Chapter 3

Overview of Zeme, Liangmai and Rongmei

The phonological overview is mainly helpful to see how each
language is innovative or conservative based on comparison of the consonant
and vowel inventories between the languages undertaken for the present
research. The overview includes a brief description of the phonological
structure of three languages in terms of syllable structure, consonant
inventory, description and distribution of consonants, vowel inventory,
description and distribution of vowels, segment inventory and tone.

Therefore, this chapter will provide an overview of each of the languages.

3.1. Zeme

Zeme is one of the sub-groups of Zeliangrong Nagas inhibited in the
Northeastern states of India. Zeme is found in Dima Hasao District (formerly
known as North Cachar Hills), Assam, Tousem sub-division of Tamenglong
District and Senapati District of Manipur and Paren District of Nagaland.
Linguistically, Zeme belongs to Tibeto-Burman family of Languages
(Grierson, 1903). According to the 2001 Census of India, the total population
of Zeme was 34, 110.

3.1.1. Syllable structure

The syllable of Zeme can be generalized as (C)V(V,)(C,)T. The
parentheses show optional elements. The onset is composed of (C;). The
nucleus is composed of either an obligatory vowel V; as monophthong or a
diphthong V, (V,). The coda (C,) is consonant final and T represents the
tone. Examples of possible syllable sharps are provided in the following

table.

Zeme Gloss Syllable sharps

1 I \Y%

eu yes vV
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pa he cv

dui water cVV
nim catch cve
puak blast cvve

Table 1: Syllable sharps in Zeme

3.1.2 Consonants:

There are thirty seven consonant phonemes in Zeme. The consonantal

phoneme of Zeme is summarized in the following table:

Bilabial Alveolar | palatal | Velar glottal
Vl.unaspirated p t k
Stops V1. aspirated ph n K
Voiced b d g
Prenasalised | VI. unaspirated mp e "k
Stops V1. aspirated mph n¢h neh
Voiced M d ng
Nasals m n 1
Prenasalised ™ "n "y
nasals
Affricates ¢
Prenasalised e
affricates
Fricative Voiceless S h
Voiced 7z
Prenasalised | Voiceless g "h
Fricative Voiced n
Lateral Voiceless 1
Trill r
Prenasalised r
trill
Semi-vowels W y

Table 2: Zeme consonant inventory
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3.1.3. Description and distribution of consonants:
Stops
The phoneme /p/ is a voiceless unaspirated bilabial stop. It has no

perceptible positional variants other than the [p] itself and it occurs in all three

positions of words viz., initial, medial and final.

Initial

/pa/ ‘he’

/pe/ ‘look’
/pam/ ‘hug’
/puani/ ‘dresses’
/pak/ ‘run’
Medial

/haopiak/ ‘cup’
/sampau/ ‘message’
/hapua/ ‘elephant’
/kapei/ ‘slap’
/napoine/ ‘child’
Final

/kap/ ‘shoot’
/"tip/ ‘tight’
/sap/ ‘stand’
/peicup/ ‘hat’
/hap/ ‘cry’
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The phoneme /™p/ is a voiceless pre-nasalized bilabial stop. It has no

perceptible positional variants other than the [™p] itself and it occurs only in

the word initial position of words.

/"pat/
/"pakgéi/
/"pau/

/"pum/

/"peumi/

/"puimi/

‘mosses’
‘wild apple’
‘talk’
‘round’
men’

‘women’

The phoneme /p"/ is a voiceless aspirated bilabial stop. It has no

perceptible positional variants other than the [p"] itself and it occurs only in

initial and medial positions of words.

Initial
/p"ai/
/p"ai/
/p"éu/
/p"ui/
/p"ut/

Medial

/tap"ulua/
/kap"éu/

/ taphém/

‘shawl’
‘pull up’
‘search’

“full’

‘luggage’

‘river bank’
‘small spade’

‘duck’
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/kop"ai/ ‘husk’
/kiphl‘nj/ ‘plot of land’

The phoneme /™p"/ is a voiceless aspirated pre-nasalised bilabial stop. It
has no perceptible positional variants other than the [™p"] itself and it occurs

only in the initial position of words.

/mphak/ ‘sour and bitter taste’
/mpiak/ ‘broom’

/mpMum/ ‘bury’

/™p"uan/ ‘jug’

/mp"a/ ‘blunt’

/™p"akéi/ ‘apple’

The phoneme /b/ is a voiced unaspirated bilabial stop. It has no
perceptible positional variants other the [b] itself and it occurs only in the

initial and medial positions of words:

Initial

/ba/ ‘hand’
/buip™a/ ‘buffalo’
/bui/ ‘enough’
/bua/ ‘crawl’
/bi/ ‘cut’
Medial

/kobabé/ ‘light’
/¢inban/ ‘tree’
/kobun/ ‘snow’
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/kabak/
/kobar/

b

‘pig

‘servant’

The phoneme /™b/ is a voiced unaspirated pre-nasalised bilabial stop. It

has no positional variants and it occurs only in word initial positions of words.

/"oui/

/™bi/

/"oei/

/"badi/

/"oet/

/"bai/

‘ash’
‘ray’
‘journey’
‘mango’

‘leech’

‘side’

The phoneme /t/ is an unaspirated voiceless alveolar stop. It has no

perceptible positional variants other than the [t] itself and it occurs in all three

positions of words:

Initial
/ta/
/tin/
/tat/

/teu/

/tasat/

Medial
/hati/

/pata/
/hateu/

‘work’
‘rain’
g0
eat’

‘eight’

‘deer’
‘length’

b

‘necklace
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/katei/

/hatei/

Final

/tat/
/kat/
/padit/
/hit/

[rit/

‘teach’

‘dog

[3 b

g0
‘one’
‘breadth’
‘tear’ V

‘heavy’

The phoneme /"t/ is a voiceless unaspirated pre-nasalised alveolar stop.

It has no perceptible positional variants other than the ["t] itself and it occurs

only in the initial position of words.

/"tau/
/"ta/
/"tak/
/"tim/
/"tip/

"tia/

[3 b

sit
‘wear (bangle)’
‘rest’

‘suck’

‘tight’

13

ant’
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The phoneme /t"/ is a voiceless aspirated bilabial stop. It has no
perceptible positional variants other than the [t"] itself and it occurs only in
initial and medial positions of words. It is interesting to note that the
occurrence of phoneme /t"/ is not very productive in Zeme i.e. the phoneme is

not found frequently in the language.

Initial

/tin/ ‘block’
/t"uwak/ ‘pluck’
Medial

/kot"aibe/ ‘search’
/kot"abe/ ‘wash’

The phoneme /t"/ is a voiceless aspirated pre-nasalised alveolar stop. It
has no perceptible positional variants other than the ["t"] itself and it occurs

only in the initial position of words.

It/ ‘play’

/tui/ ‘spit’

St/ ‘cane basket’
/tukéi/ ‘brinjal’
/"t"au/ ‘sugarcane’
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The phoneme /d/ is a voiced unaspirated alveolar stop. It has no
perceptible positional variants other than the [d] itself and it occurs only in

initial and medial positions of words.

Initial

/dak/ ‘weave’
/di/ ‘big’
/dam/ ‘create’
/dGm/ ‘pack’
/dui/ ‘water’
Medial

/midui/ ‘kerosene’
/kadei/ ‘earth’
/madai/ ‘four’
/padit/ ‘breadth’
/kenduibe/ ‘gathering’

The phoneme /"d/ is a voiced unaspirated pre-nasalised alveolar stop. It
has no perceptible positional variants other than the ["d] itself and it occurs

only in the initial position of words.

/"dat/ ‘measure’
/"diak/ ‘green’
/"diau/ ‘smooth’
/"du/ ‘reveal’
/"din/ ‘vertical’
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The phoneme /k/ is a voiceless unaspirated velar stop. It has no
perceptible positional variants other than [K] itself and it occurs in all three

positions of words.

Initial

/ki/ ‘house’
/kor¢i/ ‘new’
/kona/ ‘two’
/kadei/ ‘earth’
/konk"du/ ‘cough’
Medial

/tigkau/ ‘grasshopper’
/hokaka/ ‘candle’
/tokua/ ‘pond’
/pakam/ ‘plain’
/tigkum / ‘year’
Final

/tak/ ‘rice’
/pak/ ‘run’
/tasak/ ‘hailstone
/maimik/ ‘sun’
/kazik/ ‘dew’
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The phoneme /*K/ is a voiceless unaspirated pre-nasalised velar stop. It

has no perceptible positional variants other than [*Kk] itself and it occurs only in

the initial position of words.
/*kin/
/"kak/
/kai/
/"kam/
/*kuianne/
/kiyak/

/kui/

‘listen’

‘crack’

[ b
twenty

‘door’

[ b
prawn

‘haw!’

‘bee’

The phoneme /K" is a voiceless aspirated velar stop. It has no

perceptible positional variants other than [k"] itself and it occurs only in initial

and medial positions of words.
Initial
/K"éi/
/k"am/
/K"a/
/k"uwai k™awaine/

/K uibe/

Medial
/kak"oi/
/konk"éu/
/konk"uaibe/

/pakPéi/
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b

‘tie
‘stop’
‘bitter’
‘slowly’

cut’

‘fish hook’
‘cough’
‘bend’

‘branch’



The phoneme /°k"/ is an aspirated voiceless pre-nasalised velar stop. It
has no perceptible positional variants other than [’k"] itself and it occurs only

in the initial position of words.

/'k"a/ ‘open basket’
/"k"lau/ “ticklish’

/K su/ ‘tobacco’

/K iyayi/ ‘sour leave’
/k"uwaine/ ‘sickle’

The phoneme /g/ is a voiced unaspirated velar stop. It has no perceptible
positional variants other than [g] itself and it occurs in initial and medial

positions of words.

Initial

/gi/ ‘curry’
/gu/ ‘defend’
/ga/ ‘no more’
/gumleéi/ ‘turmeric’
/gimi/ ‘gun’
Medial

/agei/ ‘cool’
/hoga/ ‘crab’
/hagau/ ‘frog’
/hogéi/ ‘iron’
/hagi/ ‘evening’
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The phoneme /%g/ is an unaspirated voiced pre-nasalised velar stop. It

has no positional variants and it occurs only in the initial position of words.

/ga/ ‘warming in fire’
/"géu/ ‘stomach full’
/"gak/ ‘crow’

/gei/ ‘unripe/raw’
/"gam/ ‘unison’

/*geuki/ ‘river’

/*gainé/ ‘cucumber’

Affricates:

The phoneme /¢/ is a voiceless palatal affricate. It has no perceptible
positional variants other than the [¢] itself and it occurs only in the initial and

medial positions of words.

Initial

/eei/ ‘small’
/E1/ ‘know’
/Can/ ‘thousand’
/Eakui/ ‘nine’
/€im/ ‘wet’
Medial

/karcibeé/ ‘new’
/kanci/ ‘holy’
/kanca/ ‘admire’
/kacai/ ‘death’
/kaCum/ ‘three’
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The phoneme /"¢/ is a voiceless unaspirated pre-nasalised palatal

affricate. It has no perceptible positional variants other than the ["¢] itself and it

occurs only in initial position of words.

"Gi/

"ce/

/"&a/

["Eat/

/"cak/

/"Eai/

Nasals:

‘clean’
‘like’
‘light’
‘watch’
‘itch’

‘salt’

The phoneme /m/ is a bilabial nasal. It has no perceptible positional

variants other than [m] itself and it occurs in all three positions of words.

Initial
/mama/
/mei/

/mimar)/
/mimui/

/mou/

Medial
/gimi/
/homui/
/komua/
/naimik/

/mimui/

‘root’
‘ripe’
‘dream’

‘mouth’

‘mistake’

gun’
sin’
‘cloud’
sun

‘mouth’
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Final

/top"am/ ‘duck’
/"kim/ ‘mole’
/dam/ ‘create’
/"kam/ ‘door’
/kotum/ ‘cow’

The phoneme /™m/ is a pre-nasalised bilabial nasal. It has no perceptible
positional variants other than [™m] itself and it occurs only in the initial

position of words.

/"'mi/ ‘dreamt’

/Mmut/ ‘blow’

/mum/ ‘holding something in the mouth’
/"miyaune/ ‘cat’

The phoneme /n/ is an alveolar nasal. It has no perceptible positional

variants other than [n] itself and it occurs in all three positions of words.

Initial

/narn/ ‘you’
/nam/ ‘smells’
/naimik/ ‘sun’
/nim/ ‘catch’
/na/ ‘young’
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Medial
/hinpnam/
/hanei/
/maneu/
/haneu/

/minéu/

Final
/hakun/
/kadun/
/"jin/
/"&in/

/tinrun/

‘blessing’
‘wolf
‘leaf’
‘snake’

‘nose’

‘horse’
‘shiver’
‘yellow’
‘nail’

‘south’

The phoneme /"n/ is a pre-nasalised alveolar nasal. It has no perceptible

positional variants other than the ["n] itself and it occurs only in the initial

position of words.

/"nu/
/"néi/
/"nei/
/"num/
/"nim/
/"nui/

/"niyam/

‘weak’
‘insult’
‘lime’
‘believe’
‘drown’
‘laugh’

‘sandy’
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The phoneme /1/ is a velar nasal. It has no perceptible positional

variants other than [g] itself and it occurs in all three positions of words.

Initial

/nau/
/nam/
/maine/

/mqum/

Medial
/tigua/
/maneu/
/honeu/
/hane/
/kanim/

Final
/"din/
/han/
/palun/
/pumtan/

/miguwar/

[3 b

see
‘win’

‘swallow’

‘back’

‘porcupine’
‘five’
‘spear’
‘wild cat’

‘tickling’

‘vertical’
‘for’
‘inside’

‘naked’

‘neck’



The phoneme /*y/ is pre-nasalised velar nasal. It has no perceptible
positional variants other than ["] itself and it occurs only in the initial position
of words.

/"nam/ ‘shy’

/"yua/ “friendship’
/"nin/ ‘expectation’
/"nena/ ‘baby’

/"néu/ ‘lean’

/"na/ ‘lazy’

/*nai/ ‘forget’

Fricatives:

The phoneme /s/ is a voiceless alveolar fricative. It has no perceptible
positional variants other than [s] itself and it occurs only in initial and medial

positions of words.

Initial

/sa/ ‘say’
/sia/ ‘bad’
/seu/ ‘hear’
/samke/ ‘word’
/sui/ ‘follow’
Medial

/leisi/ ‘paper’
/tasel/ ‘sneeze’
/buisan/ ‘mithun’
/kosak/ ‘hailstone’
/tasua/ ‘ladder’
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The phoneme /s/ is a pre-nasalised voiceless alveolar fricative. It has no

perceptible positional variants other the ["s] itself and it occurs only in the

initial position of words.

The phoneme /z/ is a voiced alveolar fricative. It has no

/suai/
/"sau/
/"sin/
/"séu/
/*sum/

/"sun/

‘kick’

‘jumping’
‘carrying on head’
‘granary’

‘drum’

‘box made of cane’

perceptible

positional variants other than [z] itself and it occurs only in initial and medial

positions of words.

Initial
/zak/
/zi/
/zai/
/zu/

/ze/

Medial
/mizai/
/hazai/
/hazéi/
/hoza/

/hazua/

‘swim’
‘name’
‘blood’
‘face’

‘energy’

‘hell’
‘lake’
‘bed’
rat

b

‘monkey
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The phoneme /"z/ is the voiced pre-nasalised alveolar fricative. It has no

perceptible positional variants other than the ["z] itself and it occurs only in the

initial position of words.
/"zi/
/"zin/
/"zai/
/"zei/
/"zak/

["zeiyi/

‘distribute’
‘yellow’
‘blue’
‘right’
‘climb’

‘mustard leaf’

The phoneme /h/ is a voiceless glottal fricative. It has no perceptible

positional variants other than [h] itself and it occurs only in initial and medial

positions of words.
Initial
/hap/
/ha/
/hia/
/hin/

/huy/

Medial
/rohéi/
/pohi/
/tahui/
/roheu/

/rohik/

3 b

cry
‘white’
‘sour’
‘afraid’

‘love’

‘generation’
‘time’
‘bulbul’
‘medicine’

‘louse’
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The phoneme /"h/ is a pre-nasalised voiceless glottal fricative
consonant. It has no perceptible positional variants other the ["h] itself and it
occurs only in the initial position of words. It is also worth mentioning here
that the phoneme pre-nasalised voiceless glottal fricative /"h/ do not occur
frequently in the language as it is evident by having a single lexical item

beginning with the same phoneme as can be seen in the following example.

/"hu/ ‘heighten’

Lateral:

The phoneme /I/ is a voiced alveolar lateral. It has no perceptible
positional variants other than the [1] itself and it occurs only in the initial and
medial positions of words. Interestingly, the absence of /lI/ in word final

position in Zeme is one of the typical features of Zeliangrong languages.

Initial

/lu/ ‘take’
/la/ ‘has’
et/ ‘open’
/lim/ “fly’
/an/ ‘cook’
Medial

/halu/ ‘field’
/tolauci/ ‘peach’
/kalua/ ‘village’
/kolan/ ‘thread’
/kala/ ‘gift’
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Trill:

The phoneme /r/ is a voiced alveolar trill. It has no perceptible
positional variants other than the [r] itself and it occurs only in initial and
medial positions of words. It should also be mentioned here that like the voiced
alveolar lateral /1/, the absent of /r in word final position in Zeme is also one of

the typical features of Zeliangrong languages.

Initial

/rankan/ ‘money’
/rau/ ‘write’
/rit/ ‘heavy’
/ran/ ‘tell’
/ri/ ‘late’
Medial

/horam/ ‘land’
/harui/ ‘spirit’
/kore/ ‘garden’
/koreu/ ‘ten’
/tigra/ ‘garlic’
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The phoneme /"r/ is the pre-nasalised voiced alveolar trill. It has no

positional variants other than the ["r] and it occurs only in the initial position of

words.

Semi vowels:

/"ranéi/
/"rui/
/"rau/
/"rei/
/"rum/

/"ra/

‘banana’
‘chicken’
‘comb’
‘axe’

‘narrow’

‘sick’

The phoneme /w/ is a voiced bilabial semi-vowel. It has no perceptible

positional variants other than the [w] itself and it occurs only in initial and

medial positions of words. It is also worth mentioning here that the phoneme

/w/ do not occur frequently in the word initial position in Zeme language as it

is evident by having a single lexical item beginning with the same phoneme as

can be seen in the following example.

Initial

/warn/

Medial
/teiwan/

/tigwan/

‘come’

‘bring’
‘God’
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The phoneme /y/ is a palatal semivowel. It has no perceptible positional

variants other than the [y] itself and it occus only in initial and medial positions

of words.

Initial

/yi/ ‘good’

/ya/ ‘no’

Medial

[Mjeiyi/ ‘mustard leaf’

/teuyi/ ‘tasty’

/K iyayi/ ‘sour leaf®
3.1.4 Vowels:

Zeme has six phonemic vowels as shown in the following table. The close
mid front vowel /e/ is realized as an open-mid front vowel [€] in a closed
syllable with either falling or low tone, /e/—[€]/C__C. The closed mid back
vowel /o/ is realized as an open-mid back vowel [O] in a closed syllable with
either falling or low tone /o/—[ O]/C__C. The low central vowel /a/ is

slightly different in its realization from [a] to [a].

Front Central Back
Unrounded | Unrounded | Rounded
High i u
Mid e e 0
Low a

Table 3: Zeme vowel inventory
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3.1.5 Description of vowels and distribution of their positional variants:

The phoneme /i/ is a short, high front unrounded vowel. It has two

positional variants viz., [i] and [1].

The [i] is realized as a high front unrounded vowel and it occurs in the

open syllables.
/mipi/ [mipi] ‘leg
/raci/ [raci] ‘chilly’
/gi/ [gi] ‘curry’
/hali/ [hali] ‘pot’

The [1] is realized as a lower-high front unrounded vowel and it occurs

elsewhere:
1/ [1] T
/mik/ [mik] ‘eye’
/lin/ [lin] ‘planting’
/tig/ [tm] ‘rain’

The phoneme /e/ is a short, mid front unrounded vowel. It has two

positional variants viz., [e] and [€].

The [e] is realized as a mid front unrounded vowel and it occurs in the

open syllables.
/"gaine/ ["gaine] ‘cocumber’
/"kine/ ["kine] ‘sparrow’
/kere/ [kere] ‘garden’
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The [¢] is realized as a lower-mid front unrounded vowel and it occurs

in the closed syllables.

/"bét/ ["bét] ‘leech’
/ket/ [ket] ‘one’

/tet/ [tet] ‘go’

/pet/ [pet] ‘comes out’

The phoneme /9/ is a short, mid central unrounded vowel. It has no

perceptible positional variants.

/anui/ [anui] ‘we’
/hagi/ [hogi] ‘curry’
/agu/ [ogu] ‘mine’
/haki/ [hoki] ‘house’

The phoneme /a/ is a short, central low unrounded vowel. It has no

perceptible positional variants.

/hé/ [ha] ‘white’
/tak/ [tak] ‘rice
/hap/ [hap] ‘cry’
/sap/ [sap] ‘stand’
/"bagi/ ["badi] ‘mango’
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The phoneme /o/ is a short, mid back rounded vowel. It has two positional

variants viz., [0] and [3].

The [o] is realized as a mid back rounded vowel and it occurs only in the

open syllables:
/mo/ [mo] ‘cleaning field’
/tigco/ [tinco] ‘morning’
/lo/ [lo] ‘imperative marker’
/hogd/ [hogd] ‘root of a plant use as medicine’

The [9] is realized as a lower-mid back rounded vowel and it occurs only in

the closed syllables:

/kok/ [kdk] ‘knee’
/thokéi/ ["t"ok¢i] ‘brinjal’
/robm/ [rom] ‘cut’
/gom/ [gdm] ‘lid’

The phoneme /u/ is a short, high back rounded vowel. It has two

perceptible positional variants viz., [u] and [0].

The [u] is realized as a high back rounded vowel and it occurs only in

the open syllables:
/éu/ [Cu] ‘rise’
/pu/ [pu] ‘grey’
/ru/ [ru] ‘burn’
/u/ [lu] ‘take’
/ku/ [ku] ‘call’
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The [ov] is realized as a lower-high back rounded vowel and it occurs

only in the closed syllables:

/kGm/ [kom] ‘sweet’
/lay/ [log] ‘live’
/lum/ [lom] ‘warm’
/ply/ [pon] ‘carry’
/picup/ [picup] ‘shoe’

3.1.6 Segment distribution:

The distribution of segmental in Zeme can be summarized as follows.

All consonants appear as initial consonant (C;). The monophthong V| has no

limitation but whenever the diphthong V; (V,) occurs, the second vowel (V)

is restricted to either close front unrounded vowel /i/ or close rounded back

vowel /u/.

The table below shows the diphthongs in Zeme.

Vowels Front Back

Close ui
Close mid ei eu oi ou
Open ai  au

Table 4: Zeme diphthongs

47



The distributions of diphthong in Zeme

following table with examples.

language are given in the

Diphthongs | Initial Medial Final

/ai/ /aida/ ‘this’ /railanbe/ “first’ | /p"ai/ ‘clothe’
fau/ | memmeee- /daule/ ‘all right’ | /kaulau/ ‘what’
/ei/ /ei/ ‘okay’ /peilou/ ‘give’ /hatei/ ‘dog’
/ui/ /uilia/ ‘there’ /ruibe/ ‘raining’ | /hodui/’water’
/eu/ /eu/ ‘yes’ /seube/ ‘hear’ /apeu/ ‘father’
/oi/ | e /loibe/ ‘end’ /soibe/ ‘sory
/fou/ |- /Coulou/ ‘who’ | /pou/ ‘report’

Table 5: Distributions of diphthongs in Zeme

The final consonants (C;) are restricted to voiceless stops and nasals as

shown in the following examples:

Consonants Labial Alveolar Velar
VL stops p t k
Nasals m n 1

Table 6: Zeme final consonants

The second consonant in the initial consonant cluster (C,) is restricted
to liquids /r/ or /l/, and it occurs only after voiceless stops /p/, /t/ and /k/.
Consonant clusters in Zeme are found only in reduplicated form of words
like /klun kluy/ ‘thundering sound’ /prum prum/ ‘clapping sound’ /plik plik /

‘clicking/twinkling’ etc.
3.1.7. Tone:

There are three contrastive tones in Zeme. They are high ///, mid
(unmark) and low /°/. The distribution of tone in Zeme is shown in the

following table:
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E.g.

Smooth syllable

Mid Monophthong, diphthong

High

Monophthong, diphthong

Low

Monophthong, diphthong

Table 7: Zeme tone distribution

Mid monophthong

Mid diphthong

High monophthong

High diphthong

Low monophthong

Low diphthong
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/di/

/&1/

/pou/

/p"ai/

/ki/
ri/

Ip"ai/

/kaa/

/ki/

/sa/

/teu/

/péi/

Cbig’

‘strong’

9

‘report

‘cloth’

B

‘dry

‘late’

‘cloth’

‘wait’

‘house’

‘speak’

3

eat’

‘give’




3.2. Liangmai

Liangmai is closely related to Zeme and Rongmei. They are found in
Tamenglong and Senapati District of Manipur, and Paren District of
Nagaland. Linguistically,
Languages. According to the 2001 Census of India, the total population of

Liangmai was 34,232.

3.2.1. Syllable structure

The syllable of Liangmai can be generalized as (C;)V(V,)(C,)T. The
parentheses show optional elements. The onset is composed of (C;). The
nucleus is composed of either an obligatory vowel V| as monophthong or a

diphthong V(V;). The coda (C,) is consonant final and T represents the tone.

they belong to Tibeto-Burman family of

Examples of possible syllable sharps are provided in the table.

Gloss Liangmai Syllable sharps
I I v

okay Ei \a%

he po cv

water dui cvv

catch nim cve

blast puak cvve

Table 8: Syllabic sharps in Liangmai
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3.2.2 Consonants

There are thirty nine consonant phonemes in Liangmai. The phonemic

inventory of Liangmai is summarised in the following table:

Bilabial Alveolar | palatal | Velar glottal
V1.Unaspirated p t k ?
V1. Aspirated ph & K"
Voiced b d g
Unaspirated
V1. Unaspirated | ™p t "k
VI. Aspirated mph n¢h it
Voiced My q g
Unaspirated
m n 1
mm Iln 1’1]J
¢
e
Voiceless S h
Voiced
Voiceless g "h
Voiced n,
Voiceless 1
1
T
r
w y

Table 9: Liangmai consonant inventory
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3.2.3. Description and distribution of consonants:
Stops:

The phoneme /p/ is a voiceless unaspirated bilabial stop. It has no
perceptible positional variants other than the [p] itself and it occurs in all three

positions of words viz., initial, medial and final.

Initial

/puan/ ‘carry’
/paliv/ ‘they’
/pak/ ‘run’
/pa/ ‘he’
/pi/ ‘give’
Medial

/kopun/ ‘mud’
/Carapen/ ‘flower’
/Capian/ ‘cup’
/Capi/ ‘head’
/Coptim/ ‘body’
Final

/kep/ ‘shoot’
/tap/ ‘break’
/Cap/ ‘stand’
/kap/ ‘ery’
/nap/ ‘paste’
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The phoneme /™p/ is a voiceless pre-nasalized bilabial stop. It has no

perceptible positional variants other than the [™p] itself and it occurs only in

the word initial position.
/"pé/
/"pin/
/"pék/
/"puwak/
/"pin/

/"pou/

‘moss’
‘needle’
‘separate’
‘throw’
‘afraid’

‘talk’

The phoneme /p"/ is a voiceless aspirated bilabial stop. It has no

perceptible positional variants other than the [p"] itself and it occurs only in

initial and medial positions of words.

Initial
/p"i/
/p™an/
/piet/
/phan/

/phe‘uJ/

Medial

/ taphﬁ/
/kop™un/
[&ap"ai/
/kaphien/

/ éaph(')/

[3 b

earn
‘carries’
‘tear’
‘bind’

3

cut’

‘river bank’
‘plot of land’
‘shawl’
‘discuss’
‘bridge’

53



The phoneme /™p"/ is a voiceless aspirated pre-nasalised bilabial stop. It

has no perceptible positional variants other than the [™p"] itself and it occurs

only in the initial position of words.

/™p"i/

/"pay/
/mpMam/
/mpak/
/mplem/

/mpiyak/

‘slant’
‘got’
‘drown’

‘tangy taste’

‘leprosy’

‘broom’

The phoneme /b/ is a voiced unaspirated bilabial stop. It has no

perceptible positional variants other the [b] itself and it occurs only in initial

and medial positions of words:

Initial

/bam/
/bui/
/ba/
/bien/
/bum/

Medial
/kabak/
/Cobam/
/kaban/
/kabun/

/kabui/

‘have/posses’
‘enough’
‘break’

‘wear’

‘seat’
‘servant’
‘snow’

[3 b

[0)%%
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The phoneme /™b/ is a voiced unaspirated pre-nasalised bilabial stop. It

has no positional variants and it occurs only in word initial positions of words.

/"bui/
/"bi/
/"bin/
/"buwan/
/"ben/

/"bop/

‘ash’
‘fart’
‘journey’
‘increase’
‘wall’

Gjump,

The phoneme /t/ is an unaspirated voiceless alveolar stop. It has no

perceptible positional variants other than the [t] itself and it occurs in all three

positions of words:

Initial
/tot"i/
/tik/
/tek/
/tat/

/tiu/

Medial

/kotiam/
/pumtan/
/kotum/
/ptitat/

/katar/

‘dog
‘black’
‘food’

‘walks’

eat’

‘arrange’
‘strength’
‘fast’
‘sleeper’
‘kick’
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Final

/tat/ ‘walk’
/K"at/ ‘one’

/gut/ ‘comes in’
/pat/ ‘comes out’
/phut/ ‘release’

The phoneme /"t/ is a voiceless unaspirated pre-nasalised alveolar stop.
It has no perceptible positional variants other than the ["t] itself and it occurs

only in the initial position of words.

/"tau/ ‘sit’

/ "t/ ‘stone’

/"tiu/ ‘wearing of necklace’
/"tuwan/ ‘jump over’

/"tik/ ‘chop’

/"tim/ ‘suck’

The phoneme /t"/ is a voiceless aspirated bilabial stop. It has no
perceptible positional variants other than the [t"] itself and it occurs only in

initial and medial positions of words.

Initial

/tin/ ‘hold’
/thélj]/ ‘long’
/t"an/ ‘bark’
/t™an/ ‘squeeze’
/t"Gan/ ‘praise’
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Medial

/tot"am/ ‘hair’
/tot"an/ ‘prize’
Jtat"/ ‘dog’
/tot"an/ ‘deer’
/tat"un/ ‘stick’

The phoneme /t"/ is a voiceless aspirated pre-nasalised alveolar stop. It
has no perceptible positional variants other than the ["t"] itself and it occurs

only in the initial position of words.

/tiyam/ “flute’

/"t"awan/ ‘to raise something up’
nh [3 2

/'tal free

/"tiye?n/ ‘play’

/"t"ak/ ‘naming’

/thuk/ ‘joint®

The phoneme /d/ is a voiced unaspirated alveolar stop. It has no
perceptible positional variants other than the [d] itself and it occurs only in

initial and medial positions of words.

Initial

/dak/ ‘weave’
/dom/ ‘wrap’

/dun/ ‘short’

/dam/ ‘create’
/din/ ‘tell’
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Medial

/kadamnai/
/tadui/
/adiu/
/odau/

/toidam/

‘Wednesday’
‘water’

“far’

‘meet’

‘blessing’

The phoneme /"d/ is a voiced unaspirated pre-nasalised alveolar stop. It

has no perceptible positional variants other than the ["d] itself and it occurs

only in the initial position of words.
/"div/
/"dan/
/*dunna/
/"dén/
/"dao/

/"dam/

‘mud’

‘name of an indigenous game’
‘name of a bee’

‘struggle’

‘taste’

‘blame’
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The phoneme /k/ is a voiceless unaspirated velar stop. It has no

perceptible positional variants other than [K] itself and it occurs in all three

positions of words.

Initial
/kai/
/kakabo/
/kobak/
/kabui/

/kobtn/

Medial
/tinkam/
/Coknian/
/Eakai/
/€oktian/

/&aki/

Final
/sak/
/kabak/
/tortiak/
/ariak/
/pak/

‘hundred’
‘white’
13 pig b

[3 2

cow

‘snow’

‘year’
‘plate’
‘tiger’
‘horse’

‘house’
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The phoneme /*K/ is a voiceless unaspirated pre-nasalised velar stop. It

has no perceptible positional variants other than [*Kk] itself and it occurs only in

the initial position of words.
/"kiu/
/"ke/
/"kai/
/*kan/

/kuwan/

‘extra’
‘lazy’
‘round’
‘belch’

‘bended leg’

The phoneme /K" is a voiceless aspirated velar stop. It has no

perceptible positional variants other than [k"] itself and it occurs only in initial

and medial positions of words.

Initial
/K"at/
/k"a/

/K iyan/
/k"am/

/K"om/

Medial
[&ak™am/
[&akMu/
/&ok um/
[&ak u?/

/&ok"uwarn/

[3 2

one
‘bitter’
‘sour’
‘stoping’

‘collect’

‘pillow’

19 . 9
termite
‘famine’
‘treasure’

‘respect’
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The phoneme /°k"/ is an aspirated voiceless pre-nasalised velar stop. It

as no perceptible positional variants other than itself and it occurs on
h perceptible positional ts other than ['K"] itself and it ly

in the initial position of words.
/'k"a/
/k"am/
/kMim/
k"
/kMawan/

/K™ai/

‘help’

‘door’
‘bending’
‘cough’
‘rolling down’

‘bee’

The phoneme /g/ is a voiced unaspirated velar stop. It has no perceptible

positional variants other than [g] itself and it occurs in initial and medial

positions of words.
Initial
/gui/
/guan/
/gum/
/gunlim/

/gen/

Medial
/magenna/
/nagu/
/pagom/
/Caguwan/

/pagen/

‘feed’

‘abdomen’
‘plantain leaf’
‘turmeric’

‘useful’

‘orphan’
‘yours’
‘lid’
‘king’
‘needs’
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The phoneme /%g/ is an unaspirated voiced pre-nasalised velar stop. It

has no positional variants and it occurs only in the initial position of words.

/giu/ ‘stomach full’

/*gap/ ‘active’

/gi/ ‘unripe/raw’

/"gou/ ‘bamboo basket used for drying paddy’
/"gien/ ‘grass’

/*gan/ ‘middle’

Affricates:

The phoneme /¢/ is a voiceless palatal affricate. It has no perceptible
positional variants other than the [¢€] itself and it occurs only in the initial and

medial positions of words.

Initial

/Cori/ ‘war’
/Ealu/ ‘“field’
/€ali/ ‘pot’
/&aki/ ‘house’
/€alui/ ‘song’
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Medial

/kacan/
/a¢i/
/kacu/
/kacun/

/kacia/

‘real’
‘my elder brother/sister’
‘encourage’
[3 : 2
saving

‘gold’

The phoneme /"¢/ is a voiceless unaspirated pre-nasalised palatal affricate.

It has no perceptible positional variants other than the ["¢] itself and it occurs

only in initial position of words.

Glottal stop:

/"¢am/
/"&an/
/"Eal
/"&iu/

/“cun/

‘same’
‘night’
‘halting’
‘fern’

‘pensive mood’

The phoneme /?/ is a voiceless glottal stop. It has no perceptible

positional variants other than the [?] itself and it occurs only in word medial

and final positions.

Medial
/ma?mai/
/"&uMm/

/"suwa?n/

‘child’
‘night’

‘morning’
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/opiya?y/ ‘my cup’

/okuwa?n/ ‘my plate’
Final

/opiya?/ ‘my father’
/ali?/ ‘tongue’
/oga?/ ‘my chest’
/€aka?/ ‘“friend’
/pokina?/ ‘husband’

Nasals:

The phoneme /m/ is a bilabial nasal. It has no perceptible positional

variants other than [m] itself and it occurs in all three positions of words.

Initial

/men/ ‘mad’
/matek/ ‘maize’
/manai/ ‘forget’
/mogiyarn/ ‘wedding’
/marai/ ‘love’
Medial

/tamar/ ‘house fly’
/komuwar)/ ‘cloud’
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/¢amana/
/Camai/

/coman/

Final

/nam/
/kostum/
/manam/
/Canam/
/"cam/

‘pumpkin’
‘human’

‘dream’

(3 14 ?

win
‘three’

‘to smell’
‘work’

‘same’

The phoneme /™m/ is a pre-nasalised bilabial nasal. It has no perceptible

positional variants other than [™m] itself and it occurs only in the initial

position of words.
/Mmawan/
/man/
/"mumbo/
/Mmuwat/

/Mmom/

‘water bottle’
‘dreamed’
‘dark blue’
‘blow’

‘holding inside the mouth’

The phoneme /n/ is an alveolar nasal. It has no perceptible positional

variants other than [n] itself and it occurs in all three positions of words.

Initial

/ntn/

‘melt’



[3 2

/nan/ you

/nuwan/ ‘sin’
/ma?mai/ ‘child’
/maimik/ ‘Sun’
Medial

/tonian/ ‘soil’
/piuniu/ ‘leaf’
/kone/ ‘two’
/toni/ ‘pant’
/yuna/ ‘banana’
Final

/Coban/ ‘rice’
/tot"an/ ‘deer’
/dan/ ‘cut’
/pakun/ ‘corner’
/kosan/ ‘new’

The phoneme /"n/ is a pre-nasalised alveolar nasal. It has no perceptible
positional variants other than the ["n] itself and it occurs only in the initial

position of words.

/"nan/ ‘worry’
/"ni/ ‘slippery’
/"nim/ ‘moist/damp’
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/"ntiwan/ ‘humble’
/"nén/ ‘taut’

/"nin/ ‘think’

The phoneme /1/ is a velar nasal. It has no perceptible positional

variants other than [g] itself and it occurs in all three positions of words.

Initial

/quna/ ‘banana’
/mau/ ‘see’
/mam/ ‘win’
/giyauna/ ‘cat’
Medial

/Caniu/ ‘spear’
/maniu/ ‘five’
/panan/ ‘limit’
/oniyu/ “fifty’
/Cani/ ‘festival’
Final

Nan/ ‘cook’
/May/ ‘live’
/san/ ‘dry’
/Coman/ ‘dream’
/pin/ ‘scare’
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The phoneme /’y/ is pre-nasalised velar nasal. It has no perceptible

positional variants other than [*] itself and it occurs only in the initial position

of words.
/"nam/ ‘shy’
/"nan/ ‘discard’
/"yumna/ ‘name of a bird’
/*niyen/ ‘noon’
/"néan/ ‘to look up’
/"na/ ‘opening mouth’
/"néna/ ‘baby’
Fricatives:

The phoneme /s/ is a voiceless alveolar fricative. It has no perceptible
positional variants other than [s] itself and it occurs only in initial and medial

positions of words.

Initial

/san/ ‘dry’
/sa/ ‘bad’
/suwan/ ‘boil’
/samriyu/ ‘thirty’
/siyam/ ‘small’
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Medial

/kosum/ ‘three’
/tasinbar/ ‘tree’
/kosan/ ‘new’
/tasiyu/ ‘paddy’
/tasin/ ‘wood’

The phoneme /s/ is a pre-nasalised voiceless alveolar fricative. It has no
perceptible positional variants other the ["s] itself and it occurs only in the

initial position of words.

/"sawa?n/ ‘morning’
/"san/ ‘clean’

/"sak/ ‘itch’

/"sien/ ‘light

/"si/ ‘bearing fruit’
/"se/ ‘like’

The phoneme /z/ is a voiced alveolar fricative. It has no perceptible
positional variants other than [z] itself and it occurs only in initial and medial

positions of words.

Initial

/z0/ ‘face’
/7i/ ‘sleep’
/zau/ ‘wine’
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/zuwan/

/zentan/

Medial
/tozan/
/tozai/
/tazi/
/tozawan/

/tazo/

‘sell’

‘date’

‘name’
‘blood’
‘bed’
‘monkey’

rat

The phoneme /"z/ is the voiced pre-nasalised alveolar fricative. It has no

perceptible positional variants other than the ["z] itself and it occurs only in the

initial position of words.
/"zeM/
"ze/
/"z¢k/
/"zén/
/"zen/
/"zawan/

/"zu?an/

‘mustard’

‘name of insects’

‘climb’

‘distribute’

‘slow’

‘swallow’

‘alike’
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The phoneme /h/ is a voiceless glottal fricative. It has no perceptible
positional variants other than [h] itself and it occurs only in initial and medial

positions of words.

Initial

/ha/ ‘absent’
/ht/ ‘brave’
/htm/ ‘sweet’
/han/ ‘blow’
/hiyam/ ‘tempt’
Medial

/pohan/ ‘bundle’
/€ohiu/ ‘moon’
/kohum/ ‘pray’
/poham/ ‘plain’
/pohan/ ‘under’

The phoneme /"h/ is a pre-nasalised glottal fricative. It has no
perceptible positional variants other the ["h] itself and it occurs only in the

initial position of words.

/*htwan/ ‘cheap’
/*huwan/ ‘coward’
/*hiyen/ ‘peeping’
/*hen/ ‘red thread’
/*hén/ ‘down side’
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Lateral:

The phoneme /I/ is a voiced alveolar lateral. It has no perceptible
positional variants other than the [1] itself and it occurs only in the initial and

medial positions of words.

Initial

T/ ‘take’
/lay/ ‘live’
Niyan/ ‘pour’
Nin/ ‘planting’
Nan/ ‘cook’
Medial

/palun/ ‘inside’
/mili/ ‘sheep’
/oliam/ ‘boat’
/malum/ ‘believe’
/€ali/ ‘pot’

The phoneme /"I/ is the pre-nasalised voiced alveolar lateral. It has no
positional variants other than the ["1] itself and it occurs only in the initial
position of words. It is also worth mentioning here that the pre-nasalised voiced
alveolar lateral /"l/ do not occur frequently in the language as it is evident by
having few lexical items beginning with the same phoneme as can be seen in

the following example.
/"lien/ ‘show’

/Miyam/ ‘overflow’
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Trill:

The phoneme /r/ is a voiced alveolar trill. It has no perceptible

positional variants other than the [r] itself and it occurs only in initial and

medial positions of words.

Initial
/réy/
/ru/
/rankan/
/rou/
/rin/
Medial
/€ori/
/Cora/
/Cariyan/
/pirtn/

/Cariyu/

‘organize’
‘burn’
‘money’
‘write’

‘live’

war’
Cgod,
‘rope’

‘Cap’

‘tired’

The phoneme /"r/ is the pre-nasalised voiced alveolar trill. It has no

positional variants other than the ["r] and it occurs only in the initial position of

words.

/"ra/
/"re/
/"riu?/
/"ran/

/"rembar/

‘touch’

‘a kind of insect’
‘hungry’

‘high tone’

‘banyan tree’
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Semi vowels:

The phoneme /w/ is a voiced bilabial semi-vowel. It has no perceptible
positional variants other than the [w] itself and it occurs only in initial and

medial positions of words.

Initial

/wi/ ‘good’
/warn/ ‘come’
/wancak/ ‘watch’
/wazai/ ‘proud’
/Waljkhém/ ‘yoke’
Medial

/tigwarn/ ‘God’
/Cowarn/ ‘king’
/powan/ ‘time’
/Cawan/ ‘evening’
/Cunwi/ ‘happy’

The phoneme /y/ is a palatal semivowel. It has no perceptible positional

variants other than the [y] itself and it occus only in initial and medial positions

of words.
Initial
/yo/ ‘yes’
/yan/ ‘isn’t it’
lye/ ‘aspect’
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Medial

/Coriyan/ ‘rope’
/Kiyan/ ‘sour’
/piyan/ ‘cup’

3.2.4 Vowels:

Liangmai has six phonemic vowels as shown in the table below. The
close mid front vowel /e/ is realized as an open-mid front vowel [€] in a
closed syllable with either falling or low tone, /e/—[€]/C__C. The closed mid
back vowel /o/ is realized as an open-mid back vowel [O] in a closed syllable
with either falling or low tone /o/—[O]/C__C. The open front vowel /a/ is

slightly different in its realization from [a] to [a].

Front Central Back
Unrounded Unrounded Rounded
High I u
Mid e ) 0
Low a

Table 10: Liangmai vowel inventory

3.2.5 Description of vowels and distribution of their positional variants:

The phoneme /i/ is a short, high front unrounded vowel. It has two

positional variants viz., [i] and [1].

The [i] is realized as a high front unrounded vowel and it occurs in the

open syllables.
/a¢i/ [a€i] ‘elder brother/sister’
/puiki/ [purki] ‘road’
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/ri/ [ri] ‘late’
/tani/ [toni] ‘pant’

The [1] is realized as a lower-high front unrounded vowel and it occurs

elsewhere:
/i/ [1] ‘T
/tik/ [tik] ‘black’
Nin/ [lig] ‘planting’
/tin/ [tig] ‘rain’
/€im/ [¢im] ‘wet’

The phoneme /e/ is a short, mid front unrounded vowel. It has two

positional variants viz., [e] and [€].

The [e] is realized as a mid front unrounded vowel and it occurs in the

open syllables.
/make/ [moke] ‘lazy’
/kane/ [kone] ‘two’
/ke/ [ke] ‘horn’
/pe/ [pe] ‘grandmother’

The [e] is realized as a lower-mid front unrounded vowel and it occurs

in the closed syllables.

"6/ [t"én] ‘long’
/lek/ [lek] ‘beat’
/dén/ [dén] ‘block’
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/sém/ [sém] ‘polish’
/rém/ [rém] ‘operate’
/"bén/ ["bén] ‘wall®

The phoneme /9/ is a short, mid central unrounded vowel. It has no

perceptible positional variants.

/aliu/ [aliu] ‘we’
/Cagan/ [Cogan] ‘curry’
fogn/ [ogu] ‘mine’
/Caban/ [Caban] ‘rice’
/moki/ [moki] ‘bite’
/omik/ [omik] ‘my eye’
/Comi/ [Comi] “fire’
/&aki/ [Caki] ‘house’

The phoneme /a/ is a short, central low unrounded vowel. It has no

perceptible positional variants.

/akhaljmai/ [akhaljmai] ‘gentleman’

/€alan/ [Colan] ‘earring’
/taza/ [toza] ‘rat’

/ka/ [ka] ‘white’

/lay/ [lan] ‘cook’

/pa/ [pa] ‘he’

/bam/ [bam] ‘have/posses’
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The phoneme /o/ is a short, mid back rounded vowel. It has two positional

variants viz., [0] and [2].

The [o] is realized as a mid back rounded vowel and it occurs only in the

open syllables:
/mo/ [mo]
/&op"0/ [op"0]
/mo/ [no]
/yo/ [yo]
/lo/ [lo]
/€agd/ [Cogo]
/k"o/ [k"o]

‘cleaning field’

‘bridge’

‘imperative marker’
‘root of a plant use as medicine’

‘collect’

The [o] is realized as a lower-mid back rounded vowel and it occurs only in the

closed syllables:
/sém/ [sdm]
/lunpom/ [lugpom]
/rébm/ [rom]
/mazdn/ [mozdn]
/dom/ [dom]
/k"om/ [khom]

‘erect’
‘anger’
‘cut’
‘fine’

‘wrap’

‘collect’



The phoneme /u/ is a short, high back rounded vowel. It has two

perceptible positional variants viz., [u] and [v].

The [u] is realized as a high back rounded vowel and it occurs only in

the open syllables:
/su/ [su]
/hu/ [ha]
/r/ [ru]
/magu/ [nogu]
/Ealw/ [lu]

‘rise’
‘brave’
‘burn’
‘yours’

‘field’

The [u] is realized as a lower-high back rounded vowel and it occurs

only in the closed syllables:

/t™an/ [t"on]
/dun/ [don]
/hum/ [hom]
/Tany/ [lon]

/Eamun/ [mon]
/nty/ [non]

3.2.6 Segment distribution

‘squeeze’
‘short’
‘sweet’
‘live’
‘mouth’

‘melt’

The distribution of segmental in Liangmai can be summarized as

follows. All consonants appear as initial consonant (C;). The monophthong

V, has no limitation but whenever the diphthong V; (V) occur the second

vowel (V,) is restricted to both closed unrounded front vowels /i/ or close



rounded back vowel /u/. The following table shows the diphthongs in

Liangmai.
Front Back
Close u ui
Close mid el ol ou
open of ai au

Table 11: Liangmai diphthongs

The distributions of diphthongs in Liangmai are shown in the following

table with examples.

Diphthongs | Initial Medial Final
fai/ | - /moimik/ ‘sun’ /otai/ “forty’
fau/ | e /taudui/ ‘sugar’ /tau/ ‘burn’
/ei/ /ei/ ‘okay’ | -----—--- /conei/ ‘lime’
/ui/ /uise/ ‘that one’ | /puiki/ ‘road’ /kobui/’cow’
) VA R /noipat/ ‘east” | -------——-
foi/ | - /kaloibo/‘the | -----------

end’
o/ | -mmemmee- /roubo/ ‘writing’ /mou/ ‘wife’
/in/ | e /niuki/ ‘nostril’ /cahiu/ ‘moon’

Table 12: Distribution of diphthongs in Liangmai

The final consonants (C;) are restricted to voiceless stops and nasals as

shown in the table below.

Consonants Labial Alveolar Velar
VL stops p t k
Nasals m n N

Table 13: Liangmai final consonants

The second consonant in the medial consonant cluster (C,) is

restricted to liquids /r/ and /1/, and it occurs only after voiceless stops /p/, /t/
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and /k/. Like Zeme, consonant clusters in Liangmai are found only in
reduplicated form of words like /tra ra/ ‘sprinkle’ /kluy kluy/ ‘thundering
sound’ /prum prum/ ‘clapping sound’ /plik plik/ ‘clicking/twinkling’ etc.

3.2.7. Tone

There are three contrastive tones in Liangmai. They are high ///, mid

(unmark) and low /°/. The distribution of tone in Liangmai is shown in the

table below.
Smooth syllable
Mid Monophthong, diphthong
High Monophthong, diphthong
Low Monophthong, diphthong

Table 14: Liangmai tone distribution

E.g., Mid monophthong /7i/ ‘sleep’
Mid diphthong /ciu/ ‘heard’
High monophthong /mi/ ‘married’
High diphthong /otai/ “forty’
Low monophthong /ki/ ‘house’
Low diphthong /tiu/ ‘eat’
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3.3. Rongmei

The term Rongmei was derived from the word Ruang ‘south’ and
Mei ‘people’ which literally means ‘the people from the south’ and
later on, it became Rongmei from Ruangmei. Rongmei is mainly
concentrated in the three states of North Eastern India viz., Assam,
Manipur, and Nagaland. Rongmei Naga is also known as Kabui.
According to 2001, Census of India, the total population of Rongmei is

given in the name of Kabui was about 94,758.

3.3.1. Syllable structure

The basic syllable of Rongmei can be generalized as (C;)V(V,)(C,)T.
The parentheses show optional elements. The onset is composed of (C;). The
nucleus is composed of either an obligatory vowel V,; as monophthong or a
diphthong V(V,). The coda (C,) is consonant final and T represents the tone.

Examples of possible syllable sharps are shown in the following table.

Gloss Rongmei Syllable sharps
1 I v

yes ou Vv

bad si cv

water dui cvv

catch nim cve

blast puak cvve

Table 15: Syllabic sharps in Rongmei
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3.3.2. Consonants:

Thirty five consonant phonemes are found in Rongmei. The phonemic

inventory of Rongmei is shown in the following table:

Bilabial Alveolar | palatal | Velar glottal
Vl.unaspirated | p t k ?
V1. aspirated ph th kh
Voiced b d g
VL. unaspirated mp Nt "k
V1. aspirated mph n¢h Kt
Voiced my q g
m n Y
"m "n D
¢
e
Voiceless S h
Voiced Z
Voiceless g
Voiced 'z
Voiceless 1
B
T
r

Table 16: Rongmei consonant inventory
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3.3.3. Description and distributions of consonants:
Stops:

The phoneme /p/ is a voiceless unaspirated bilabial stop. It has no
perceptible positional variants other than the [p] itself and it occurs in all three

positions of words viz., initial, medial and final.

Initial

/pin/ ‘afraid’
/puat/ ‘luggage’
/pak/ ‘run’
/pan/ ‘mushroom’
/pi/ ‘head’
Medial

/kapek/ “flat’
/kopa/ ‘choose’
/guipuan/ ‘elephant’
/banpa/ ‘palm’
/lunpuam/ ‘anger’
Final

/kep/ ‘shoot’
/"tip/ ‘tight’
/palup/ ‘play’
/kap/ ‘ery’
/map/ ‘rice’
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The phoneme /™p/ is a voiceless pre-nasalized bilabial stop. It has no
perceptible positional variants other than the [™p] itself and it occurs only in

the word initial position of words.

/pum/ ‘classifier for round objects’
/™puan/ ‘wind’

/"pu/ ‘thin’

/™pin/ ‘needle’

/"pin/ ‘afraid’

/™piukui/ ‘toad’

The phoneme /p"/ is a voiceless aspirated bilabial stop. It has no
perceptible positional variants other than the [p"] itself and it occurs only in

initial and medial positions of words.

Initial

/p"ai/ ‘leg’
/p™an/ ‘carries’
/pha/ ‘feeding’
/p"an/ ‘behalf’
/p"ai/ ‘husk’
Medial

/lanp"iak/ ‘broom’
/kop"i/ ‘slap’
/kap"ien/ ‘discuss’
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/kap"ap/ ‘climb’

/kaip™un/ ‘plot of land’

The phoneme /™p"/ is a voiceless aspirated pre-nasalised bilabial stop. It
has no perceptible positional variants other than the [™p"] itself and it occurs

only in the initial position of words.

/™p"um/ ‘bury’
/mpMian/ ‘white’
/mpMuai/ ‘grass’
/"pPak/ ‘tangy taste’
/mpat/ ‘rebuke’

The phoneme /b/ is a voiced unaspirated bilabial stop. It has no
perceptible positional variants other the [b] itself and it occurs only in initial

and medial positions of words:

Initial

/bam/ ‘present’
/bu/ ‘moon’
/bak/ ‘break’
/ba?n/ ‘hand’
/baléi/ ‘tongue’
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Medial

/piban/ ‘pillow’

/kobing/ ‘weighty’

/kabiu/ ‘injure’

/kabung/ ‘classifier for container’
/kaoba/ ‘meaning’

The phoneme /™b/ is a voiced unaspirated pre-nasalised bilabial stop. It

has no positional variants and it occurs only in word initial positions of words.

/"but/ ‘ash’
/"bang/ ‘close’
/"bat/ ‘leech’
/"bap/ ‘test’
/mba?t"ai/ ‘mango’
/"bian/ ‘slant’

The phoneme /t/ is an unaspirated voiceless alveolar stop. It has no
perceptible positional variants other than the [t] itself and it occurs in all three

positions of words:

Initial

/ta/ ‘bangle’
/tam/ ‘pickle’
/tan/ ‘work’
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/tacat/
/tat/

/tu/
Medial
/tamtou/
/kotiam/
/katp/
/katum/

/pumtan/

Final

/k"ot/
/kazit/
/tat/
/kat/

/pat/

‘eight’
‘walk’

eat’

‘sugarcane’
‘arrange’
‘frequent’
‘quick’

‘strength’

3 b

one
‘swing’
‘walk’
‘offer’

‘comes out’

The phoneme /"t/ is a voiceless unaspirated pre-nasalised alveolar stop.
It has no perceptible positional variants other than the ["t] itself and it occurs

only in the initial position of words.

/"teu/ ‘stone’
/"tu/ ‘necklace’
/"tuk/ ‘sharp’
/"tak/ ‘bed bug’
/"tim/ ‘suck’
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The phoneme /t"/ is a voiceless aspirated bilabial stop. It has no
perceptible positional variants other than the [t"] itself and it occurs only in

initial and medial positions of words.

Initial

/t"an/ ‘python’
/t"in/ ‘wood’
"4/ “fat’
/thut/ ‘wipe’
/t"Gan/ ‘praise’
Medial

/kat"/ ‘push’
/tint"ai/ “fruits’
/kot"u/ ‘seeds’
/kot"iu/ ‘steam’
/kot"um/ ‘three’

The phoneme /t"/ is a voiceless aspirated pre-nasalised alveolar stop. It
has no perceptible positional variants other than the ["t"] itself and it occurs

only in the initial position of words.

/t"an/ ‘clean’
/t"an/ ‘maggot’
/thian/ ‘tomorrow’
/tMiam/ ‘small’
/"t"ak/ ‘itching’
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The phoneme /d/ is a voiced unaspirated alveolar stop. It has no

perceptible positional variants other than the [d] itself and it occurs only in

initial and medial positions of words.
Initial
/dak/
/dom/
/da/
/dam/
/dui/
Medial

/kadui/
/kadun/
/kondi/
/kada/
/tondiak/

b

‘weave
‘wrap’
“far’
‘create’

‘water’

< b

cgg
‘shiver’
‘earth’
‘select’

‘hammer’

The phoneme /"d/ is a voiced unaspirated pre-nasalised alveolar stop. It

has no perceptible positional variants other than the ["d] itself and it occurs

only in the initial position of words.
/"dé?p/
/"dat/
/*dav/
/"dui/
/"dau/
/"dai/

/"diak/

‘hungry’
‘measure’
‘bulbul’
‘short’
‘reveal’

‘sweet’

‘green’
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The phoneme /k/ is a voiceless unaspirated velar stop. It has no

perceptible positional variants other than [K] itself and it occurs

positions of words.

Initial
/kai/
/keu/
/konei/
/kondi/

/kadui/

Medial
/tokuan/
/tamkuak/
Natkeén/
/kokiak/

/tigkum/

Final
/guak/
/jik/
/duibek/
/pak/

/kae?k/

‘house’
‘call’
‘two

‘earth’

cgg

‘horse’
‘bowl’
‘word’
‘piace’

‘year’

p1g
‘dew’

‘river’

‘gold’
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The phoneme /*K/ is a voiceless unaspirated pre-nasalised velar stop. It

has no perceptible positional variants other than [*Kk] itself and it occurs only in

the initial position of words.
/°ka/
/"kak/
/"kam/
/"kat/

/"kap/

‘cane basket’

‘crack’

‘hide’

‘block’

‘locust’

The phoneme /K" is a voiceless aspirated velar stop. It has no

perceptible positional variants other than [k"] itself and it occurs only in initial

and medial positions of words.

Initial
/K"em/
/Ka/
/k"an/
/krak/
/Kai/
Medial

/kok"an/

/kaik"am/
/duik"an/
/moikau/

/moikMiet/

‘stop’
“fish’
‘sour’
‘peel’

‘chew’

‘think’
‘door’
‘pond’
‘smoke’

‘matches’

92



The phoneme /°k"/ is an aspirated voiceless pre-nasalised velar stop. It

as no perceptible positional variants other than itself and it occurs on
h perceptible positional ts other than ['K"] itself and it ly

in the initial position of words.

/'k"a/
/k"em/
/k"am/
/k"ou/
/Kit/
/k"uai/

/k™a/

‘help’
‘mole’
‘last’
‘cough’
‘curl’
‘bee’

‘bitter’

The phoneme /g/ is a voiced unaspirated velar stop. It has no perceptible

positional variants other than [g] itself and it occurs in initial and medial

positions of words.

Initial
/guarn/
/ga/
/gan/
/gai/
/géi/

/gau/

‘come’
‘crab’
‘bright’
‘good’
‘plenty’

‘frog’
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Medial

/kogat/ ‘wave’
/koge/ ‘needs’
/kogan/ ‘time’
/kogit/ ‘beat’
/toguak/ ‘disturb’

The phoneme /%g/ is an unaspirated voiced pre-nasalised velar stop. It

has no positional variants and it occurs only in the initial position of words.

/*gan/ ‘male’

/*gam/ ‘unison’

/*gin/ ‘travel’

/git/ ‘tinkling and numb sensation’
/Pgu/ “full or satisfied’

Affricates:

The phoneme /€/ is a voiceless palatal affricate. It has no perceptible
positional variants other than the [¢€] itself and it occurs only in the initial and

medial positions of words.

Initial

/Eabuan/ ‘youth’
/€akiu/ ‘nine’
/Can/ ‘road’
/Cogam/ ‘bear’
/¢a/ ‘tea’
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Medial
/kacai/
/kacak/
/kaée?k/
/tacat/

/guaican/

‘horn’
‘jump’
‘gold’

‘eight’

‘mithun’

The phoneme /"¢/ is a voiceless unaspirated pre-nasalised palatal affricate.

It has no perceptible positional variants other than the ["¢] itself and it occurs

only in initial position of words.

Glottal stop:

‘same’
‘pointed’
‘knock’
‘cold’
‘twenty’

‘middle’

The phoneme /?/ is a voiceless glottal stop. It has no perceptible

positional variants other than the [?] itself and it occurs only in word medial

and final positions.

Medial
/ku?ymei/
/lan?pan/
/"¢an?mei/
/"Eian?mei/

/"Gan?mei/

‘difficult’
‘cotton’
‘modest’
‘lean,tilt’

‘have time’
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Final

"¢um?/ ‘correct’
/kopén?/ ‘outside’
/kalun?/ ‘inside’
Nan?/ ‘thread’
/kot"an?/ ‘new’

Nasals:

The phoneme /m/ is a bilabial nasal. It has no perceptible positional

variants other than [m] itself and it occurs in all three positions of words.

Initial

/man/ ‘root’
/mansai/ ‘human’
/muar/ ‘mouth’
/mai/ “fire’
/min/ ‘ripe’
Medial

/manma/ ‘envy’
/komai/ ‘he’
/pugma/ ‘pumpkin’
/bumen/ “spirit’
/koman/ ‘tiger’
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Final
/mam/
/kat™tm/
/gacagrim/
/sém/

/gum/

‘win’
‘three’

‘turmeric’

The phoneme /™m/ is a pre-nasalised bilabial nasal. It has no perceptible

positional variants other than ["m] itself and it occurs only in the initial

position of words.
/"man/
/M mum/
/"muan/

/™mon/

‘dreamed’
‘dark blue’

‘blow’

b

‘sory

The phoneme /n/ is an alveolar nasal. It has no perceptible positional

variants other than [n] itself and it occurs in all three positions of words.

Initial
/mum/
/nary/
/nap/
/nam/

/meimik/

‘jungle’
Gy()u’
‘rice’
b

‘village

‘Sun’

97



Medial

/anai/ ‘we’
/konai/ ‘two’
/€onai/ ‘seven’
/gonnam/ ‘garlick’
/tonian/ ‘snail’
Final

/kacan/ ‘bright’
/talan/ ‘sweat’
/dan/ ‘cut’
/kokun/ ‘corner’
/kot"an/ ‘new’

The phoneme /"n/ is a pre-nasalised alveolar nasal. It has no perceptible
positional variants other than the ["n] itself and it occurs only in the initial

position of words.

/"na/ ‘near’

/"nau/ ‘sick’

/"nit/ ‘water leech’
/"nan/ ‘strain’

/"nu/ ‘a weaving part’
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The phoneme /1/ is a velar nasal. It has no perceptible positional

variants other than [g] itself and it occurs in all three positions of words.

Initial
/mai/
/mana/
/mam/
/mam/
/men/
Medial
/tonyui/
/konen/
/panu/
/konan/

/konim/

Final
/suwan/
/Tay/
/€iy/
/nan/

/pin/

‘festival’

‘baby’

[3 14 ?

win
‘authority’

‘chest’

‘close eye’
‘steep’
‘five’
‘limit’

‘deep sound’

‘cook’
‘live’
‘thousand’
19

you’

‘scare’
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The phoneme /*y/ is pre-nasalised velar nasal. It has no perceptible

positional variants other than ["] itself and it occurs only in the initial position

of words.

/"nen/ ‘red yam’

/"nai/ ‘kind of hard wood’

/*nou/ “forest’

/"pien/ ‘bite’

/*niu/ ‘wistle’

/"nék/ ‘banana stem’
Fricatives:

The phoneme /s/ is a voiceless alveolar fricative. It has no perceptible
positional variants other than [s] itself and it occurs only in initial and medial

positions of words.

Initial

/sal ‘speak’
/s1/ ‘bad’
/sén/ ‘long’
/sam/ ‘hair’
/s0/ ‘pain’
Medial

/kosin/ ‘number’
/asan/ ‘deer’
/kasai/ ‘limping’
/sa?si/ ‘fox’
/kosiam/ ‘make’
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The phoneme /s/ is a pre-nasalised voiceless alveolar fricative. It has no

perceptible positional variants other the ["s] itself and it occurs only in the

initial position of words.

The phoneme /z/ is a voiced alveolar fricative. It has no

/"sa/

/"sek/

/"sat/

/"sai/

/Msu/

/"suk/

‘free’

‘left over’
‘sting’
‘splash’
‘thick’

‘joint’

perceptible

positional variants other than [z] itself and it occurs only in initial and medial

positions of words.

Initial
/zau/
/zéu/
/zek/
/zen/
/zai/
/zan/

/zuan/

‘wine’
‘monkey’
‘swim’
‘energy’
‘blood’
‘meat’

‘sell’
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Medial
/tazai/

/tinzin/
/kozap/
/kozau/

/kazi/

)

‘saline spring
‘evening’
‘grab’
‘involve’

‘match’

The phoneme /"z/ is the voiced pre-nasalised alveolar fricative. It has no

perceptible positional variants other than the ["z] itself and it occurs only in the

initial position of words.

The phoneme /h/ is a voiceless glottal fricative. It has no

/"zal
/"zi/
/"zEk/
/"zan/
/"zen/

["zu/

‘precious’
‘raw’
‘climb’
‘distribute’

‘slow’

‘show’

perceptible

positional variants other than [h] itself and it occurs only in initial and medial

positions of words.

Initial
/hau/
/héy/
/hu/
/hew/

/hi/

see
‘red’
‘teeth’
b

‘banana

‘boat’
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Medial

/kohup/ ‘humid’
/kohai/ ‘wipes’
/kohau/ ‘like’
/kohik/ ‘sobs’
/kohu/ ‘front’

Lateral:

The phoneme /l/ is a voiced alveolar lateral. It has no perceptible
positional variants other than the [1] itself and it occurs only in the initial and

medial positions of words.

Initial

/la/ ‘take’

/leu/ ‘“field’
/Tany/ ‘live’
/liay/ ‘pour’
/in/ ‘plant” V
Medial

/koltny/ ‘inside’
/tolan/ ‘sweat’
/tolem/ ‘butterfly’
/tale/ ‘stylish’
/talout"ai/ ‘gooseberry’
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The phoneme /"I/ is the pre-nasalised voiced alveolar lateral. It has no

positional variants other than the ["1] itself and it occurs only in the initial

position of words.
/"lim/
/Miyak/
/"u/
/"liv/
/"Taak/
/"luai/

Trill:

The phoneme /r/ is a voiced

“flute’
‘lick’
‘twist’
‘loose’
‘swallow’

‘creep’

alveolar trill. It has no perceptible

positional variants other than the [r] itself and it occurs only in initial and

medial positions of words.

Initial
/riyan/
/reu/
/rek/
/rem/
/rai/
Medial

/tamra/
/keran/
/parat/
/pirun/

/karen/

‘rope’
‘burn’
‘cage’
‘decay’

‘intestine’

‘thirty’
‘old’

‘smart’

b

‘cap

9

‘empty

104



The phoneme /"r/ is the pre-nasalised voiced alveolar trill. It has no

positional variants other than the ["r] and it occurs only in the initial position of

words.
/ra/ ‘violin’
/"rui/ ‘snake’
/"riya?y/ ‘bamboo’
/"riyet/ ‘comb’
/"remban/ ‘banyan tree’
/"ri/ ‘axe’

3.3.4 Vowels

Rongmei has six phonemic vowels as shown in the table below. The
close mid front vowel /e/ is realized as an open-mid front vowel [€] in a
closed syllable with either falling or low tone, /e/—[€]/C__C. The closed mid
back vowel /o/ is realized as an open-mid back vowel [o] in a closed syllable
with either falling or low tone /o/—[ 9]/C__C. The open front vowel /a/ is

slightly different in its realization from [a] to [a].

Front Central Back
Unrounded | Unrounded | Rounded
High 1 u
Mid e e} 0
Low a
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3.3.5 Description of vowels and distribution of their positional variants:

The phoneme /i/ is a short, high front unrounded vowel. It has two

positional variants viz., [i] and [1].

The [i] is realized as a high front unrounded vowel and it occurs in the

open syllables.
/ri/ [ri] ‘war’
/¢i/ [¢i] ‘lips’
/bi/ [bi] ‘mud’
/ti/ [ti] ‘give’
/zauki/ [zauki] ‘wild cat’

The [1] is realized as a lower-high front unrounded vowel and it occurs

elsewhere:
/tin/ [tmn] ‘nail’
/din/ [dig] ‘stand’
/zip/ [z1p] ‘sleep’
/tig/ [tm] ‘rain’
/sim/ [s1m] ‘house fly’

The phoneme /e/ is a short, mid front unrounded vowel. It has two

positional variants viz., [e] and [€].

The [e] is realized as a mid front unrounded vowel and it occurs in the

open syllables.

/ule/ [ule] ‘crocodile’
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/bamre/ [bamre] ‘chair’

/Ce/ [Ce] ‘paper’
e/ [le] ‘and’
/te/ [the] ‘aspect’

The [¢] is realized as a lower-mid front unrounded vowel and it occurs

in the closed syllables.

/séy/ [sén] ‘long’
/ben/ [ben] ‘knife’
/lén/ [1&n] ‘bed’
/talém/ [tolém] ‘butterfly’
/"zén/ ["zén] ‘plain’
/hen/ [hen] ‘red’

The phoneme /3/ is a short, mid central unrounded vowel. It has no

perceptible positional variants.

/aniu/ [oniu] ‘we’
/alau/ [olaU] ‘child’
/tomai/ [tomal] ‘gun’

/Cogam/ [Cogam] ‘bear’

/komar)/ [koman] ‘tiger’

The phoneme /a/ is a short, central low unrounded vowel. It has no

perceptible positional variants.
/ra/ [ra] ‘tell’

/sat/ [sat] ‘sting’
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/sam/ [sam] ‘hair’
/map/ [nap] ‘rice’

/tat/ [tat] ‘go’

The phoneme /0/ is a short, mid back rounded vowel. It has two positional

variants viz., [o] and [2].

The [o] is realized as a mid back rounded vowel and it occurs only in the

open syllables:
/go/ [go] ‘crab’
/ro/ [ro] ‘imperative marker’
/"kMo/ ["k"0] ‘help’
/¢ano/ [Cano] ‘brothers’
/kado/ [koado] ‘choose’

The [o] is realized as a lower-mid back rounded vowel and it occurs only in

the closed syllables:
/s6m/ [som] ‘erect’

/lugpom/ [luppom] ‘anger’

/roém/ [rdm] ‘cut’
/dom/ [dom] ‘wrap’
/gom/ [gom] ‘cover’

The phoneme /u/ is a short, high back rounded vowel. It has two

perceptible positional variants viz., [u] and [v].
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The [u] is realized as a high back rounded vowel and it occurs only in

the open syllables:
/gu/ [gu] ‘ginger’
/mu/ [nu] ‘mucus’
/hu/ [hy] ‘teeth’
/bu/ [bu] ‘moon’
/du/ [du] “far’

The [u] is realized as a lower-high back rounded vowel and it occurs

only in the closed syllables:
/gun/ [gun] ‘snow’
/lam/ [lom] ‘warm’
/tigpuk/ [tinpok] ‘sky
/Tan/ [log] ‘live’
/ephflm/ [aphom] ‘duck’

/zun/ [zon] ‘urine’

3.3.6. Segment distribution

The distribution of segmental in Rongmei can be summarized as

follows. All consonants appear as initial consonant (C;).
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The monophthong V, has no limitation but whenever the diphthong V, (V)

occurs in a word, the second vowel (V,) is restricted to both either closed

unrounded front vowel /i/ or close rounded back vowel /u/. The table below

shows the diphthongs in Rongmei.

Front Back
Close u ui
Close mid el oi ou
open ai  au

Table 18: Diphthongs in Rongmei

3.3.6.1. Distribution of Diphthongs:

The distribution of diphthongs in Rongmei is illustrated in the following table

with examples

Diphthongs | Initial Medial Final

/ai/ /ai/ ‘I’ /maipu/ ‘man’ /mai/ ‘fire’

/au/ /au/ ‘yes’ /laut™aan/ ‘morning’ | /rau/ ‘burn’

fei/ /ei/ ‘okay’ /geimei/ ‘abundant’ | /goimei/ ‘abundant’
i/ | e /duidai/ ‘flood’ /"rui/ ‘snake’

4 /koriumai/ ‘together’ | /biu/ ‘enough’

F ) VA R /boinoi/ ‘soft’ /pheisoi/ ‘women clothe’
o/ | - /olouna/ ‘child’ /pou/ ‘grandfather’

Table 19: Distribution of diphthongs in Rongmei

The final consonants (Cs) are restricted to voiceless stops and nasals

as shown in the table below.

Labial Alveolar | Velar
VL stops p t k
Nasals m n 1

Table 20: Rongmei final consonants
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The second consonant in the medial consonant cluster (C,) is
restricted to liquids /r/ and /1/, and it occurs only after voiceless stops /p/, /t/
and /k/. Like Zeme and Liangmai, consonant clusters in Rongmei are found
only in reduplicated form of words like /klun kluny / ‘thundering sound’
/prum prum/ ‘clapping sound’ /plik plik/ ‘clicking/twinkling’ etc.

3.3.7. Tone

There are three contrastive tones in Rongmei. They are high //, mid
(unmark) and low /°/. The distribution of tone in Rongmei is shown in the

table below.

Smooth syllable
Mid Monophthong, diphthong and low
High Monophthong, diphthong and low
Low Monophthong

Table 21: Rongmei tone distribution

E.g., Mid monophthong /ti/ ‘give’
Mid diphthong /ai/ ‘T’
High monophthong /du/ ‘far’
High diphthong /t"4i/ “die’
Low monophthong /si/ ‘dog’
Low diphthong /"téu/ ‘stone’
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3.3.8. Brief summary

Regarding initial consonants, all languages share the voiceless
aspirated and unaspirated stop series. Glottal stop [?] is found in Liangmai
and Rongmei but it is not found in Zeme so far. Semi vowels are found in
both Zeme and Liangmai but it is totally absent in Rongmei. All the
languages have glottal fricative [h]. All the languages have voiceless stop
and nasal series in finals. They do not have liquid finals. It is interesting to
note that these languages does have pre-nasalised counterpart of all the

consonantal phonemes except semi vowels.

Six cardinal vowels are common in all languages. The close mid front
vowel /e/ is realized as an open mid front vowel [g] in a closed syllable.
Similarly, the closed mid back vowel /o/ is realized as an open mid back
vowel [0] in a closed syllable. The open front vowel /a/ is slightly different in

its realization from [a] to [a] in all the languages.

A system of three tones is probably the norm for all these three

languages. The tones are high, mid and low.
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