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PREFACE

The present study entitled Subaltern Consciousness of Tea Garden Labourers:
A Sociological Study of Adivasis in Assam is aimed at studying subaltern experiences
of the five Adivasi groups; namely, the Santal, the Munda, the Oraon, the Bhumij and the
Mahato/Kurmi. These are major Adivasi groups in Doloo Tea Garden of the Barak
Valley and Achabam Tea Garden in Brahaputra Valley. They have well adapted to the
non-tribal culture, especially Bengali culture in Barak Valley and Assamese culture in
Brahamaputra Valley.

The study comprises eight chapters. The chapter one titled Introduction deals
with the formulation of the problem of the research in the light of review of existing
studies and designing of methodological strategy consisted of universe and units of study,
methods for collection and analysis of data. Chapter two on Subaltern Consciousness:
Theoretical Discoursesdiscusses the theoretical discourses on subaltern consciousness
ranging from Antonio Gramsci to RanajitGuha and his group. Chapter three onTea
Garden Labour in Assam reflecting on labourers organization and movements
regarding their identity, monthly salary, ration, provident fund and their Scheduled Tribe
Status claims in Assam. Chapter four on Adivasis in Assam discusses conceptualization
of ‘Adivasi’ and their migration to the Assam in the British period. The chapter five titled
Field of the Study describes the two tea garden villages in terms of area, population,
occupation, tribe and caste composition, road, water, weekly market and socio-cultural
life like kinship, marriage, family, economy,polity etc of the Adivasis. The chapter six on

Subaltern Consciousness in the Literary Knowledge of Adivasis discusses



variouswritings about historical and empirical condition of the Adivasis in Assam. The
chapter seven onSubaltern Consciousness of the Adivasis in Oral Knowledgeanalysis
the  folksongs, folktale, poetry, riddle, slogans etc which reflect the Adivasi
consciousness related to their migration, socialization, daily life, identity crisis,
exploitation etc. The chapter eight finally summarizes the research, draws major findings

and concludes the study.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I am delighted to place the names of certain individuals who have contributed me to
completing this thesis and supported me at all along.

I am grateful to my respected supervisor Prof. G Ram, Department of Sociology,
Assam University, Silchar, for his kind help and guidance in all spheres during the research
which culminated into the present thesis. I am thankful to all the respondents who fully
cooperated in responding my queries during interviews and provided me invaluable data for
the study. | would Ilike to thank to my friends Dr.MoumitaBhattacharjee,
Dr.AmalKantiAcharjee, Dr.JoydeepGoswami, Mr.
PanmeiGungapouRongmei,ChithumBasumatary, Mr. Monoj Kr.Singhfor their support and
co-operation, which | received during the course of this work.

My sincere gratitude is reserved for Prf. B.K.Behera, Dr. HumayunBokth,
Dr.RumaDebnath, Dr.JhimliBhattacharjee, faculty members of the Department of
Sociology,Assam University Silchar, for their precious imminent and suggestions for my
thesis.

I express my sincere thanks to Prof. Bela Das(Bengali) Prof. S P Singh Chauhan
(Hindi), Prof. Gopalji Mishra (Social work)and Prof. Natarajan(Philosophy) for their
valuable comments on my work. | am also thankful to the faculty and office staff for their
cooperation during the research work.

My sincere thanks are due to Mr. Suresh Shahu who help me to collecting data in
Achabam Tea Garden, Dibrugarh and my thanks goes to also Haradhan Ch. Mandal for help

me to collecting data in Dibrugarh district.



I heartfelt thank to Dr. ParthaPratim Paul and his wife,MiliPaul and their
daughter,Shrutakirti Paulfor their continuous encouragement and extended helping
handsincompletionmy Ph.D work.

I covey myspecial thanks to my spouse,PayalChakraborty, forher continuous support
and encouragement in various ways in carrying out this study.

I am also acknowledged and thankful to UGC for beingproviding fellowship during
my course without which this work could not be materialized.

Finally, 1 am grateful to my mother Smt.SankariSaha for all kind of encouragement,

moral and financial support because of which | could complete this work.

Date: 31% August, 2015 (ChakradhariSaha) Place: Assam University

Vi



CONTENTS

Page
Certificate i
Declaration ii
Preface ii-iv
Acknowledgement V-Vi
List of Tables Viii-ix
Location Maps X-Xi
Chapter
1. Introduction 1-22
2. Subaltern Consciousness: Theoretical Discourses  23-52
3. Tea Garden Labourin Assam53-65
4. Adivasis in Assam 66-76
5. Field of the Study 77-110
6. Subaltern Consciousness in Literary Knowledge 111-148
7. Subaltern Consciousness of the Adivasis in Oral Knowledge 149-180
8. Summary, Findings and Conclusion 181-246
Bibliography 247-256

Vii



Appendices: I, 1l & 111 257-264

LIST OF TABLES

Table Caption Page
Table 4.1 Tea Garden Labourers in Assam: Adivasi and Non-Adivasi 71
Table 5.1 Habitations in the Doloo Tea Garden 81
Table 5.2 Habitations in the Achabam Tea Garden 82

Table 5.3 Population Segments of the Doloo&Achabam Tea Gardens 83
Table 5.4 Adivasis of Doloo&Achabam Tea Gardens 84

Table 5.5 Non-Adivasi Population (Castes) of Doloo&Achabam Tea

Gardens 85
Table 5.6 Native Places of AdivasiandNon-Adivasi populations (castes)

in theDoloo&Achabam Tea Gardens 86
Table 5.7 Clans in the Doloo&Achabam Tea Gardens 93
Table 5.8 Family Size of Adivasisin Doloo&Achabam Tea Gardens 94

Table 5.9 DailyWage of Permanent/ Casual Tea Garden Workersin
Doloo&Achabam Tea Gardens 95

Table 5.10  Occupational Categories of the Workers in theDoloo&Achabam
Tea Gardens 95

viii



Table 5.11

Table 5.12

Table 5.13

Table 5.14

Table 5.15

Table 5.16

Ration of Permanent/ Casual Tea Garden WorkersDoloo&
AchabamTea Gardens 96
Political Parties and Participation of the in Doloo&Achabam

Tea Gardens 97

Traditional Religious Worship in the Doloo&Achabam Tea
Gardens 100

Village and family Level Religious Worship in the Doloo&Achabam
Tea Gardens 101

Political Parties and Participation of the Adivasisin the Doloo
&Achabam Tea Gardens 104

Uses of the Mobile Phone among the Adivasisin theDoloo&
Achabam Tea Gardens 107



ASSAM | oo ;

w==== National Hughway

] , ——— Major Road
/i ! Rai
BANGLADESH L oHalk MANIPUR ;¥ === Railway
"“",.;' Y ; e District Boundary
e ‘3 bi--1 ;©  —=~-- State Boundary

Map not to Scale ava; TR / i — River
Copyright © 2014 www.mapsofindi > it 1 : s o
(Uomd on 14th Oct 2(;'1‘::” nARCo™  TrIPURA ! MIZORAM K @ District HQ

Map of Assam

Ma rof © Scae Moo

_—
Copynight ® 2012

(Udatnd om0ty 2012

www.mapsofindia.com
(Undated on 4th Julv 2012)-~ - o acaraun

Map of Cachar District Map of Dibrugarh District




Map of Doloo Tea Garden

Map of Achabam Tea Garden

Xi



