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FORWORD

It gives me great pleasure to present the First Annual
Report of the Assam University. The report covers a verv
brief period of the year 1993-94. Nevertheless, it was a
crucial period in the life of the newly established Central
Umversity. As soon as the Univesity took-off on 21 January
1994, we had to organise our offices in temporary
accommodations, formalise the connections with the
colleges within the jurisdictin of the University which were
hitherto affiliated to the Gauhati University make
arrangements for 1994 examinations for the students in the
affiliated colleges, prepare budgets and estimates, take steos
for the recnutment of admimstrative and academic staff and
to initiate formalities for the opening of post-graduate
departments in the forthcoming academic session. The task
seemed to be up-hill, but as the annual report for the next
year will speak for itself, several important beginnings were
m^e m those historic last seventy days of nineteen ninety

c .u ® evident from this slim document that mostof the important posiuons in the organisational structure of
the University remained unfilled till the end of the vear
under report and the authorities of the Universitv-the court
Executive Council, Academic Council and the Plannine
Board-were yet to be constituted. These were but namral as
the appointments involve a long process of formalities Md
the nomination of distinguished personalities of the
academia and consultations for memberships of authorities
also take time. The appointment of First Chancellor and
First Finance Officer was under consideration of the
Visitor. O^y the First Registrar and an Assistant Registrar
were in office, snd a sm&ll number of administrative staff
was appointed on temporary basis. Inspite of these
constraints, we engaged ourselves in visualising the
academic thrusts as well as short-term and long-term plans
and perspectives of the University. As many as thhty draft
First Ordinances were ready by the end of the year under
report. A large number of educationists in the region as well
as from the rest of the country and abroad were consulted
and an extensive perspective paper was prepared for the
consideration of a local Advisory Committee.
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This Committee identified ten Schools of Studies with
forty Departments and sixty Centres to be opened in phases
over next few years which would represent both traditional
and no-traditional applied and job-oriented-subjects-on
50.50 ratio-in-conformity with the objective of the
University as enjoined in Sec.4 of the Assam University Act
and considering the relevance to socio-economic needs and
prospects of the region. The Committee also listed six
departments to be opened in 1994 at the post-graduate
level.The University Grants Commission approved the
proposal for six departments and sanctioned an optimum
complement (1:1:1) of faculty positions in these subjects
which were advertised before 31 March through national
press tor selection of competent teachers. The process for
the recruitment of non-teaching staff on permanent basis
was also initiated during this period. On the whole, the

wft!! 1993-94 shall go down in thery of the University for intensive groundwork.

workeTs!n'Jhp'^TT°'^'^ ® community of youthful
matrh^nrth ^"i^ersity was inspired by the challenges of
SSh&ent of the people of the area. The
is a Dos^P J ° University by the Central Government
neLk T^P f to toe aspirations of the
SateThk P University coLnunity is to
channi ai!rt Hp '"to an instrument of socio-econonuc
teder region ̂  society at large in this
aS our endLvL • "ware of this charter
confidence and creJ'^ students conviction,
life and to be thp enable them to the challenges of

area tn our - r academic comunity in the
msoluLn ^ttongth, confidence and

S^CHAR (J-B. Bhattacharjee)
1 September 1994 Vice-ChanceUor
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Introduction

1. The Assam University, Silchar is a Central University
instituted under the Parliament's Act No. XUI of 1989. The
Government of India, Ministry of Human resources
Development, Department of Education enforced the Act by
a notification (No. F.9-8/93 Desk (U) on 15 January 1994).
By a parallel Notification (No. F.20-34/94-Desk (U) part-I).
Government of India, Ministry of Human Resources
Development, Department of Education dated 15 January
1994), Professor J. B. Bhattacharjee was appointed as the
First Vice-Chancellor of the University. Professor
Bhattacharjee arrived at Silchar on 18 January. He formally
notified the assumption of charge as the Vice-Chancellor on
21 January. On the same day, Hon'ble Prime Minister, Shri
P.V. Narsimha Rao inaugurated the University and
introduced the Vice-Chancellor in a mammoth public
meeting at the proposed permanent site of the University at
Dorgakona, near Silchar in the Cachar District of Assam.
2. Shri P.S. Bhattacharjee was appointed as the First
Registrar of the University on 1st February 1994 (Vide No.
F. 13-5/89-Desk (U), Ministry of Human resources

of Education, dated February 1,
1994 Bhattacharjee assumed charge on 18 February
Objectives

3. "The Assam University Act (Act XIII of 1989) was
enacted by the Parliment" to establish and incorporate a
teaching and affiliating University". The objective of the
University has been laid down in section 4 of the Act in the
following words: The objective of the University shall be
to dissemmate and advance knowledge by providing
mstriictional and research facilities in such branches of
learning as it may deem fit and by the example of its
corporate life to make provisions for integrated courses in
humanities natural and physical sciences and social
sciences m the educational programmes of the University; to
take appropriate measures for promoting inter-disciplinary
studies and research in the University; to educate and train
manpower for development of the Stke of Assam- and to
pay special attention to the improvement of thfsMial and
economic conditions and welfare of the people of that State,their intellectual, academic and cultural development."
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Jurisdiction

4. The Jurisdiction of the University has been defined in
Section 6 of the Act:

"1. The Jurisdiction of the University shall extend to the
whole of the State of Assam.

2. On and from the commencement of this Act, all
Colleges situated in the Districts of Cachar,
Karimganj, North Cachar Hills and Karbi-Anglong
shall stand affiliated to the University.

3. The University may grant affihation to any other
College in the State provided the University concerned
in whose jurisdiction the College is located has no
objection."

Beginning

5. The Vice-ChancelloF started functioning on 21 January
from Silchar Circuit House. On 22 Janu^ 1994, he issued a
notification informing the Colleges in the Districts of
Cachar, Hailakandi, Karimganj, North Cachar Hills and
Karbi Anglong that all the Colleges within these districts
which were hitherto affiliated to Gauhati University now
automatically stand affiliated to the Assam University under
section 6 (2) of Act Xfil of 1989. The Colleges were asked
to stand by for instructions about examinations from Gauhati
University and Assam University. By a parallel notification
(No. Ex/TDC/2/94/1931-55 dt. 22.1.94) the Gauhati
University also dis-affiliated these Colleges with effect from
21 January 1994. As a result, 15 degree Colleges, 1 Medical
College, 1 Engineering College, 1 B.T. College and 2 Law
Colleges came under the University.

6. The Vice-Chancellor then entered into an agreement with
the Vice-Chancellor of Gauhati University about the conduct
of 1994 examinations under which it was decided that the
examinations shall be conducted by the Gauhati University,
but the examinations shall be supervised and the result shall
be processed and declared by the Assam University.
7. In February-March, the Vice-Chancellor visited all the
affiliated colleges to study on the spot the academic standard
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and performence and to identify the areas which required
improvement and re-enforcement. The visits made a strong
impact on the academic community within the jurisdiction of
the University. Everywhere the Vice-Chancellor was greeted
with warm receptions and the academic community pledged
support and co-operation to the efforts of the University
authority in developing itself as a national University.

8. The semester examinations in the Regional Engineering
College were held in February under the supervision of the
Assam University and the arrangements were made for the
degree examinations to be held in April-May 1994.
9. In M^ch 1994, the University became a member of the
Association of Indian Universities. The Vice-Chancellor was
mvtied to attend the UGC-AIU sponsored "Round table on
University Management" to be held at Delhi in May 1994. In
the meantime Vice-Chancellor participated in the conference
on Development strategies in North East India in march 13-

h  V at NEHU, Shillong, whichwas attended by the Vice-Chancellors of the region.
Administration

the UnWersT
consisting of 5 halls and 10 rooms
teaching departments. Accordinoiv office and
formally inaugurated on 1 FeK^ ^ University office was
educationist of the region Shri ^
in a solemn ceremony The offiof^ Mohan Goswaini
that day in the-REC Campus. functioning since

officers and s^aff 0 Asst^^Reek?^^ T ^^^r^ary. Six
ISection officer, 1 Junior Enpin(> 1 Private Secretary ,
the University on deputation ^ Assistants) Joined
servants were re-empby^^^^ 5 retired Govt.
appointments were made locallv some adhoc
the adminstration. ' various categories to run
12. In a meeting with the UGr rn •
1994, the Vice-Chancellor submitted .tf"?*^ ^ February"omitted the budget estimates
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for 1993-94 and 1994-95. The vice-Chancellor also created
a complement of various categories of non-teaching posts

b'ftetUGC.'Th'i WfcrurHme'riffraeesS
'i<> t*UrrQ,'crhi} Miun'i<A

rA'rademiid Programme and Planning w, udfri-jn u
'jit' HO L'jllibom hjj. i;'_i -ji i.-ji!:.'?; jfiT -V'llniJ.jj

:i3. j ' iniEebruaiy T994vthe Viceif^hanGeUot^ copstitut^d;,^
mumberof adhoc:coiiunittee§,to adyisejandiassistihitnipnrdiG
igp'ademic programmes: andrplanningrpf 4{ie: Uniyersity.: Jhe
fPommifteesiincluded:,a Jocal:. advisory; cpmrpittee,. a; s^udy
( group .on edupationaj, pjqfile of, Soutbv|Vssam,; a study jgrpup
Hpn^vocalisatipn o^^he, degre^ courscsi. as^
^pominittee,: a cprnmittee,tO; prepare plap; for coinputeELzatiog

rthpi iUi^iyefsity" '^d, juiother' jadyi^ory,,. comniiltep,

]^dc6ffiiiieiidati6ri:' ^idvisorjf
bonimitteG, -te Vice-CiiahceHor j^foposed'fo, tHe Umyerbity
Orahts ''Commission 'the ̂ opening-'pT' 'sik '^o'^i' Jfaduate
departihentsV hameiy Engli Behgalii Histo^'', Ecohbriij^sj
Conihierce and Mathematics with 'effect Trohi,The'T9'94
Session. ■The'CommitteG al^yprepared'^aj^chdme of' '10
fechools/ 40 'depaftmdnts' and bO' centres to iAtrbducbd iVf
the"'University in'next '5 ^ years'. ■The\UGU'd|)p'T6Ved''the?
hoenink 'of '6 departments in t'994 ''aHt^-'shtt6ti
complement of 3'teachers X'l;.Pf6fdss6/,;^l RGadfe:r^and''r
^;^;rtnrerTfo^ each department. ^T^e''tedcMhg-bb^t^''^eF^throb^«

',1 _ , ur;';:o.:.vi jjj;j: jj;:i- br!j jir.jbji'ij-'ijbnu

Libfary vyas ̂ initiatedj by ̂ ordering bjodkstffeelected 1 by] i tii^Committed,'Tfie I ^ four^teobnical/postfe Ion
^e.Eibrary^:;;-;? jdl o'ljb'V ir.r.i-Ayturiob jfil tUiiU'/f ( ,jl3
16 iin Alongside eStabllSbfiig^ftbe ■cdnddcfin'f^a^inatioh'^ and^ pfeparafibli bpebihi^' Post^Gradudtr^ri«meWS;ihe=stepS't.vere;taken^aefim^^^
tijjsts tlie';UniVeBity?THe Vicp-Gh'anCellbfa^iflBa tta'

liiqjl
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come forw^4 with their suggestions about the academic
perspective of the University. He also prepared a scheme of
Schools - Departments-Centres in the line suggested by the
Local Advisory Committee. This document was circulated
to the Principals and teachers in the affiliated colleges and to
a large number of distinguished educationists all over the
c'dlintry. The scheme was revised and modified on the basis
of comments and suggestions of the academic for the
consideration of the planning Board and the Executive
Council.This scheme has been prepared on the promis&^Jnat
the University will like to promote studies and research in
modern scientific and technical disciplines, particularly in

■ suc.h subjects which are relevant tO the socio-economic
region. However ^jnce it is an

affdiating University with a geographical arcu under its
jurisdiction it was found necessary to make provisid^is for

""f research in aii such subjecis
was also affiHated colleges. It
aspiring for last two decaSw a teacV
University at Silchar on the gronnH
coiiep education the students from thts trerdoTofg'^t
at the%sT-graduMe"evd' JhouTd°be
subjects. To begin with the rnnr ^
mai be updated raclmVdTthp?
concerned disciplines and it mav hi advancements m
years to modernise the U G SvIIqK within few
that the University depart^ f
under-graduate and post-graduate provisions forleading to M.Phi! and Ph D The P n research
grouped into Schools of Studies; Tn o oepartments may be
may be Centres (e g Adult Pri,' departments there
etc') within the depaZem
University's related deSme^if^ ^^^^hers fromUniversity's related depaZeZf^^ teachers from
disciplinary studies and proiecK '®®'''
sections can serve as model for iJT under-graduate
the affiliated Colleges. The in standard in
departments may be involved in if teachers in,the
Graduate teachings, subject to thp ®^"^taduate and Post-Graduate teachings, subiect to^th^^ ̂ ^®^"^taduate and Post-
the UGC. The non-traditional/new prescribed by
at the under-graduate level and arari, n ̂  ^ startedgradually upgraded to
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P G.leve^^ However, the U.G. section can be introduced only
- the University has its own buildings in the permanent

''Campus. It was also felt that the the Medical College and
Engineering College may require improvement to fulfill the
conditions of the MCI and the AICTE respectively. The post
graduate studies and research facilities may be provided in
these institutions. However, the scheme was for the
consideration and approval of the appropriate authorities of
the University like Planning Board and Executive Council.
Academic Ordinanaces

17 Immediately after the establishment of the University
the process was initiated for the preparation of Academic
Ordinance under various provisions of the Act. and the
Statutes About 30 academic Ordinances were made by the
Vice-Chancellor under section 28 (2) of the Act and
submitted to the Visitor for approval.
Syllabus

18 At the same time, steps were initiated for the revision
of the Under-Graduate syllabus and preparation of the Post-

svllabus. The Vice-Chancellor initiated discussions
Graduaii- teachers in the affiliated colleges and
with the Principaio - ■_ Country to work out syllabus
distinguished academics iii .-"nropriate to the
for vmious levels which would dc ap,--- ,equir4nt of Jhe region and helpful to mmntaijt
other Central Universities as per the guidelines issueu u}' the
TICC's M CI AICTE, DCI and other organisations. It was
feh Vhat the proposed syllabus should contain three elements,namelv rSS, national and global in course contents. TheSIXiu; Su^d till the end of the year under report.
Finance and Accounts
10 The University started functioning from 21 January,994 Dur^S penod from 21.1.94 to 31.3.94, there wasiyy4. L>unng y University departments were yet to
no internal rece p . affilliated colleges and
be opened ''nd the mes University. Inexamination fees wereje«^^^^ instalment of
this period th towards initial expensesgrant of RsJO University. Another instalment of
for establishment of the un j ^
L'S 5 AP?« ..d
Accounts for 1994-95.



Receipts and Expenditure for the period 21.1.94 to 31 3 94
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