘two hands’
CL-five  hand

()  t"wy-brwi at"ip “for legs’

CL-four leg
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(8) The classifier /t"ai-/ is attached to the numerals to count the fruits in Bodo. The

classifier is taken from the /p"it"ai/ means “fruit’.

()  thai-se ptit"ai ‘one fruit’
CL-one fruit
(11) thai-t"am  t"aizwu ‘three mangos’

CL-one mango
(111) t"ai-daien thaibeg ‘eight cucumbers’
CL-eight cucumber

(9) The morpheme /gan-/ is also used as a numeral classifier to classify the leaf of tree,
plant etc. or some other leaf kind of things in Bodo. The classifier has taken from the noun

/gan/ means ‘feather’.
(1) gan-ba  ddogan ‘five feathers of bird
CL-five bird-feather
(i)  gag-do bip"an bilai ‘six leaves of tree’

CL-six tree leaf

(i)  p"at"wi gan-se ‘one betel’
Betel CL-five
(iv)  bizab gan-t"am ‘three books’

Book CL-three
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(10) The classifier /gur-/ is used to classify the nouns like skin, big cover and flat size. The

classifier is also used as a noun like /bigur/ ‘skin’.

(1) /bigur  gur-nuui ‘two skins’
Skin  CL-two
(i)  t"okt"a gur-se ‘one plank’

Plank CL-one
(11) The classifier /k"on-/ is used to count for bend size small cover or shell.
(i)  bik"n k"6n-nuwi ‘two shells’
Shell CL-two
20. /ag-w  dédodwi  bik"y k"6p-nwi  nu-dwm/
[I-NOM  egg shell CL-two see-PROG
‘I am seeing two shells of bird’s egg.’
(12) The classifier /k"or-/ is used to count a pit of earth, ponds, wells etc.
(1) hak"or k"or-se ‘one hole/ one (small) pond’
hole (small pond) CL-one
(i)  duwik"or k"or-t"am ‘three wells’ (which is made by without cement)

Well CL-three
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(13) The classifier /dun-/ is used to classify a small hole. It is taken from the noun /gu-dan/

means ‘hole’. Only the /day/ is used as a classifier.

(1) gudiy dun-se ‘one hole’
‘hole CL-one
(i)  guduy dup-ba “five holes’

‘hole CL-five

(14) The classifier /gor-/ is used for seeds, coin size and small round objects.

(1) begor gor-se ‘one seed’
Seed CL-one

(i) mai  gor-nu ‘two rice’
Rice CL-two

(iii)  ont"ai gor-brui “four stones

stone CL-four

(15) The classifier /p"an-/ is used to classify the trees and plants.

(1) bip"an phalj-se ‘one tree’
tree CL-one
(i)  laip"an phalj-tham ‘three plants’

plant  CL-one
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(iii)  t"ailer bip"an p"ap-brwi ‘four trees of banana’
Banana tree CL-four
(16) The classifier /t"on-/ is used for standing post.
(1) no k"untiya t"on-brui/ ‘Four house posts’
House post CL-four
(17) The morpheme /bar-/ is used to classity flowers in Bodo.
(1) bibar bar-nui ‘two flowers’
flower CL-two
21./k"ada-yao  golab  bibar bar-t"am  doy/
Basket-LOC rose flower CL-three be
‘There are three rose flowers in the basket.’
3.2. Suffixation

The suffixation process i1s also very important in Bodo language. A number of
suffixes are used in Bodo language in order to create new word classes. They are explained

below with the help of examples.
3.2.1. Formation of passive verbs by suffixation
The suffix /-za/ 1s suffixed to the verb to form the passive verb. The passive verb

formation rule in Bodo Language is ‘verb + passive suffix = passive verb’.
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Verb + Passive Suffix = Passive verb

(1) v£:] + za > zé4-7a
to eat + PASS.SUF. > ‘to be eaten’
() mit" + za > mit"j-za

to know + PASS.SUF. > ‘to be known’

(i1)  gao + za > gao-za

to shoot + PASS.SUF. > ‘to be shot’
(iv)  bao + za > bao-za

to forget + PASS.SUF. > ‘to be forgotten’
(v) bu + za > bu-za

to beat + PASS.SUF. > ‘to be beaten’
(vi)  oOn + za > on-za

to love + PASS.SUF. > ‘to be loved’

Formations of Passive Verb are shown below in the sentences:
22. /t"aizwu-wa an-zuwn Za-za-gumn/
mango-NOM. I-INST. eat-PASS -FUT.

‘The mango will be eaten by me.’
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23. /bi-yw an-zwn mit"i-za-bai
he/she-NOM [-INST know-PASS-PERF.
‘He has been known to me.’

24. /muwider-a plolan-zwy  gao-za-bai/

elephant-NOM hunter-INST eat-PASS-PERF
‘The elephant has been shot by the hunter.’

3.2.2. Formation of Permissive verb by suffixation

The suffix /-hw/ is affixed with the main verb to form a permissive verb in Bodo

Language.
Verb + Permissive Suffix > Permissive Verb
(1) soy + hw > so6n-hw
to cook +PERM.SUF. > ‘permit to cook’
(i)  thap + hw > t"an-huw
to go + PERM.SUF > ‘permit to go/let (him) go’
(111)  muwsa + hwa > musa-hw
to dance +PERM.SUF. > ‘permit to dance’
(1v)  sdo + huw > sdo-hw
to burn + PERM.SUF.> ‘allow to burn’
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(v) gan + hw > gan-hw
to wear + PERM.SUF. > ‘allow to wear’

Sentences of formation of permissive verb by suffixation are given below:

25. /bi-k"umu s6n-hu/
he-ACC cook-PERM
‘Let him cook.’

26. /aphadgiri-ya bi-k"wu  maok"o-wao p"wi-hu-bai/
President-NOM he-ACC  office-LOC  come-PERM-PERF
“The president has permitted him to come to the office.’

27. /bunt"igiri-ya laimwn  hanza-k"wu  musa-huw-bai/
anchor-NOM damsel  group-ACC dance-PERM-PERF
‘Anchor has permitted the damsel group to dance.’

3.2.3. Formation of Noun by suffixation

There are many types of nominalizer functioning as suffixes realised in Bodo
Language. These are discussed below.

3.2.3.1. Formation of Agentive Noun by suffixation

Agentive nouns are formed in Bodo from simple verbs by adding the suffixes/-gra/,
/-gir1/ and /-yari/ to the verbal base. /-gra/ is the most productive nominalizer in the
language. For example:
Verb +  Nominalizer Suffix = Agentive Noun
(1) mao + gra > mao-gra
to work + NMLZ.SUF. > ‘worker’
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(i)  p'an + gra > p"an-gra

to sell +NMLZ.SUF. > ‘seller’
(i1)  gele + gra > gele-gra
to play + NMLZ.SUF > ‘player’
(iv)  luy + gra > luun-gra
to drink + NMLZ.SUF. > ‘drinker’
(v) v£:] + gra > zé4-gra
to eat + NMLZ.SUF. > ‘eater’

The suffix /-giri/ is an agentive nominalizer. The suffix /-giri/ is used to denote the

special good quality of any person and it shows also respect when added to the verb.

()  p"wrupy + giri > pwrw-giri
to teach + NMLZ.SUF. > ‘teacher’
(11) swrzi + giri > swrzi-giri
to create + NMLZ.SUF. > ‘creator’
(i)  k"up + giri > kMup-giri
to rule + NMLZ.SUF > ‘ruler’

The meaning of the /-yari/ is ‘agentive and the action is being continued’.

(1) bibai + yari > bibai-yari

to beg +NMLZ.SUF. > ‘beggar’

76



(1)  daobai + yari > daobai-yari
to tour +NMLZ.SUF. > ‘tourist’
(1)  sibi + yari > sibi-yari
to worship + NMLZ.SUF > ‘worshiper’
3.2.3.2. Formation of Verbal Noun by Suffixation

Verbal nouns in Bodo are derived from the verbs by adding derivative suffixes

/-nai/ and /-t"ai/.
Verb + Nominalizer Suffix = Verbal Noun
The suffix /-nai/:
(1) za + nat > za-nai
to eat + NMLZ.SUF. > ‘eating’
(11) la + nan > la-nai
to take + NMLZ.SUF. > ‘taking’
(1) mao + nai > mao-nai
to do + NMLZ.SUF. > ‘doing’
The suffix /-t"ai/:
i) na  + thai > nu-t"ai

to see + NMLZ.SUF > ‘scenery’
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(i)  k"ar + tai > k"ar-t"ai
torun + NMLZ.SUF.> ‘running’

(i) zan + thai > zéan-t"ai
to far + NMLZ.SUF. > ‘distance’

3.2.3.3. The suffix /-sali/ forms Concrete Noun from Verb

The bound morpheme /-sali/ is also a nominalizer suffix which forms a concrete

noun in Bodo and it represents ‘a place’.

(1) phorai + sali > phorai-sali
to read + NMLZ.SUF. > ‘school’
(i)  dint"i + sali > dint"i-sali

show/to exhibit + NMLZ.SUF > ‘exhibition hall’
(i)  Kk"erai + sali > kPerai-sali
to worship bat"wu + NMLZ.SUF. > A place where worships the God Bathuu’
3.2.3.4. The suffix/-gra/ forms Noun from Passive and Causative Verb

In Bodo, the suffix /-gra/ not only forms a noun from the simple verb but it also

forms from the passive verbs as well as causative verbs respectively.

Passive verbs in Bodo are derived from verbal base by adding passivalizer suffix
/-za/ and these passive verb leads to the formation of a noun by adding derivational suffix
/-gra/.
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Passive Verb + Nominalizer Suffix = Noun
(1) buza + gra > buza-gra
to be beaten + NMLZ.SUF. > ‘the one who is beaten by someone’
(i)  homza + gra > homza-gra
to be caught + NMLZ.SUF. > ‘the one who is caught by someone’
A Sentence of the suffix /~gra/ forms noun from passive verbs
28. /bu-gra arw  bu-za-gra sa-nuwi-buw mel-ao pwi-duy/
beat-NMLZ and beat-PASS-NMLZ CL-two-INCL.P. meeting-LOC come-PROG
‘A beater and who is beaten by (him), both are present in the meeting.’

The following examples are given to show the difference between forming nouns from

simple verb and passive verbs.

Simple verb Passive verb

/bu-gra/ ‘beater’ /buza-gra/ ‘the one who is beaten by the beater’
/bun-gra/ ‘speaker’ /bunza-gra/ ‘the one who is said by the speaker’
/rai-gra/ ‘scolder’ /raiza-gra/ ‘the one who is scolded by the scolder’

Most of the causative verbs are derived by adding prefixes in Bodo, these causative verbs

are also led to the formation of a noun by adding derivational suffix/-gra/.

79



Causative Verb + Nominalizer Suffix = Noun

(1) p"wzwb + gra > p"wzwb-gra

make complete + NMLZ.SUF. > ‘the one who makes complete’
(i)  swgab + gra > swigéb-gra

cause to cry +NMLZ.SUF. > ‘the one who causes to cry someone’
(iii)  p"wran + gra > p"wran-gra

make dry’ + NMLZ.SUF > ‘the one who makes dry (the fish)’

The following examples are given for showing the difference between forming nouns from

simple verb and causative verbs.

Simple verb Causative verb
/zwib-gra/ ‘the one which becomes end’ /p"wizwb-gra/ ‘the one who makes complete’
/gab-gra/ “crier/the one who cries’ /swigéb-gra/ ‘the one who makes to cry someone’
/ran-gra/ ‘the one which becomes dry’ /p"wrangra/ ‘the one who make dry (fish)’
/mao-gra/ ‘the one which becomes a heeling’ /suumdo-gra/ ‘the one who makes a jerking’
3.2.3.5. The suffix /-nai/ forms Noun from Passive and Causative Verb

The suffix / nai/ also derives nouns from passive and causative verbs as well.
Forming noun from passive verb:

Passive verb + Nominalizer suffix = Noun

(1) k"aoza + nai > k"aoza-nai

to be stolen + NMLZ.SUF.> ‘the one who has been stolen by somebody’
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(i)  garza + nai > garza-nai

to be rejected +NMLZ.SUF. > ‘the one who has been rejected by someone’

(i)  buza + nai > buza-nai

to be beaten + NMLZ.SUF. > ‘the one who has been beaten by someone’

Formation noun from simple verb and passive verb:

Simple verb Passive verb

/k"a0-nai/ ‘stealing’ /k"a0za-nai/ ‘the one who has been stolen by someone’
/gar-nai/ ‘rejecting’ /garza-nai/ ‘the one who has been rejected by somebody’
/p"an-nai/ ‘selling’ /p"anza-nai/ ‘the one who has been sold by somebody’

Forming noun from Causative verb:

Causative verb + Nominalizer suffix = Noun

(1) sig1 + nai > sigi-nai

make fear + NMLZ.SUF > ‘frightening’
()  pwzwb + nai > p"wzwi-nai

make grow  + NMLZ.SUF.> ‘a growing by making’
(i)  pwt'wi + nai > ‘p"wthuri-nai’

cause to die/ kill + NMLZ.SUF. >  ‘killing’
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These nouns are also different from the derived nouns of the simple verb.

Simple verb Causative verb

/gi-nai/ ‘act of fear’ /sigi-nai/ ‘frightening’

/dob-nai/ ‘bending’ /p"odob-nai/ ‘a bending by making’

/zwru-nai/ ‘growing’ /p"wizui-nai/ ‘a growing by making’

/zo-nai/ ‘sitting’ /p"0zo-nai/ ‘a sitting which is helping by someone’

3.2.4. Formation of Adjective by suffixation

There are many bound morphemes found in Bodo which can derive adjectives by

suffixation process.

3.2.4.1. Formation of Adjective from Verb by Suffixation

In Bodo, there are different types of suffixes used to derive adjectives from the

different verbal bases.

(1)The suffix /-Iu/ derives adjectives from verbs. For example: /rogzalu sengra/ ‘joyful

young boy’, /dumuuilu san/ ‘cloudy day’, /swirzilu guisw/ ‘creative mind’ etc.

Verb + Adjectivalizer suffix = Adjective

(1) ronza + lu > ronza-lu

to enjoy + ADJLZ.SUF.>  ‘joyful/joyous (male)’
(1)  dwmun + lu > durmuui-lu

to cloud + ADJLZ.SUF. > ‘cloudy’
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(iii)

(iv)

swrzi + lu > surzi-lu

to create + ADJLZ.SUF. > ‘creative’
bwhuwui + Iu > ‘buwhwi-10’
to flow + ADJLZ.SUF > ‘flowing’

(2) The suffix /-slu/ attaches with the verb base to form an adjective in the language, e.g.

/minislu mLukhalj/ ‘smiley face’, /lazislu sik"la/ ‘shameful girl’.

(i)

Verb + Adjectivalizer Suffix = Adjective

minit + slu > mini-slu
to smile +ADJLZ.SUF. > ‘smiley’
lazi + slu > lazi-slu

to shame + ADJLZ.SUF. > ‘shameful’

(3) The suffix /-dwb/ denotes ‘slightly having’, it attaches to the verbs to form adjectives

in Bodo language. For example: /si-dub zaiga/ ‘slightly wet place/ damp place’, /si-dub

zi/ ‘damp cloth’, /sun-dwb k"ont"ai/ ‘short poetry/ brief poetry’, /rui-dwb bedor/

‘slightly soft meat’.

(i)

Verb + Adjectivalizer Suffix = Adjective
si + dub > si-dwb
to get wet + ADJLZ.SUF > ‘slightly wet/ moist/ damp’

sur + dwb > sun-dwb

to be short  +ADJLZ.SUF. > ‘slightly short/ brief’
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(11)  hai + dwb > hai-dwb (haidwb no)
to be down/to lower +ADJLZ.SUF. > ‘short stature (the short stature house)’

(v) p"é + dub > p"é-dub

to be intoxicated + ADJLZ.SUF. > ‘slightly drunk’
(v) rui + dub > rui-dwb

to be soft + ADJLZ.SUF. > ‘slightly soft’
(vi) lir + dwb > lir-dwb

to be heavy  +ADJLZ.SUF. > ‘slightly weighty’

(vi) k"a + dub > k"a-dwb/ k"at"wb/ k"at"w

to be bitter + ADJLZ.SUF.>  ‘slightly bitter taste’

(4)The suffix /-k"ren/ derives adjective from the verb /ham/, e.g. /ham-k"ren hinzao/ ‘ugly

thin woman’, /ham-k"ren sik"la/ ugly thin girl’ etc. It uses to show more reduced in

negative sense of the Bodo Language.

For example:

Verb + Adjectivalizer suffix = Adjective
(1) ham + k'ren > ham-k"ren

to reduce (health) + ADJLZ.SUF.> ‘ugly thin’
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(5) The suffix /-k"wir/ attaches with the /swum/ verb to derive adjective, e.g. /surm-k"wr
mithigga/ ‘dark green colour of nature’, /sum-k"wir somaina/ ‘slightly black beauty’,
/sum-K"wir somaina sengra/ ‘slightly black handsome young boy’, etc. The suffix use in

positive sense and indicates ‘little bit’ or ‘slightly’.
Verb + Adjectivalizer suffix = Adjective
(1) swum + K'wr > swm-k"wr
to blacken/ to darken + ADJLZ.SUF > ‘slightly black/ dark green’

(6) The suffix/-geo/ uses to attach with the verb /p"ur/ to form an adjective. It indicates
‘having more than necessary’, e.g. /p"ir-geo sik"la/ ‘pale-white colour of girl/ too much

white girl’, /p™ar-geo muwk"an/ ‘pale-white colour of face/ too much white face’.

Verb + Adjectivalizer suffix = Adjective
(1) p"ar + gew > pur-gew
whiten + ADJLZ.SUF > ‘pale-white/ more white’

(7) The bound morpheme /-bur/ also can derive adjective from the verb /dun/. For

example:/dungbur wmk"am/ ‘medium hot rice’, /dunbur dwi/ ‘medium hot water’.

Verb + Adjectivalizer suffix = Adjective
(1) duny + bur > dun-bur
to heat + ADJLZ.SUF.> ‘medium hot (warm for drinking/eating)’
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(8)This suffix /-drum/ attaches with the verb /p™ar/ to derive adjective, e.g. /p™ir-drwn

muwswiu/ ‘a little white cow/ whitish cow’.
Verb + Adjectivalizer suffix = Adjective
(1) par + drun > p"ur-drum
to whiten + Suf. > ‘whitish’

(9) The suffix /-dény/ can derive adjective from the verb /1do/ in Bodo. /-déy/ is a substance
of /140/, 1t indicates ‘pretty’ or ‘nice’. For example: /ldo-dén asi/ ‘nice long finger’, /ldo-

dén mula/ ‘nice long radish’ etc.
Verb + Adjectivalizer suffix = Adjective
(1) lao + dég > lao-dén
to be long + ADJLZ.SUF. > ‘nice long’

(10) The suffix /-ley/ 1s attached with the root /ba/ to form an adjective in Bodo. For
example: /ba-len sik"la/ ‘pretty thin girl/ slim girl’. It is used to show adjective ‘thin’ in

positive sense.
Verb + Adjectivalizer suffix = Adjective
(1) ba + len > ba-ley
be thin + ADJLZ.SUF. > ‘pretty thin’

(11) The suffix /-16/is added with a few verbs to form an adjective in Bodo. It indicates the
‘unsuitable having’, e.g. /dui-16 wink"ri/‘tasteless sweet curry’, /dwi-16 saha/, ‘tasteless

sweet tea’, /sonk"ribab-16 un]khri/ ‘tasteless salty curry’.
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Verb + Adjectivalizer suffix = Adjective

(1) dwi + 16 > dwi-16

sweeten + ADJLZ.SUF. > ‘tasteless sweet’
(1)  bab + 16 > bab-16

to be salty +ADJLZ.SUF > ‘tasteless salty’

(12) The suffix /-t"an/ also indicates ‘unsuitable having’ and uses only to affix with the
verb /k"wi/ to form adjective in the language, e.g. /k"wii-t"an t"aizwu/ ‘tasteless sour
mango fruit’, /k™uri-t"an buigri/ ‘tasteless sour plum’, /k"wi-t"an wyk"ri/ ‘tasteless sour

curry’.
Verb + Adjectivalizer suffix = Adjective
(1) K"wi + than > K"wi-t"an
to be sour + ADJLZ.SUF. > ‘tasteless sour/ uncomfortable sour’

(13) The suffix /-do/ 1s added with the verb /supy/ to form adjective in Bodo, e.g. /sun-do
solo/ ‘short story’. /sun/ is a verb ‘to be short’, /-do/ is the suffix and it denotes ‘a little

gap’ or ‘little bit period’.
Verb + Adjectivalizer suffix = Adjective
(1) sur + do > sup-do

to be short + ADJLZ.SUF. > short
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(14) The suffix /-ran/ or /-rey/ attaches with the verb /za/ to form adjective, for example,
/za-ray t"aizwu/ ‘reddish mango fruit’, /za-ren k"omla/ ‘reddish orange’, /za-rey lisu/

‘reddish litchi’, /za-rag san/ ‘the Sun slightly red colour’
Verb + Adjectivalizer suffix = Adjective
(1) /za + rag/réy > za-ran/ za-réy
to be red + ADJL'Z.SUF. >  ‘slightly red/ reddish’

(15) The suffix /-diya/ or /-siya/ also makes an adjective by adding to the verb /bao/. For

example, /bao-diya got"o/ ‘forgetful child’, /bao-siya sengra/ ‘forgetful young boy’ etc.
Verb + Adjectivalizer suffix = Adjective
(1) bao  +siya/diya > bao-siya/ bao-diya
to forget+ ADJLZ.SUF. > ‘forgetful’

3.2.4. 2. Formation of Adjectives from Noun by Suffixation

Only a few adjectives in Bodo are derived from the noun base by adding
derivational suffixes/-bru/, /-bran/, /-sru/, /-ri/. The suffixes are the adjectivalizer having a
de-nominal function.

Noun + Adjctivalizer suffix = Adjective

(1) ha + bru > ha-bru
soil + (ADJLZ.SUF.) watery > ‘muddy’

(i) dum + bran > dui-brang
water + (ADJLZ.SUF.) substance > ‘liquid’
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(1)  dun + sru > duri-sru

water  + (ADJLZ.SUF.) substance> ‘watery taste’
(iv)  haina + ri > haina-ri
beauty + (ADJLZ.SUF.) substance> ‘beautiful/attractive’

3.2.4. 3. Formation of Adjective from Adjective by suffixation

The suffix /-brun/ is added with the adjectives base to show the diminution of
adjectives in Bodo. It indicates the ‘slightly having’ or ‘less having’. For example: /guza-

brum mwswu/ ‘reddish cow’, /gazri-bruim gotho/ ‘a little bad child’.

Adjective + Suffix = Adjective
(1) guiza + bruum > guiza-bruum

red + (SUF.)less > ‘reddish/ slightly red’
(i)  gut"ap + bruum > gut"ag-bruum

green + (SUF.) slightly > ‘slightly green’
(1)  gazri + bruum > gazri-broum

bad + (SUF.) slightly > ‘slightly bad/ a little bad’
(iv)  geder + bruum > geder-bruum

big + (SUF.) less > ‘a little big/ slightly big’
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The suffix /-bruum/ can also attach with simple verbs to form complex verb in Bodo

Language.
Verb + Suffix > Complex Verb
(1) si + bruum > si-brouum
to be wet + (SUF.) slightly > ‘to wet slightly’
(11) swm + bruum > stwm-brum
to be black + (SUF.) slightly > ‘to blacken slightly’
(ii1)  mao + bruum > mao-bruum

to work + (SUF.) slightly > ‘to work slightly’

The following sentences have been cited below to show the difference between adjective

and verb of the Bodo language.
29. /bé-yw ma-se gwiza-bruum muwsuu/
this-NOM CL-one red-slightly  cow
“This is a reddish cow.’
30./bé  zi-k"wwu guit"an-brum na-yw/
this  cloth-ACC  green-slightly look-HAB

“The cloth looks slightly green.’
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31. /zi-ya si-brurm-duwm/
cloth-NOM  wet-slightly-PROG
‘The cloth is getting wet slightly’

32. /bini muwk"an-a sum-brurm-duiy/
his/her face-NOM  blacken-slightly-PROG
‘His/her face is getting slightly black.’

3.2.4.4. Adjective of comparison by suffixation

Generally, an adjective of comparison is divided into three types; they are positive,

comparative and superlative degree.
(1) Positive degree

The positive degree is the normal form of adjectives in Bodo. It remains unmarked.

(1) gulao ‘long’
(11) gusun ‘short’
(iii)  gutay ‘green’
(iv)  gaham ‘“fine’
33. /bé-yu go-se guwlao  no/
this-NOM CL-one long house

“This is a long house.’
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(2) Comparative degree

The comparative degree is formed by adding suffix /-sin/ to the adjective and the
comparative particle /-K"rui/ is preceded the adjective. The /-k"rui/ is added to the comparer

(1.e. noun or pronoun) with preceding genitive marker /-ni/.

Positive Comparative
(1) guzwu ‘tall’ gwzwu-sin ‘taller’
(1)  muwzay ‘good’ muwzan-sin ‘better’
(1)  geder ‘big’ geder-sin  ‘bigger’

Sentences are shown below in connection to the Comparative Degree.
34. /roze-ya rita-ni-k"rui guizwu-sin/
Roze-NOM  Rita-GEN-COM.P.  tall-COM
‘Roze is taller than Rita.’
35. /bi-yw nun-ni-k"rui muwizan-sin/
He/she-NOM you-GEN-COM.P.  good-COM
‘He/she is better than you.’
36. /maozi-ya mandab-ni-k"rui geder-sin/
cat-NOM squirrel-GEN-COM.P big-COM

‘Cat is bigger than squirrel.’
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(3) Superlative degree

Superlative degree can be formed by using different methods in Bodo. These are

given below:

The superlative degree is expressed by the suffix /-t"ar/ in Bodo. It is added to the

adjective with preceding comparative marker /-sin/ to denote the superlative Degree.

Comparative Superlative
(1) guirtup-sin - ‘more intelligent’ gumug-sin-thar ‘most intelligent’
(1)  mwzag-sin  ‘better’ muuzan-sin-t"ar ‘best’
(111)  geder-sin ‘bigger geder-sin-t"ar ‘biggest’

Sentences are shown below for the superlative Degree:

37. /bi-yw gurwn-sin-t"ar/
he/she-NOM  intelligent-COM-SUP
‘He/she is the most intelligent’

38. /zunu-wa biswr-ni madao muuzan-sin-t"ar/
Zunu-NOM  they-GEN.  among good-COM-SUP
‘Zunu is the best among them.’

39./bé  oma-ya geder-sin-t"ar/
this  pig-NOM big-COM-SUP
“This is the biggest pig.’
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Superlative degree can also be formed without adding superlative marker in Bodo.
While making comparison, the comparative particle /-k"rui/ is added to the some word
signifying ‘all” with preceding genitive marker /-ni/ and following inclusive particle /-bur/.

And the comparative marker 1s attached to the adjective. For example:

40. /bi-yw boi-ni-k"rui-bu somaina-sin sik"la/
she-NOM all-GEN-COM.P.-INCL.P.  beautiful-COM. girl
‘She is the most beautiful girl.’

41. /laisri-ya gao-swr-ni  madao  boi-ni-k"rui-bur guzwu-sin/
Laisri-NOM  self-PL-GEN. among all-GEN-COM.P-INCL.P. tall-COM.

‘Laisri is the tallest girl among them.’
3.2.5. Formation of Adverb by suffixation

There are two categories realised in Bodo language regarding the formation of
Adverbs by suffixation namely Adverbs of Manner and Location. These are explained
below.
3.2.5.1. Formation of Adverb of Manners by suffixation

Manner adverbs in Bodo are derived from adjective base by simply adding the
derivative suffix /-wi/. The /-wi/ is a regular Adverb suffix having a de-adjectival function.
It also shows here that the /-wii/ is replace by /-ywi/ if the adjective ends with vowel
phoneme.

Adjective + Adverb Suffix= Adverb

(1) guibrab + wi > gubrab-uri

difficult + ADV.SUF. > difficultly
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(1)  muzay + wi > muizarn-wi

nice/good + ADV.SUF. > ‘nicely’
(i11)  gwswm + wi > guswm-ui
black + ADV.SUF. > blackly
(v)  guk"ruy + wi > guk"rum-wi
strong + ADV.SUF. > ‘strongly’
(v)  thab + wi > thab-wi
quick + ADV.SUF. > ‘quickly’
(vi)  gazri + wi > gazri-yuri
bad + ADV.SUF. > ‘badly’
(vil)  lasun + wi > laswri-yuri
slow + ADV.SUF. > ‘slowly’

The following sentences are shown that how to use the manner of adverb in Bodo

language.
42. /bi-ywr zwbwr guibrab-uri naza-dwm-muin/
he-NOM very difficult-ADV try-PROG-PST

‘He was trying very difficultly.’

43. Jap"a-ya solo-k"wu mwzag-wi  kK'int"a-yw/
my father-NOM story-ACC nice-ADV  tell-HAB
‘My father tells the story nicely.’

95



3.2.5.2. Formation of Locative Adverb by suffixation

Locative adverbs in Bodo are formed by adding /-ao/ morpheme to the noun or
pronoun or adjectives. The suffix indicates the ‘location’. It also notice here that when the

/-ao/ 1s added to the vowel ending noun or pronouns in that case it is replaced by /-yao/.

Locative adverbs from noun:

Noun + Locative marker =Locative Adverb

(1) ok'rap + ao > ok"ran-ao
sky + LOC > ‘in the sky’
(1)  hazw + ao > hazwi-ao

hill + LOC > ‘in the hill’
(i) lwitw + a0 > lwit"w-a0
ocean + LOC > ‘in the ocean’

In the following example, the locative adverb /ok"ran-ao/ ‘in the sky’ modifies the verb
/birdum/ “flying’, it also answers the question where is the bird flying, the bird is flying

Jok"ran-ao/ “in the sky’.
44. /ddo-wa ok"rag-ao  bir-du/
bird-NOM  sky-LOC fly-PROG

“The bird is flying in the sky’
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Locative adverbs from pronoun:

Pronoun + Locative marker = Locative Adverb

(1) bé + ao > bé-yao
this + LOC > ‘here’

(11)  buri + ao > buri-yao
that + LOC > ‘there’

(i11)  bobé + ao > bobé-yao
which + LOC > ‘where’

Locative adverb from adjective:

Adjective + Locative marker = Locative Adverb

(1) sa + ao > sa-yao
upper + LOC > ‘up there’
(11) sin + ao > sin-ao
inner + LOC > ‘down there/ under’
(1)  gahar + ao > gahdi-yao
down + LOC > ‘in the below’
(v) KkKhathi + ao > k"at"i-yao
near + LOC > ‘nearby’
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3.2.6. Negation by suffixation

The Negation i1s made by suffixation process. Generally, negation 1s formed from

the verbs, causative verbs and also from the Adjectives

3.2.6.1. Negation of Noun by suffixation

When the bound morpheme /-uri/ 1s added to the verb, it gives negative meaning as
well as verbal noun in Bodo. The /-wii/ can derive the negative nouns from simple verbs
and causative verbs. It also shows here that if the verb is ended with vowel phoneme, the /-

uai/ 1s replaced by /-yui/.

Negation of noun from simple verb by suffixation:

Verb + Negative Suffix =Noun (Negative)

(1) gab  + i > gab-urni

cry + NEG.SUF. > ‘a rejection of crying/ not crying’
(1) gar + url > gar-un

to leave + NEG.SUF. > ‘not leaving’
(i) pwt®ai+ Wi > p wit"ai-yuiri

believe + NEG.SUF. > ‘not believing’

Generally, verbal nouns in Bodo are formed by adding /-nai/ to the simple verb on

the other hand the morpheme /-u1i/ makes an opposite meaning of the verbal nouns.
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Verbal Noun Vs Negative Noun

/géb-nai/ ‘crying’ /géb-ti/ ‘a rejection of crying/ not crying’
/gar-nai/ ‘leaving’ /gar-wi/ ‘not leaving’
/p"wit"ai-nai/ ‘believing’ /p"wit"ai-yisi/ ‘not believing’

Example in sentence:

45. [gar-nai eba  gar-wi-ya nwm-ni thank"i/
leave-NMLZ. or leave-NEG-NOM you-GEN decision
‘Leaving or not leaving (that) is your decision.’

Negation of noun from causative verb by suffixation:

Causative verb + Negative Suffix = Negative Noun

()  p"wzwb + Wi > p"wzwb-ti

make complete + NEG.SUF. > ‘not completion/incompletion’
(i)  p"wt'ap + I > p"wit"an-tii

preserve + NEG.SUF. > ‘not preservation’
(111)  swrmao + Il > swmao-uri

cause to jerk + NEG.SUF. > ‘not jerking’
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3.2.6.2. Negation of Adjective by suffixation

The suffix /-un/ i1s used to add to the adjective to form an opposite/negative
meaning of the adjective. It must also be mentioned here that the negative suffix /-uai/ only
can be added which adjectives are derived by adding /t"ao/ morpheme. The /t"ao/ is

replaced by /t"aw/ if the/-ti/ is added. For example:

Adjective + Negative Suffix = Negative Adjective

()  lwpt"ao + Wi > lunt"aw-ti
drinkable + NEG.SUF > ‘undrinkable’

(i)  hat"ao + Wi > hat"aw-tiri
possible + NEG.SUF. > ‘impossible’

(i)  p"wt"ait"ao + i > p"witait"aw-tii

believable + NEG.SUF. > ‘unbelievable’

(iv)  zat"ao + i > zat"aw-ti
probable + NEF.SUF. > ‘improbable’
(v) phwrmaithao + ur > phwrmaithaw-u'li

expressible + NEG.SUF. > ‘Inexpressible’
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3.2.6.3. Negation of Verb by suffixation

The bound morpheme /-a/ is the most productive negative suffix in Bodo which
attached to verbs to form the negation in this language. When /-a/ is added to the vowel
ending verbs in that case it is replaced by /-ya/ or /-wa/. The /-a/ is replaced by /-ya/ if the
verb is ended with /a, e, 1/ vowel and replaced by /-wa/ if the verb is ended with /o, u/

vowel phonemes. But /-a/ can be added with /w/ vowel ending verbs.

The negative suffix /-a/ occurs with consonant ending of verb form.

Verb + Negative suffix = Negation of verb.
(1) zZu + a > ZuI-a

to kick + NEG.SUF. > ‘do not kick’
)  t'w + a > t"w-a

to enough + NEG.SUF. > ‘not enough’
(1)  swb + a > swb-a

to smoke + NEG.SUF. > ‘do not smoke’
(v)  k"ar + a > k"ar-a

to run + NEG.SUF. > ‘do not run’
v)  k'wb + a > k"wb-a

to cover + NEG.SUF. > ‘do not cover’

101



(vi)

(vii)

hab
to enter
p"ob

to bury

+NEG.SUF.

+NEG.SUF.

> hab-a
> ‘do not enter’
> p'ob-a

> “‘do not bury/ do not cover up with the earth’

The negative suffix /-ya/ occurs with /a, e, i/ vowel ending of verb form.

(1)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

(V)

(vi)

la

to take

to pluck

swba

to slap

the

to block (water) +NEG.SUF.

de

+ a
+ NEG.SUF.
+ a
+ NEG.SUF.
+ a
+ NEG.SUF.
+ a
+ NEG.SUF.
+ a

> la-ya

> ‘do not take/ does not take’
> thé-ya

> ‘do not stay’

> k"a-ya

>*‘do not pluck’ (I did not pluck the mango)

> swiba-ya

> ‘do not slap’

> the-ya

> ‘do not block (water)’
> de-ya

to dash (by hammer) + NEG.SUF.> ‘do not dash’
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(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

gl + a > gi-ya
to fear + NEG.SUF. > ‘do not fear’
si + a > si-ya
to wet + NEG.SUF. > ‘do not wet’
zi + a > zi-ya

to rend/ to tear + NEG.SUF.

\

‘do not rend/ do not tear’

The negative suffix /-wa / occurs with /o, u/ vowel ending of verb form.

(1)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

go + a > go-wa

to hatch + NEG.SUF. > ‘do not hatch’

go + a > go-wa

to release/ to free/ to out + NEG.SUF > ‘do not release/ do not out’
z0 + a > z0-wa

to tear into pieces + NEG.SUF. > ‘do not tear (into pieces)’
SO + a > sO-wa

to piece/ to section

gu

to strip/ to take off

+ NEG.SUF > ‘do not piece/ do not section’

+ a > gu-wa

+ NEG.SUF > ‘do not strip/ do not take off’
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(vi)  bu

to swell

(vii) sa

to wash

+ NEG.SUF.

+ NEG.SUF.

> bu-wa

\Y

‘do not swell’

> su-wa

\Y

‘do not wash’

It also shows here that if the /-a/ is added with /ao, eo, 1u/ diphthongs ended verbs

in that case the /ao/ diphthong is changed by /aw/, /eo/ 1s changed by /ew/ and /iu/ 1s

changed by /iw/. On the other hand, if the /-a/ is added with /uu/ diphthong ending of verb,

/-a/ 1s replaced by /-wa/. If /-a/ 1s affixed with /wi, ai/ diphthongs ending of verb at that

time /-a/ 1s replaced by /-ya/.

Examples of /ao, eo, iu/ diphthongs ending of verb form:

(1) bao

to forget
(1)  zéo

to dig
(i1)  geo

to open
(iv)  seo

to rot

+ NEG.SUF.

+ NEG.SUF.

+ NEG.SUF.

+ NEG.SUF.
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‘do not forget’

Zaw-a

‘do not dig’

gew-a

‘do not open'

SCw-a

‘do not rot’



(v) miziu + a > miziw-a

to numb + NEG.SUF. > ‘do not numb’
(vi)  hasiu + a > hasiw-a
to sneeze + NEG.SUF. > ‘do not sneeze’

Examples of /uiu/ diphthong ending of verb form:

(1) buru + a > buu-wa

to cut + NEG.SUF. > ‘do not cut’
(11) zuu + a > Zwu-wa

to grow + NEG.SUF. > ‘do not grow’

Examples of /i, ai/ diphthongs ending of verb form:

() p'wi + a > p'wi-ya
to come + NEG.SUF. > ‘do not come’
()  twi + a > t"wi-ya
to die + NEG.SUF. > ‘do not die’
(1)  gat + a > gai-ya
to plant (paddy) + NEG.SUF. > ‘do not plant’ (do not plant paddy)
(iv)  bai + a > bai-ya
to break + NEG.SUF. > ‘do not break’
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In Bodo, the suffix /-a/ can also be added to auxiliary verbs to form a negation.

(1) noy + a > noy-a

be + NEG.SUF. > ‘am not/ is not/ are not’
(i)  ha + a > ha-ya

can +NEG.SUF. > ‘can not’
(1)  gui  + a > guii-ya

be +NEG.SUF. > ‘have not/ has not’

The following sentences are given below to show how to make a negation by suffix in

Bodo Language.

46./an  p'isa  bol-k"wu zui-a/
I small football-ACC. kick-NEG.
‘I do not kick the small football.’

47. /bi-ywr sigaret swb-a/
he-NOM cigarette smoke-NEG
‘He does not smoke (a) cigarette.’

48. /got"o-wa bip"a-k"wu gi-ya/
child-NOM  his father-ACC fear-NEG

‘The child does not fear his father.’
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49. /bé-yw muwizan t"aizwu non-a/
this-NOM good mango be (is)-NEG
“This is not a good mango.’
3.2.7. Formation of Complex Verb by suffixation

There are many bound morphemes found in Bodo which are easily suffixed to the
simple verbs to derive complex verbs. While these morphemes are added, the verbs do not

change its grammatical class and derive new lexeme. These are discussed below:

(1) The bound morpheme /-bao/ suffixes to the verb to denote ‘a little more again’ or

‘again’.
Verb +  Suffix = Complex Verb
(1) il + bao > lu-bao
to build + SUF. > ‘build (one) more again’
(11) nai + bao > nai-bao
tolook + SUF. > ‘look (once) more again’

(11)  buy + bao > bun-bao

tospeak + SUF. > ‘speak (once) more again’
Gv) tha + bao > t"4-bao
tostay + SUF. > ‘stay (a little ) more again’
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The sentence examples are shown below formation of suffix /-bao/.
50. /ag-yu no gon-se Ii-bao-gun/
[-NOM house CL-one build-SUF .-FUT.
‘I shall build a house once more again.’
51. /bi-yw k"eb-se bun-bao-gun/
He-NOM CL-one speak-SUF.-FUT
‘He will speak once more again.’

(2) The suffix /-brob/ attaches to the verbs to indicate ‘a very short time’ or

‘immediacy’.
Verb +  Suffix = Complex Verb
(1) za +  brob > za-brob
‘toeat’” + SUF. > ‘eat within a very short time’
(1)  lap + brob > lan-brob
take away + SUF. > ‘take away immediately’

(3) The suffix /-drai/ is also added to the verb to show ‘more than necessary’ or ‘too

much’.
Verb +  Suffix = Complex Verb
()  k'ar +  drai > k"ar-drai
‘torun” + SUF. > ‘to run more than necessary’
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(11) luuy + drai > lwun-drai
todrink + SUF. > ‘drink too much’

(4) The bound morpheme /-dla/ adds to the verbs to denotes ‘unnecessarily’ or ‘action

of without any purpose’.

Verb +  Suffix = Complex Verb
(1) la + dla > la-dla
‘to take® + SUF. > ‘to take unnecessarily’
(1)  rai + dla > rai-dla
toscold + SUF. > ‘to scold without any purpose’

(5) The suffix /-dao/ indicates for ‘making habit’ or ‘making experience’.

Verb +  Suffix = Complex Verb
(1) i + dao > lup-dao

todrink + SUF. > ‘drink for making habit’
(11) swb + dao > swib-dao

to smoke + SUF. > ‘smoke for making habit’
Gi) tag +  dao > t"an-dao

g0 + SUF. > ‘go for experience’
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(iv) thabai + dao > t"abai-dao

towalk + SUF > ‘walk for experience’

A sentence example is given below the formation of suffix /-dao/.

52. /laodum-a danw zuiu  lwny-dao-bai/
Laodum-NOM now wine drink-for making habit-PERF.
‘Laodum has made habit of wine at now.’

(6) The suffix /-gru/ is attached to the verbs to indicate ‘first’ or ‘firstly’.

Verb +  Suffix = Complex Verb
(1) dun  + g > dwn-gru

to keep + SUF. > ‘keep first’
(11) €0 + grum > eo-gru

tofry + SUF. > “fry firstly’

(1) na + grw > nu-gru

to see + SUF. > ‘see first’

(7) The bound morpheme /-zen/ is also added to the verbs to denote ‘at the beginning’

or ‘starting’. For example:

Verb +  Suffix = Complex Verb
(1) hom + zen > hém-zen
tocatch + SUF. > ‘start to catch’
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(i)  buy + zen > buy-zen

tospeak + SUF. > ‘begin to speak’

(8) The suffix /-zlai/ signifies ‘mutually’ or ‘doing each other’.

Verb +  Suffix = Complex Verb
(1) on + zlar > on-zlai

tolove +  SUF. > ‘love each other’
(1)  rai +  zlaa > rai-zlai

to converse + SUF. > ‘to speak each other’
(1) saorar +  zlaa > saorai-zlai

to discuss + SUF. > ‘to discuss mutually’

(9) The suffix /-k"a/ stands for ‘in advance’.

Verb +  Suffix = Complex Verb
(1) pwi + ka > p"wi-k"a
tocome + SUF. > ‘come in advance’
(i)  bai + kla > bai-k"a
tobuy + SUF. > ‘buy in advance’ (Com. V)

111



(10)The bound morpheme /-khz'n]/ represents the ‘already completion’ or ‘already

finish’.
Verb +  Suffix = Complex Verb
(i) mwsa + k'ap > muusa-k"an
todance + SUF. > ‘already dance’
(i) za +  khag > za-k"an
toeat + SUF. > ‘already eat’

Formation of suffix /-k"an/ is given below in sentence.
53. /ay musa-k"an-bai/
I dance-already-PERF
‘I have already danced.’

(11) The suffix/-k"é/ indicates ‘changing of direction’ or ‘turning of direction’; it is

also affixed with the verbs and derives complex verbs in Bodo Language.

Verb +  Suffix = Complex Verb
()  bur  + ke > buir-k"¢

to pull + SUF. > ‘turn by pulling’
() zwr 4 ke > zur-k"¢

to kick + SUF. > ‘turn by kicking’
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(iii) nar + ke > nar-k"é
to push + SUF. > ‘turn by pushing’
The sentence examples are shown below the formation of suffix /-k"é/.
54. /ay nao-k"wu bwk"é-bai/
I boat-ACC pull-turn-PERF
‘I have turned the boat by pulling’
55. /bol-k"'wu  zeir-k"é-dwy/
football-ACC Kkick-turn-IMP.
‘Turn the football by kick!’

(12) The bound morpheme/-k"rao/ stands for ‘loudly’. It also forms a complex verb

by suffixing to the verbs.

Verb +  Suffix = Complex Verb
(1) hozri + k'rao > hozri-k"rao
to scream + SUF. > ‘scream loudly’
(11) gabzri  + k"rao > gabzri-khrao
tocal + SUF. > ‘to call loudly’
56. /bi-yw hozri-k"rao-dwn-mum/

he-NOM scream-loudly-PROG-PST

‘He was screaming loudly.’
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(13) The suffix /-p"4/ is added to the verb to show ‘together with’ or ‘along with’.
Verb +  Suffix = Complex Verb

(i)  hab + pa > hab-p"a

toenter + SUF. > ‘to enter along with (him)’
() k'on + pa > k"on-p"a
tosing + SUF. > ‘sing with together’

(14) The suffix /-p"u/ signifies ‘in full swing’ or ‘in engaged’.

Verb +  Suffix = Complex Verb
(1) k"wnasog + p'u > k"wnason-p"u

to listen + SUF. > ‘to engage by listening’
(1)  dam + pu > dam-p"u

to play (music) + SUF. > ‘to engage by playing (music)’
Formation of suffix /-p™u/ is shown below in sentence.
57. /bi-yw k"wnason-p"u-duwm/
he-NOM listen-engaged-PROG

‘He is engaged by listening.’
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(15) The suffix /-p"lax/ indicates ‘accidentally’ or ‘mistakenly’.

Verb +  Suffix = Complex Verb
(1) mok"o + p'lag > mok"o-p"lap

to mention + SUF. > ‘mention accidentally’
(1)  dag + p'lag > dap-p"lag

totouch + SUF. > ‘touch mistakenly’

(16) The suffix /-hay/ is added to the main verb to denote a ‘just start of action’.

Verb +  Suffix = Complex Verb

(i) t"abai + hag > t"abai-har

towalk + SUF. > ‘just start to walk’
(i)  mini + hagp > mini-har

tosmile +  SUF. > ‘Just start to smile’
(i) kP"eo + hag > k"eo-hay

to open/ to untie + SUF. > ‘just start to open’
The following sentence is shown that the formation of suffix /-han/ in Bodo Language.

58. /got"o-wa dasw t"abai-han-dwuy/

child-NOM now  walk-just start-PROG
“The child is just now starting to walk.’
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(17) The suffix /-p"ram/ stands for ‘partially’ or ‘half done’.

Verb +  Suffix = Complex Verb
(1) za + p'ram > z&-p"ram
toeat + SUF. > ‘eat partly’
(1)  na + phram > néi-phram
to look + SUF. > ‘look partially’
() la + p'ram > la-p"ram
to build (a house) + SUF. > ‘to build in half’

(18) The suffix /-p"er/ indicates an ‘already getting experience’.

59. /an musa-k"wu  k"eb-se nii-p"er-bai/
I tiger-ACC.  CL-one see-experience-PERF
‘I have seen the tiger one time/ I have got once experience to see the tiger’.

60. /bit"an-a k"ont"ai lir-p"er-bai/
he (honorific)-NOM poetry write-experience-PERF
‘He has got experience to write poetry.’

(19) The suffix /-sab/ is added to the verbs to denote ‘temporarily’ or

‘unsatisfactorily’.
Verb + Suffix = Complex Verb
(1) mao + sab > mao-sab
to work/to do + SUF. > ‘do temporarily’
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(i)  géan + sab > gan-sab

to dress/ to wear +  SUF. > ‘to dress unsatisfactorily’
(1)  dwn + sab > dwn-sab
to keep + SUF > ‘to keep temporarily’

(20) The suffix /-t"o/ indicates ‘for a little while’ or ‘a few time’.

Verb + Suffix = Complex Verb
(i) né +  to > né-t"o

to wait + SUF. > ‘wait for a while’
() t"a +  to > t"a-t"o

tostay +  SUF. > ‘stay for a while’
(i) undu + to > undu-t"o

to sleep + SUF. > ‘sleep for a few time’

(21) The suffix /-t"ro/ is also added to the verbs to denote ‘a huge quantity’ which

cannot be done wholly or fully.
61. /bi-yw na-k"uru hém-t"ro-nw ha-ya-k"uwi/
he-NOM fish-ACC. catch-huge-NF can-Neg.-Perf.

‘He could not catch the fish wholly’, (because, it is a huge quantity for catching).
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62. /an za-t"ro-nw  ha-ya/
I eat-huge-NF can-Neg.
‘I cannot eat fully’, (because, it is a huge quantity for eating).
63. /be-k"wu 1a-t"ro-nw ha-ya/
It-ACC. take-huge-NF can-Neg.
‘It cannot take any more/wholly’, (because, it is huge for taking).
3.2.8. Formation of Plural forms by suffixation

Morphologically, there are three types of plural suffixes used in Bodo, i.e. /-p"wr/,
/-swr/ and /-muin/ which are added to the nouns and pronouns to form the plural./-phmr/ 1S
added after human, animate and material nouns, /-swr/ is used after second and third
person pronouns and reflexive pronoun whereas /-muin/ 1s used after the kinship nouns as

well as second and third person honorific pronouns.
(1) The suffix /-p"wr/ is used with human:

(1) mansi + phulr > mansi-phulr

man + PL.SUF. > ‘men’
(i) got"o + pwr > got"o-p"wr
child + PL.SUF.> ‘children’
(1) alast  + phLur > alasi-phLur

guest +PL.SUF.>  ‘guests’
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(iv)  hinzao + p'wr > hinzao-p"wr

woman-+ PL.SUF.> ‘women’

(v)  hanza + p'wr > hanza-p"wr
group + PL.SUF. > ‘groups’

(vi)  ap"at +plwr > aphat-phulr
organization +PL.SUF > ‘organizations’

The suffix /-p"wr/ is used with animate nouns:

(1) bwirma + phwr > bLurmaphmr
goat + PL.SUF.> goats’

(11) swima + pwr > swimap"wr
dog +PL.SUF.> ‘dogs’

(iii) dau + plwr > daup"wr

bird + PL.SUF. > ‘birds’
(iv)  maozi + phqu > maoziphtur
cat + PL.SUF > ‘cats’
h

h
(v) musuu + puwr > MuISwu-p wr

cow + pl. suff> ‘cows’
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The suffix /-p"wr/ is used with material noun:
(1) bizab + pwr > bizab-p"wr
book + PL.SUF.>  ‘books’
(i)  k"ada + pwr > k"ada-p"wr
basket + PL.SUF. > ‘baskets’
(i11) wuwa + pwr > bak"su-p"wr
bamboo + PL.SUF > ‘bamboos’
(iv)  no + phwr > no-phmr

house + PL.SUF > ‘houses’

(2) The suffix /-swr/ is occurred with personal pronoun:
(1) nwn + swr > nuImnswr
you + PL.SUF. > ‘you’ (plural)

(i) bi + swr > nwnswr
he/she + PL.SUF. > ‘they’

The suffix /-swir/ is used after reflexive pronoun to denote plurality in Bodo but

alternatively the reflexive pronoun can also be made plural by repetition itself.
(1) gao + swr > gaoswr

self + PL.SUF. > ‘selves’

120



(11) gao + gao > gao-gao
self + RED > ‘selves’
Examples in sentence:

64. /biswr-w gao-swr-ni  t"ak"ai mao-dwn/
they-NOM  self-PL-GEN. for work-PROG
‘They are working themselves.’

65. /biswr-w gao-gao-GEN. t"ak"ai mao-dwy/
they-NOM  self-RED-GEN  for work-PROG
‘They are working themselves.’

It is also noticed here that the /-p"wir/ and /-swr/ are attached with the proximal and distal
demonstrative pronoun to indicate the plurality, /-p"wr/ is used to denote plural of non-

human and /-swr/ is used for human.

Proximal:
(1) bé + phLur > bephmr
this  + PL.SUF. > ‘these (non-human)’
(11) bé + swr > beswr

this + PL.SUF. > ‘These (human)’
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Example in sentence:
66. /an bé-p"wr muila bizab-k"wu  suk"u-wa/
I this-PL  dirty =~ book-ACC  like-NEG
‘I don’t like these dirty books.’
67. /bé-swr mansi-p"wr-a  zwnni gami-ni/
this-PL. man-PL.-NOM our  village-GEN
“These men belong to our village.’
Distal:
(1) bui + pwr > bui-p"wr
that + PL.SUF. > ‘those (non-human)’
(i)  bwi + swr > bui-swr
that + PL.SUF. > ‘Those (human)’
Example in sentence:

68. /buri-p"wr  bizab-a an-ni non-a/
that-PL book-NOM  I-GEN be-NEG
‘Those books are not mine.’

69. /buii-swr mansi-phwr-a bol gele-dwy/
that-PL.  mansi-PL-NOM football play-PROG

‘Those men are playing football.’
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(3) The suffix /-mun/ uses with kinship noun:

(1) ap"a + muwn >
my father + PL.SUF. >
(1) ada + mun >

my elder brother + PL.SUF. >

(i11)  bazwi + mumn >
sister-in-law ~ + PL >
(iv)  abo + mumn >
my elder sister+  PL.SUF.>

ap"a-muimn

‘my father and others’
ada-muin

‘my elder brother and others’
bazwi-mumn

‘sister-in-law and others’
abo-muin

‘my elder sisters’

There 1s one honorific pronoun marker used in Bodo, 1.e. /-t"an/. It is used after second and

third person pronouns to indicate respect. The /-mun/ 1s used after honorific pronouns to

denote plurality in Bodo.

(1) nunj-thalj + muwn >
you -honorific + PL.SUF. >
+ mwn >

(i)  bi-t"ap

he/she (honorific) +
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nwlj-thalj-mtim
‘you (honortific plural)

bi-t"ap-mtin

PL.SUF.> ‘they (honorific)’



It 1s also worthy to mention here that the suffix /-muim/ can be used after proper noun to

show the plurality of the Noun.

(1) ram + mun > rammuin

Ram (name of person)+ PL.SUF.>  ‘ram and others’
(11) laisri + mun > laisrimuin

Laisri (name of person) +  PL.SUF.> ‘Laisri and others’

3.2.9. Case Formation by suffixation

There are nine types of cases found in Bodo, i.e. nominative, accusative, dative,
instrumental, ablative, genitive, possessive, locative, and allative case which are suffixed to

the noun and pronouns to form the respective cases. These are discussed below:

3.2.9.1. Nominative Case

Nominative case indicates the subject of a finite verb. The subject may be noun or
pronoun. In Bodo, nominative case 1s formed by adding different markers to the noun and
pronouns. The nominative case markers in Bodo are /-a/, /-ya/, /-wa/, /-w/ and /-yuw/.

(1) The nominative case marker /-a/ occurs generally with the consonant ending nouns as
well as the honorific personal pronoun. It also occurs after the vowel /w/ ending nouns. For
example:
The suffix /-a/ occurs with consonant ending of noun:
70. /bibar-a bar-bai/
flower-NOM  bloom-PERF

‘The flower has bloomed.’
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71. /t"okon-a bai-bai/

stick-NOM  break-PERF

‘The stick has broken.’
72. /mwider-a k"ar-bai/
elephant-NOM run-PERF

‘The elephant has run.’
The suffix /-a/ occurs with /w/ vowel ending of noun:
73. /mwisw-a gapsw  za-yw/
buffalo-NOM grass  eat-HAB.
‘Buffalo eats grass.’
74. /hazw-a zwbuwr somaina/
hill-NOM very beautiful
“The hill is very beautiful.’
The suffix /-a/ occurs with honorific pronoun:
75. Inwn-t"ag-a gabun phmi-nég-guln/
you-HON-NOM tomorrow come-need-FUT.

‘You will need to come tomorrow.’
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76. /bi-t"an-a dinwi  p"wi-gum/
He/she-NOM today come-FUT.
‘He/she will come today’

The nominative suffix /-ya/ occurs when followed by a noun ending with vowel

phoneme /i/, /e/ and /a/.

77. /z1-ya suri-bai/
cloth-NOM  become old-PERF

‘Cloth has become old’

78. /sorasot"i-ya giyan-ni mudai-zw
Swaraswathi-NOM  knowledge-GEN. god-female
‘Swaraswat"i is the goddess of knowledge’

79. /bere-ya bir-bai/
bee-NOM sting-HAB
‘Bee has flown.’

80. /swima-ya  hor-ao swn-w/
dog-NOM night-LOC  bark-HAB

‘Dog barks at night.’
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When a noun form ending with the vowel phoneme /o/ or /u/, the nominative case

suffix /-wa/ occurs.
81./ddo-wa bir-w/
bird-NOM  fly-HAB
‘Bird flies’
82./daobo-wa  gupur/
heron-NOM  white
‘Heron is white’
83. /t"aizwu-wa gudui/
mango-NOM sweet
‘Mango is sweet’
84. /fembu-wa bar-bai/
frog-NOM  jump-PERF
‘Frog has jumped.’
The nominative case marker /-w/ is used with consonant ending pronouns.
85. /zuun-w gabuin t"an-gun/
we-NOM tomorrow go-FUT.

‘We shall go tomorrow’
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86. /nun-w ag-ni  swmuwndwi  mit"i-yw/
you-NOM I-GEN. about know-HAB.
“You know about me.’

87. /biswr-w dinuwi p"wi-gun/
they-NOM  today come-FUT.

“They will come today’

The nominative case suffix /-yw/ occurs with vowel ending personal pronoun and

demonstrative pronoun.
88. /bi-yw phug-ao saha lwm-w/
he-NOM morning-LOC tea  drink-HAB

‘He/she drinks tea in the morning’

89. /bé-yur ma-se sik"ri/
this-NOM CL-one butterfly
“This is a butterfly.’

90. /buni-yw nwn-ni bizab/

that-NOM you-GEN book

“That is your book.’
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3.2.9.2. Accusative Case
Accusative case is formed by suffixing /-k"wu/ with the noun and pronoun in Bodo.
The case indicates the direct object of the transitive verbs.

91. /bi-yw t"ok"on-k"wru  k"wima-bai/
he/she-NOM  stick-ACC lost-PERF
‘He/she lost the stick’

92. /romen-a gari-k"wru  béi-bai/

Romen-NOM  car-ACC buy-PERF

‘Romen has bought the car’

93. /ay dao-k"uru na-dwy/
I bird-ACC see-PROG
‘I am seeing the bird.’

94. /bi-ym k"ont"ai-k"wru  suzu-bai
he/she-NOM  poetry-ACC ~ compose-PERF
‘He/she has composed the poetry’

3.2.9.3. Dative Case

The dative case is marked by the suffix /-nw/ in the Bodo language. It is added to
the indirect object of verbs. The object may be a noun or pronoun. When the same suffix /-
nw/ 1s added with the main verb it is giving the meaning of Non finite.

95. /ap"a-ya ran-k"wu  ada-nw hw-bai/
my father-NOM money my elder brother-DAT give-PERF

‘My father has given money to my elder brother’
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96. /abo-ya Zuwn-nuw laizam hoér-dun/
my elder sister-NOM  we-DAT letter send-PROG
‘My elder sister is sending us (a) letter.’

97. /ay bizab-k"wu  nwy-nu hw-gumn/

I book-ACC  you-DAT give-FUT
‘I shall give the book to you.’

98. /sita-ya rita-nmr k"olom-k"wwu hw-bai-mwn/
Sita-NOM  Rita-DAT pen-ACC give-PERF-PST
‘Sita has given the pen to Rita’

The suffix /-nw/ is added with the main verb it is giving the meaning of Non finite.

99. /an-w nuwimn-nu hw-nu san-du/

I-NOM you-DAT give-NF think-PROG
‘I am thinking to give you.’

100. /nup-t"an-a p"wi-nux ha-gumn/

you-HON-NOM come-NF can-FUT

“You (honorific) can come’
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3.2.9.4. Instrumental Case
In Bodo, the instrumental case is expressed by the suffix /-zwm/. It is added to the
nouns to indicate the ‘instrument’ or ‘by means of’.
101. /zwm-w athig-zun] thélj—gwn/
we-NOM foot-INST go-FUT

‘We shall go on foot’

102. /aburi-ya daba-zur goi k"40-yw/
my grandmother-NOM  knife-INST. betel nut cut-HAB

‘My grandmother cuts (a) betel nut with knife’

103. /sik"a-zun dan-dwy/
big knife-INST chop-IMP
‘Chop with the big knife.’

104. /durup-zwy  k"a-dwy/

rope-INST  tie-IMP
‘Tie with the rope.’

3.2.9.5. Genitive Case

The genitive case marker of Bodo is /-ni/ which 1s added to the noun and pronoun

to denote genitives.

105. /mwswu-ni  lanzai-ya gulao/
cow-GEN tail-NOM long

‘Cow’s tail is long.’
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106. /or-ni gudur/
fire-GEN hot
‘Hot of the fire.’

107. /be-yw zwn-ni no/
this-NOM we-GEN house
“This is our house’

108. /bi-yw an-ni ap"a
He-NOM [-GEN. my father
‘He is my father’

109. /be-yw nwy-ni bizab
this-NOM you-GEN. book
“This is your book’

3.2.9.6. Possessive Case

The suffix /-ha/ 1s added to the noun and pronoun to indicate the possessive case in

Bodo.
110. /abo-ha guwbay  rap doy/
my elder sister-POSS  more money  be

‘My elder sister has more money.’
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111. /nun-ha saha bagan  doy/
you-POSS  tea garden be
‘You have (a) tea garden.’
112. /an-ha gami-yao somaina  no don/
[-POSS wvillage-LOC beautiful ~ house be
‘I have a beautiful house in my village’
3.2.9.7. Ablative Case

The ablative case is expressed by the suffix /-prai/ in Bodo, it is added to the nouns

and pronouns by preceding genitive marker /-ni/.
113. /p wrwmgiri-ya no-ni-p"rai p"wi-bai/
teacher-NOM house-GEN-ABL come-PERF
‘Teacher has come from the house.’
114. /bilai-ya bip"an-ni-p"rai siri-yw/
leaf-NOM  tree-GEN-ABL fall-HAB
‘The leaf falls from the tree.’

3.2.9.8. Locative Case

There are three kinds of locative markers found in Bodo language, 1.e. /-ao, /-yao/

and /-wao/ which are added to the nouns to indicate locations.
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(1) The locative marker /-ao/ occurs with the nouns of consonant ending.
115. bi-yw inzur-ao saogari ak"i-dw/
He/she-NOM  wall-LOC  picture paint-PROG
‘He/she is painting (a) picture at the wall.’

116. fan  p'wt'ar-ao  berai-yw/
I field-LOC roam-FUT
‘I roam at the field.’

117. /dwiik"or-a0  duri  don/

well-LOC water be
‘There is water in the well’
(2) If a noun ending with the phoneme /i/, /e/ or /a/, the locative marker /-yao/ occurs.
118. /na-ya dui-yao t"a-yu/
fish-NOM water-LOC  live-HAB.
‘Fish lives in the water.’

119. /"amp"wi-ya z¢€-yao nan-bai /
mosquito-NOM net-LOC. task-Perf.
‘Mosquito has hung in the net.’

120. /muisa-ya hagra-yao tha-yw/

tiger-NOM  jungle-LOC. live-HAB.

‘The tiger lives in the jungle.’
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(3) The suffix /-wao/ is used when a noun ends with the vowel phonemes /u/ and /o/.

121. /bi-yw no-wao doy/
He/she-NOM  house-LOC be
‘He/she is in the house’

122. /durihu-wao  duri  don/
pitcher-LOC water be

‘There is water in the pitcher’

3.2.9.9. Allative Case

The suffix /-t"in/ is used as an allative case marker in Bodo which expresses the

meaning of motion ‘to’ or ‘towards’ of a place.

123. /bi-yw dwima-t"in  t"an-dwm/
he/she-NOM river-ALLA  go-PROG
‘He/she is going towards the river’

124. /rina-ya bibar  bari-t"ix t"an-duw /
Rina-NOM flower garden-ALLA. go-PROG
‘Rina is going towards the flower garden.’

125. /an ap"a-ni parse-t"in  nai-dum/
I my father-GEN side-ALLA look-PROG

‘I am looking onto my father’s side.’
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3.2.9.10. Double case marking by suffixation

Double case markers are also found in Bodo language. Generally, Genitive co-

occurs with Nominative, Accusative, Instrumental and Locative cases.
(1) Genitive + Nominative:
126. /bi-ni  gosla-ya guiza nat"ai an-ni-ya guphﬁr/
he-GEN shirt-NOM red but [I-GEN-NOM  white
‘His shirt is red but mine is white.’
127. Jag-ni k"anai-ya guswm natai bi-ni-ya gup™ar/
I-GEN  hair-NOM  black but  he-GEN-NOM white
‘My hair is black but his (hair) is white.’
(2) Genitive + Accusative:
128. Jan dabla-ni gari-k"wu suk™@-yw nat"ai mebla-ni-k"wu  suk™a -ya/
I Dabla-GEN car-ACC like-HAB but mebla-GEN-ACC like-NEG
‘I like Dabla’s car but do not like Mebla’s (car).’
129. /mwp-ni ha-k"wu p'an-a  ag-w  ag-ni-k"wu  p"an-gun/
you-GEN soil (field)-ACC sell-NEG I-NOM [-GEN-ACC sell-FUT

‘I’1l sell my soil field but not your (soil field).’

136



(3) Genitive + Instrumental:
130. /ram-ni rebgon-a  muwzay non-a-bla  ap surat™ni-zwry  lir-gun/
Ram-GEN pen-NOM good be-NEG-SUB I Surath-GEN-INST write-FUT
‘If Ram’s pen is not good (then) I will write with Surath’s (pen).’
131. /nwm-ni daba-zum buu-wa-bla an-ni-zur leb-duwr/
you-GEN knife-INST  cut-NEG-SUB [-GEN-INST cut-IMP
‘If it is not cut with your knife (then) cut with my (knife).
(4) Genitive + Locative:
132. /an gabuin nilut-ni-yao t"an-gun/

I tomorrow Nilut-GEN-LOC go-FUT

‘I will go to Nilut’s (place).’
133. /an gabuin nuwin-ni-yao than-gun/
I tomorrow you-GEN-LOC go-FUT

‘I'will go to your (place).’
3.2.10. Tense and Aspect Formation by suffixation

3.2.10.1. Present Tense

Present tense does not have particular marker in Bodo. It is expressed with the help
of aspect markers. There are three types of aspects used in Bodo to indicate the present

tense. These are explained below:
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(1) Present Habitual

There are two suffixes /-w/ and /-yw/ realised to denote the present Habitual tense,
which are suffixed to the main verb to form the present habitual. /-w1/ occurs with

consonant ending verb and /-yw/ occurs with vowel ending verb.
134. /p"esa-ya hor-ao gab-w/
owl-NOM  night-LOC. cry-HAB
‘The owl hoots at night’
135. /bibari-ya sanp"rumbw  p"up-ao saha lwm-w/
Bibari-NOM everyday morning-LOC. tea  drink-HAB

‘Bibari drinks tea everyday in the morning.’

136. /an hor-ao unjkham za-yw/

I night-LOC  rice eat-HAB

‘I eat rice at night.’

137. /bi-yw mumabili-yao muwswu  k"a-yw/
He/she-NOM evening-LOC.  cow tie-HAB.

‘He/she ropes the cow in the evening.’
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(2) Present Progressive

The progressive aspect markers are /-gasinw/ and /-dwm/ in Bodo language, which
are suffixed to the main verb to indicate the continuity of the action. When the suffix
/-gasinwi/ occurs with the main verb, the auxiliary verb follows. Whereas the suffix /-dwn /

occurs with the main verb, the auxiliary verb does not occur.

138. /an da dwiima-yao thélj-gasinul don/
I now river-LOC.  go-PROG.  be
‘I am going to the river now.’

139. /swima-ya  k"ar-gasinur  don/
dog-NOM run-PROG  be
‘The dog is running.’

140. /bi-yu dui  lwn-dwy/
He/she-NOM water drink-PROG
‘He/she is drinking water.’

141. /mansi-phmr-a daorao khalam-dun]/
man-PL-NOM noise make-PROG

‘People are making noise.’
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(3) Present perfect

Perfect aspect refers to a past situation where the event is having some present

relevance.

The present perfect in Bodo is made by suffixing /-bai/, /-k"w/ and /-k"wi/ markers
with the main verbs. /-bai/ is used to suffix after main verbs in affirmative sentence, / K/

is used in interrogative sentences and /-k"uwi/ is used for negative sentences.
Present perfect in affirmative sentence: /-bai/
142. /ram-a k"ab-se saha lwn-bai/
Ram-NOM  cup-one tea drink-PERF
‘Ram has had a cup of tea.’
143. /bi-yw silchar-ao t"an-bai/

he/she-NOM  Sichar-LOC  go-PERF
‘He/she has gone to Silchar.’

144. /dao-wa bir-bai/

bird-NOM fly-PERF
‘Bird has flown.’

Present perfect in interrogative sentence: /-k"w/

145. /agni  rebgon-a boha théuj-khul/
my  pen-NOM where go-PERF.

‘Where has my pen gone?’
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146.

147.

/bi-yu mabla  p"wi-k"wy/
He/she-NOM  when come-PERF
‘When has he/she come?’

/ma unjkhri z4-K"w/
what curry eat-PERF.

‘What curry have you eaten?’

Present perfect in negative sentence: /-k"uri/

148.

149.

150.

/surat-a zuu  lwpg-a-k"wi/

Surat-NOM  wine drink-NEG-PERF

‘Surat has not drunk wine.’

/bi-yw bizab-k"wu phorai-ya-khuli/
he/she-NOM  book-ACC. read-NEG-PERF
‘He/she hasn’t read the book’

/bi-yw dabw  p"wi-ya-k"wi/
He/she-NOM yet come-NEG-PERF

‘He/she hasn’t come yet.’
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3.2.10.2. Past Tense

In Bodo, past tense 1s formed by adding the suffix /-muwmn/ to the main verb as well
as the auxiliary verb also. This marker is not directly affixed to the main verb but occurs
after aspect or mood marker. The past tense suffix /-muwn/ is directly added to the auxiliary

verb to denote the past time.

Past tense formation in Bodo is ‘main verb + aspect + past tense marker’.

(1) phwi + dug + mwn > phmi-dun]-mtun
come + PROG + PST > ‘was coming’
Gy thap  + bai  + mwn > t"an-bai-mun
g0 + PERF + PST > ‘had eaten’
(1) Past Habitual

Past habitual tense formation in Bodo is ‘principal verb + habitual aspect +

past tense marker’.
151. /bi-thalj-a phug-ao k"ar-w-mum/
He/she-HON-NOM  morning-LOC  run-HAB.-PST
‘He/she (honorific) used to run in the morning.’
152. /abuui-ya thapk™  swb-w-muun/
my grandmother-NOM  tobacco ~ smoke-HAB-PST

‘My grandmother used to smoke tobacco.’
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153. /bi-yw hat"ai-yao t"an-w-muwmn/
He/she market-LOC. go-HAB-PST
‘He/she used to go to the market.’

154. /anuri-ya dok"ona  da-yw-mun/
my anti-NOM  dokhona  make-HAB-PST
‘My anti used to make dokhona.” (dok™na is a traditional dress of the Bodo

women.’)
(2) Past Progressive

Past progressive tense is formed by two ways in Bodo language. One is ‘main verb

+ progressive suffix /-dwy/ + past tense marker’.

The other way of making past progressive tense is to add the progressive suffix /-

gasinur/ 1s added with the main verb+ be verb (don) + past tense marker /-mwmn/.

155.

156.

/mwiswiu-wa  ese  som  sigan-ao undu-dun-mun/
cow-NOM  afew time ago-LOC. sleep-PROG-PST
‘Cow was sleeping a few minutes ago.’

/gtho-wa gab-dwp-muin/

child-NOM  cry-PROG-PST.

‘Child was crying’
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157. /abo-wa t'adun  leb-gasinw  don-muwn/
my elder sister-NOM  arum cut-PROG  be-PST
‘My elder sister was cutting arum.’
158. /ay no-wao théu)-gasinul don-mun/
I house-LOC  go-PROG be-PST
‘I was going to home.’
(3) Past perfect

The past perfect tense is formed by adding ‘perfect aspect + past tense marker’ to the main

verb.

Past tense affirmative sentence formation is ‘main verb + perfect suffix /-bai/ + past

tense marker’.

159.

160.

/bi-yw simuwn Delhi-yo t"an-bai-muwn/
he/she-NOM last year Delhi-LOC  go-PERF-PST

‘She had gone to Delhi last year.’

Jap"a-ya osemuin no lu-k"an-bai-mun/

my father-NOM before last year  house build-already-PERF-PST

‘My father already had built a house before last year.’
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Past tense negative sentence formation is ‘main verb + perfect suffix /- K wi/ + past

tense marker’.

161.

162.

/rita-ya simuwn mai gai-ya-khmi-mmn/
Rita-NOM  last year paddy plant-NEG-PERF-PST
‘Rita hadn’t planted paddy last year.’

/nuun-than-a muriya p"wi-ya-k"wi-mun/
/you-HON-NOM yesterday come-NEG-PERF-PST

“You (honorific) hadn’t come yesterday.’

3.2.10.3. Future Tense

Future tense is formed by suffixing /-gun/, /-swii/ or /nwsuii/, /-guru/ and /-liya/ or
/-la/ to the main verbs in Bodo. The suffix /-gumn/ is used to indicate the indefinite future,
/-sunl/ or /-nwisul/ are used to denote the definite future, /-guiu/ is used to indicate the

meaning of immediate future and /la/ or /-liya/ are used to denote a negative future in

Bodo. The future tense formation rule is ‘main verb + future tense suffix’.

(1)

(i1)

(iii)

za + gun > Za-gun

eat’ + FUT > shall/will eat’

lam + gun > lam-gun

to dry (widely) + FUT > ‘shall/will dry’

i + sun/nwsu> lwy-sun/ lwy-nwsun
drink + FUT > ‘will definitely drink’
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(iv)

V)

(vi)

(vii)

p wi + guu > p"wi-guu

come + FUT > ‘will be coming’
thég + guu > the'uj-gmu

g0 + FUT > ‘will be going’

t"an + liya/la > t"an-liya/ t"an-la

g0 + FUT > ‘will/shall not go’
pwi + liya/la > pwi-liya/ p"wi-la
come + FUT > ‘will/shall not come.’

The following sentences are in support of the above given examples:

Indefinite: /-gun/

163.

164.

/an wpkam za-gun/

I rice eat-FUT

‘I shall eat rice.’

/bi-yw z1 lam-gwn/
he/she-NOM cloth  dry-FUT

‘He/she will dry a cloth (widely).’
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Definite: /-suri/ or /nusuui/
165. /an  dwi  lwm-suri/
I water drink-FUT
‘I will definitely drink water.’
166. /bi-yur undu-nwsuri/
he/she-NOM sleep-FUT
‘He/she will definitely sleep.’
Immediate: /-guu/
167. /dose som net'o, gari-ya p"wi-guru/
afew time wait train-NOM  come-FUT
‘Wait a few minutes, the train will be coming.’
168. /net"o, an  danw théuj-gulu/
wait I now go-FUT
‘Wait, I will be going right now.’
Negative future: /-la/ or /-liya/:
169. /bibari-ya  dinuwi t"an-liya/

Bibari-NOM  today 20-NEG.FUT
‘Bibari is not going today.’
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170. /an gabuin pwi-la/
I tomorrow come-NEG.FUT
‘I shall not come tomorrow.’
171. /bi-yur p"wi-la/
He/she-NOM  come-NEG.FUT.
‘He/she will not come.’
3.2.11. Mood Formation by Suffixation

There are different types of mood found in Bodo, which are suffixed to the main
verb to indicate the attitude of the speakers. They are imperative, definitive, interrogative,

optative, uncertainty, decisive Mood.
3.2.11.1. Imperative mood

The imperative mood is realised by the suffix /-dwy/. It occurs with the main verb to

indicate the command or request.

172. /unk"am-k"wu za-dw/
rice-ACC eat-IMP
‘Eat the rice.’

173. ik "ri-k"w ran-du/
curry-ACC. distribute-IMP

‘Distribute the curry.’
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3.2.11.2. Definitive mood

In Bodo, the suffixes /-t"ar/ and /-mar/are attached to the verb to express the definitive or

certainty of the speaker.

174.

175.

/bi-yw gabuwm t"an-t"ar-gumn/

he/she-NOM  tomorrow go-DEFN-FUT

‘She/ he will go tomorrow definitely.’
/bi-yw gabwn p"wi-mar-gun/
he/she-NOM tomorrow come-DEFN-FUT.

‘He/she will come tomorrow certainly.’

3.2.11.3. Interrogative mood

There are two types of suffixes used for interrogative mood in Bodo, these are /-na/

and /-da/. Both the suffixes are added after the tense or aspects markers in Bodo.

176.

177.

/num-w dui  lwy-gun-na/
you-NOM water drink-FUT-INTR

‘Will you drink water?’
/bi-t"an-a p"wi-dwn-na/
he/she-HON-NOM  come-PROG-INTR

‘Is he/she (honorific) coming?’

149



178. /bi-yur solo-k"wu  lir-gun-da/

He/she story-Acc. write-FUT.-INTR.

‘Will he/she write the story?’

179. /bi-yur t"an-bai-da/

he/she-NOM

‘Has gone my sister?’

3.2.11.4. Optative mood

g20-PERF-INTR

The optative mood is realised by the suffix /-t"wm/ which is added to the main verb

to indicate any wish or hope.

180. /gosai-ya nuwimn-nut buur

god-NOM you-DAT blessing

‘May God bless you.’

181. /raza-ni Zlu-wa guldo

King-GEN  life-NOM long

‘Long live the King.’

3.2.11.5. Uncertainty mood

huw-t"um/

give-OPT

za-t"wiy/

to be-OPT

This mood expresses a doubtful or uncertain statement of the speaker. In Bodo, the

uncertainty is realised by the suffixes /-gtim/ and /-k"tima/ which are added to the future

tense marker to indicate the uncertainty of the speaker. Examples are shown below.
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182.

183.

/anwi-ya gabwn t"an-gun-guin/

my aunty-NOM tomorrow  go-FUT-UNCT
‘My aunty may be going tomorrow.’

/bi-yur dinuri mao-gum-k"dima/
he/she-NOM  today work-FUT-UNCT

‘He/ she may be working today.’

3.2.11.6. Decisive mood

The suffix /-si/ is used as a decisive mood in Bodo which is added to the main verb to

denote a decision of the speaker.

184.

185.

Decisive Non-Decisive
/bi-yw gabwn p"wi-si-gum/ /bi-ywt  gabumn  p"wi-gumn/

he-NOM tomorrow come-DEC-FUT The-NOM tomorrow come-FUT

‘He will come tomorrow.’ (Decisive) ‘He will come tomorrow.’
/bi-yw dinwi  t"ag-si-gun/ /bi-yw dinwi  t"ap-gum/
he-NOM today go-DEC-FUT he-NOM  today go-FUT
‘He will go tomorrow.’ (Decisive) ‘He will go tomorrow.’
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3.2.12. Particle Suffix

According D. Crystal (2000: 280), “Particle 1s a term used in grammatical
description to refer to an invariable item with grammatical function, especially one which
does not readily fit into a standard classification of part of speech. Avery D. Andrews
refers that “There is a great deal of fluctuation in the literature as to whether
morphologically autonomous NP-markers are called ‘particles’ (Language Typology and

Syntactic Description, Vol-I, 2007: 143).”

There are some postpositional particles used in Bodo which are suffixed to the

noun phrase. These are given below:
3.2.12.1. Emphatic particle

Bodo makes use of an emphatic particle /-nur/ to give emphasis on any matter

connected to the particular noun, pronoun, and adverbs.
186. /bé  mansi-ya-nu muiya p"wi-dwn-mum/
this  man-NOM-EMP.P yesterday come-PROG-PST
“This is the man (who) was coming yesterday.’
187. /bé  zi-ya an-ni-nur/
this  cloth-NOM I-GEN-EMP.P

‘This cloth is mine.’
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188. /bi-yw bizab-k"wu nwp-nw-n@  muwiya hw-bai-muwn/
he/she-NOM book-ACC you-DAT-EMP.P yesterday give-PROG-PST
‘He/she had given the book to you yesterday.’

189. fan.  nwp-k"wu-nu nai-duwmn/
I you-ACC-EMP.P look-PROG
‘I am looking at you.” (Emphatic)

190. /bi-yur guiswmuii-nu nai-nu somaina/
she-NOM blackly-EMP.P look-NF beautiful
‘She is looking beautiful with the black (skin).’

191. /rina-ya muwzanwi-ndr  met'ai  k"on-wy/
Rina-NOM  nicely-EMP.P  song sing-HAB.
‘Rina sings a song nicely.’

3.2.12.2. Inclusive particle

The suffix /-bw/ 1s used as an inclusive particle in Bodo, it 1s equivalent to English

meaning ‘also’.
192. /bibari-ya-bw zup-zwy  p wi-p"a-gun/
Bibari-NOM-INCL.P. we-INST  come-along with-FUT

‘Bibari also will come along with us.’
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193.

194.

/an-bu nuwin-zun t"abai-p"a-gun/

[-INCL.P you-INST walk-along with-FUT

‘I am also walking along with you.’

/bi-bu inrazi bun-nw rum-wy/
he/she-INCL.P  English say-NF know-HAB

‘He/she also knows to speak English.’

3.2.12.3. Exclusive particle

The particle /-lo/ is suffixed to the noun and pronoun to exclude others.

195.

196.

197.

/an-w maozi-k"wu-lo hwhor-dum/
[I-NOM cat-ACC-EXCL.P.  dispatch-PROG
‘I am dispatching only the cat.’

/bi-yw ag-khmu-lo lenphor-dwy-muwmn/
he/she-NOM I-Acc.-EXCL.P. call-PROG-PST
‘He/she was calling only me.’

/an-lo no-wao thélj-gum/

I-EXCL.P house-LOC  go-FUT

‘I am only going at home.’

154



3.2.12.4. Topic particle

The particle /-t"6/ is attached to the noun and pronoun to focus earlier comments or

information.

198. /mansi-ya-t"6 bat'ra-k"wu  stig-k"an-bai/
man-NOM-TOP.P  matter-ACC ask-already-PERF
‘The man has already asked about the matter.’

199. /nunJ-th(') simwin bébaidi bup-bai-mumn/
you-TOP.P  last year like this say-PERF-PST
“You had said like this last year.’

200. /bi-t"6 bébaidi huwn-dum-mum/

he/she-TOP.P like this mention-PROG-PST

‘He/she was mentioning like this’
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