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Preface 

Information seeking behaviour involves personal reasons for seeking 

information, the kinds of information which are being sought, and the ways and 

sources with which needed information is being sought. This study has focused on 

information searching pattern and information seeking behaviour of scientific 

community belong to University Libraries of Assam. The purpose of this study is to 

examine the information needs and information seeking behaviour of university 

library user’s especially scientific community of Assam in current environment and 

their use of information to support their process of inquiry and scholarly 

communication. 

This thesis offers a comprehensive overview of the concepts of information 

needs, information seeking behaviour and its various models put forwarded by 

eminent library and information science professionals of world. This thesis also 

highlights the strategies generally adopted by the scientific community to search their 

desired day to day information needs for their academic as well as research purposes. 

This thesis comprises of mainly seven chapters: First chapter deals with 

“General Introduction” are the subject matter for the first chapter. It provides 

information on the background, significance, objectives, hypothesis, scope, limitation, 

definition of operational term and Organisation of capture for the study in detail. 

Second chapter deals with “review of literature”. Here, it provides information about 

national level, international level and printed and non-printed types of review of 

earlier study. Third chapter describes methodology adopted in the collection and 

analysis of the data. It also describes sampling procedure, tools of data collection and 

hypothesis of this study. Forth chapter describes the information seeking concepts, 

needs and information seeking models in detail. Fifth chapter deals with the data 
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analysis and interpretation of the data related to personal information, information 

needs of the library users. It contains interpretation of data by statistics that includes 

statistical data and figures. Sixth chapter comprises of major findings and discussions. 

Seventh chapter provides suggestions and recommendations conclusion. Further, 

eighth chapter describes the design and development of proposed model. It also 

includes areas of further research which is followed by references according to APA 

style. 

The finding of the study shows that with the changing scenario of information 

seeking behaviour, users are shifted towards new information searchable technique. In 

this backdrop Information Seeking Behavior of Scientific Community have been 

analysed, and the results of the same have endorsed the investigator to design a model 

through which they, as expected, can meet their needs. 

 


