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PREFACE

In 2Ist century, libraries are moving from print to e-resources either
subscribing individually or through consortia. There has been paradigm shift in the
collection development policies for acquiring printed as well as e-resources (both
offline and on-line resources). Library consortia is a community (a supportive) of two
or more libraries which have formally agreed to cooperative, synchronize, organize,
collaborate or consolidate certain functions to achieve joint objectives. The
Consortium namely UGC-INFONET Digital Library Consortium, DeLCON and
AICTE-INDEST subscribes to electronic resources covering all major subject
discipline being taught in universities of India

The area selected for the study is Assam State of North-East India. The
formation of consortia or the process of buying e-resources by the different libraries
of Assam together has become very important activities in the last few years. This
study “Usage of E-Resources in the University Libraries of Assam: A Comparative
Study” discusses the usefulness of e-resources available under library consortia in the

university libraries of Assam.

This thesis comprises of mainly seven chapters: First chapter deals with
“General Introduction” are the subject matter for the first chapter. It provides
information on the background, significance, objectives, hypothesis, scope, limitation,
definition of operational term and Organisation of capture for the study in detail.
Second chapter deals with “review of literature”. Here, it provides information about
national level, international level and printed and non-printed types of review of
earlier study. Third chapter describes methodology adopted in the collection and

analysis of the data. It also describes sampling procedure, tools of data collection and

XV



hypothesis of this study. Forth chapter describes the information seeking concepts,
needs and information seeking models in detail. Fifth chapter deals with the data
analysis and interpretation of the data related to personal information, information
needs of the library users. It contains interpretation of data by statistics that includes
statistical data and figures. Sixth chapter comprises of major findings and discussions.
Seventh chapter provides suggestions, recommendations and conclusion. It also
includes areas of further research which is followed by references according to APA
style.

The finding of the study shows a clear picture of e-resource usage pattern by
library users belong to Universities of Assam along with the preference of e-resources
or e-journals and usefulness, role and preference of e-consortia services. Thus, it
would be the contribution of the study towards the national development in general

and Assam/North-East India in particularly to build a new network in future.
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