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PREFACE

Ethnic conflict is almost invariably present in every part of the world. Its
genesis and history is perhaps as long as the origin of mankind on earth and it is still
continuing with occasional episodes of break. The intense concern of human beings
with the ‘self/other’ binary is perhaps the most prominent factor in instigating violent
conflicts that result in ghastly and indiscriminate Kkillings of innocent people. It creates
a consciousness (often antagonistic) in one’s mind about the existence of the other
who is separate from his/her selfhood. This feeling of discreteness is basically
responsible for the awareness of intense racism — the members of one ethnic group
identify themselves as separate from the other ethnic group. Very often it gives birth
to intense form of hatred for the other. This hatred in course of time takes the shape of
conflict, violence, ethnic cleansing and ethnic unrest between two or more ethnic

groups.

The demographic pattern of North-East India that characterizes diversity of
ethnic groups is responsible for the frequent occurrence of ethnic unrest. In the region
people belong to diverse languages, castes, religions, tribes and communities. This
region has witnessed several ethnic conflicts. The issues of the conflicts include such
as sons of the soil, foreign nationals, migration, religion, language etc. The conflicts
center around the demands of autonomous council, separate statehood, etc. to protect
their ethnic identity, ethnic homeland, and other resources. One of the conflicts is that
occurred in Northeast India is the Garo-Rabha conflict that occurred in violent form in
January 2011, resulted in a massive bloodshed and displacement of people. The
conflict broke out in the Assam-Meghalaya border area. The violence resulted in the
killing of 20 people, torching of about 1,500 houses, rendering about 50,000 people
homeless. In the conflict Rabhas particularly those living in the state of Meghalaya
were more affected. This conflict has been empirically studied under the present

research.

This research work entitled Inter-ethnic Conflicts in North East India- A Case
Study of the Garo-Rabha Conflict attempts to analyze and make a scientific
arrangement of facts related to the inter-ethnic conflicts in Northeast India in general
and the Garo-Rabha conflict in particular. This research also incorporates field study

conducted through interview schedule as well as informal interviews in the conflict



ridden Assam-Meghalaya border area. The study divides into seven chapters, in all.
Chapter 1 entitled Theoretical framework consists of the theoretical perspectives
needed for the analysis of Garo-Rabha conflict and review of existing literature along
with a general discussion on ethnic violence. Chapter 2 entitled Inter-ethnic Conflicts
in Northeast India attempts to enumerate almost all the ethnic conflicts that have
occurred in Northeast India and also analyses the causes that are responsible for the
frequent outburst of ethnic unrest in this region. Chapter 3 entitled The Garo and
Rabha Communities: Ethnic Identities takes into account the Garo and Rabha
traditions. Chapter 4 entitled Field of the Study puts forward the structural differences
between the Garo and Rabha communities in the study area. Chapter 5 entitled
Sequences and Causes of the Garo-Rabha Conflict and it deals with the historical
events and the sequences of the causes of the Garo-Rabha conflict. Chapter 6 entitled
Social Impacts of Garo-Rabha Conflict attempts to assess the aftermaths and social
impact of the Garo-Rabha conflict. Lastly, Chapter 7 gives Summary, Findings and

Conclusion of the study.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

At the very outset | would like to offer my sincere prayer to the Almighty for

enabling me to enter the esteemed domain of higher studies and research.

I would then like to express my heartfelt and profound sense of gratitude to
Prof. G. Ram whose priceless guidance, constant inspiration, encouragement and
valuable advice has immensely helped me in completing this work. His help is beyond
the scope of my acknowledgement. It is his presence in my life that has enabled me to
obtain M.Phil. degree successfully, and thereby | got a job of Assistant Professor in

Sarupathar College. It is a great pleasure to work under his supervision.

I thank UGC for facilitating me to avail the FDP leave and thereby pursue
my research work smoothly. | would like to thank Dr. Siddheswar Borah, the
Principal of Sarupathar College, for his valuable help and cooperation. | am also

grateful to my wife Monami Porasor for her help and cooperation.

| extend thanks to all the Garo and Rabha people who helped me a lot during
the field work. Radesh Rabha, Brojen Rabha, Khanin D. Momin, Tharsus K Sangma,
Sarbesh Rabha Albert Momin, Madan Rabha, Anukul Rabha, Aloni Rabha, Biren
Rabha and Phukan Rabha are some of the noteworthy names who helped me in

carrying out my field study. | would like to thank my students who also helped me.

I would like to thank the libraries of Assam University Silchar, NEHU, IIT
Guwahati and Gauhati University. Last but not least, 1 would like to thank all the
faculty members and non-teaching staff of the Department of Sociology, Assam
University for their help and cooperation. | would also like to thank the administrative
offices of Goalpara and North Garo Hills district for the cooperation that | received

during the fieldwork.

Place: Assam University, Silchar Prem Kanta Borah
Date: 15 March 2016 Ph.D. Research Scholar



Declaration
Certificate

Preface

CONTENTS

Acknowledgement

List of Figure
List of Map
List of Table

CHAPTER -1
CHAPTER -2
CHAPTER -3
CHAPTER -4
CHAPTER -5
CHAPTER -6

CHAPTER -7

Theoretical Framework

Inter-ethnic Conflicts in Northeast India

The Garo and Rabha Communities: Ethnic Identities
Field of the Study

Sequences and Causes of the Garo-Rabha Conflict
Social Impacts of Garo-Rabha Conflict

Summary, Findings and Conclusion

BIBLIOGRAPHY

APPENDIX

Vi

vii
vii

Viii-x

1-34

35-84

85-105

106-149

150-184

185-216

217-235

236-247

248-264



FIGURE 1

FIGURE 2

FIGURE 3

FIGURE 4

FIGURE 5

FIGURE 6

FIGURE 7

FIGURE 8

FIGURE 9

MAP 1

MAP 2

MAP 3

MAP 4

MAP 5

LIST OF FIGURE

Houses on Fire in the Jonglapara Village
Food Grains Destroyed

Household Properties Vandalize and Looted
Domestic Animals/Cattle Killed or Stolen

Gathering of Displaced Persons in Mendipathar
(Meghalaya)

Administrators and Social Activists Announcing to
Displaced Persons in Resubelpara (Meghalaya)

Peace Rally of Students Taken Out in Resubelpara
(Meghalaya)

Toward Peace: Friendly Athletics Competition between
Garo and Rabha Students in Resubelpara (Meghalaya)
Restoring Goodwill among the Village Headmen and
Community Leaders of the Garos and Rabhas in

Resubelpara (Meghalaya)

LIST OF MAP

INDIA

ASSAM

MEGHALAYA

EAST GARO HILLS DISTRICT

GOALPARA DISTRICT

vii

Page No.
204
204
205
205

206

206

214

215

215

Page No.
Xi

xii

xiii

Xiv

XV



2.1

3.1

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

4.9

4.10

411

4.12

4.13

LIST OF TABLES

The Patterns of Inter-ethnic Conflicts in North-East India

Linguistic Similarities between the Garo and Rabha
Communities

Duration of settlement of the Garo and Rabha Families in
the conflict affected areas

Type of Families in the Garo and Rabha Families

Types of Marriage That Have Taken Place in the Garo and
Rabha Families

Place Where Marriage Ceremony is Performed in the Garo
and Rabha Families

Prohibition of Marriage with Other Communities in the
Garo and Rabha Families

Practice of Cross-Cousin Marriage in the Garo and Rabha
families

Language Skill in Communication with Neighbouring
Communities

Religious Conversion in the Garo and Rabha Communities

Dress Patterns in the Garo and Rabha Communities during
Festivals/Social Functions

Measure of Cultivable Land Possessed by the Garo and
Rabha families

Types of the Land Preferred for Cultivation among the
Garo and Rabha Families

Distribution of Garo and Rabha Families Primarily
engaged in Paddy, Rubber Plantation and Other
Agricultural Activities

Occupation in the Garo and Rabha families

viii

Page No.
68

103

110

112

114

116

118

119

121

123

125

127

129

131

132



4.14

4.15

4.16

4.17

4.18

4.19

4.20

4.21

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

5.6

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

Engagement in Weaving/Handloom Production by the
Garo and Rabha Families

Animal Husbandry in the Garo and Rabha Families
Neighbouring Towns Frequently Visited by the Families
Literacy Levels of the Garo and Rabha Families

Types of Fuel Used for Cooking

“Sanitation Status among the Families

Road Connectivity Available to the Garo and Rabha
Communities in Assam and Meghalaya

Types of Vehicles Used to Visit Towns in the
Neighbouring Areas in Assam and Meghalaya

The Garo and Rabha Families’ Concern for the Rabha
Hasong Movement

The Garo and Rabha Families’ Reactions to GGL
Movement

Responses of the Families Regarding Pressure Exerted
upon them for Religious Conversion

The Garo and Rabha Families’ Responses to the Question
related to Bandh Calls

The Garo-Rabha Families’ Feelings during Bandh Calls
Imposed by the Rabha Organizations

Distance of the burnt villages from police station in
Meghalaya

Medical Facilities in Relief Camps Provided by the
Government

Nutritious Food Provided by the Government in the Relief
Camps

Sanitation Facilities in Relief Camps Provided by the
Government

Supply of Clothes in Relief Camps by the Government

134

135

137

139

141

142

144

145

164

167

171

177

179

182

191

193

195

197



6.5

6.6

6.7

Views of the Sampled Garo-Rabha Families over Security 200
and Peace during the Post-conflict Period

Views of the Sampled Families on the Compensation 209
Provided by the Government to the Conflict Victims

Views of the Relief Assistance Provided to the Victim 212
Families in the Conflict-Affected Villages by the

Government and Non-Government Organizations



MAP 1: INDIA

B — NORTHEAST INDIA

Xi




MAP 2: ASSAM

] — GOALPARA DISTRICT

Xii




MAP 3: MEGHALAYA

West Garo
Hills

R Tura
,.« q Arnpati
South West
Garo Mills

i B Ras S
Y, Y [ ‘ «Nongpoh -
Moe ___§
3 ,.-"~- _.[,».;..—-_: Proii i Ri-Bhoi
L. b A on ¢ %
t, : ‘-
i wey i o[ et
/ . 2 .9' 7" / <t gumong  Mintia Wils :
: Non oln, = : Al
- wlawai
e : « Knhehrar
: Mawlyrwat ¥ East
South . Khasi Hills
Garo Hills South West . East
Righiats Khast Hills C Jaintia Hills
. B ' Y
i

| | — EAST GARO HILLS DISTRICT

Xiii




MAP 4: EAST GARO HILLS DISTRICT

Dg’idhnal

; ’ ' A m
X\ Riangdo

WEST HKASI

Chokpo HILLS
@2

SOUTH GAR
HILLS

[ | — CONFLICT AREA
Il — BAJENGDOBA POLICE OUTPOST

Bl — RUSUBELPARA POLICE OUTPOST

- —> MENDIPATHAR POLICE STATION

. —> DAINADUBI POLICE OUTPOST

Xiv




MAP 5: GOALPARA DISTRICT

(1] — DHUPDHARA POLICE STATION

— RANGJULI POLICE STATION

[8! — DUDHNOI POLICE STATION

[4] — KRISHNAI POLICE STATION

[5] — AGIA POLICE STATION

[] — CONFLICT AREA

XV




