Chapter-3

3.1. Phonology

Toto language has a total of twenty six (26) phonemes in its phonemic
iventory which includes six vowels (6), eighteen (18) consonants and two

(2) tones.

3.1.1. Vowels

Toto has six vocalic phonemes consisting of five peripheral vowels /i, e, a, o,
and u/ and one interior vowel /a/. The vowels of Toto show three way
contrast of high, mid and low in terms of the levels of tongue height and
front, central and back in terms of the part of the tongue raise. Like many
other Tibeto-burman languages, voicing is not the relevant feature in the case
of Toto vowels 1.e., Toto doesn’t have voiceless vowels. Lip rounding is also
not a relevant feature, rather it is a redundant feature with all back vowels,
1.e., the back vowels are rounded, the front and the central vowels are
unrounded in the language. All the vowels in the language are oral 1.e., no
nasalized vowels are found so far. The vowel phonemes of Toto are

illustrated in the following table:

Front Central Back
High 1 u
Mid e 9 0
Low a

Table 2: Vowel phonemes in Toto
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3.1.2. Minimal Pairs

The six vowel phonemes are shown on the basis of following minimal

pairs.
/i/vs. /u/
/1s0/ ‘one’
/uso/ ‘that side’
/ziya/ ‘bird’
/zuya/ ‘rat’
/gari/ ‘cart’
/garu/ ‘pot’
/i/vs/e/
/i/ ‘brother in-low’
/ey/ ‘ginger’
/ita/ ‘here’
/eta/ ‘goat’
/cin/ ‘tree’
/cen/ ‘child’
/alvs/a/
/naya/ ‘bear’
/naya/ “fish’
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hu/vs./o/

le/vs/al

le/vs./a/

/wati/

/wati/

/sa/
/sa/

/uty/
/ot1/

/lunwa/
/lonwa/

/lu/
/lo/

/eta/
/ata/

/lepa/
/lapa/

/kewa/
/kawa/

/kera/
/kara/

‘rain’

‘slide’

‘ home’

‘house’

‘blood’

‘vessel’

‘brother’s wife’
‘fold’

‘put on’ (shoes)

‘wake up’

‘goat’

“flour’

‘brain’

‘jungle betel leaf’

‘birth’

‘sound’

‘sting’
‘finger’
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le/vs./o/

/a/vs./o/

falvs.lu/

3.1.3. Description and Distribution of Vowels.

All the vowel phonemes /i/, /e/, /a/, /a/, /o/ and /u/ occur in all three positions
of word in the language. The vowel phonemes /u/ occur in all three
positions of words however the occurrence in the initial position is very less
1.e., initially it occurs only in few examples in the language while it occurs

frequently in other positions. Hence all the vowel phonemes occur in word

/cenwa/

/cogwa/

/ye/
/yo/

/3enwa/
/yonwa/

/la/
/lo1/

/lawa/

/lowa/

/bacuy/
/bucun/

/tairo/

/tuiro/

‘child’

‘cucumber’

‘grass’

‘breast’

‘antelope’

‘appear’

‘come’

‘village’

‘bring’

‘raise’

medial position in the language.
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/i/ High front short unrounded vowel, it occurs initial, medial and final

positions.
Initial
/iy/ ‘brother in-low’
/icodan/ ‘alone’
Medial
/bina/ ‘air’
/ziy/ ‘sleep’
Final
/t1/ ‘water’
/kui/ ‘hand’

/e/ Mid front short unrounded vowel,it occurs initial medial and final

positions.

Initial

/eronme/ ‘husband’

/ena/ ‘pony’

Medial

/keka/ ‘hen’
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/keitu/ ‘egg’

Final
/goize/ ‘escort’
/canbe/ ‘kid’

/a/ Mid central short unrounded vowel it occurs initial medial and final
positions.

Initial

/adagcuwa/  ‘short man’

/aranme/ ‘wife’s sister’
Medial

/conwa/ ‘son’

/canke/ ‘lizard’

Final

/kepa/ ‘chest’

/puis/ ‘snake’

/a/l Low central short unrounded vowel, it occurs intial. medial and final

positions.
Initial
/an/ ‘drink’
/apa/ ‘father’
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Medial

/wati/ ‘rain’
/haiwa/ all’
Final

/luka/ ‘sheep’
/demsa/ ‘temple’

/o/ Mid back short rounded vowel,it occurs itial,medial and final positions.
Initial
/oranpa/ ‘old man’

/ontikai/ ‘ring’

Medial

/yomle/ ‘twin’
/topro/ ‘cap’
Final

/lo/ ‘getup’
/laro/ ‘bring’

/u/ High back short rounded vowel,it occurs initial,medial and final

positions.
Initial
/uhuwa/ ‘half’
fuwa/ ‘horse’
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Medial

/yuti/ ‘milk’
/luintu/ ‘stone’
Final

/ayu/ ‘mother’

Table 3 provides the distribution of vowels in three positions initial, medial

and final.
Phonemes | Initially Medially Finally
1 v v v
e 4 v v
o v v v
a 4 v v
0 v v v
u 4 v v

3.1.4. Description of vowels and distribution of their positional variants.

The phoneme /i/ is a short, high front unrounded vowel. It has two positional

variants viz, [I] and [1]

The [1] is realized as a lower-high front unrounded vowel and it occurs

mitially and medially.

/in/ [in] ‘brother elder/younger’
/ita/ [Ita] ‘here’

fioti/ [{oti] ‘cauldron’

/biu/ [biu] ‘marriage’
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/giwa/
/ciwa/
/letwa/
/bida/
/min /

/zin/

[glwa]
[ciwa]
[lefwa]
[bida]
[min]

[zln]

‘shoot door’

‘tear’

‘cook’

‘comb’

‘name’

‘maize’

The [1] is realized as a high front unrounded vowel and it occurs elsewhere.

/gui/
/zus1/
/mamsri/
/to1/
/bonoi/
7/

/osi/

/ti/

/zir1/

[gU1]
[2Usi]
[mamsri]
[to1]
[bonai]
[3i]

[osi]

[ti]

[zIri]

‘crocodile’
‘cockroach’
‘jackal’
‘trunk’
‘white ant’
‘leopard’
gum’
‘water’

‘net’

The phoneme /e/ 1s a short, mid front unrounded vowel. It has two positional

variants viz. [¢] and[e]

The [¢] 1s realized as a lower-mid front unrounded vowel and it occurs in the

closed syllables.
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/ero/ [éro] ‘pressure’

/en/ [¢én] ‘ginger’
/tezu/ [tézu] ‘squirrel’
/cemi/ [c'emi] ‘daughter
/kewa/ [kéwa] ‘birth’
/bedi/ [bédi] ‘nable’

The [e] is realized as a mid front unrounded vowel and it occurs elsewhere.

/kuize/ [kUlIze] ‘stay’

/mase/ [mosé] ‘like’

/kone/ [kone] ‘two’

/ke/ [ké] ‘horn’

/pe/ [pé] ‘grandmother’
/me/ [me] ‘wife’

/ye/ [ve] ‘answer (a call)’

The phoneme /o/ is a short, mid, central unrounded vowel. It has no

perceptible positional variants.

/apa/ [Topa] ‘family’
/ota/ [ota] ‘old’
/dabe/ [dobée] ‘Jaw’
/nobe/ [n*obé] ‘nose’
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/ay0/ [o50” ] ‘crew’
/peta/ [peta” ] ‘insect’
/da/ [d9] ‘nephew’

The phoneme /a/ is a short, central low unrounded vowel. It has no

perceptible positional variants.

/apa/ [apd] ‘father’
/ayipa/ [ajlpa] ‘believe’
/han/ [han] ‘happen’
/kan/ [kan] ‘look at’
/wati/ [wati] ‘slide’
/naya/ [naya] ‘“fish’
/doza/ [doza] ‘flag’
/sa/ [sa] ‘house’
/bida/ [bIda] ‘comb’

The phoneme /o/ 1s a short, mid back rounded vowel. It has two positional

variants viz,[o] and [0]

The [o] is realized as a lower-mid back rounded vowel and it occurs only in

the closed syllables.

Joka/ [oka] ‘pipe’
Jontikai/ [o ptikal] ‘ring’
/koto/ [k to] ‘upper jaw’
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/poro/ [poro] ‘head’
/soka/ [so k4] ‘tortoise’
/don/ [don) ‘horn’

The [0] is realized as a mid back rounded vowel and it occurs elsewhere.

/bard/ [bard] ‘friend’
/singhd/ [sinho] ‘lion’
/poro/ [poro] ‘head’

/yo/ [yo] ‘breast’
/z0/ [z6] ‘command’
N6/ [16] ‘wake up’

The phoneme /u/ is a short, high back rounded vowel. It has two perceptible

positional variants viz, [v] and [u]

The [v] is realized as a lower-high back rounded vowel and it occurs only in

the first closed syllables.

/uipusa/ [Vvipusa] ‘request’
/uti/ [vti] “pot’
/kuna/ [kona] ‘tiger’
/tun/ [tun] ‘cheat’
/luka/ [lvka] ‘sheep’
/kusin/ [kvsin] ‘nail’
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/zusi/ [zVsi] ‘cockroach’

The [u] is realized as a high back rounded vowel and it occurs elsewhere.

/ku/ [ka] ‘nine’
/eu/ [ca] ‘plough’
/u/ [1u] ‘wine’
/nagu/ [nogu] ‘bed’
/gusu/ [gusu] ‘“field’
3.1.5. Diphthongs

Toto has nine diphthongs viz., /iu/ /ev/, /eu/, /ai/, /ai/, /au/, /oi/, /ou/. and
/ui/. Phonetically they are realized as [iv] [e1],[ev], [a1], [o1], [a1], [av], [oV].
and [vi]. Like many other Tibeto-Burman languages of North Eastern India,
diphthongs in the language occur only in the open syllable rather than closed
one. Diphthong /ui/ occurs in all positions, /iu/ and /eu/ occur initial and
medial positions, /ai/, /oi/, /ai/, and /ei/ occur medial and final positions
while /ou/ and /au/ occur only in the medial positions of word. Consider the
following examples.

/u/ it occurs initially and medially

Initial

/u/ ‘wine’

/tuts/ ‘north’

/tumbi/ ‘musical instrument’
Medial

/giua/ ‘cover’
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/e1/ 1t occurs medially and finally.

Medial

/teiyu/ ‘squirrel’
/keiwa/ ‘loan’
/keipawa/ ‘joint’
Final

/yitei/ ‘aunt’
/ke1/ ‘ring’
/tamei/ ‘grave’

/a1/ 1t occurs medially and finally.

Medial

/cointra/ ‘orange’
/yoinwa/ ‘antelope’
/sainga/ ‘maize’

Final

/pisai/ ‘aunt’

/ladai/ ‘banana flower’
/ai/ ‘come’
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/a1/ 1t occurs initially and medially.

Initial

/ainpu/ ‘day before yesterday’
Medial

/maibe/ ‘flower’

/kaiwa/ ‘cry’

/kaina/ ‘roar’

Final

/hatai/ ‘spoon’

/haprai/ ‘Jungle betel leap’

/ceprensai/  ‘been’

/au/ 1t occurs only in the medial position.

Medial
/tauki/ ‘snail’
/yaula/ ‘beg’

/eu/ 1t occurs initial and medial position.

Initial
/euwa/ ‘keep’
/euniwa/ ‘blue’
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Medial

/beula/ ‘bridegroom’
/beuli/ ‘bride’

/o1/ it occurs medial and final positions.

Medial

/zoipina/ ‘save’
/toise/ ‘mango’
/moisan/ ‘worm’
Final

/loi/ ‘village’
/koko1/ ‘leg’
/poroi/ ‘pigeon’

/ou/ it occurs only in the medial positions.

Medial

/mourija/ ‘Infant’
/mousi/ ‘step mother’
/tour1/ ‘mustard’

/ui/ it occurs all three positions.

Initial
/uipusa/ ‘request’
/uiwa/ ‘to ask’
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Medial

/guipu/ “pillar’

/puisa/ ‘father younger sister husband’
/puiya/ ‘cobra’(snack)

Final

/kui/ ‘hand’

/lutui/ ‘bat’

/ketui/ ‘egg’

3.1.6. Vowel Sequence

There are two vowel sequences realized in the Toto language such as /oa/
and /ua/. These vowel sequences in the language occur both medial and final
positions of word. The first member in the sequences are high and mid back
vowels whereas the second members of the sequences are always central low
unrounded /a/ vowel. It should be mentioned here that the sequence /oa/ is
most common one 1.e. occurs frequently in the language. The single dot /./
indicates the syllabic boundary in the present analysis. The following

examples illustrate the vowel sequences in Toto language.

The sequence /0.a/ occurs in the middle position

/yo.ai/ ‘cheeck’
/mo.an/ ‘paddy’
/yo.ai/ ‘face’
/no.a1/ ‘boat’
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The sequence /0.a/ occurs in the final position.
/no.a/ ‘predict’

The sequence /u.a/ occurs in the final position.

/du.a/ ‘elder brother’
/mu.a/ ‘sister in-low’
3.2. Tones

One of the significant features of Tibeto-Burman languages is that most of
the languages are tonal; Toto is no exception in this regard. Being a language

of the Tibeto Burman family Toto shows two way tone contrast.

(1) High tone: the high tone is realized as the pitch which is suddenly rises
from the pitch level of the normal speech which is found in most of the non-

tonal languages. It is marked by an acute mark over the vowel.

(1) Low tone: in contrast to high tone, the low tone is realized as the sudden
fall of pitch from the pitch level of the normal speech which is found most of

the non-tonal languages. It 1s marked with a grave mark over the vowel.

Tones are supra-segmental phonemes and it plays a significant role in this
language, 1.e. by changing the pitch of tone, the same word indicates a
different meaning. Tone is phonemic in the language. The contrast of two

tones could be seen in the following set of illustrations.

High Low

/ \

Table 4: Tone
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3.2.1. Tone contrast

/ndya/ ‘bear’
/naya/ “fish’
/kawa/ ‘bitter’
/kawa/ ‘sound’
/noi/ ‘second’
/noi/ ‘boat’
/giwa/ ‘garland’
/giwa/ ‘follow’
/téri/ ‘moon’
/tari/ ‘month’
/cunca/ “forest
/cunca/ ‘cats’
/cénwa/ ‘count’

/cénwa/ child’
3.3. Consonants
There are eighteen (18) consonantal phonemes /p, b, t, d, ¢, J, kK, g, m, n, 1,

S, Z, h, r, I, w and y/ in Toto. They can be categorized in terms of the

following places of articulations namely bilabial, alveolar, palatal, velar and
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glottal, and in terms of their manner of articulations the same phonemes
further categorized into stops, nasals, fricatives, lateral, trill and semi-
vowels. Toto has a good number of stop consonants in different series:
unaspirated voiceless stops /p, t, k/, unaspirated voiced stops /b, d, g/, no
aspirated voiced/voiceless stops have been noticed. As far as nasal
consonants are concerned, Toto relatively confirms with all other Tibeto-
Burman languages 1.e., it has three basic nasals /m, n, /. It 1s general
assumption that these three basic nasals are the proto forms of nasals in
Tibeto-Burman languages. In the case of fricative sounds, Toto contrasts
three distinctive phonemes /s, z, h, /. There are also lateral /I/ and trill /r/
without having their voiceless counterparts. Other than the above phonemes,
there are two semi-vowels /w, y/ in the language. The consonantal phonemes

of Toto are presented below.

Bilabial | Alveolar | Palatal | Velar | Glottal
Stops P b |t d |c J |k g
Nasals m n n
Trill r
Fricatives S z h
Lateral 1
Semivow w y
els

Table 5: Consonantal phonemes in Toto
3.3.1. Minimal Pairs

The consonantal phonemes of Toto have been established on the basis of

following minimal pairs.
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/p/vs/b/

/poroi/ ‘pigeon’
/boro1/ ‘adams apple’
/pari/ ‘turban for women’
/bari/ “field’
/paiwa/ ‘cut’
/baiwa/ ‘getup’
/ t/vs/d/
/tuwa/ ‘run’

/dua/  ‘elder brother’

/tace/ ‘ten rupees’

/dace/ ‘Jackfruit’

/toa/ ‘to get something’

/doa/ ‘to through something by hand’
/clvsly/

/ca/ ‘to eat’

/ya/ ‘stand up’

/cuwa/ ‘grandson’

/yuwa/ ‘father in law’

/conwa/ ‘son’

/yonwa/ ‘high’
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/k/vs/g/

/ka/ 1T’
/gal “sit’
/kan/ ‘to see’
/gan/ ‘cottage’
/kawa/ ‘bitter’
/gawa/ ‘happy’
/m/vs/n/
/me/ “fire’
/ne/ ‘wait’
/ma/ ‘negative morpheme’
/na/ “pst marker’
/mamu/ ‘mouth’
/manu/ ‘ear’
/n/vs/y/
/dina/ ‘cutting jungle’
/dina/ ‘human’
/nakai/ ‘five hundred’
/makai/ ‘one hundred’
/ana/ ‘father’s brother’s daughter’
/ana/ “fly’
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/s/vs/z/

/sa/ ‘house’
/za/ ‘standup’
/so/ ‘and’
/zo/ ‘command’
/suta/ ‘musk’
/zuta/ ‘shoe’
/s/vs/h/
/sa/ ‘house’
/ha/ ‘go’
/sini/ ‘suger’
/hini/ ‘today’
/san/ ‘cotton’
/hay/ ‘to cook’
ft/vs/l/
/murra/ ‘ant’
/mulla/ ‘radish’
/duri/ ‘sixth’
/duli/ “‘portico’
/yora/ ‘river’

/yola/ ‘pocket’



Iwivslyl

/wangwa/ ‘come’

/yanwa/ ‘crowd’

/sewa/ ‘to come fruit in a tree’
/seya/ ‘louse’

3.3.2. Description and Distribution of Consonants

Out of 18 Consonants /y/ and /I/ occur 1n all positions of word. The
phonemes /m/, /n/ and /r/ occur only initial and medial positions of word,
and /p/, /b/, t,/d/, /k/, Ig/, e/ /3l,/s/, /z/, /h/, /w/ and /y/ phonemes occur
initial and medial positions.

/p/ voiceless bilabial unaspirated stop consonant occurs in the initial and
medial positions.

Initial
/paka/ ‘pig’

/pika/ ‘cow’
/peta/ ‘silk worm’
Medial
/yupa/ ‘body’
/lapa/ ‘leaf®
/moipa/ ‘Jungle pig’

/b/ voiced bilabial unaspirated stop occurs in initial and medial positions.
Initial
/bana/ “flute’
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/barcu/ ‘sand’

/bekorn/ ‘skin’(animals)
Medial

/nabe/ ‘nose’

/lebe/ ‘tongue’

/gibe/ ‘deer’

/t/ voiceless alveolar unaspirated stop occurs in initial and medial positions.

Initial

/tari/ ‘star’
/tananta/ ‘far away’
/tuiwa/ ‘run’

Medial

/ata/ ‘grant father’
/ita/ ‘here’

/lita/ ‘down’

/d/ voiced alveolar unaspirated stop occurs initial and medial positions.

Initial
/dua/ ‘elder brother’
/da/ ‘nephew’

/dankren/ ‘right hand’
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Medial

>

/bida/ ‘comp
/madinwa/ ‘dark’
/Jodingna/ ‘plug’

/c/ voiceless palatal unaspirated stop occurs initial and medial positions.

Initial
/coka/ ‘tortoise’
/caintra/ ‘orange’

>

/cenepa/ ‘dry

Medial

/bucun/ ‘shoulder’
/yacuwa/ ‘discuss’
/eco/ ‘one’

/3/ voiced palatal unaspirated stop occurs initial and medial positions.

Initial

/yiya/ ‘bird’
I/ ‘leopard’
/yora/ ‘river’
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Medial

/teyu/ ‘squirrel’
/tanja/ ‘hawk’
/guga/ ‘dove’

/k/ voiceless velar unaspirated stop occur initial and medial positions.

Initial

/kuinero/ ‘keep time’

/keka/ ‘hen’

/kura/ ‘wind no wind fan’
Medial

/dika/ ‘buffalo’

/sika/ ‘jungle hen’
/paka/ ‘pig’

/g/ voiced velar unaspirated stop occurs initial and medial positions.

Initial

/gal ‘sit’
/gewa/ ‘intellect’
/gapani/ ‘cover’
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Medial
/yiga/
/yagoi/

/pagruse/

‘book’

‘mountain’

‘sweet pumpkin’

/m/ voiced bilabial nasal occurs in all positions of word.

Initial
/mocuro/
/menki/
/migro/

Medial

/lambera/
/mamu/
/pema/
Final
/kam/
/lanam/

/nomram/

‘dare’

cat’

‘eye brow’

‘tomato’
‘mouth’

belly’

‘work’
“front’

‘expect’

/n/ voiced alveolar nasal occurs 1n all positions of word.

Initial
/ni/

/mico/

‘salt’

‘two’
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/nanun/
Medial

/ana/

/hurana/

/gana/
Final

/suan/

car

‘elder sister’
‘circle’

‘stay’

‘change’

/y/ voiced velar nasal occurs in all positions of word.

Initial
/noka/
/moisay/
/nakai/
Medial
/yunba/
/bonoi/
/tuncin/
Final
/diyan/
/doy/

/yukuy/

‘monkey’
‘earth worm’

‘one hundred’

‘dry ginger’
‘white ant’

‘breath’

‘swan’
‘horn’

‘tomorrow’
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/s/ voiceless alveolar fricative occurs initial and medial positions.

Initial

/soka/ ‘rabbit’
/sipuna/ ‘death’
/sika/ ‘jungle hen’
Medial

/misiwa/ ‘alive’

/asi/ ‘gum’
/hansa/ ‘duck’

/z/ voiced alveolar fricative occurs initial and medial positions of word.

Initial

/z1ba/ ‘bow’
/zina/ ‘window’
/zuse/ ‘hailstorm’
Medial

/azua/ ‘pocket’
/sainza/ ‘maize’
/sinzi/ ‘yesterday’

/h/ voiceless glottal fricative occurs initial and medial positions.
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Initial

/haiwa/ ‘diseases’
/hawa/ ‘accompany’
/hutya/ ‘crab’
Medial

/mihigwa/ ‘deaf’
/sanahawa/  ‘diarrhea’
/yutihuina/  ‘bleed’
/1/" voiced alveolar lateral occurs in all positions.
Initial

/luicuwa/ “fight’

/u/ ‘put on’
/luintu/ ‘stone’
Medial

/molo/ ‘musk’
/dalaiwa/ ‘long’
/bakula/ ‘crane’
Final

/yampal/ ‘axe’
/dal/ ‘pulse’
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/r/ voiced alveolar trill occurs only in the initial and medial positions.

Initial

/roma/ ‘then’
Medial

/suru/ ‘lung’

/henpra/ ‘rib’
/zora/ ‘become’

/w/ voiced bilabial semi-vowel occurs initial and medial positions.

Initial

/wa/ ‘husband’
/waiwa/ ‘pull out’
/wati/ ‘rain’
Medial

/duwa/ ‘step brother’
/yowa/ ‘do’

/cawa/ ‘rest’

/y/ voiced palatal semi-vowel occurs initial and medial positions.
Initial

/yowa/ “push into’
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/yepiwa/ ‘attack’

/yuti/ ‘milk’
Medial

/kuiye/ ‘stay’
/ziya/ ‘bird’

3.3.3. Consonant cluster

The term consonant cluster refers to the combination of two or more
consonants C;C, occurring together within a syllable, for example both /pl-/
and /-nt/ are initial and final clusters in the word plant in English. Toto
permits upto two consonant clusters in an initial and medial syllable, while
no consonant clusters occur in word finally. It is also observed that the
consonant clusters in the language are very few in number. Like many other
Tibeto-Burman languages, the first member of the initial clusters in Toto can
be unaspirated voiceless stops /p/,/b/ and /k/, while the liquid sounds /I/ and
/t/ occupy their positions as the second member of the clusters are

exemplified below with the help of table.

First Second member
member

r 1
P & &
b * *
k * *

Table 6: Initial two consonant clusters
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3.3.3.1.The initial occurrences of C, C, clusters.

Consonant clusters Examples  Gloss

Stop + Liquid.

/pr/ /prai/ ‘betel leaf’
/pral/ ‘paddy plant’

/br/ /bran/ ‘plate’

/brunbrun/  ‘sugarcane’

/kr/ /krin/ ‘knee’
/kranti/ ‘kerosene’
/kl/ /klai/ ‘play’

3.3.3.2. Medial consonant clusters.

In case of medial consonant clusters the first member may be p,b.,t.d, j, k.g
and s where as the liquid and the trill phonemes occupy as a second member

which are exemplied through the table followed by the examples.
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First members

Second members

Stop+Liquid.

/pr/

/br/

/tr/

Table 7 Medial consonant clusters

/epran/

/haprai/

/henpra/

/iyunbri/
/dibruy/

/brunbrur/

/petregpuna/

/tatraiwa/

‘no problem’

‘Jungle betel leaf

‘backbone’

‘younger sister’
‘big stick’

‘bottle gourd’

‘fall down’
‘bright’
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/botra/ ‘bottle’

/kr/ /kekren/ ‘left hand’
/pegkru/ ‘a kind of bird (Bulbuli)’

/kankrase/  ‘staranize’or ‘star fruit’

/dr/ /pendrasin/  ‘a kind of smelling tree’

/sedragwa/  ‘apger’

/gr/ /pagruse/ ‘“pumpkin’
/bengri/ ‘brinjal’
/begren/ ‘feather’
Fricative+Liquid.
/st/ /tosrai/ ‘a cooking tool for curry’
/dosro/ ‘meet’

3.3.4. Consonant sequence

The term consonant sequence in the present analysis refers to the
combination of more than one consonants occurring across the syllable
boundary. Unlike consonant clusters, the consonant sequences in Toto are
very rich; however, they occur only in the medial position of words. So the
first members of the sequences are always stops nasals and trill while stops,
fricatives, affricates, nasals, lateral, trill and semi-vowels occupy the second
members of the same. Hence the second members are more in the CC
sequences In Toto than the first one in terms of its numerical strength. The

occurrences of consonant C; C, sequence in Toto are given below.
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Consonant sequence

Stop + stop
/- pp-/
/-pk-/
/-pt-/
/-bb-/
/-tk-/
/-kd-/

Nasal+Nasal

/-nn-/

/- nym-/

/-nn-/

Trill+Stops
/-rp-/
/-rd-/
/-rk-/

for cooking’

Examples

Gloss

/lap.pa/

/hep .kon/
/banaip.tena/
/yab.bri/
/put.kut/

/mik.do/

/puin.na/
/pan.mi/
/eron.me/
/oran.me/
/mar).na/
/3an.na/

/lon.nin/

/yur.paito/
/bor.dory/

/pir.ki/
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‘leaf’
‘morning’
‘foundation’
‘vegetable’

‘a kind of wine’

‘eye brow’

‘burn’

‘hungry’
‘husband’s sister’
‘old woman’
‘don’t take’
‘allow’

“point’

‘house lizard’
‘wood pecker’

‘a slice of bamboo used as ladle



/-rc-/ /bar.cu/ ‘sand’

/tor.cuwa/  ‘greet’
/ber.ce/ ‘palm’
Trill+Fricative
/-rs-/ /tongpor.se/  ‘guava’

/pagur.se/ ‘pumpkin’

Nasal+ Stops

/-mb-/ /mem.buna/ ‘dream’

/-nt-/ /nopun.tena/ ‘decide’

/guin.tuwa/  ‘fogy’

/luin.tu/ ‘stone’
/-np-/ /petren.puna/ ‘falling down’
/han.pa/ ‘why’

/wan.pana/  ‘flat’

/-nb-/ /len.ba/ “police’
/tan.ba/ ‘foot’
/din.ba/ ‘sky’

/-nt-/ /har).ta/ ‘where’

/men.tapa/  ‘neglect’
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/-nk-/
/-ng-/
/-n3-/
Nasal+Trill

/-mr-/

/-nr-/

Nasal + Fricative

/-ms-/

/-ns-/

Nasal+Lateral
/-ml-/
Nasal+ Semi-vowel

/-yw-/
Fricative+Stop

/-sp-/

/en.tawa/
/min.ki/

/oyen.ga/

/han.yopuna/

/nom.ran/
/an.ro/

/yin.ro/

/katam.sai1/

/3em.se/

/cen.suwa/

/tan.samu/

/hary.sa/

/yom.le/

/lon.wa/

/nas.pu/
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‘peddle’

cat’
‘settle’

‘regret’

‘expect’
‘drink’

‘sleep *

‘bitter guard’

‘lemon’

‘shout’

‘all’

‘duck’

‘twin’

‘pack’

cut’



/los.pu/ ‘swell’

/tes.puna/ ‘to kill oneself by rope’

Fricative+Nasal
/-sm-/ /kas.ma/ ‘dagger’
/-sn-/ /lois.na/ ‘warm’

Fricative+ Trill
/-sr-/ /dos.ro/ ‘meet’
Lateral+ stops

/-1t-/ /bal.tin/ ‘bucket’

3.4. Syllable

A syllable may be defined as a unit of pronunciation uttered without any
interruption. In other words, a sequence of phonemes with one peak of
sonority is also considered a syllable. It is made up of one or more than one
phoneme. Generally the vowel element is essential to the structure of a
syllable therefore the vowel obviously is the obligatory element in a syllable
and is called its nucleus or peak. A syllable ending in a vowel is called open

syllable and a syllable ending in a consonant 1s called closed syllable.

Like many other Tibeto-Burman languages, only vowels make the nucleus of
a syllable in Toto 1.e., there is no syllabic consonants in the language. Toto
syllables basically consist of a nucleus with or without an onset and a

nucleus with or without a coda. However it should be mentioned here that
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only a vowel or a diphthong may become a syllable or morpheme or word in
Toto It is also interesting to note that a word in Toto may consist of one or
more syllables. So the maximum number of syllables in a word is four but
their occurrence is very limited in the language. Given below are the

different types of syllables that we have in Toto.
3.4.1. Mono-syllabic words

The CV i1s the most common pattern in the case of the mono-syllabic words
in Toto whereas VC pattern is found in the mono-syllabic words of the
language but it not very frequent like CV. The basic syllable structure in the
language 1s V, VV , VC, CV, CVYV, CCVC, and CVC. Here the symbols V,
VV and C represent the vowel, diphthong and the consonant respectively.

The following is the structure of mono-syllabic words in Toto.

Mono-syllabic Words

Open A% /e/  ‘brother’
\AY /oi/ ‘yes’
Cv /gal  ‘sit’
(G\AY /lei/  ‘come’
Closed. VC /an/ T
/eny/ ginger’
CVC /kuy/ ‘my’
/nuy/ ‘to thank someone’
CCVC /bray/ ‘plate’
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3.4.2 Disyllabic Words

Second syllable is open

Cv.v /du.a/ ‘elder brother’
Cv.Ccv /pi.ka/ ‘cow’
CVC.CV /min ki/ ‘cat’
CCVV.CV /klai.ro/ ‘play’

Second syllable 1s closed

Cv.CcvC /la.pun/ ‘door’
cvc.cve /hep.koy/ ‘morning’
CCVC. CCVC /brun.brun/  ‘sugar cane’

3.4.3. Trisyllabic Words

This kind of syllable occurs only in open position of a word.
Third syllable is open.
CV.CV.CvV /ha.ko.ga/  ‘honor’
CV.CVC.CV /tanan.ta/  ‘far away’
CVV.CV.CV /tui.ca.ro/ ‘getup’
CVC.CVC.CVVY /cep.ren.sai/  ‘been’
3.4.4. Tetrasyllabic Words
This kind of syllable occurs only in open position of a word.

Fourth syllable 1s open.
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V.CVC.CV.CV /o.dan.cu.wa/ ‘dwarf’
CV.CV.CV.CV /ca.wa.cu.ti/ ‘mustard oil’
3.5. Morphophonemics

3.5.1. Unreleased voiceless stops

The voiceless stops become unreleased when they occur in syllable or

wordfinal position. Absence of release in this position is phonetic in Toto

e B
-syllabic
-sonorant
-continuant > [-released] /---- $

-strident

\__ -voice —

[p] [topro] “cap’
[yopmi] ‘to take out’

[t] [hatron ] ‘when’
[yitton] ‘sieve’

[k] [mIk] ‘eye’
[baksi] ‘box’

[c] [locmi] ‘to wear’
[tocmi] ‘pain’
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3.5.2. Monophthongization

This is one of the tendencies in Toto language that most of the vowel
sequences become monophthong in the casual or spontaneous speech. Here
the sequence of high back and /u/ + the central low unrounded vowel /a/

becomes the mid back rounded vowel /o/.

ua >o
/su.an/ > /sona/ ‘change’
/wu.ati/ > /woti/ ‘rain’
/yu.an/ > /yon/ ‘answer a question’

Like vowel sequences, most of the diphthongs become monophthongs in the
casual or spontaneous speech in Toto. The following examples are cited for

the diphthong /iu/ becomes /u/.

u>u
/ayiu/ > /ayu/ ‘dress up’
/liatui/ > lutui ‘ass’
/liuka/ > /luka/ ‘sheep’
/biucun/ > /bucurn/ ‘shoulder’

3.5.3. Epenthesis

Like many other Tibeto-Burman languages of Northeastern India, Toto has
a tendency for the insertion of semi-vowels /y/ or /w/ in between two vowels

to break a cluster of two vowels as exemplified below.
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o

-sonorant

-consonantal

-low

o back

B round

/bia/ -
/bet/

/kel/

/cea/

/ Syllable \

o back

B round

/biya/ ‘meat’
/byei/ ‘clan’
/kyei/ ‘sour’
/cewa/ ‘cut’
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