DECLARATION

I, Mr. LIPSON RONGPI, Research Scholar under Assam University, Diphu
Campus do, hereby, declares that the work embodied in this Ph. D thesis is my
own bonafide work carried out by me under the supervision of Dr. BIKASH
CHANDRA DASH for a period of four years. The matter embodied in this Ph.D.
thesis has not been submitted elsewhere for the award of any other
degree/diploma.

I have faithfully acknowledged, given credit to and referred to the research
workers wherever their works have been cited in the text and the body of the
thesis. I further declare that I have not willfully lifted up some other’s work, para,
text, data, results, etc. reported in the journals, books, magazines, reports,
dissertations, thesis, etc., or information available at web-sites and include them
in this Ph. D. thesis and cited them as my own work.

Lﬁﬁw Rong
Date: 19/07/2015 (Lipson Rongpi)
Diphu Research Scholar



DEDICATION

This thesis is dedicated to the treasured memory of my late parents Sarthe
Rongpi and Mekri Teronpi — for their love, sacrifice and right upbringing. The
sturdy temperament that they have taught and instilled in me has made it possible
for me to go through the rigours of this academic work. May they rest in peace at
the bosom of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

“Absent from the body, present with the Lord. We loved them a lot but God
loved them more”



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

This thesis is indebted to many individuals and institutions whose precious
contributions were imperative for its completion. Therefore, I wish to express my
gratitude and sincere thanks to all those well-wishers out there who made the
environment conducive for me to undertake and actualize this task.

Most importantly, I want to express my deep appreciation and thanks to the
Almighty God, the giver and sustainer of my life. I owe this achievement to You
and let all the glory be ascribed unto You, O Lord.

I remain forever grateful to the Vice Chancellor of Assam University
Professor Somnath Das Gupta for bringing a milieu for serious academic work.
Assam University, Silchar has been a veritable place for shaping my future in
many ways. May God continue to uphold the Vice Chancellor and members of his
family in the days to come. My gratitude also goes to the Pro Vice Chancellor
Prof. Bhuleswar Mate, Prof (late) Ramendu Bhattacharjee and Prof D.K. Pandiya,
of Assam University, Diphu Campus. I am also indebted to the Deputy Registrar
of AUDC Dr. Subhajit Choudhary for his encouragement, contribution and
support.

I sincerely appreciate the valuable comments and encouragement of Dr. K.C.
Das, Head, Department of Political Science, AUDC, Prof. J.D. Thang, Head,
Department of Political Science, Diphu Government College and Dr. B. Gohain
Roy, Principal, Diphu B.Ed College. Their encouragement, observation and
counsel has not only invigorated me to persevere but has also amplified the
gravity of my research work. I am, therefore, deeply indebted to them.

My heartfelt thanks to my Supervisor and Guide Dr. Bikash Chandra Dash for
being my pillar and mentor throughout the bumpy journey of my academic work,
without whose blow-by-blow direction this thesis wouldn’t have come to the end
of its destination.

My appreciation extends to faculty members in the Department of Political
Science, Assam University, Diphu Campus for their encouragements and
suggestions, which has immensely instilled in me positive vibes to complete my
thesis. They are: Prof. Panchanan Chattapadhaya, Dr. Niranjan Mahapatra and Dr.
Rajesh Seth.

My approbation also goes to faculty members outside the Department — Prof.
S. Biswas, Dr. Anup Dey, Dr. Paul Chonzik and Dr. N. Singh who have
profoundly contributed in one way or the other towards putting the lid to this
thesis.



I am also gratified towards Dr. Jyotiraj Pathak, Associate Professor and Head,
Department of Political Science, Bodoland University, Kokrajhar for
incorporating my research related paper in two of his edited books namely —
‘TRIBAL WELFARE IN INDIA’ (With special reference to North-East India)
and ‘HUMAN RIGHTS IN NORTH EAST INDIA’. My heartfelt gratitude also
goes out to the publisher Global Publishing House India for making my dream
come true.

I would also like to thank my loving wife Lidia Beypi, who has always
stood by me. Her support, patience, prayers and understanding throughout the
duration of my research work has pep up my spirits. She has been the source of
inspiration when I feel weak and frail, empty and edgy. Her strong determination
has motivated me to complete my research in time. My special appreciation goes
to my lovely son Rengthim Rongpi who was born while I was doing this study; I
had to leave him for days and nights at the arm of his mother due to the demands
of this study

The same gratitude goes to my brother, sisters, and brother-in-laws who
have contributed immensely in molding me into what and who I am today.

Last but not the least; I am indebted to my in-laws for their perennial
prayer, understanding and support during the course of my study. I also extend
my regards to Jirsong, Kache and Esther who earnestly helped with the domestic
chores during the course of this study. God bless you all.

L»ﬁw Rongp
Lipson Rongpi
Research Scholar



CONTENTS

Pages
DeCLAVALION ... ... e e e e e e e e e e et e et e e e e e e e e e ]
@7 1 e 12PN /
DediCAtiON. ... ... ....c.cuv e e ittt et et e et e e e e e e e e e eee el DT
ACKkNOWIEAZGEMENL ... ... ... ...v et it et et et et e e et et et e et e een een eene e e e el BV
ABSIFACE ... ..o ot et et e e et e et e et e e e e e e e e e e aeee eV
(07271 A PSSO 1
LISt Of TADIES ... ..o e e e e e e e eee e e e eee eee eeeaeeaeeaeee ees eeenenaee e n X
LISt Of FIQUIES ... e e e e e e et eee e eee eee eee eee aee eee eee eee eee eee aee vee vee vee vaeee aen aen een XD
List 0f ADDFeVIALIONS ... ... ceeceeees e e e e et e e e e e e e e e WX

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study.......ccceeeiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiianicinnes 1
1.2 Statement of the Problems.........ccccvvviiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnennn 3
1.3 Conceptual FrameworK.....c.ccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeiinecnee, 4
1.4 Understanding Movements: A Theoretical Perspective.........c.cccceevueeee. 7
1.5 Objectives of the Study.....ccoeveviiiiniiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiieiciinesosnnenns 10
1.6 Review of Literature......ccooeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiieciieseieceneccnncnns 10
1.7 Hypotheses....couiiiniiiniiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiiieiiieteisteiarcssscnnscnnenns 15
1.8 Research Methodology......ccccevveiiiiniiiineiiiiniiiinriciinrioinnresensscnnnes 16
1.8.1 Universe of the Study.......coveeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiriiinnieenaenn. 16
1.8.2 Sample size of the Study......cccevvviiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn 16
1.8.3 Variables of the Study......c.cccceviuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiinnnns 17
1.8.4 Sampling Procedure.........ccceveiiiiiiiniiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiieicniiincennns 17
1.8.5 Method of Data Collection.........c.cceeviieiiiniiiiiiiiiiiinrcinnennnes 17
1.8.6 Method of Data Analysis....cccceveueiiiiniicinriciinricinnrcocnnccennnns 19
1.9 Operational Definition of Terms.......ccccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiinrininnncnnn 19
1.9.1 Autonomous State.......cceveiieiieiieiiiieiieiieiiecieiieimeiecenenns 19
1.9.2 Sub-NationaliSm.......ccccoveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienn 19
1.9.3 Ethnic Militant.......cccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiecieiaeen, 19
1.9.4 Homeland........cccoeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiiieecinecnneens 19
1.10 Significances of the Study......cccceviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiineieee 19
1.11 Scope and Time Frame of the Study.......cccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniinnnnnnn 20

Vii



CHAPTER 2: CONCEPTUALIZING MILITANT MOVEMENT IN

NORTH EAST INDIA
2.1 INtroduction....cceiieeiieiiiniiiieiiieiiieiiieiiieiiieteiateiarcinscenscsnscenscnnnns 21
2.2 Conceptualizing Militant Movement in North-East India................... 22
2.2.1 Arunachal Pradesh.......ccccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiciinnnen 24
D R L | 1 T 25
20 700 TR -1 1 1) 411 1 28
2.2.4 Meghalaya....ccooieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieceiacenns 32
P2 2R T\ 17/ 0) ) 1 1 PO PN 34
2.2.6 Nagaland.......ccceviieiiiiiiniiiiiiieiiieiiieiieeicisiosatoenscensonnses 38
P78 70 N )4 111 o 43
PRI O 1 F:1 0175 ST 111111 ) o) S 45

CHAPTER 3: DEMAND FOR STATEHOOD AND OTHER FACTORS
RESPONSIBLE FOR KARBI MILITANCY

3.1 INtroduction....cceieiieiieiieiineieiieiieeierierieeeececineciscsssescenccnscns 48
3.2 Integrating Tribal people......c.cccveiiiiniiiiiniiiiiniiiiiniiiiiniiiiiieiinnccnnns 50
3.3 Public Response to Statehood Demand and Militancy............cc.cuueeeeee. 51
3.4 Formation of All Party Hills Leaders’ Conference (1960).................. 54
3.5 Formation of Mikir Hills Progressive Party (1970)......cccccevviiniiinnnnnes 55
3.6 Formation of United Mikir Hills and
North Cachar Hills Leaders’ Conference (1973)....ccccieieviiiiiiinnnnnens 55

3.7 Formation of All Party People’s Conference (1973)....cccceevvuviucnnnenn. 55
3.8 Formation of Separate State Demand Committee (1980)................... 56
3.9 Formation of Central Autonomous State Demand Committee (1986)...57
3.10 Formation of Autonomous State Demand Committee (1986).......... 57
3.11 Formation of Karbi Anglong Autonomous

State Demand Committee (1986).....c.ccciiiiiiinnniiiiiiinnnciicniinencacns 59
3.12 Formation of Karbi Anglong and North Cachar Hills

Autonomous State Demand Committee (1986)........ccceeviinnienen. 60
3.13 Signing of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)..........c.cccceuueen. 61
3.14 Other Factors Responsible for Karbi Militancy...........ccccceiavineen. 65

3.14.1 Language SUPPresSiON ...ccoeveiinriiiinririnrceinsrosnssscnnsones 65

3.14.2 Culture and Religious Assimilation..........c.ccoeevveiiniininnnn. 71

3.14.3 Demographic Invasion.......cccoeeeviiiniiiiiniiiiinriiiinieiinnecnnns 78

3.14.4 Subjugation of Traditional Administrative System.............. 80

3.14.5 Economic EXploitation.......ccccceviiniiiiiniiiiiniiiinniciinniennnns 89

3.14.6 Land Alienation........ccceviiieiiiiniiiinniiiinriciinrcaeescccrnssanes 91

viii



3.14.7 Exertion of Sub-National Identity.......cccccovvieiiiiiiriiinniennne 95
K25 ESTI O] 1 F:1 0175 W] 11111 11 B2 o) 96

CHAPTER 4: GENESIS, LEADERSHIP, OBJECTIVES AND RESOURCES OF
KARBI MILITANT MOVEMENT

4.1 INtroduction....ccceiieiieiieiiiiieiieieiieeierieteieiiecierieciacesccecsscsasencens 98
4.2 Genesis of Karbi Militant Movement...........ccoceviiiiiieiiiniiinieinieinnness 929
4.3 Birth of Organized Karbi Militant Movement........cc.cocevievieeineinnnnen 101
4.3.1 Formation of Karbi National Volunteers (KNV)......ccceeeeneens 103
4.3.2 Formation of Karbi People’s Force (KPF).........ccccccceveaeene. 104
4.3.3 Formation of United People’s
Democratic Solidarity (UPDS)....cccoveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniinecnnnn 106
4.3.4 Formation of Karbi Longri and North Cachar Hills
Liberation Front (KLNLF).....ccoiiiiieiiiiiiiiinniicciienssnnccnss 107
4.4 Leadership Structure.....ccccviieiiiiiniiiiieiiiiinnieiinsiosisrccssssasessessenes 108
4.5 ODJECtiVES..uuiiieiiieiiiniiiieiiieriestssatosatosssssssssssosssssssssssssnsssssssnses 110
4.6 Areas of Operation.......c.ccvveiieiiiiiiiiiiiniiieiiieiiieiiinicieicnercnsrecesees 111
4.7 External LinKage......ccccviieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiniininnriiinsrossasicsensscnnnns 111
4.8 Foreign Training.......cccovveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiiieceieccncnns 112
4.9 RESOUICES..eeeuerieienrieiiartessssesssssosssssosssssosssssssssssssssssssssssssnsssses 112
4.10 Strategy of the Movement........cccvevuiiiniiiiniiieiiinieinieinrcinrisesconnss 113
4.11 Publication and WebsSite........cccevviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiecinenens 114
4.12 Propagation and Recruitment..........ccceivieiiiinniiiinniiimeniceinccnnnen 114
4.13 Factional Clashes......cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiinieeeieeees 114
4.14 Limitations of Karbi Militant Movement..........ccccevveiiiiniiiinnncnnnns 116
4.15 Chapter SUMMATY...ccceiiutiieriiriieetiieteeetoestesstcssscssscsssssssssnsees 118

CHAPTER 5: KARBI MILITANT MOVEMENT AND ITS IMPACT ON

STATEHOOD DEMAND
5.1 INtroduction.....cccveiieiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiieiieiiiieiiieiiiiieiecieciaciscnnces 120
5.2 Ethnic Violence and Impact on Statehood Movement ..................... 120
5.3 Backdrop of ethnic violence with Kuki tribe.........cccccceeviiiiiinnen... 121
5.3.1 Hostility between Karbi and Kuki militants....................... 125
5.3.2 Impact of Karbi-Kuki violence..........cccevveiiiiiniiiinniiiinnnnn 128
5.4 Karbi and Bodo violence: A confrontation of militancy.................... 129
5.5 The spark of Karbi and Khasi (Pnar) violence.........cccccvvvinviiiinninns 131
5.6 Backdrop of ethnic violence with Dimasa tribe..........c.ccccceviiiiinnnae, 132
5.6.1 Hostility between Karbi and Dimasa militants.................... 134
5.6.2 Impact of Karbi-Dimasa violence..........cccevvvviiiiniiiinninennn 137



5.7 Human Rights and Karbi Militant Movement...........cccceeeieiinrennnns 139
5.8 Human Rights and Security Forces in Karbi Anglong..................... 141
5.9 Chapter SUMMATIY....ccieetiiiieiiiinetieenstosssstossssscsssscssssscsssssassnsses 149
CHAPTER 6: RESPONSE OF THE GOVERNMENT TO KARBI MILITANT
MOVEMENT

6.1 INtroduction......ccoevieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiieiieiiecietieccecnscneees 154
6.2 Armed Forces (Special Power) Act and Karbi Militant..................... 155
6.3 Assam Disturbed Area Act Extension to Karbi Anglong.................. 158
6.4 Government Response to United People’s Democratic Solidarity.........159
6.5 Mistakes Committed by Government and Karbi Nationalist leaders....163
6.6 Government Response to Karbi Longri and

North Cachar Hills Liberation Front.........ccccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnenen. 166
6.7 Demands Charter of Karbi Longri and

North Cachar Hills Liberation Front.........cccccoviiiiiiiiininnieiiiannnen. 169
6.8 Chronology of Official Talks with Government...........cccccvvuvruneennes 172
6.9 Chapter SUMMATY....cciiviiiiiiiiiiietiitiieiieiietieeiacieteeeecsssmmescsaces 172

CHAPTER 7: SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

7.1 INtroduction....cccvieiieiiniiiiiieiieiiiiiiiiieiieiieeieiiiecietieciecieccmeescnces 174
7.2 Testing of the Hypotheses......c.ccoiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicieiieciennne, 176
7.3 Summary of the FINdings......c.cccceviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiinnicinnnens 178
7.4 Implications of the Study on the Theoretical Framework..................184
7.5 Conclusion and Recommendation........ccccceviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeinnnnne. 185
F N 0] 8155 114 B (o1 PP 188
Photo gallery........ooniinii 129
Bibliography . ...c..oiii e 222



LIST OF TABLES

Pages
Table 1.1 Socio-Economic Profiles of the Respondents.............................. 18
Table 2.1 State wise Distribution of Militant
Organizations in North East India......................ooo, 23
Table 3.1 Overview Data of Karbi Anglong District..................c.coviiiinn.nn. 48
Table 3.2 Names of Development Blocks with
its Headquarter and Sub-DiviSion..........cccccceceireeciieenieeeiieesiee e 49
Table 3.3 Opinion of the respondents on Karbi Statehood............................ 51
Table 3.4 Gender wise response on the need of Karbi Statehood................... 52
Table 3.5 Community wise response on the need of Karbi Statehood.............. 52
Table 3.6 Occupational wise response on the need of Karbi Statehood.............52
Table 3.7 Income wise response on the need of Karbi Statehood................... 53
Table 3.8 Educational wise response on the need of Karbi Statehood.............. 53
Table 3.9 Literacy Rate of Karbi Anglong District (1971-2011).................... 69
Table 3.10 Registered Newspaper in Karbi language as on December 2012........ 70
Table 3.11 Decadal Growth of Karbi Population (1971-2001)...................... 79
Table 3.12 Karbi Speaking population in Karbi Anglong (1971-2011)............ 80
Table 3.13 Employment in the organized sector in Karbi Anglong District....... 91
Table 3.14 Forest and Wildlife Sanctuaries covered in Karbi Anglong............. 95
Table 4.1 Public Opinion for the birth of Karbi militants in Assam................ 102
Table 4.2 Structure of KNLF Membership in Karbi Anglong...................... 107
Table 4.3 Support extended by Public to Karbi Militant Movement............... 117
Table 5.1 Nature of Incidents during Karbi-Kuki violence in 2003-04........... 129
Table 5.2 Nature of Incidents during Karbi-Dimasa violence in 2005............ 138
Table 5.3 Total number of Camps and Inmates during
Karbi-Dimasa violence in 2005...........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiii 139
Table 6.1 Arms and Ammunitions lay down by UPDS in 2011................... 162
Table 6.2 Arms and Ammunition lay down by the KLNLF in 2010.............. 168

xi



LIST OF FIGURES

Pages

Figure 3.1 Three-tier Traditional Administration of the Karbis..................... 80
Figure 3.2 Traditional Administrative System of Ronghang Longri................ 82
Figure 3.3 Traditional Administrative System of Chinthong Longri................ 86
Figure 3.4 Traditional Administrative System of Amri Longri...................... 87
Figure 3.5 Traditonal Administrative System of Hot Havar.......................... 88
Figure 4.1 Chronology of Karbi Militant Movement in Assam.................... 100
Figure 4.2 Gender Distributions of UPDS Membership............................. 106
Figure 4.3 Gender Distributions of KLNLF Membership................c.......... 108
Figure 6.1 Peace Accord and Restructuring of

Administrative Unit of Karbi Anglong.................ccooooiiiiiiii. 165

xii



AR S AN i

—_ =
—_ O

[\ T NG T N I e i e e
S S Bl S

23.

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

AASU
ACHR
AGP
APHLC
APPC
ASDC
ATTF
AXX
BdSF
BLT
BTAD
BVF
CASDC
DDBAWS
DHD
EITU
GPRN
GIM
HPC (D)
INC
INH
KAASDCOM

KANCHASDCOM

KARSA
KAYF
KCP
KCS
KIA
KJA
KLA
KLNLF
KNA
KNA
KNCA
KNF
KNV

: All Assam Students Union

: Asian Centre for Human Rights

: Assam Gana Parishad

: All Party Hills Leaders’ Conference

: All Party People’s Conference

: Autonomous State Demand Committee

: All Tripura Tiger Force

: Axom Xahitya Xabha

: Bodo Security Force

: Bodo Liberation Tigers

: Bodoland Territorial Autonomous Council

: Bodo Volunteers Force

: Central Autonomous State Demand Committee
: Dillai-Dhansiri Border Areas Welfare Society
: Dima Halam Daogah

: Eastern India Tribal Union

: Government of the People’s Republic of Nagaland
: Gorkha Janmukti Morcha

: Hmar People’s Convention (Democracy)

: Indian National Congress

: Jadikhe Naisom Hasom

: Karbi Anglong Autonomous State Demand

Committee

: Karbi Anglong-North Cachar Hills Autonomous

State Demand Committee

: Karbi So-Arlo Amei

: Karbi Anglong Youth Forum

: Kangleipak Communist Party

: Karbi Cultural Society

: Kachin Independent Army

: Karbi Jirsong Amei

: Karbi Lammet Amei

: Karbi Longri North Cachar Hills Liberation Front
: Kuki National Assembly

: Kuki National Army

: Karbi Nimso Chingthur Asong
: Kuki National Front

: Karbi National Volunteers

xiii



37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.

70.
71.
72.

KPF
KRA
KRA
KRAO
KSA
KTUYA
MHPP
MHNLO
MNF
MPA
MULA
NCHSF
NCP
NDFB
NLFT
NNC
NSCN
PAPA
PIL

PLA
PREPAK
RGM
SKA
SRDC-PG
SSDC
TNV
TNVF
TTDF
TTVF
TTYF
TUIS
ULFA
UMHNCHLC

UPDS
UPFA
ZRA

: Karbi People’s Force

: Karbi Riso Adorbar

: Kuki Revolutionary Army

: Karbi Re-Awakening Organization

: Karbi Students Association

: Karbi Technical Unemployed Youth Association
: Mikir Hills Progressive Party

: Mikir Hills Nationalist Liberation Organization
: Mizo National Front

: Manipur People’s Army

: Meghalaya United Liberation Army

: North Cachar Hills Students Federation

: Nationalist Congress Party

: National Democratic Front of Bodoland

: National Liberation Front of Tripura

: Naga National Council

: Nationalist Socialist Council of Nagaland

: People’s Alliance for Peace Agreement

: People’s Independent League

: People’s Liberation Army

: People’s Revolutionary Army of Kangleipak

: Revolutionary Government of Manipur

: Somindar Karbi Amei

: Self-Rule Demand Committee-People’s Guard
: Separate State Demand Committee

: Tripura National Front

: Tripura National Volunteers Force

: Tripura Tribal Democratic Force

: Tripura Tribal Volunteers Force

: Tripura Tribal Youth Force

: Tripura Upajati Juba Samiti

: United Liberation Front of Assam

: United Mikir Hills and North Cachar Hills Leaders

Conference

: United People’s Democratic Solidarity
: United People’s Front of Assam
: Zomi Revolutionary Army

Xiv



