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PREFACE

In the recent past, the world had witnessed a growing concern due to the
adverse impact of various industrial activities on the environment. This has not
only affected the economic growth but also the development of country to a large
extent. Protection of environment is the social responsibility and commitment of
corporations towards the society. It is a known fact that industries are largely
responsible for environmental degradation and pollution and therefore initiative
should be undertaken to incorporate these environmental issues in the financial
statements of a company. In this context, an emerging area of accounting has
developed worldwide known as ‘Corporate Environmental Accounting and
Reporting’. Environmental Accounting and Reporting at corporate level deals with
various issues relating to environmental costs, benefits and liabilities for the benefit
of internal and external stakeholders in financial or non-financial statements.
Various laws and guidelines have been enacted to minimize the adverse impact of
industrial operational activities. Many research studies have been undertaken on
this issue and findings have shown that the environmental disclosure is not
mandatory for the companies in India. The companies are disclosing environmental
information in the Annual Reports but are voluntary in nature. Moreover, there is
absence of accounting standards on this issue, which generally lack consistency in
reporting.

The present research study has been undertaken to overview the various
aspects of Environmental Accounting and Reporting practices by the selected
industries of Assam. This research work has analysed the nature and extent of
Environmental Accounting and Reporting of selected industries of Assam. The
study has also thrown light on the pattern on Corporate Environmental Policy and
Performance and suggested appropriate measures for improved environmental
performance by the selected industries of Assam.

I hope that the findings of the research work will be beneficial for the

students, researchers, other stakeholders and the society as a whole.

Baishali Dey
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