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PREFACE 

The entrepreneurs with their vision and innovative qualities lay down a 

strong foundation for sustainable economic growth of a country. They tread 

unbeaten paths and create wealth out of their creativity. Economic history is 

littered with examples of the courageous and outstanding persons who changed 

the course of history by introducing new processes of economic development and 

growth. 

In India, in the early 1960s the need for entrepreneurial development as an 

ingredient of economic development was realised in order to solve growing 

unemployment problem. It was considered essential to motivate and assist 

prospective and potential entrepreneurs to set up their own ventures to contribute 

production, employment and tapping of unutilized resources. In order to promote 

entrepreneurship development, more particularly in micro and small sector, the 

Government announced industrial policies and established many entrepreneurship 

development institutions and advisory bodies from time to time. The task of 

entrepreneurship development is being shared by several agencies and institutions 

among which banks are the most important ones. A wide range of schemes and 

programmes are being implemented by the banks along with other institutions   in 

order to promote entrepreneurship in our country.   In spite of these, timely and 

adequate credit is not ensured.  Many micro and small entrepreneurs complain of 

not getting proper and satisfactory service from the bankers.    
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The present study makes an attempt to examine the role played by 

commercial banks for the development of micro and small enterprises in 

Hailakandi District, Assam, India. The findings of the study as well as the 

suggestions put forward are expected to be helpful to the policy makers for 

formulating proper policies for strengthening the role of financial institutions in 

promoting and developing entrepreneurship in Hailakandi district of Assam in 

particular and Assam in general. It is hoped that the contemporary and future 

researchers will also be benefited from the present study.  
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